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ALI NUR AL-DIN AND MIRIAM THE 
GIRDLE-GIRL . 1 


There was once in days of yore and in ages and times Jong 
gone bufoic, in the pints of Cairo, a met chant named Taj 
al-Din, who was of the mosL consideiable of the merchants and 
of the chiefs of the ficebom, But he was given to travelling 
everywhere and loved to fare over wild and wold, waterless 
lowland and stony waste, and to journey to the isles of the seas, 
in quest of dirhams and dinars ; whercfoie he had in his time 
cncounLcicd dangers and suffered dm esse of the way such as 
would grizzle little children and turn their black hair grey, 
lie was possessed of black slaves and Mamclulces, Eunuchs and 
(oneubinos, and was the wealthiest of the merchants of his time 
ami the goodliest of them in speech, owning horses and mules, 
and 13acIrian camels and dromedaries; sacks great and small 
of size; goods and merchandise and sinks such as muslins of 
Hums, silks and brocades of Bu’allak, cotton of Mery, stuffs of 
India, gauzes of Baghdad, burnouses of Moorland, and Turkish 
whiLo slaves, and Abyssinian castratos, and Grecian girls and 
Egyptian boys ; and the cove lings of his bales were silk with 
gold purflccl fair, for he was wealthy beyond compare. Further¬ 
more, he was line of comeliness, accomplished in goodhness, 
and gracious in his kindliness, even as ono of his dcscribers doth 
thus cx.picss:— 

h vwtvik vmsA, 1 'idviYv?, torcAH. * v.\ CwlIowb. 

Quoth lie, “Why this turmoil of people?" * Quoth I, if Trader, for 
those fine eyes t" 

And saith anolhei in his praise and saith well enough to accomp¬ 
lish tho wish of him :— 


i I bonow llic title fiom the Thesl Edit x. 204, Mr. Payne pi efeis "All 
Nouieddiii anil the Fiank King's Daughter,” Lane omits this tale because it 
lesomblcs Alt Shiu and Zimiunud (vol lii night cccvili j and Aid al-Din Abu 
nl-ShAmflt (vol. hi. night ccxli\), ,J neithei of which is among the text of 
the collection." But ho has unconsciously omitted one of the highest inteiesl 
Di Ihichiii (Germ Oiient. Soc ) finds the original in Chailcmagne’s daughter 
Ximnid. and his seciehuy Eginliaidt as given in Gnmm's Deutsche Stigen I 
shall note the points of tesemblance as the tala piocceds. The conespondence 
with Lhe Kick of Fiance may be a gaiblcil account of the letteis which passed 
between Tlanm al-Rashid and Nicisphouis, rf tlio Roman dog." 

VOL. VII. A 




2 A If Laylah wa Lay la h. 

Came a meichant to pay us a visil * Whose glance did my hcait 
surprise ■ 

Quoth he, 11 What suipusod thee so?” * QuoLli I, u Tiader, ’twas 
those fine eyes." 

Now that merchant had a son called Ali Nur al-Din, as he were 
the full moon whenas it meeteLh the sight on its foil 1 teentli nighL, 
a marvel of beauty and loveliness, a model of form and 
symmetrical grace, who was sitting one day as was his wont, in 
his father’s shop, selling and buying, giving and taking, when the 
sons of the merchants girt him around and he was amongst them 
as moon among stars, with blow flower-white and checks of rosy 
light in down the tenderest dight, and body like alabaster-bright, 
even as saith of him the poet.— 

" Describe me! M a fair one said, * Said I, M Thanht Beauty’s queen “ 
And, speaking biicfest speech, * M All charms in Ihee are seen. 1 ' 


And as saith of him one of his describers ;— 

His mole upon plain of cheek is like * Ambcigris-crumb on marble- 
plate, 

And his glances likest the sword proclaim * To all Love's lebels “Tile 
Lord is Great 1 1 ” 


The young mei chants invited him saying, “ O my lord Nur al-Din, 
we wish thee to go this day a-pleasiuing with us in such a garden," 
And he answered, " Wait till I consult my paient.for I cannot go 
without his consent." As they were talking, behold, up came 
Taj al-Din, and his son looked to him and said, “ 0 father mine, 
the sons of the merchants have invited me to wend a-pleasuring 
with them in such a gaiden. Dost thou giant me leave lo go ? " 
His father replied, “ Yes, O my son, fare with them ” ; and gavo 
him somewhat of money. So the young men mounted then mules 
and asses and Nur al-Din mounted n she-mule and rode with 
them to a gaiden, wherein was all that soul desireth and that evo 
charmeth. It was high of walls which fiom broad base were seen 
to rise; and it had a gateway vault-wise with a poitico like a 
saloon and a door azure as the skies, as it were one of the gates of 
Paiadise; the name of the dooi-keeper was Kizwitn, 3 and ovei 
the gate weie trained an hundred tiellises which giapes ovcr-tiui; 
and these were of various dyes, the Led like combine, the black 
like the snouts of Sudan “-men and the white like egg of the 
pigeon-hen. And in it peach and pomegranate were shown, and 


the Moslem slogan or wai-ciy m See vol, i, 


1 Arab. "Allaho Akbar," 
njghl \lvii. 

2 The gale-keeper of Paradise. See nights cxxxi. a „d cx.xxii. 

3 Negroes. See vol u night exh 
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pear, apvicot and pomegranate "were grown, and fruits with ami 

without stone hanging ui clusters or alone,-And Shahiuzad 

peiccivcd the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

lEtaVi ^z\\ it to tfte foiwtiicts tutU 

She continued, It hath reached me, 0 auspicious King, that 
when the sons of the merchants entered the verier, tJ)ey found 
theieinall that soul desueth or eye charmeth, giapes of many 
hues grown, hanging in bunches or alone, even as saith of them 
the poet:— 

t napes tasting with the taste of wine * Whose coats like blackest 
Raven's shine : 

Then sheen, amid the leafage shows, * Like women's fingers henna'd 
hue 

And as saith another on the same theme :—■ 

Grapc-buncbcs jikest as they sway ♦ A-stalk, my body frail and sncll: 
Honey and watci thus in jar, * When sourness past, make Hydromel, 

Then they entered the arbour of the garden and saw there Rtzwan 
the gate-keeper sitting, as he were Rizwau the Paradise-guardian, 
and on the door weie wntten these lines:— 

Gsuttt 'wW&vewt clwfctera WcWed » On boughs which 

full of sap to bend were fain : 

And, when the blanches danced on Zephyr’s palm, » The Pieiads 
shower’d as gifts 1 2 fresh peails for rain. 

And within the arbour were written these two couplets;— 

Come with ns, friend, and enter thou * This gaUli that cleanses rust of 
gnafi 

Over their skiits the Zephyrs trip 3 * And Howcls in sleeve to laugh 
aic lief. 8 


1 Aiab. "Nakat, 11 with the double meaning of to spot and to handsel 
especially dancing and singing women, find as Mr Payne notes in this 
acceptation, it is practically equivalent to the English phiase, " to maik (or 
cioss) the palm with silver" I have translated 11 Amva 1 ' by Pleiads; but it 
means the setting of one star and simultaneous using of another fortfslunving 
ram Theie aie seven Anwtf. (plm of nnwa) in the solar yeai, viz * Al-Uadti 
(Sept -Oct), Al-Wasmiyy (late autumn and December); Al-Widtyy (to 
April); Al-Ghamh' (June); Al-Busiiyy (filly), P.lnh al-ICayz (August) and 
Aln.ilc al-Hawd extending to September 8 These are tokens or appJoaclnng 
\.au\, metaphorically used by the poets to expiess M bounty " See Preston's 
Haiin (p qj) and Chonciy upon the Ass of tlie Danti Haiam 

2 i e they tup and Mumble in then hwiy to get theic 

3 Aiab 41 Iviunin "ablcuvQ oi puliil See night cccWxk 
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A// Lay fob wa Lay Ink. 

So they enleted and found all manner fruits in view and birds of 
every kind and hue, such as ringdove, nightingale and curlew; 
and the turtle and the cushat sang tlieir love lays on the spmys. 
Therein weie rills that lan with limpid wave and flowcis suave; 
and bloom foi whose perfume we crave, and it was even as f*ulh 
of it the poet m these two couplets:— 

The Zephyr breatheth o'er its blanches, like ■ Fair girls that Uip tvs 
m fair tAii ts they pace; 

Its nils lesemble swords in hands of kniglits « Drawn from the scab 
haul and containing-case * 

And again as suigeth the songsleL:— 

The sti camlet svings by biandiy wood and aye * Joys in its breast 
tho-iti benutios to display, 

And Zephyr noting this, for jealousy * Hastens and bends the branches 
other way, 

On the trees of the garden weie all manner fruits, each in two 
sorts, and amongst them the poniegianaLe, as iL weie a ball of 
silvei-dioss, 8 whereof saith the poet and saith light well 

Granados of finest skin, like the breasts * Of maid firm-standing m 
sight of male, 

When I ship tho skm, they at once display * The lubies compelling all 
sense to quail 

Ami even as quoth anothei bald .— 

Close prest appear to him who views lh’ inside » Red rubies in brocaded 
skirts fanlight : 

Giauado I compare with marble dome * Or virgin's breasts delidiUnir 

every sight. h 

Thacin is cmc for cseiy ill as e'en * Left an Hadis the Pionliel nine 
of spi J t<? , 

And Allah (gloiify His name l) ckc deigned » A noble s.iy m Iloly Boole 
indite 3 


The apples Were the sugaied and the nuisky and the Damuiti 
amazing the beholder, wheu-of saith liassan the poet:— 

Apple which joins hues twain, and bungs to mind ■ Tile cheek of lover 
Mid ho loved combined : 


1 Ai.ib " K 1 1,1b "*=e,woi d-casc of wood, the sheath belne of 1 ,mL1h>, 

2 Aiah " Ali iiayiawiin," both nuo wolds. ’ 

3 A doubtful iiadition m the Wish],at al-M.isAbih deckles lint even, 

pomegianalu contains a gutm ftom Paiadise. See vol i midit I The 
Uoifimc reference is lo \\ gg, ’ 1 2 3 k Jlt J-'Ui 
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Two wondrous opposites on branch they show * This dark 1 and that 
with hue incarnadined 

The twain embraced when spied the spy and turned * This ted, that 
yellow for the shame designed. 2 

There were also apricots of vaiious kinds, almond and camphoi 
and [llani and ’Antabi, 3 4 5 6 whereof saith the poet :— 

And Almoruhapiicot suggesting swain 1 * Whose loveFs visit ali Jus wits 
hath ta’en, 

Enough of love-sick loveis’plight it shows * Of face deep yellow and 
hea*t torn in twain, 

And saith another and saith well:— 

Look at that Apiicot whose bloom contains * Gardens with brightness 
gladding all men's cyne : 

Like stars the blossoms sparkle when the boughs * Are clad in foliage 
diglii with sheen and shine. 

There likewise were plums and cherries and giapes, that the sick 
of ali diseases assain and do away giddiness and yellow cliolei 
from the brain; and iigs the blanches between, van-coiouied led 
and green, amazing sight and sense, even as saith the poet:— 

*Tis as the Figs with clear white skins out-thrown * By fohaged Lees, 
athwart whose green they peep, 

Were sons of Rouni that gimd the palace-root * When shades close in 
and night-long ward they keep.* 

And saith another and saith well :— 

Welcome 15 the Fig f To us it comes # Oideicd in handsome plates 
they bring: 

LiKest a Sufuih°-cloth wo chaw « To shape of bag without a ling. 

And how well saith a thud:— 

Give me the Fig sweet-flavoured, beauty-clad, * Whose inner beauties 
rival outer sheen ; 


1 Arab. 11 Af»wad," lit black, but mud for any dark colour, here green ns 
opposed to the Jightei yellow. 

2 The idea has occurred in vol. i night xvi 

3 So called fiom the places whcie they giow, 

4 For Roum see vol iii, night cclwii; in Moiocco "Roiinn" means 
simply ft European, The tetiastich alludes to the beauty of the Greek slaves, 

5 Aiab, " Ahhui " til advcib foim Jit = " as one of the household 1 ’* so 
in the gicetingj M Ahlan wa SaUlan ” (at tlvme easts), \va Marhaba (having a 
wklc fice place), 

6 Foi the Sufrali table-cloth see vol. i. night xviih 
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And vli^n it fruits thou tastes! it to find ■ Chamomile's scent and 
Sugar’s sacchanne: 

And eke it favoureth on platters poured * Puff-balls of silken tlucad 
and 5endal green. 

And how excellent is the saying- of one of them I— 

^uolli the}' (and I had tunned my taste thereto * Nor cared for otliei 
fuuts whereby they swore), 

■* Why lovest so the lug ? 11 wheicto quoth I, *■ n Some men love Fig and 
otheis Sycamore 1 " 

And are yet goodlier those of another:— 

Plra&cth me more the lig than cvciy huh * When lipc nnd hanging 
fiom the sheeny bough ; 

Like Devotee who, when the clouds pom Lain, # Sheriff tcai s ami 
Allah’s power cloth avow, 

And in that gaith weie also pears of various kinds Simulic," 

Aleppine and Grecian, growing in clusLcts and alone, pai cel gieen 

and pared golden,-And Sbnbrnzad peicoivcd the dmyn of day 

and ceased saying hei permitted say. 


33 nlu VuJcii it biiis fyz Eiffljt Ipiintiucti null Si^tnfiftl) jRijjR 


She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the merchants' sons went down into the garth they saw L here in 
all the fruits we mentioned and found peais SiiuuLic, Aleppine, 
and Grecian, of eveiy hue, which here clustering there single 
grew, parcel green and parcel yellow, to the gazei a mat vol-view, 
as saitli of them the poet:— 

With thee that Pear agree, whose hue a-moin - Is hue of hapless lover 
yellow pale; 

Like vugin cloistered stiait in strong ITariin * Whose face like ladnr 
steed outstrips the veil. 


And Sultani® peaches of shades varied, yellow and icd, wlicieof 
saitli the poet:— 


1 See night ccxvj, 

2 In die text, "of Tor", see vol 


2 in uie ievr, "of Tor”, see vol ii nJglit xcv. The near is men- 
Honed by Homei and grows wild in Soulh Em ope I)! Victoi lielu. m,„ 
Wand e lings of Plants, etc ), coinpaung the Ct ottios with ihe I at ,l lls 
sngiicsts that the latte, passed ovei to the Kelts and Gcim.ws, amongst whom 
he fruit was not indigenous Out fine peais me mostly ham the East Cl’ [hr 
beigamot is the Deg Aimtid, Piince of P ca ,s, f,om Angola, ' 

■n i 3f , _ Ko y fll . it may ox may notcomafioniSiilt.ui1vali.aioiviiiii.il 

Baghdad See vol i night ix r wlieie it applies to mangos atul citrons. 



Ah Nu?- al-Dtn and Minam the Gndk-Gut 


7 


Like Peach in veigicr growing * And sheen of Andam 1 showing : 
Whose balls of yellow gold, * Ai.e dyed with blood-gouls flowing. 

Theie were also green almonds of passing sweetness, resembling 
the cabbage 3, of the palm-fciee, with their kernels within three 
tunics lurking of the Munificent King's handiworking, even as 
is said of them :— 

Tluce coath yon heslicst foim endue * God’s work of varied shape and 
hue : 

Hardness surrounds it night and day; * Pi iso mug- without a sin to rue. 
And as well saith another:— 

Scest not that Almond plucked by hand * Of man from bough where 
wont to dwell: 

Peeling it shows the lieaiL within * As union pearl in oyster-shell. 

And as saith a third beLter than he 

How good is Almond green I view I * The smallest fills the hand ol 
you * 

Its nap is as tlio down upon « The cheeks whcie yet no foeardletgrew- 
Its kernels m the shell arc seen, * Or bachelors or married two, 

As pearls they were of lucent white * Cased and lapped in Jaspci’s hue. 

And as saith yet another and saith well:— 

Mine eyes ne’er looked on aught the Almond like ■ For charms, when 
blossoms 0 In the Pi line show bright. 

Its head to hoarincss of age inclines n The while its check by youth’s 
frcsli down is (light. 

And jujube-plums of various colours, giown in clusters and alono, 
whcieof tailh one describing them : — 

Look at the Lotc-hec, note on boughs an ayed * Like goodly apiicoL-* 
on reed-strewn flooid 

Tlicii morning-line to viewci’scye is like *• Cascavels 5 cast of purest 
golden oie. 

r 'A.nckun = Th agon’s blood see vol ill night cxcvii. 

2 Aiab "Jmnih,” the palm-puli and cabbage, both eaten by Arabs with 
sugar 

3 Aiab " Anwir M =slights, flowers (mostly yellow) • hence the Maroccan 
*• Nhvsl], 1 * with its usual abuse ol Wald or quiescence 

4 Mi. Payne quotes Eugene Fromentm, 11 Un Ate clans 1 c Sahara," Pans, 
1837, p. 104 Apiicot dlying can be seen upon all the roofs at Damascus, 
where, liowevci, the season Tor each Fi uit is unpleasantly short, ending almost 
ns soon as it begins. 

5 Aiab ,f JaldjaL "=s= small bells for falcous ■ in Poit. cascaveis, ivlienco 
0111 word. 



8 A If Laylah iva Laylah . 

And as saitLi another and saitii right well:— 

Tb& Jujube-tree each day ■ Robcth in bright array, 

As though each pome thereon ■ Would self to sight display, 

Like falcon-bell of gold - Swinging from overy spiny. 

And in that garth grew blood oranges, as they were the Kiwi- 

lanjan, 1 whereof quoth tile enamoured poet a ;— 

Kcd fruits that fill the hand, and shine with sheen * Of fixe, albfc the 
scarf-skin's white as snow. 

'Tis marvel snow on fire doth never melt * And, stiangcr still, ne’er 
burns this living lowe I 

And quoth another and quoth well:—■ 

Acid trees ot Orange fruiting fcrly fair * To those who stiailest have 
their charms surveyed , 

Like cheeks of women who Lhcir forms have decked * For holiday u\ 
robes of gold brocade. 

And yet another as well :— 

Like are the Orange-lulls 3 when Zephyr breathes * Swaying the houghs 
and spidy with aiiy grace, 

Her cheeks that glow with lovely light when met ■ At gicchng-ltdo by 
cheeks of other face. 

And a fouith as fairly: 

And fairest Fawn, we said to him u Pour tray * This gftitli and oiangon 
thine eyes survey ” : 


1 IChiilaujAn. Sic all editions, but Kliulanj or Kliaulanj, adj Klial.mji, a 
tree with a s hong-smelling wood winch, held in hand as a chaplet, acts as pci- 
fume, is probably intended In Span Arabic it is the ftiictwwoncl, The 
•'Miiliit 11 tells us that a Lree parcel yellow and icd, growing in paiLsof 
India and China, its leaf is that of the Tamarisk (T.uM) , its flowei is colmuccL 
red, yellow and wldtB f it hear* a gifcin hke nmshud-aced (iCharclal) ami of its 
wood they make porimgery Hence the poet sings ,—. 

Ym ’atnn T-shahdu fi ’fjifani, wa yuska * Labanu M-Bukhli ft Kns.f'l 
'1-Khalanji , 

Honey's served to them in piatteis for food; * Camels’ milk in howls of the 
Kh atari] wood 

The pi Khaldnij is used by Himyan bin KsihAfah in this M buyt 11 ;— 

ElattA uamft qa7ali ‘ 1 -HawAijA * Wa nialaat HaJAba-litl M-KhaUhijA' 

Until she had done every woik of heis * And with sweet milk had filled (ho 
pen ringers 

2 In text Al-Slin’ii Al- Wa.ln.hAni vol, lii, rhght ch^viii 

3 The orange I have said is the growth of India and the golden unpins 

of the Hebrides not oranges but puduibly golden nuggets Captain 

Holies ton (Globe, Feb 5, ’64, on " Morocco-Liuis”) identifies the gaiden with 
the mouth of the Ldxus Rivci, while M AiUichMi wouhl luinsfoi U to Iho 
hideous and unwholesome Bis sagos Ai chi pel ago 
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And he, "Your garden favouieth my face, * Who gatheicth orange 
gaihcietli hie alwily.” 

In that garden too grew citrons, in colour as virgin gold, hanging 
down from on high and dangling among the branches, as they were 
ingots of growing gold 1 ; and saith thereof the 'namouied poet:— 

Hast seen a Citron-copse so weighed a-down * Thou feaiest bending 
roll their fmifc on mould \ 

And seemed, when Zephyr passed athwart the tiee, » Its blanches 
hung with bells of purest gold ? 

And shaddocks, 2 * that among their boughs hung laden as though 
each were the breast of a gazelle-like maiden, contenting the most 
longing wight, as saith of them the poet and saith aiight:— 

And Shaddock ’mid the gar den-paths, on bough * Freshest like fairest 
damsel met my sight ; 

And to the blowing of the breeze it bent « Like golden ball to bat of 
ciuysohtc. 

And the Lime sweet of scent, which reseiubleth a hen’s egg, but its 
yellowness ornamenteth its ripe fnut, and its fragiance hearteneth 
him who pluckcthit, as saith the poet who singeth it:— 

Seest not the Lemon, when it takelh form, * Catch rays of light and all 
to gaze constiain , 

Like egg of pullet which tlie huckster’s hand * Adorneth, dyeing with 
the saffron-stain. 

Moreover, in this gaiden were all manner of other fruits and sweet- 
scented herbs and plants and fragrant flowers, such as jessamine 
and henna and water-lilies 0 and spikenard 4 5 and loses of every kind 
and plantain 6 and myrtle and so forth', and indeed it was without 
compare, seeming as it were a piece of Paradise to whoso beheld 
it. If a sick man entered it, ho came foith from it like a raging 
lion, and tongue sivaileth not to its description, by leason of that 
Which was theiein of wonders and rarities which are not found but 
m Heaven; and how should it he otherwise when Its door-keepers 
name was Rizwan ? Though widely different were the stations of 

1 Aiab " Iky An/ 1 the living gold wlncli is supposed togiow m the gi ound. 

2 For Lbc KlibbAd or Captain Shaddock's licit sec vol ii. night c*v, 

^ Full oi Fill in Biesl Edit =Aiabian jessamine or coih-lree U'), 

The IJul and Mac, Edits, read " filfil ,J = pepper oi pnlni-fibie 

4 Aiiib 11 Sumbul al-'Anbaii 11 ; the Foimerworrt having been introduced 
inLo England by patent medicines ir Sumbul 11 in Arab and Peis means the 
hyacinth, the aplhunaid, oi the Sign Virgo, 

5 Aiab “Lib/m al-Hamal," lit —Lamb's tongue 
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Jllf LayMi wa Laylah, 

those twain I Now when the sons of the merchants lmd walked 
about gazing at the gaidcn after taking thcii pleasiuc theicui, they 
sat down in one of its pavilions and seated Nm al-Dm in thcii 

midst.-And Shahrazad peiceived the dawn of day and ceased 

to say her pemntted say, 

JBoto toljcit It fond rtjc ©itr&t ftuntrvrtr nnlr Si 

She resumed, It hath leached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the sons of the merchants sat down in the pavilion they seated 
Nur al-Din m their midst on a rug of gold-purflcd leather of 
Al-T&if, 1 leaning on a pillow 9 of minever, stuffed with ostrich 
down. And they gave him a fan of ostiicli feathers, whereon were 
wiitten these two couplets :— 

A fan whose breath is fraught with fragrant scent; * Minding of happy 
days and times foi spent, 

Wafting at evety time its perfumed air * O'ci face of noble youth on 
honour bent. 

Then they laid bye their turbands and outer clothes, and saL talking 
and chatting and inducing one another to discourse, while they all 
kept their eyes fixed on Nur al-Din and gazed on his beau terms 
foim. After the sitting had lasted an hour or so, up came a slave 
with a tray on his head, wherein were platters of china and cluystal 
containing viands of all soi ls (for one of the youLhs hacl so chaiged 
liis people befoie coming to the gaiden) ; and the meats woie of 
whatever walketh eaith or win get h air or swnnmelh waters, such 
as Kata-grouse and fat quails and pigeon-poults and mutton and 
chickens and the delicatest fish. So, the tray being sat before 
them, they fell to and ate their fill; and when they had made an 
end of eating, they rose fiom meat and washed their hands with 
pure water and musk-scented soap, and clued them with impery 
embroidered in silk and bugles ; but to Nur al-Din they hi ought 
a naplun laced with red gold whereon he wiped his hands. Them 
coffee 0 was s&ivedup and each drank what he would, after which 

1 See in Bresl Edit*, x. 221 Taifj a well-known town in tho mo 1111 Lain 
region Easl of Meccah, and not 111 the Holy Land, was once famous fin ficunled 
goat's leather It is considered to be a 11 fragment of Syi ia ” ( 1 'ilgi imago, 11 
207) and derives its wuHe-the cireiimambulatoi, from its having cue tilled 
pilginn-Iite round the Ka'abali (Ibid ), 

2 Arab “ Mikhaddah 11 ^cheek-pillow* It.il gu.mcule In Ifrcsl Edit 
Mud aw war nh (a round cushion) Smjdbiyali (of Euninc). Em ri Miulaww.uah " 
see vol iii night cclxxxix 

3 rr Coffee ,r is lieie evidently an anachronism, and was probably inserted 
by the copyist. See night ccccxxvi foi its fust mention, Jhit " Ifrihwali ” 
may have presetted its original meaning — stiong old wane (vol ii, night e), 
the amount of wiae-drinking and dumkenness pioves that the coffco niovaiiumt 
had not set in 
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they sal talking, tilt piescntly the garden-keeper, who was young, 
went away, and rcLuining with a basket full of roses, said to them, 
41 What say ye, 0 my masteis, to flowers ? " Quoth one of them, 
“ Tlieie is no harm in them/ especially roses, which are not to 
be resisted. 11 Answered the gardener, " ’Tis well, but it is of our 
wont not to give roses but in exchange for pleasant converse; so 
whoevci would take aught theieof, leL him recite some verses 
suitable to the situation. M Now they were ten sons of merchants 
of whom one said, 14 Agteed : give me thereof and I will recite thee 
somewhat of verse apt to the case. 1 ’ Accordingly, the gardenei 
gave him a bunch of roses, 2 which he took and at once improvised 
these Lliree couplets — 

The Rose in highest stead I late ■ Foi that her charms ne’er satiate , 
All fragrant flowhs bo hoops Lo hei 11 Tlicii general nf high estate : 
Where she is not they boast and vaunt; * But, when she conics, they 
stint their pi ate 

Then the gaidener gave a bunch to anolhei, and he recited these 
two couple Ls .— 

Take, O my lord, to thee the Rose * Recalling scent by musk bo-shed . 
Like viigincLto by Iovcl eyed, » Who with her sleeves 5 enveiletli head. 

Then he gave a bunch to a third who recited these two couplets 

Choice Rose that gladdens heart to see her sight, * Of Nadd recalling 
fiagiancc exquisite. 

The bianehlets clip her in lioi leaves for joy, « Like kiss of Jips that 
never spake in spite. 

Then he gave a bunch to a fourth, and he recited these two 
couplets ;— 

Secst not that rosciy where Rose a-flowering displays * Mounted upon 
her steed of stalk those marvels manifold ? 

As though the bud wclc mby-stone and girded all aioiiwl * With 
clnysolite and held within a little lioaid of gold. 

Then lie gave a posy to a fifth, and he recited these two 
couplets :•— 


1 t c they me welcome In Maroceo " La baas " means, " I am pretty 
well" fiu health) 

2 The Rose (Ward) in Arab lb masculine, sounding to us most uncouth. 
But Llicie is a fem foini, Wmdah = a single rose. 

j Aiab "Akmnm/ 1 pi. of Kiimm, a sleeve, a petal See voL iii night 
ccKun . aiul sufin, p 3. The JMohlem woman will show any part of hei 
peiion lalliei than her face, instinctively knowing that the iattei may bo 
lecogniscd, wUcsieas the foimei cannot The traveller in Lite outei liasfc will 
see ludicrous situations in winch the modest one runs away with hind parts 
baio and head and face cal efully covered. 
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Wands of gieeii chiysolite baie issue, which * Weie flints like ingots 
of the growing gold. 1 

And drops, a diopping from its leaves, were like » The tears my 
languorous eyelids railed and rolled. 

Then he gave a sixth a bunch, and he recited thesG two 

couplets :— 

O Rose, thou rare of charms that dost contain * All gifts and Allah's 
secrets singular, 

Thou'tfc like the loved one’s cheek whoic lover fond * And fain of 
Union sticks the gold dindr. 3 


Then he gave a bunch to a seventh and he lccited these two 
couplets:— 

To Rose quoth I, ** What gars thy thorns to be put forth * Foi all who 
touch thee ciuellcst injmy ? " 

Quoth she, u These flowery hoops are troops of me - Who be their 
lord with spines for aimonry .' 5 

And he gave an eighth a bunch, and he recited Llic.se two 

couplets :— 

Allah save the Rose which yellows a-muin < Flout], vivul jiml likost 
the nugget^re ; 

And bless the fair sprays that displayed such ilowcih , And mimic 
suns gold-begilded boic, 

Then he gave a bunch to a ninth, and he incited these two 

couplets 

The hushes of golden-lined Rose excite * In the lovesick lover joyn 
manifold : 

*Tis a marvel shrub watered every day * With silvern lymph and it 
fimteth gold. 


The,, he gave a hunch of roses to LJjo tenth njui Jasl, and ho 
recited these two couplets 


Scest not how the hosts of the Rose display * Red lines and yellow m 
rosy field ? 

I compare the Rose and her aiming thorn * To mum aid lance meicinc 
golden shield, h 

And whilst each one hent bunch in hand, Uie gardener hionrlit 
the wmc-service and setting it before them, on a tray of nmcelain 
arabesqued with red gold, leciled these two couplets!—— 

z Arab '■ Iky.in,” which Mi Payne uanslatcs " vegetal )lo rakt~ Vciu 
picturesquely but not quite pressing the idea See S «M,, „ „ ' R ‘ Y 

a It is the custom f 0 i fn'.t youths, m Er/vnt Svcm mi , . i 

small gold pieces, mere spangles of metal, on the bi ows,'cheeks and Npstil Hie 
s ngmg and dancing gnkaiul the peispiralion and mask ol cnsn el.es t 
them adhere for a lime, till fresh niovc.no,,i shakes them o It 
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Dawn heialdg day-light: so wine pass round, • Old wine, fooling sage 
till his wits he tync : 

Wot I not for its purest claiity ■ An 1 tis wine in cup or 'tis cup 
in wine. 1 * * * * * 

Then the gardener filled and drank and the cup went round, till 
it came to Nur al-Din’s turn, whereupon the man filled and 
handed it to him ; but he said, “This thing I wol it not nor have 
I ever drunken thereof, for therein is great offence and the Lord 
of All-might hath forbidden it in His Boole.” Answeied the 
gardener, “ O my Lord Nnr al-Din, an thou forbear to drink 
only by reason of the sin, verily Allah (extolled and exalted he 
He I) is bountiful, of sufferance great, forgiving and compassionate, 
and pardoneth the moitalest sins: His mercy embraceth all 
things, Allah’s ruth be upon the poet who saitli:— 

Be as tlion wilt, for Allah is bountiful * And when tliou slnnest Feel 
tliou naught ahum: 

13ut hvaie of twofold sins nor cvei dare » To give God partneL or 
in an I duel to hum. 

Then quoth one of the sons of the merchants, u My life on thee, O 
my Lotcl Nur-al-Dm, diink of this cup! ” And another conjured 
him by the oath of divorce, and yet another stood up persistently 
before him, till he was ashamed and taking the cup from the 
gardener, diank a draught, but spat it out again, crying, “ Tis 
bitter.” Said the young gardener, ,c O my Lord Nur al-Din, 
knowest thou not Lhal sweets taken by way of medicine are 
bitter ? Were this not bitter, ’twould lack of the manifold viitues 
it possesselli; amongst which are that it digesteth food and dis- 
pcrseLh carle and care and dispelleth flatulence and clanfieth the 
blood and cleaietli the complexion and quickeneth the body 
and heal LcneLh the hen-hearted and foitifieth the sexual power in 
man; but to name all its virlucs would be tedious. Quoth one 
of the poets :— 

We’ll chink and Allah pardon sinners all * And cure of ills by sucking 
cups I’ll had . 

Nor aught the sin deceives me; yet said He * H In it there be advan¬ 
tage 9 to mankind.” 


1 See the same ideam vol i nights xlii and xxxiii. 

2 n They will ask thee concerning wine and casting of lots , say,—In both 

lug gieat sin and gieat advantages to mankind ; but tlie sin of them both is 

gieater than their advantage ” See Koian, ii 216, Mohammed seems to 

have made up his mind about dunking by slow degieea, and the Koranic law 

is by no means so stiict as the Mullalis have made it Tlio prohibitions, 

levealed at widely diffciont pcuods and varying in impoit and distinction 
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Then he sprang up without stay or delay and opened one of the 
cupboards m the pavilion and talcing out a loaf of icfiiied sugai, 
bloke off a gieat slice which he put into Nut* al-Dm’s cup, raying, 
« q m y lord, an thou feai to dtinlc wine because of its bULciiicss, 
dunk now, for p tis sweet. n So he took the cup and emptied \i\ 
whereupon one of Ins comrades filled him another, saying, * O my 
Laid Nur al-Din, I am thy slave 11 ; and another clu! the like, 
saying, I am one of thy scLvauts , and a thud said* I 1 or tuy 
sake r and a fourth, “Allah upon thee, O my Loul Nur al-Oiii, 
heal my heart 1 11 And so they ceased not plying him with wmc, 
each and every of the ten sons of merchants, till they had made 
him dunk a total of ten cups. Now Nur al-DuVa body was 
virgin of wine-bibbing, nor ever in all his life had he duiukeu 
vine-juice till tlut limn, wlieiefoie its fumes wiougln m libs biain, 
and diunkenuess was static upon Jum, and he sLood up (and 
indeed his tongue was thick and his speech sLammoring) and 
said, M 0 company, by Allah, ye aic fan and yoiu speech is 
goodly and yoiu place pleasant; but Lhoie nceclclh homing of 
sweet music; for diink without melody hicks tho chief oi its 
essentiality, even as suith the poet.— 

Pass lound the cup to the old and the young man, too, And lake the 
bowl from the hand of the shining moon, 1 
But without music, 1 cliaigc yon, forbeai to dunk; I see oven holies 
dunk to a whistled tune. 2 

Therewith, up spiang the gaidener lad and mounting one of Lho 
young men's mules, was absent awhile, aftet which he ivUuiumI 
with a Cairene gill, as she weie a sheep’s tail fat and delicate, m 
an ingot of pure silvern oie or a ttm.u on a pnrcclain plate nr a 
gazelle m the wold foiJore, She had a lace Lhat put to shame 
the shining sun, and eyes Babylonian,' 1 and brows like bows bended, 
and cheeks rose-painted, and teeth peruly-luied and lips siig.uod. 


have been discussed by Al-Bay^avn in Ins commcnhuy on the abnvo cli*i.]itc*i\ 
He says that llie fust icvehaion vj,\s \n chapter xvi. but as thu 
was disregaidcd, Omai and otheis consulted the Apostle, who leplriul to them 
in chapl n zr6 Then, as ibis also was unnoticed, ciune tho Juul drnsjon m 
chapt v 92, making wine and lots tlie work of Satan, "Yet excuses aio novel 
wanting to the Moslem, lie can flunk Champagne and Cogn,u\ both unknown 
in Mohammed's day, and he can use wine and spoils medicinally, him Mindiy 
of mirselvesi, who tuui up lho nose of contempt at the idea ol thinking foi 
pleasine 

1 it a fair-faced cup-beaier, The lines have occmied befmc m night 
xxxvii- soIquoleMi Payne 

2 It is the custom of lho Aiabs to call then cattle to wahn by wl ii,l lin/j 

^ t.r Switching See vol i. night i\ These incompatible lmlaphoia 
aie Lu ought logelliei by the Snj'a (piusc lliymc) in—" ljah, 1 ' 
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and glances languishing, and bieasts ivory white and body slender 
and slight, full of folds and with diuiplcs (light, and hips hire 
pillows stuffed, and thighs like columns of Syuan stone- Quoth 
the poet of her in these couplets :— 

I-Iad she shown her shape to idolatois* sight, « They would gaze on her 
face and their gods detest • 

And if in the East to a monk she’d showed, « He'd quit Eastein posfciuc 
and bow to West. 1 

An she ci ached in the sea and the brimest sea * Her lips would give 
it the sweetest yesd. 

And quoth another in these couplets:— 

Brighter than moon at full with kohl'd eyes she rame * Like Doc, on 
chasing whelps of Lioness intent: 

Her night of murky locks lets fall a tent on her * A tent of hau 3 that 
lacks no pegs to hold the tent; 

And roses lighting up hei Tosositc checks arc fed * By hoiuts and livers 
flowing fne for languishmcnt : 

An ’spied her all the Age’s Fair to her tliey h d lisc * Humbly, 3 and ciy 
11 The meed belongs to piece dent I " 

And how well saith a third bard 4 :— 

Three things for ever hinder her to visit us, for fear Of the intriguing 
spy and eke the ran col on 5 en v ier ; 

Her forehead's lustro and the sound of all hei ornaments And the 
sweet scent her creases hold of ambuigiis and myrrh. 

Giant with the bolder of lici sleeve she hide her biow and doff lier 
ornaments, how shall she do her scent away fiom her ? 

She was like the moon when at fullest on its fourteenth night, 
and was clad in a gaiment of blue, with a veil of green, over 
brow flower-while that all wits amazed and those of understand¬ 
ing amated-And Shallmzad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her pennitted say. 


x Mesopotamian Christians, who GtiJl turn towancls Jerusalem, face the 
West, instead of the East, as with Eut operas ' here the monk is so dazed that 
lie does not know what to do 

'2 Ainb, M Bayt Sha'ar M = a house of hair (tent) or a couplet of veise 
Wiitnd (a tent-peg) also is prosodical, a foot when the first two letters are 
"moved" (vowelled) and tlio last is jJi/inated (quiescent), c g, LaTad It is 
teimcd Majinu'a (united), as opposed to "Mafiuk' 1 (sepaiated). e g. ICabla, 
when the “ moved " consonants aio disjoined by a quiescent 

3 Lit standing qii their heads, which sounds liuhcicms enough In English, 
not in Aiable 

4 These lines me in vol. iii. night c\ci I quote Mr Payne, who 
notes. “The bathes of Easteni women of the higher classes by dint of continual 
jiiaceialioiij Eslhci-fashion, in aromatic oils and essences, would naUiuilly 
become unpicgnatcd with the sweet seen 13 of the cos mallei lined , ,p 
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She said, It hath reached mo, O auspicious King, that the 
gardener brought a girl whom wc have described possessed of 
the utmost beauty and loveliness and fine statute and symmetrical 
grace as it were she the poet signified when ho said 1 . - 

She came apparelled in vetst of blue, 

That mocked the shies and shamed their a/uie hua; 

I thought thu* clad she burst upon my sight, 

Like summer moonshine on a wmtiy night. 

And how goodly is the saying of anothci ami how excellent I 

She came thick veiled, and cried I, «0 display « That face him full 
moon bright with puic white ray. 1 ' 

Quoth sliC| n I fear disgrace, 11 quoth I, M Cot short * 1 his talk no sEiitt 
of days thy thoughts affray." 

Whereat she raised Jicr veil from faucst face * And ciysial spiny on 
gems began to stray : 

And I forsooth was fain to kiss hci check, * Lest she complain of mo 
on Judgment-Day. 

And at such tide bcfoie the Lord on High ■ Wc fust oE Iih'oks wero 
redress to pray: 

So <l Loul, prolong this reckoning and review" * (Prayed I) 11 Lhal 
longer I may sight my may." 

Then said the young gardener to hoi, " Know lhou f O lady of llic 
fair, brighter than any constellation which llliuniiieUi air, wo sought 
in bringing thee hither naught but that thou shouldsL culcitain 
with converse this comely youth, my Lard Ntu aUDin, tor ho hath 
come to tins place only this day/’ And the gul implied, “ Would 
thou hadst told me, that I might have hiauRlU what I have with 
mcl 1 ' “Rejoined the gardenei, "O my lady, I will go and fetch it 
to thee, 11 11 As thou wilt,” said she; and he, lt Give me a Liken." 
So she gave him a leer chief and he fared foiLh in haste and icliuned 
after awhile, bearing a green saLin bag with slings of gold. The 
girl took the bag from him and opening it shook it, whoimipon 
there fell thereout two-and-thiity pieces oFwood, which silo iittud 
one into othei, male into female and female inLo male 11 till they 
became a polished lute of Indian woikmanship. Then she mi¬ 


i These lines occur in vol i night xxii, I quolo Toiions foi viuioly, 
a So we speak of a "female scunv " The .illusion la to Ihti clove-huliiig 
of Ihc pieces, This pei sew die alio ft of Iho hi to has octal nod holme : bill i 
iolicit Ihe readeTs alien Lion to it; it has a fulness ot OueuLd (Livtmv all ib> 
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covered her wiists and laying the lute in her lap, bent over it with 
the bending of mother over babe, and swept the strings with her 
fingei-tips ; whereupon it moaned and resounded and after its 
olden home yearned; and It remembered the waters that gave it 
dunk and the earth whence it sprang, and wheiein iL grew, and it 
minded the caipenters who cut it and the polishers who polished it, 
and the merchants who made it then merchandise and the ships 
that shipped it; and it cried and called aloud and moaned and 
gionncd ; and it was as if she asked it of all these things, and 
it answeied her with the tongue of the case, reciting these 
couplets 1 :— 

A hoc wInline was I the bulbul's home * To whom for love I bowed 
my giass-giecn head: 

They moaned on me, and I tlicir moaning learnt, * And in that moan 
my socicL all moil lead ; 

The woodman tolled me falling sain ofloncc, * And slender iuLe of me 
(as view yc) made * 

but when the fnigcia simle iny sUrngs, Ihcy tell * How man despite 
my patience did mo dead , 

Hence boon-comp an ions when Lhey heai. my moan + Distended wax 
ns though by wine misled : 

And the Loid softens cvciy licaiL to me, * And I am liuiiicd to tlic 
high most stead. 

All who in el Minus excel fain clasp my waist, * Gazelles of languid eyne 
and Hoim maid - 

Allah ne'ci pint fond lcnui horn his joy * Nor live the loved one who 
unkindly fleck 

Then the gill was silent awhile, but presently taking the lute in 
lap, again benL over it, as mother beiuleth over child, and pieludecl 
in many difTeienL modes; then, returning to the fust, she sang 
these couplets;— 

Would thry J Lite lover seclc without ado, * He to his heavy grief had 
hid adieu * 

With him liad vied the Nightingale 0 on bough r As one far p aided 
from his la vet's view l 

Rouse Iheol awake I The Moon lights Union-night » As tho' such 
Union woke the Mom anew, 

This day Lhe blanicis take of us no heed, « And lute^Liings bid us all 
oiu joys ensue. 


1 I agiULl Milieu the leaders attention to the simplicity, the pathos, and 
the beauty of tins poi soaification of the lute, 

2 " They " foi she 

3 The Arabs vdy justly make the J< 'Andalib "-nightingale, masculine 
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Secsl: not how fom fold thing's conjoin in one, * Rohg, inyLtlo, scouts 
and blooms of goltlcil hue. 1 

Yen, here Lhis day the four chief joys unite; * Diinlt and dinais, btiiovcd 
and lover true t 

So win thy woiIdly joy, for joys go past * And naught but storied Laics 
and legends last 

When Nur al-Din heaid the girl sing these lines lie looked on her 
with eyes of love, and could scarce contain himself foi the violent c 
of his inclination to hei; and on like wise was it with her, because 
she glanced at the company who were present of the sons of the 
merchants, and she saw that Nur abDin was amongst the rest as 
moon among stars; foi that he was sweet of speech and replete 
with amorous grace, perfect in sfcUiuc and symmetry, brightness 
and loveliness, pure of all defect, than the Incite of morn softei, 
than Tasnim blander, as saith of him the poet 2 :— 

By his cheeks' unfading damask and his smiling tooth I swear, By the 
arrows that he feathers with the witcheiy oT his air, 

By his sides so soft ancl tender and his glances bright and keen, By 
the whiteness of his forehead and the blackness of Ins lmir, 

By his arched imperious eyebrows, chasing slumber fioni my 1 k!h With 
their yeas and nocs that hold me 'Lwi\L lejoieing and despair, 

By the scorpions that lie launches from liis linglcl-c,hi,stored brows, 
Seeking still to slay his lovcis with his ngoiua unaware, 

By the myrtle of his whiskers and the loses of his check, By his lips' 
incarnate rubies and his tceLh’s fine pcails and mio, 

By the straight and tender sapling of his shape, which for-its fi nil Doth 
the twin pomegranates, shining in Ins snowy bosom, wcsin, 

By his heavy hips lhat tremble, both m motion and repose, And the 
slender waist above them, all too slight then weight to bom, 

By the silk of his apparel and his quick and spiiglitly wit, By alJ 
attributes of bc.uiLy that me fallen to liIs slime , 

Lo, the musk e\hales its hagiance from his bioath, and elm the breeze 
From his scent the perfume bouows, that it boatteis everywhere*. 
Yea, the sun in all liis splendour cannot witli hib brightness vie, And 
the crescent moon’s a fragment tlml lie from his nails doth jmio. 

-And Shahnuad perceived the d.nvn of clay and ceased to 

say her permitted say, 

®m luljeu it luacf tljc <£<n&t Duirturl) nirt *ii'li)=riQ'ljl[j 

She continued, IL hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Nm 
al-Din was deliglilcd wall the gnl’s vciscs and he swayed horn 
side to side foi dimilcenness, and fell a-i>i;using hoi ami saying: 

1 Anwar ligliLs 01 Ilowcis See p 7 1 utftta 

2 These couplets have occurred in vol 1, inghl xix.: j,o I (mole 

Tdr Bayne i 
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A lutamst to us inclined » And stole our wits bemused with wine : 

And said to us liei lute, 11 The Loid ** Bade us di&couibc by voice 
drvinc " 

When she heaid him thus improvise, the girl gazed at him with 
loving eyes and redoubled in passion, and desire lor him increased 
upon her, and indeed she marvelled at his beauty and loveliness, 
symmetry, and giace, so that she could not contain herself, but 
took the lute m lap again and sang these couplets :— 

Pic blames me lor casting on him my sight * And pints ho' me bearing 
iny liftc and spnLc; 

He repels me but kens what my heart cnduies * As though Allah Him¬ 
self had inspired the wight: 

I pouitiaycd Ins poitiait in palm of hand * And cued to mine eyes, 
“ Weep your doleful plight, M 

For neitUci. shall eyes o£ me spy l\is like * Noi my heart havcpatieuee, 
to hear its blight : 

Where foie, will I teai. thcc Iloiu breast, O Hem l, * As one who Leg.uds 
bun with jealous spite, 

Ami when say I, “ 0 heart, he consoled fm pine," 1 ■ 'Tis that heaiL to 
none other shall c’ci incline. 

Nuf uhDin wondered at the charms of hei verso and lh<i elegance 
of her expression, and the sweetness of her voice and the elo¬ 
quence of her speech, and his wit fled for stiess of love and 
longing, and ecstacy and distraction, so that he could not lefiain 
iioni her a single moment, but henl to her and sLiatned her to 
his bosom ; and she in like manner bowed her fomi ovei his, 
and abandoned hcLsclf to his emlnace and bussed linn between the 
eyes. Then he hissed liei on the mouth and pta}'ecl with hei at 
kisses, afLer the maimer of the billing of doves; and she met him 
with like warmth and did with him as she was done by till the 
othois weie dnsLiacted and rose to their feet; wheienpon Niu al- 
Dm was ashamed and held his hand fioui her. Then she took 
hei luLe, and pi eluding Lhcieon in manifold modes lastly retained 
to the fust and sang those couplets :— 

A Moon, when lie bends him those eyes lay bate ^ A brand that gais 
gating gay ell 0 despair . 

A King, iaresl channs arc the host of him ► And lus lance-like shape 
men with canc compare \ 

Were his sottuess of sides to his heart haiisfeired % Plis fiiendhad not 
sulleied such e,nk and caLe : 

Ah for baldest heart and lor saltcst sides I * Why not that to these 
alia, make here go there? 
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0 Lhou who accusebt my love excuse . ■- Tukc eternal and leave mo the 
transient slime, 1 

When Nm al-Din heard the sweetness of hei voice and the Fine¬ 
ness of her veise, he inclined to her foi dcligliL and could not 
contain himself for excess of wonderment; so he recited these 
couplets ;— 

Me (bought she was the fojenoon sun until she donned Lhc veil « Ihit 
lit she fiie in vitals mine still flaiing fieicc and high, 

Hcnv had it hint hei an she deigned lehnn my poor .sahmi h With 
finger-tips m e'en vouchsafed one liLtlo wink of cyo ? 

The cavalier who spied hei face was wholly stupefied * Ry Chaims Unit 
giddy the place and eveiy chann outvie. 

"Ih this the Fan who makes llivo pine and long foi lovc-hessn? h 
I ndeed thou ait excused J ” 11 This is my fullest she " ; (quoth I) 

Who shot me wiLh the shaft of looks nor deign* In me my woes * Oi 
sli anger hood and broken heiut and love I must ahy : 

I rose a-morn with vanquished heart, to longing love a pmy M And 
iveep I through tile live lung day and all the night I riy, 

The girl mat veiled at his eloquence and elegance, and hiking her 
lute smote thereon with the goodlieM of pei foi maucc, icpeating 
all the melodies, and sang these couplets . — 

Ry the life o’ thy face, O thou life o’ my spnte ! „ I'll ne'er leave (liy 
love foi despair 01 delight 

When ait duel thy vision sUnrls haul by my siilo . Aael U\c Uum^ht 
of thee haunts me when f.u from sifjlu . 

O who saddcuest my {fiance alba weeliujf that [ , i ovc i„ |L ttly j ()V(J 
will for cvci recjuite ? 

Thy cheeks arc of Koseand thy hps-dews aie Wine ; ■ Say, wilt ,;i mhe 
them to us in llus clmi in trig bile ? 

Htieut Nm al-Dm was gladdened with exlienm foulness and 
won deied with the utmost wondei, so he answered hei veiso with 
these couplets — 


The sun yellowed not in the murk bIooiu UVii » Hut lay i>wn l unveiled 

'ncAth hoii/oti-chmo; 

Noi showed its crest to the ej cs of Mom , I5ut took rctiice horn mil 
ing with Moi mug-shine. 51 1 ' 


in the next worW aud^tot mo h.i!e l'Z Indus'"' ^ ^ wllh 

Dayhieal"fiom the‘'.nilclnef of^ha" wind! L '"’ 

shown hy the fu,t line whemin occms theIdl Juc “in *■' d 'in '? 

10 “" l daAne,s ]t ^oispmuuuh, oi iuZJZVl 
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Take iny tear-drops that tackle as chain on chain * And they'll tell my 
case with the clearest bi^n, 

An my tears be likened to Nite-flood, like * Malak's 1 flooded flat be 
this love o’ mine. 

Quotli she,. “Bring thy riches 1 M Qnotli 1, u Come, taker 1 ■ 11 And 
tliy sleep ? 11 11 Yes, take it from lids of eyne I " 

When the girl heard Nur al-Din’s woids and noted the beauty of 
his eloquence, her senses fled and her wit was dazed and love of 
him gat hold upon her whole heart. So she pressed him to her 
bosom ancl fell Lo lassing him like the billing of doves, whilst he 
returned her caresses with successive kisses; but pre-eminence 
appertained! to pieccdence . 3 When she had made an end of 
kissing, she took the lute and recited these couplets 1 — 

Alas, alack and wcl 1 - away for blamci’s calumny I ■ Whethei m not! 

make my moan or plead or show no plea. 

O spin nor of my love 1 ne'er of ihee su haid would deem * That 1 oF 
thee should be despised, of Lhee my piopciLy. 

I wont at lovers’ love to rail and for Llwn passion chide, * Hut now I 

fain debase myself to all who rail at thee: 

Yea, only yesterday I wont all amourists to blame * But now I pardon 
hearts that pine for passion's ec stacy ; 

And of my stress of partiug-stowie on me so heavy weighs * Al morning 
piaycr to Him I’ll cry, * l In .thy name, O Ali 1 " 

And also these two couplets — 

II is lovers said, “Unless he deign to give ns all a drink « Of wme, of 

fine old wine his lips deal in their purity, 

We to the Loid of Thicefold Woilds will pi ay to grant oui piayer, * 
And all exclaim with single ciy, “In thy name, O All I" 

Nur al-Din, hearing these lines and then rhyme, marvelled at the 
fluency of her tongue, and thanked hei, praising her grace and 
passing seductiveness; and the damsel, delighted at his praise, 
arose without stay or delay, and doffing all that was upon her of 
outer dress and Li inkets till she was free of all encumbrance, sat 
down on his knees and kissed him between the eyes and on his 

cheek-mole. Then she gave him all she had put oil.-And 

Shahiasiad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying hei 
permitted say, 

jlMu hjfjcn It ma tfjc ffiijrif nirtr Jftijr&t, 

She piusued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
gnl gave to Nur abDin all she had doffed, saying, “O beloved 

1 •' ftlakik M = level prounci. also tiact on the Nile sea. Lane, M.E. t n 
417 , and liwrdihm dt. Mubia, ,\ 82 . 

2 This sentiment has often been lcpeated, 
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of my heait, in very sooth the gift is after Lhc mcnmic of the 
k ivEr." So he accepted this fu>m liec and gave it bark to hoi 
and kissed hci on the mouth and cheeks and eyes. When this 
was ended and done, for naught is dmable save? the Living, the 
Eternal, Piomlcr of the peacock and the owl, 1 Nur aUMn inse 
from the seance and stood upon Ins feet, because the dailcuuss 
was now fallen and the stars shone out; whoieupon quoth the 
damsel to him, “Whithci away, O my loid?*' and qnoLh ho, 
f«To my fa then *s homed' Then the sons of the merchants conj mod 
him to night with them, but he refused, and mounting his slio- 
mule, lode wilhouL stopping tilt lie leached his paioitL's house, 
wheie his mothei met him and said to him, “O my son, wlmt hath 
kept thee away till this hour? By Allah, them hast tumbled 
myself and thy sue by thine absence fiom us, and our lion its have 
been occupied with thee." Then she cainc up to him to kiss him 
on lus mouth, and smelling the fumes of the wine, said, “O my 
son, how is it that after piayer and woiship thou hast hat nine a 
vme-bihbei aud a rebel against Him to Whom belong rieaticm 
and commandment?” BuL Nui al-Din tluew himself down cm 
the l)cd and lay there- Presently m came his sue and said, 
“What aileth Nur al-Din to lie thus?" and his mother answered, 
“’Twould seem his head achetli for the air of the gaiden. 1 ' So 
Taj ah "Din went up to his son to ask him of his minion L and 
salute him, and smelt the leek of wine. 9 Now the meiHiaiit loved 
not , wine-diinkers; so he said to Nur al-Din, “Woe to thee, O 
my son ! Is folly come Ln such a pass wall thou Lluil them 
diHikest wine ? M When Nur abDin heanl his site say this, he 
laiscd his hand, being yet in his dmnkennoss, and dealt him a 
buffet, when by ilecico of the Decfuci, the blow lit on his lather's 
ught eye, which ioiled down on his cheek; whereupon he full 
a- swoon and lay thcicin .awhile. They spimklcd josc-wuUu on 
him till lie lccoveied, when he would have beaten his son; buL 
the mother withheld him, and he swore, by the oath of divoico 
from his wife, that as soon as morning mouowed Iks would 
assuredly cut off his son's light hand. 11 When she 1km id Jiet 


x The owl comes iu because “ burn ” (pmu boom) \ hymns with Knyymn 
— the 12 Lei n al 

2 Tol an incident like tins sec my piJgi image (vol i. iyO), I low ime to 
Hatuie the whole thing is, the fond moLliei c\c using hei boy ,inil tho nuir- 
UcU father putting the «\c\\sc aside Ismopean paternity, hmvuvtn, would 
pinbably exclaim, “The beasl’s in Ikjuoi I" 

3 In ancient Limes this suenih to have been the imivois.d and nnhain 
inainctno tiealiuont of Lhe baud that sliuck n fal 1 km by Nui al-Din s 
flight ihc clnmce-tutfh became technically null and void, foi Taj al-bm had 
Mvom tu mutilaLe ln£, son ne\t morning, 
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husband^ woids her bieast was straitened and she feared for her 
son, and ceased not lo soothe and appease his sire till sleep over¬ 
came him. Then she waited till moon-use, when she went in to 
her son, whose diunkeimess had now deputed from him, and said 
to him, “ 0 Nur al-Din, what is tins foul deed thou diddest with 
ttry sire? 1 ' He asked, “ And what did I with him?" and 
answered she, “Thou dealtest him a buffet on the right eye and 
struclcest it out so that it rolled down I115 cheek; and he hath 
sworn by the thvoice-oath that, as soon as morning shall morrow, 
he will withouL fail cut off thy right hand," Nur al-Diu repented 
him of that lie had done, whonas repentance profited him naught, 
and h\s mother said lo him, “ O my sou, tins penitence will not 
profit thee ; nor will aught avail thee but that thou arise forth¬ 
with and seek safely in bight * go forth the house privily, and take 
refuge with one of thy friends and there what Allah shall do 
await, for He changeth case aftci case and state upon state," 
Then she opened a chest and taking out a piuse of an hundred 
dinais said, “ O my son, take these dinars and provide thy wants 
tlieiewith, and when Lliey are at an end, 0 my son, send and let 
me know thereof that I may send thee other than these, and at 
the same lime convey to me news of thyself privily: haply Allah 
will decree thee relief and thou shall return to thy home." And 
she faiewtlled him and wept passing sore, naught could be more. 
Thereupon Nur al-Din took the purse of gold and was about to 
go foith, when he espied a great purse containing a thousand 
dinars, which liis mother had forgotten by the side of the chest. 
So he took this also and binding the two purses about his middle/ 
set out before dawn, threading the stieets in the direction of 
Bulak, wlicie he arnved when day bloke and all cieatures arose, 
attesting the unity of Allah the Opener, and went forth each of 
them upon his several business to win that which Allah had unto 
him allotted. Reaching Bulak he walked on along the river- 
bank till he sighted a ship with her gangway out and her four 
anchors made fast to the land. The folk were going up into hei 
and coming down from her, and Nur al-Din seeing some sailors 
there standing, asked them whither they were bound, and they 
answeied, “To Roselta-city." Quoth lie, “Take me with 
you"; and quoth they, 11 Well come, and welcome too, to thee, O 


1 So Rodcuc Random and his companions “sewed their money between 
the lining and the waistband of Lheii bieeclies, except some loose silver for 
immediate expense 011 the load.” For a description, of these purses see 
Pilgnmagc, 1. 37, 
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g-oodly one!” So he betook himself foit blight to Lhc niaikel, 
and buying what he needed of vivcis and bedding and coveting, 
ietinned to the poit and went on botiul lhc ship, which was 
ready to sail, and tarried with him but a Hide while before slio 
weighed anchor, and fared on wilhouL stopping till she leached 
Rosetta , 1 2 3 where Hnr ai-Din saw a small boat going to AIcsxiUuHu. 
So he cm balked in it and travel sing the sea-arm of Rosetta faiod 
on till he came to a bridge called Al-Jdmi, whcio he handed and 
enteied Alexandra by Lite gate called the Gate of the LotoUoi\ 
Allah piolected him, so that none of those who sLood on guaul 
at the gate saw him, and ho walked on till he onteicd the city 

-And Shaluazad perceived the dawn of day and coawcl to say 

her pcinutlcd say. 

jRciii \\)lm It ma tljc (Eiflljt lbtmfirrti nnfl S>riif«hcf& 

She lesuined, It hath reached me, 0 auspicious King, that when 
Nur al-Din entered Alexandria he foinul it a nty goodly of 
pleasaunceSj delightful Lo its inhabitants ami inviting to inhabit 
therein. Winter had fated horn it wiXli his cold and 1 'iuue was 
come to it with his loses: its flowms were kindly Jipo and welled 
forth its nils, Indeed, it was a city goodly of oidm.meo and 
disposition , its folk wove of the best of men, and whim the gates 
thereof were shut, its folk were vsafod And it was even as is said 
of it in these couplets:— 

Quoth I to a connade one day, * A man of good spool'll and tain, 

“ Describe Alexandria. 1 ’ * Quolli Inn u ’Us n uuurU tow id* 

Quotli I, “ Is there living therein ? M « And ho, ° An the: mini blow 
theta. 11 

Or as saith one of the poets 

Alexandra's a frontici J, j * Whoso dews of lips aie sweet and eluai , 
How fair the coining to it is, * So one; lliei'cin no l.mm sjuna 1 

Nur al-Din walked about the city mid ceased noL walking fill ho 
cime to the merchants’ baziu, whence he passed on to tins mail 
of the money-cliangeis and so on in tiun to the inrukets of Liu 1 
con fee Lionels and fimteicis and druggists, mm veiling, as ho wont, 


1 Arab. "Rashid" (om Rosetla), a counplion of Uio Coiilie Titisbil* 
ever famous ftn Lhc Stone 

2 Foi a paiallul passage in pmiso of Cano, see vol i night. \wiu clc 
Ihe editoi ol scube was evidently an Fjj) pii .lh 

3 /Viab " Saglii " (Tliagr), the opening nf the lips *,liowni.r Liu; leotli 

See vol i inglit ,ivi, 0 
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at the city, for that the uatrne of Us qvuihties accottkd with its 
name. 1 As he walked in the druggists' bazar, behold, an ukl man 
came down from his shop and saluting him, Look him by the 
hand and earned him to Ins home. And Nur al-Din saw a fan 1 
by-street, swept and spifoklcd, whereon the zephyr blew and marie 
pleasantness peivaclc it, and the leaves of the liees oveishaded it, 
Theiem stood thiee houses and at the upper end a mansion, 
whose foundations were firm sunk in the watei and its walls 
towered to the confines of the sky. They had swept the space 
before it and they had sprinkled it freshly ; so it exhaled the 
fragrance of flowcis, borne 011 the zephyr which btealhed upon 
the place; and the scent met those who approached it 011 such 
wise as it were one of the gardens of Paiadise. And, as they 
had cleaned and cooled the by-sLreet’s head, so was the end of iL 
With maible spiead. The Shaykh earned Nur al-Dm into the 
house and setting somewhat of food before him ate with his 
guest. When Lhey had made an end of eating, the dmggist 
said to him, n When earnest thou hither fiom Cairo? 11 and Niu 
al-Din replied, “ Tins v cry night, O my father” Quoth the old 
man, 11 What is thy name ? ” and quoth he, “All Nm al-Din ,J 
Said the druggist, 41 O my son, O Nur al-Dm, be the triple 
divoice incumbent on me, ail thou leave me so long as thou 
abidcsL in this city; and I xn\\ set thee apart a place wherein 
thou lnayst dwell.” Nur al-Din asked, “ 0 my Ioid the Shaykh, 
let me know moie of thee " ; and the other answeied, “ Know, 
0 my son, that some years ngo I went to Caiio wiLh mer¬ 
chandise, which I sold theie and bought othci, and I had 
occasion for a thousand dinars. So thy sire Taj al-Dm weighed 
them 011L 3 for me, all unknowing me, and would take no wnUen 
word of me, but had patience with me till I returned hither and 
sent him the amount by one of tny servants, together with a 
gift. I saw thee, whilst thou wasl little ; and, if it please Allah 
Lhc Most High, I will lepay thee somewhaL of the kindness Lhy 
father did me.” When Nui al-Din heaul the old man's story, 
he showed joy, and pulling out wiLh a smile the ptuse of a 
thousand dinais, gave it to his host Llie Sliaykh and said to 
him, “Take chaige ol this deposit for 111c, against I buy me 


1 IsUiiuIeu iyati. the city of Isluindai or Alexaiulei llic Great, whose 

11 Soma. 1 ' wan attuictivD to the GLeeb, a-, the coipse of the Piophet Daniel 
afterivaich was to the Moslems Tim choice of site, then occupied only by 
tlio paupoi village of Rhacotb, is one proof of many that the Macedonian 
conqueui had the inspuation of genius 

2 i.s paid them down See nights xxvn and Ivi 
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somewhat of merchandise whereon lo trade." Ihen he abode 
some time in Alexandra city taking his pleamuo ovciy clay in Us 
tliOLOiiffhfaics, eating and diHiking and indulging InmseK wiLh 
mirth and merriment till he had made an end of the bundled 
clmais he had kept by way of spending-money; whereupon he 
Lepnned to the old diuggist, to take of him somewhat of the 
thousand dinars to spend, but found him not in his shop and Uiok 
a seat therein to await his lclmn. He sat there gazing light and 
left, and amusing himself with watching the merchants and 
passcis-by i and as he was thus engaged behold, Lhcie came inLo 
the bazar a Peismn uding on a shc-mulc and cai iyinff behind 
him a damsel, as she were aigent of alloy free 01 a fish lUki 1 * 
^ mimic sea ol a cloe-gazclie oil desert lea. lieu lace outshone 
the sun in shine and .she had witching eyno and hi casts of ivoiy p 
white teeth of maiguerite, slendeL waist and sides dimpled deep, 
and calves like tails of fat sheep 3 ; and indeed she was pm foci m 
beauty and loveliness, cleganl stature and symmet ik al tfiaui, even 
as saith one, describing her 3 :— 

'T'was as by will of her she was cLOatc * Not bUcilI hoi long, but 
Beauty’s mould and mate : 

blushes reddest when she sees those cheeks * And ft nils the 
bough those imu\ r el chaum. anmlc : 

Moon it, her faroiu, Musk Ihc scent of lid, * lhfinch in her shape:— 
she passeth maids estate : 

'Tis e'en as \mc sho cast in freshest pom I, * And evciy limb It' L hhmvs 
a moon innate. 

picsently the Pei sian lighted down from his sho-inulo and making 
the damsel also dismount, loudly summoned the biokcu and said 
to hnu as soon as he cnnic, Take this damsel and cry luu 1 feu 
sale in the market.” So he took hci, and leading her to the 
middlemost of the bazai disappeared foi a while and presently 
he returned with a stooV of ebony, inlaid with lvmy, and selling 
it upon the giound, seated lieu theicon. Then he mined luu veil 
and discovered a face as it wcic a Median t:ugu 4 oi a rlusUT of 

i Aiab “ Halli>ah," Sonnini's " JJolli," and Nebulous (because it is 
cloiul-co loured when hied), tlie Labi us Niloticus horn its l.ibiani huge floshy 
lip^ It lives on the “leaves of Paradise," lienee the ilcsl) is delicate and 
saiouiy, and it is caught with the dpemci 01 swcep-ncl in the Kile, canals, 
and pools 

a Aiab 11 Liyyali,” not n delicate coinpauson, but e\cmlingly apt, besides 
rhyming to "JXdliyah " The caiuU of the " fivc-cjniuUu sheep, whose bills 
aic so bioacl and thick that llieie is as much ilosh upon them as upon n 
qiiaitci of then both,’ 1 must not be cmilounded with Lhn lank appendaf-p' ol 
cm bullish muttons Sec i 25, Di, BuliicU’s Linsclioton (IlaUuyt Sue,, ititb,) 

3 A \ai mat occurs in sol m liitflil cccx 

4 Aiab " Tais Dayhimj," a small shield of brig'llL metal 
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peak Is 1 ; and indeed she was like the full moon, when it filleth on 
its fourteenth night, accomplished in bulliant beauty. As saith 
the poet:— 

Vied the full moon for folly with hci face, * But was eclipsed 2 3 and split 
foi lage full soie; 

And if the spiremg Ban with her contend, * Peiish her hands who load 
of fuel bore 0 1 

And how well saith another :— 

Say to the fair in the wioughlen veil, * How hast made that monlc-likc 
woi shipper ail P 

Light of veil and light of face under it * Wade the hohts of daikness to 
fly from bale ; 

And, when came my glance to steal look at cheek, * With a meteor- 
shaft the Guard made me quail 4 

Then said the broker to the merchants, 5 6 * * “How much do ye bid for 
the union-pearl of the diver and piize-qimny of the fowlei ? M 
Quoth one, “ She is mine for an hundred dinais.” And another 
said, “Two hundred, ,T and a third, “ Tluee hundred” ; and they 
ceased not to bid, one against other, till they made her puce nine 
hundied and fifty dinars, and there the biddings stopped, awaiting 

acceptance and consent. 0 -And Sliahrazad perceived the dawn 

of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


JIMu toljni It tujTO tl)c Ijhnitivch rmh ScUcntpHitrirt 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
lnetcluints bid one against other till they made the price of 
the gni nine hundred and fifty dinais. Then the bjokei went 
up to her Petsian master and said to him, “ The biddings for 
this thy slave-giil have reached nine hundred and fifty dinars; 
so say me, will thou sell her at that pnee and take the money ? 11 
Asked the Persian, u Doth she consent to this ? I desire to fall in 
wiLh hci wishes, for I sickened on my journey hithei and this 


1 Aiab "Kankab al-clurii l u ice PilgiLiiuf'e, li 82 

2 Aiab, '• Kus&E" applied to the moon; Klnisuf being the solai eclipse 

3 “May Abtt Lahab's hands perish . and his wife be a bearer oC 
faggots I"—1( 01 an. cxi 184, The allusion is neat 

4 Alluding to the angels who shoot cloivn the Jinn See vol, i night x\ii, 

5 For a similar scene see Ah Shar and Zumurrud, vol iu night cccviii. 

6 tc of the gul whom, as Ihe sequel shows, hei owner had piormsed not 

to sell without lier consent. This was and is a common practice Sea vol. ill 

night ccc\. 
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handmaid tended me with all possible tenderness, wherefore l 
sware not to sell her hut to him whom she should like and approve, 
and I haw put her sale m hei own hand, So do thou consult 
her and if she say, I consent! sell her lo whom thou wilt; but an 
she say, No! sell her not." So the biokci went up lo bci and 
asked her, 11 0 Pnnccss of fiin ones, know that Lhy jnnsLer putLcih 
thy sale in thine own hands, and thy price hath loathed nine 
hundred and fifty dinars; dost thou give me leave to sell thee ? " 
She answered, “ Show me him who is minded tu buy me, heloni 
clinching' the bargain." So he brought her up to one of the 
inci chants, a man stiickeu wiLh ycats and dcciepit; and si us 
looked at lnm a long while, then tinned to Lho hiokei and said 
lo him, 11 0 bioker, art thou Jiim-mad oi afflicLed in Lhy wit?" 
Replied he, "Why dost thou ask me Lhis, O Ihincess ot fail 
ones?” and said she, “Is it pci mil tod thee oi Allah lo sell the 
like of me to yonder deciepil old man ? " When the old mm chant 
heard this ill flouting from the damsel, he was wioth with wuith 
exceeding, beyond which was no proceeding, and said Lo the hiokm, 
“O most ill-omened of bickers, thou hast not bioughL into 
the market this ill-conditioned wench but Lo gibe mo and make 
mock of me before the merchants." Then the broker Look hei 
aside and said to her, “O my lady, lie not wanting ni self-ins poet. 
The Shaykh at whom thou didst mode is the Syndic of the 1 m/*'U 
and Inspector 1 thereof and a committee-man of the council 
of the merchants." But she laughed and improvised these two 
couple ts — 

It behoveth folk who mle m oiu Lime, * Am\ 'Us one of the iIuIkih of 
iumg istrale-^ lup % 

To hang up the Willi above 1ns door - Ami boat wiLli u whip tho 
Mohtasib! 


Adding, “By Allah, 0 my lord, I will mot lie sold to youdeu old 
mau i so sell me fo othei than him, for Imply he will ho abaslunl 
at me and vend me again arid I shall become a moic servant ,J and 
it. hesfieineth not that I sully myself with menial service ; and 
indeed thou lcnowesl that the nialLei of my sale is umimiUnd to 
myself." He replied, “ I hear and I obey,” and tallied her to u 
mail which was one of the chief meiduints. And when standing 


1 Arab •• Mohlasih," in the ftlagliub " JUoluab," Ihe officer fhsui-tnl willi 
inspecting weights and mo.-unu es, and with punishing baud V nnou>, wav-. 
bucl\ as, naUmir the. cUcrU's ea\s In Ins shop’s shutter, 1tc 

2 Evfliywlieie m the Moslem East the slave bolds himself sinieiicu lo the 
menial freeman, a fad vhu-h I would lmpicss upon llie scvoul Ami-sl,ivei v 

'** m °^ y tUcU "-Pledge, and whoso 
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hard by him the broker asked, 11 How sayest thou, O my lady ? 
Shall I sell thee to my lord Sharif zil-Dfn here for mne hundred 
and fifty gold pieces ? " She looked at him and, seeing him to 
be an old man with a dyed beaid, said to the broker, " Art thou 
silly, that thou wouldst sell me to this worn-out Fathei Antic? 
Am I cotton refuse or thieadbare rags that Lhou marchest me 
about from greybeard to gieybeard, each like a wall ready to fall 
or an I flit smitten down of a fire-ball? As for the first, the poet 
had him in mind when he said 1 :— 

fl I sought of a fail maid to lass her lips of coral led, But, 11 No, by IIini 
who fashioned Unrigs fioin nothingness I " she said. 

Unto the white of hoary hairs I never had a mind, And shall my mouth 
be stuffed, forsooth, with cotton, ere I'm dead?" 

And how goodly is the saying of the poet 

The wise have said that wliiLc of hair is light that shines and robes * 
The Taoe of man wiLli majesty and light that awes the sight; 

Vet until hoary seal shall stamp my pm Ling-placc of hair * I hope and 
pi ay that same may be black as the blackest night. 

Albe Tune-whitened boa id of mail be like the book lie bears 3 * When 
to his Loid lie must return, I’d rallici 'tweie not white. 

And yeL goodlier is tho saying of another:— 

A guest h:\Lh stolen on my head and honour may he lack 1 « The sword 
a milder deed hath done that dated these locks to hack. 

Avaunt, O Whiteness/ 1 wherein naught of blight ness gladdens sight i 
ThoiihL blackcL in the eyes of me than very blackest black I 

As for Lhe othci, he is a model of wail ton ness and scuriilousness 
and a blackcner of the face of hoariness ; his dye actetli the 
foulest of lies ; and the tongue of his case reeiteth these lines 1 :— 

Quoth she to me, n T see thou dy’st thy hoaiiness M ; and I, “I do but 
hide it fiom thy sight, O thou mine ear and eye I " 

She laughed out mockingly and said, 11 A wonder, ’tis indeed ! Tliou so 
aboundost in deceit that even thy hair's a lie.” 

And how excellent is the saying of the poet*— 


1 These lines, extended to tlnee couplets, occur m vol lii night cccx. I 
quote Mi Payne 

2 " At this examination (on Judgment Day) Mohammedans also believe 
that each peison will have the book, wheiein all the actions of his life are 
wiitten, delivered to him; which books the lighteous will leceivein their light 
hand, and Lead with gi eat pleasme and satisfaction, hut the ungodly will be 
obliged to take them, against their wills, in their left (Koian, \vii , xviii,, lxix , 
and k*xiv ), which will be bound behind then backs, then tight hand being 
tied to Lhuii necks ” Sale, Pielunumry Discourse, Sect, iv 

3 " Whiteness " (bayaz) also meaning lubtre, hononi 

4 This again occurs in vol tii night cccx So I quote Mr Payne, 
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O thou who dyest hoauncss with blade, - That youth wi 1 Uioo abide, at 
]east in show; 1 

Look ye, my lot vab dy Id blade wbiloino - And (lake my woicll) nano 
other hue ’twill giow 

When the old man with dyed beaid hoard such wouls fiom the 
slave-girl, he raged with exceeding iage in fury's last sLago and 
said to Hie biokoi, “ O most ill-oincned of biokois, this day Lliou 
hast brought to our maiket naught save this gibing baggage Lu 
flout at all who aLC thcicin, one after other* and tleer at them WiLh 
flytmg verse and idle jest ? M And ho came down fioin lus shop 
and smote on the face the biokei, who Look liex an-ailgeied and 
carried her aAvay saying to her, £t -By Allah, never in my life saw 
I a more shameless wench than thyself 1 ! Thou hast cut oh my 
daily bread and thine own this day, and all Lho mcidnuUs will 
bear me a giudge on Lliinc account." Then they saw on the way 
a merchant called Shihab al-Din who hid ten dinais moio for 
hei^ and the bicker asked hei leave to sell her to him. CJuotJi 
she, “Trot him out that 1 may see him and question him oJ a 
certain thing, which if he have in his house, I will lie sold to him ; 
and if not, then not." So thebiokei left hoi sl.mduig Llieie and 
going up to Shihab al-Din, said to him, “ O my luid, laiuw that 
yonder damsel tells me she hath a mind Lo ask Lliee somewhat, 
winch an thou, have, she will bo sold Lo thee. Now thou liusL 
he aid whaL she said Lo thy fellows, the meielMiiLs,”--- And 
Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased Lo say her 
permitted say. 

J3pta toljcit it Uin a t&c (Eialjt ^imtoucta rmti ScbcidiMSccmiti JlDigljf, 

She continued, It hath icachcd me, O auspicious King, that lho 
brokei said to the merchant, “Thou hast hcuid what this hand¬ 
maid said to thy follows, the Uadeis, and by Allah, 1 foai Lo king 
hei to thee lest she do with Lhee like as she did with Lhy neigh¬ 
bour s and so -1 fall into disgrace wiLh thee : but, an thou hul mo 
bung her to thee, I will biiug her." Quoth the men haul, 
41 Hitliei with her to me." “Healing and olicying," answeiod 
the Luoker, and fetched for the pmehaser Lite damsel, who looked 
at him and said, “O my Ioul, Shihab al-Dm, hast Limit in thy 
house lound cushions stuffed with enmne stnps?" Keplied 
Shihab al-Din, “Yes, 0 Ptinccss of fail ones, I have al home 
half u scoie such cushions ; but I coujulc Lliec [)y Allah, (c|l me, 

I Hei impudence ]s intended lo be that of a L.iplivo lhmccjss, 
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what will thou do with them ? n Quoth she, “ I will bear with 
thee till lliou be asleep, when I will lay them on thy mouth and 
nose and pi ess them down till thou die. 1 ’ Then she turned to the 
bicker and said to him, “O thou refuse of Lnokeis, meseemeth 
thou ait mad, in that thou showest me this hour past, fiist to a 
pair of grcy-beaids, in each of whom aie two faults, and then 
thou proflfeiest me to my lord Shihab al-Dm whoicin be three 
defects ; fiisLly, lie is dwarfish; secondly, he hath a nose which is 
big ; and thiidly, he hath a beaid which is long. Of him quoth 
one of the poets :— 

We nevci heard of wight nor yet espied * Who amid men thiee gifLs 
hath unified : 

To wit, a beard one cubit long, a snout * Spaii-l-ung, and figiue tall a 
finger wide, 

Aud quoth anotliei poet:— 

Fiom the plain of his face spiings a minaLct « Like a be^iel of Ling on 
liis fingei set: 

Did ciuaticm entoL that vasLy nose * No cum. ted thing wuiild ehewhei <; 
be mcL. 

When Shihab al-Din heaid this lie came down fiom Ins shop and 
seized the hiolcei by the collar, saying, N O scurviest of lnokeis, 
what aileth thee to bung us a damsel to ilout and make mock of 
us, one after other, with her verses and talk that a cm so is? 1 ’ So 
Lhe biokcr took hei and earned her away fiom befoie linn and 
fared, saying, <f By Allah, all my life long, since I have plied this 
profession never set I eyes on the like of Lhee fox lunnannerliness 
1101 aught moic curst to me than thy stai, for thou hast cutoff my 
livelihood Lhis day, and I have gained no profit by thee save cuffs 
on the neck-nape and catching by the collar I" Then he biought 
hei to the shop of another merchant, owner of negio slaves and 
white servants, and stationing hei befoie him, said to her, 11 Wilt 
thou be sold to this my loid ’Ala al-Din?" She looked at him, 
and seeing him hump-backed, said, n This is a Gobbo,” and quoth 
the poet of him :— 

Hi awn in thy shouldeis aie and spine thrust out, * As seeking sUu 
which Satan gave the lout 1 ; 

Or as he tasted had fust smack of scorn go * And looked in nuuvcl for 
a second bout, 

And saith another on the same theme.— 


i p e bent gioundwards. 
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As one ot you who mounted mule, » A high! foi men to ridicule: 

Is't not a farce P who feels surprise * An sUnt ajul boll with him the 
mule ? 

And another on a similar subject .— 

OTt hunchback lUlrletli to his bundiy back * Faults which gai folk upon 
his front look black ’ 

Like branch distort and diicd by length of days * With chums hanging 
from Jt loose and slack. 

With this the broker hiuiicd up to hei, and cauying hoi to another 
merchant, said to her, “WilL thou be sold to this one?" She 
looked at him and said, H In very sooth this man is bluo-eyed 1 2 ; 
how wilt thou self me to him ? 11 Ouoth one of the poets .— 

11 ih eyelids solo and bleared * Weakness ot frame denote r 
Aibe ye loll: and see * Within his eyes Lius mule f 

Then the broker cairicd her to anolhei, and she looked at him, 
and seeing that lie had a long board, said to the binkot, f ‘ J'io upon 
Lhee! This is a ram, whose tail hath spioulcd fioni his gullet. 
Wilt thou sell me to him, O unluckiest of biokeis? Hast thou 
not heaid say —All long of beaul aie liLtle of wits ? Indcud, 
after the measure of the length of the beaul is Lhe lack of sense , 
and Lilts is a well-known thing among men of uiideihtanding. ,t 
As saith one of the poets:— 

Ne T ei was a man with beaid giown ovcilong T * Tho’ be he therefore 
reverenced and leai’tl, 

But who the shortness no Led ill his wits * Added to lungmiss noted 
m his heard, 

And quoth another 11 :— 

l lia\ e a irnjiid with a beaul which God hath made to gimv Lo a useless 
length, 

It is like unto one of the nights oi wilder long and dark and cold, 

WiLh this the biolcer took her and turned away with hoi, and trim 
asked, “ WhiLhei goesL thou with me?" He answeiotl, “ U,u.k to 
thy master the Persian; it sullheth me what hath beiallcn mo 
because of thee ibis clay; foi lliou hast been the means oi spoiling 
both my liade and his by llunc ill manneis." Then she looked 
about the inaikct liifht and left, front and Leai, till, by Urn dot loo 
of the Decieei, her eyes fell on All Niu ul-lhn the Chinene. So 


1 Slg Mil Hi night cccl Ill iU.uuci'0 Za'at is nmilied in n ,.,,,1, 

fan slaii, lul lun and bine eyes (Gulhic blood?) and U, u Liam is'iiol uinihli- 
mentary as Sultan Yn/itl Z.i ai " 11 e" 

2 •lhe liiies ]uLci.r.cuiiulbcfoie(vol m niifliLcrcs,), I inioln Mi lane 

“ If) 1,l ; th >* 111 1,,lyiu ‘ ,mvc ‘“'---l Hie ] K.mt it. “ h.i'/ii lav ah'" 

•a cettain mgUi svticn ln a mu.li lss hiut left him so lone y 3 ‘ 
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she gazed at him and saw luin 1 to he a comely youtli of stiaight 
slim foLm and smooth of face, fourteen years old, rare in beauty 
and loveliness and elegance ancl amorous grace like the full moon 
on the fourteenth night, with forehead flower-white and cheeks* 
losy-red, neck like alabaster and teeth than jewels finer, and 
dews of lips sweeter than sugar, even as sailh of him one of his 
descubers :— 

Came to match him in beauty and loveliness rare «- Full moons and 
gazelles, but quoth I, " Soft fare I 

Faie softly, gazelles, nor yomselves compare * With him and, O 
moons, all your pains foibcni J " 

And how well saith anolhei baud :— 

Slim-waisted lovcling, from his lniir and blow ■ MTen wake a-inom in 
night and light renewed. 

Blame not the mole that dwcUeth on his check » For Nuhnnim’s bloom 
aye shows spot ncgio lined 

When the slave-gnl beheld Nur al-Din he interposed between her 
and her wits ; she fell in love to him with a great and sudden fall 

and hei hemt was taken with affection foi him;-And Shall - 

lazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted 
say- 

JQohi to&ni it ton tjjc ffiialjt biintucH antf g>rticuti>dEiti , tj 

She pm sued, It hath leached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the slave-gnl beheld Nur al-Din, her heaiL was taken with affection 
foi him; so she turned to the brokei and said to him, “ Will nol 
yonder young mei chant, who is sitting in the gown of striped 
bioadclotli among the tradeLS, bid somewhat mote foi me ? ,J The 
biolcer leplied, u O lady of fair ones, yonder young man is a 
stianger from Cairo, where his falher is chief of the Iruclei-guild 
and surpassed! all the nieichants and notables of the place He 
is but lately come to this our city and iodgeLh with one of his 
father’s filends ; but ho hath made no bid for thee nor more nor 
less.' 1 When the gul heard the bioker's words she drew from her 
linger a cosily signet-ling of ruby and said to the man, 11 Carry me 
to yonder youth, and if he buy me, this ung shall be thine, in 
leqmtal of thy UavaiL with me this day. M The brokei rejoiced at 

i Arab 11 Raat-hu M This apparently haimless word Suggests One Similar 
in sound and meaning which gave some lionble in its day Says Mohammed 
111 the Koian (ii 98), “O ye who believe I say not (to the Apostle) Rd'mA (look 
at us) but U117 urn fi (legat'd us)" M Ra'ina " as pronounced In Hebrew 
means ■* oui bad one " 
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this and brought her up to Nnr al-Dm, and sho cousidored him 
straitly and found him like the full moon, pcifucL in loveliness and 
a model of fine staLine, and synnnclric glace, even as sailh of him 
one of his descnbei s ;— 

Waieis of beauty o'er Ms checks flow Might, - And min his glances 
shafts that sorely smite : 

Choked avc liis Iovcls an he deal disdain s * IjiILcicsL draught dm lay¬ 
ing love-delight. 

His foiehcad and liis statmc and my love * Aic pm Mot poilcrted per¬ 
fection-dighL ; 

His laiment iolds enfold a lovely neck < As descent moon in poJIul 
buttoned tight i 

His ayne and twinnfid moles and Lears of me * Am night Ui.it niglitelh 
to the nighthest night. 

Ills eyebrows and his icaLuies and my fiame 1 2 * Ciesoinits on descents 
me as descents slight . 

His pupils pass the wine-cup to his friend* * Which, albo sweet, task-, 
bittei to my spiiLe ; 

And to my tliiibtv Lhicvat pure drink ho dealt * 1'iom smiling tips wind 
day wc wore unite 

TJien is my blood to lnm, my deaLh io linn, - Ills right and lightlul 
and most righteous light 

The girl gazed at Nur al-Din and said, “ O my loid, Allah upon 
Ihec, am I not beautiful ? ” and he lepliod, H C) Hum ess of Jail 
ones, is there in the world a comehei than thou ? ” bho lejoinudj 
“Then why sccst thou all the oLlier meichantM bid high fm inn 
and ait silent, nor sayest a woid, neither widest one diuai to iny 
price? 'Twould seem I please thee not, O my lord 1 ” Ounili he, 
tf O my lad}', weie I in my own land, 1 had houghl then with all 
that my hand possesselli of moneys 11 ; and quoth she, 11 0 iny Joul, 
I said not, Huy me against thy will, yet didst thou 1 miL add some¬ 
what to my price it would heaitcn my heaiL, Lhmigli thou buy mo 
not, so the meichants may say .—Wolo not tins gill handsome, 
yonder merchant of Cairo had not hidden foL her, lot the (kuicuns 
aie connoisseurs m slave-guls, 1 ' These wends abashed Nm al- 
Din and ho blushed and said to the biokcr, “ lLow high aio the 
biddings for her?” ITe leplied, M Hei price hath leached nine 
hundred and sixty dinais, 3 besides biokciage, as Loi the Sudan's 
dues they fall on the sellei ,T Quoth Nm il LoL me Imve 

her foi a Lhousand dinars, brokeiage and puce,” And the damsel 
hastening to the fore and leaving the bicker, said, u L sell myscll 

1 By leason of its leanness 

2 In the Mac Mil "lolly " Foi a sc cine wlncli ilkisliuks Lins Jiu-ic.mlilu 

transaction, see my 1 ’iJgiimage, l S 3 , and its cieilucLinii, 
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to this handsome young- man for a thousand dinais." But Nur 
ah Din held his peace. Quoth one, “ We sell to lnm "; and anothei, 
“He deseLveth her” ; and a Ihiid, u Accursed, son ofaccuised, is 
he who biddeth and doth not buy ! 11 and a fomth, " By Allah, 
they befit each other I n Then, bcfoie Nur al-Dm could thinly the 
broker fetched Nazis and witnesses* who wroLe out a contiact of 
sale and purchase * and the broker handed the paper to Nur 
al-Din, saying, n Take thy slave-girl and Allah bless thee in her, 
for she beseemeth none but thee and none hut thou beseeineth 
her.” And he lecited these two couplets.— 

Boon Foitiino sought him in humblest way 1 * And came to him th aggie - 
t Ailed, nil-a-stir : 

And none is fittest for him but she, * And none is fittest but he lor 
h cr. 

Hereat Nur al-Dm was abashed before the merchant j so he arose 
without stay or delay and weighed out the thousand dinars which 
he had left as a deposit with his father's fiiend the druggist, and 
taking the gul, earned her to the house wheiein the Shayk had 
lodged him. When she cnteied and saw nothing but lagged 
patched outputs and worn-out nigs, she said to him, “ O my lotd, 
have I no value to thee and am I not worthy that thou shouldst 
bear me to thine own house and home wheiein are thy goods, that 
thou IningehL me into thy servant's lodging? Why dost thou not 
cairy me to thy father’s dwelling?” He leplied, " 13 y Allah, O 
Piincess of fair ones, this is my house wherein I dwell; but it 
belongctli to an old man, a dmggist of this city, who lmLhset it 
apart for me and lodged me therein. 1 told thee that I was a 
btiairgu. and that I am of the sons of Cairo city,” She rejoined, 
“O my lord, the least of houses suffice kh till thy return to thy 
native place; but, Allah upon thee, O my laid, go now and fetch 
us somewhat of roast meat and wine and dried fiuit and desseit. 1 ' 
Quoth Nur al-Dm, “ By Allah, O Piincess of fair ones, I had no 
money with me but the thousand dinars I paid down to thy pi ice 
nor possess I any oLher good. The few diihams I owned iveie 
spent by me yesterday. 1 ’ Quoth she, 4< Hast thou no fiiend in the 
town, of whom thou maysl boirow fifty dnliams and bring them to 
me, Lhal I may tell thee what thou shalt do there with ? 11 And he 
said, “I have no intimate but the druggist." Then he betook 
himself fort hug ht to the druggist and saicl to him, M The Peace be 


i See vo l. ii, night kiv , dragging or hailing the skiits = walking willi- 
onl Hie usual iLmt m waggei , lime it means assuming the humble manuois 
of a slave m piesence of the master 
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upcnt thee, O uncle! ” He returned his salam and .said to him, “ O 
my son, ivlmt hast thou bought foi a thousand dinsus this day ? M 
Niu al-Din replied, n I have bought a slave gnl” ; and the oldster 
lejomed, “Omyson, ait thou mad that thou gives! a Lliousanrl 
dinais for one slave-ghi ? Would I knew what kind of slave-gill 
she is? ” Said Nur al-Din, n She is a damsel of the childicn of 

the Franks " ;-And Shaluazad peiceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say, 

JQnhi to&cn it Luna rjc ©iflfjt piiiflurt mill Srticnty-rouvty JRiflljk 

She lesumed, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Nur 
al-Din said to the ancient diuggisi, ,£ The damsel is of the cli ikUeii 
of the Franks" ; and the Shaykli said, " Omy son, the host of the 
gills of the Franks are to he had in this our town fm an him died 
dinais, and by Allah, O my son, they have cheated thee in the 
matter of this damsel I However, an thou have taken a fancy to 
her, lie with her this night and do thy will of her, and Lo-momnv 
morning go down with her to the mai-kcl. and sail her, though thou 
lose by her two hunched dinais, and reckon Lhat them hast lost 
them by shipwreck 01 hast been robbed of them on the load. 1 ' 
Nur al-Din replied, M RighL is thy tedo, O uncle, buL thou knowesL 
that I had but the thousand duiais whcicwiLh I purchased tho 
damsel, and now I have not a single dhham left lo spend; so I 
desiie of thy favoui and boimLy that thou lend me fifty chilianis, 
to piovicle me withal till Lo-moirow, when I will sell lier and lepay 
thee out of her puce.” Said the old man, “Willingly, O niy sou," 
and counted out to him the fifty diihams. Then ho said to him, 
iL 0 my son, thou ait but young in yoais and the damsel is fan, 
so belike thy heart will be taken with hoi and it will bo gj joyous 
to thee to vend her. Now thou hast nothing lo live on, and those 
fifty diihams will readily be spcnL and Llum will come Lo me and I 
shall lend thee once and twice and thrice, and so on up to Lon 
times; but an thou come to me after this, 1 will not lelmn Lhy 
salam 1 and our friendship with thy fathci will end ill," Niu 
al-Din took the fifty diihams and letmnesd with them Lo tho 
damsel, who said to him, 11 O my loul, wend Lime at once lo Lhe 
mailed mid fetch me twenty diihams' worth of sLained silk of Jive 


i This is the Moslem foim of " boycotting ” , sn amongst visa ly Clmsli.uis 
they lefusecl lo give one anolliei GotUpt*d Amongst Hindus il Uiki-s dm 
foun of lefusing Hukkah (pipe) ami water ” whu 11 pmcliially makes ii mail 
an outcast In Lhe test the old m.m e\pi esses the pupiilm umlcMUut for those 
who hoiiow and who do not jejwy He had evidently net itsul the of 

ldia on the piofessioual boirowet, 
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colours and with the other thuty buy meal and bread and fuut 
and wine and flowers." So he went to the market and pm chasing 
for her all she sought, brought it to her, whereupon she lose and 
tucking up her sleeves, cooked food aftei the most skilful fashion, 
and set it befoie him. He ate and she ate with him, till they 
had enough, after which she set on the wine, and she drank and 
he drank, and she ceased not to ply him with drmk and entertain 
him with discourse, till he became drunken and fell asleep. 
Thereupon she ulosg without stay 01 delay and taking out of her 
bundle a budget of Taifi leather, 1 2 3 opened it and drew forth a pair 
of knitting needles, wherewith she fell to work and stinted not 
till she had made a beautiful zone, which she folded up in a 
wlapper, after cleaning it and ironing it, and laid it under her 
pillow, Then she doffed her dress till she was mother-naked and 
lying down beside Nur al-Din shampoo’d him till he awoke from 
lus heavy sleep. He found by his side a maiden like virgin 
silvei, softer than silk and dehcatcr than a tail of fatted sheep, 
than standard more conspicuous and goodlier than the red camel, 9 
in height live feet tali, with breasts linn and full, brows like 
bended bows, eyes like gazelles' eyes and cheeks like blood-ied 
anemones, a slender waist with dimples laced and a navel holding 
an ounce of the unguent benzoin, thighs like bolsters stuffed with 
ostrich-down, and withal what the tongue fails to set foith 
and at mention wheteof the teais jet foith. J 3 rief it was as it 
were she to whom the poet alluded in these two couplets: — 

Fiom her hair is Night, from her foxeliead Noon * From Iicl side-face 
Rose; fiom her lip wine-boon : 

Viom her Viiion JJaavejj, her Seveianoc HcIJ; * PearJs from her 
teeth, from her 1 l onL full Moon 

And how excellent is the saying of another bard 0 :— 

A Moon she rises, Willow-wand she waves * Breathes ambcrgiis and 
gazeth a gazelle 

Meseeins that souow wo os my heart and wins * And when she wends 
makes haste tlieiein to dwell. 

Her face is fairer than the Stais of Wealth 4 * * * And sheeny brows the 
crescent Moon excel 

And quolli a third also:— 


1 See note, night dccckvi 

2 x e the best kind of camels. 

3 This fust veise Has occurred thiee time^, 

4 Aiab, ''SiuayyA" in Dictionaries a dun of Sar\vA = mocleiate!y iich 

It may either denote abundance of lam oi a number of htars forming a 

constellation. Hence in Job (xxwiii 31) it is called a heap (id mail) 
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They shine fullest Moons, unveil Crescent-blight; * Sway teuderest 
Blanches and turn wild lane , 

'Mid which is a Daik-cynd for love of whoso channs * Tlio Sailors 1 
would joy to he ground low-li’en. 

So Nut al-Din turned to her at once and clasping her to his 
bosom, sucked first her uppei iip and then her imdci hp and slid 
his tongue between the twain into her mouth, Then ho lose to 
htu and found her a pearl imthndden and a filly none but ho had 
liddcn. So he abated her virginity and had of her amoious 
delight, and there was knitted between them a Jove-bond which 
might never know bleach nor severance. He 1 tuned upon hei 
cheeks losses like the falling of pebbles into watci, for that Nm 
al-Dm still yearned after clipping of necks and sucking of lips 
and letting down of Uess and pics sing of waist and biting 0 [ 
cheek, and this damsel unilcd in heiself all these viiLucs, logelhci 
wilh excess of beauty and loveliness, and indeed she was even as 
saith of her the poet:— 

This is she I will never feu get till I die * Nor draw ncai hul tu Llioso 
who to liei draw nigh. 

A being for semblance like Moon at full « Piaise her Maker, hei 
Model lei gloi ify! 

The 1 be soie my sin seeking lovedicssc, * On tispcianco-day ne'er 
rep ont can I ; 

A couplet reciting which none can know n Savo Ilia youlli who in 
couplets and lliymch shall ciy, 

“None ivectelh love but who bears its load, * Nor passion, save 
ploasiucs and pains ho ahy," 

So Nm al-Din lay with tile damsel Lhiough the night in solaco 

and delight,-And Shaluazad peicoivcd the dawn of day and 

ceasec] saying her peumfcted say. 


i3olo lisfjcn it to f&c ©iflljt punfttrt nnTi 

She said, It hath reached me, 0 auspicious King, LliiiL Nur ab 
Din lay with that damsel through the mglU m solace and clelighl, 
the twain gut bed in the closely luiUoned gaimenla of (Mubiace, 
safe and seciuc against tho misways of nigh lb and days, and 
they passed the dark houis nfLcr the goodliest fashion, lea ling 


i Pleiads in Gr the Stius wheieby men <in.il. 
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naught, in their joys lovc-haught, from excess of talk and prate. 
As saith of them Lhe right excellent poet 1 * 3 :— 

Go t visit her thou lovest, and rcgaLd not 
The words dctmUois uttci; envious thuds 
Can never favour love. Oh I suie the merciful 
Ne’er made a thing inoie fan to look upon, 

Tlmn two fond lovers in each other’a arms, 

Speaking their passion in a mute embrace 

When lieatt has tinned to heart, the fools would pint them 

Strike idly on cold steel So when thou’st found 

One purely, wholly thine, accept her true heart, 

And live forhci alone Oh J thou that blamest 
The love-struck for then* love, give o'er thy talk, 

I-Iow can’st thou minister to ,1 mind diseased? 

When the morning in or rowed in sheen and shone, Nur al-Dm 
awoke from deep bleep and found that she had bi ought water 1 
so they made the GhusL-ablution, he and she, and he performed 
that which behoved him of piayei to his Lord, after which she 
set before him meat and diink and he ate and drank Then the 
damsel put hei hand under her pillow and pulling out the girdle 
which she had knitted during the night, gave it to Nur al-Din, 
who asked, 11 Whence comcth this girdle*? 11 Answered she, 
“ O my lord, J tis the silk thou bough test yesterday for twenty 
dirhams. Pise now and go to the Persian bazar and give it to 
the broker to cry for sale, and sell it not foi fewei than twenty 
gold pieces in ready moneyQuoth Nur al-Din, u O Princess 
of fan ones, how can a thing that cost twenty dirhams, and will 
sell for as many dinars, be made in a single mghL ? ” aiul quoth 
she, 11 O my lord, thou knowesl not Lhe value of this thing; but 
go to the maiket therewith and give it to the broken and when he 
shall ciy il, its woith. shall be made manifest to Ihe-e.” Herewith 
he carried the zone to the market and gave il to the biokcr, 
bidding him ciy it, whilst he himself sat down ou a masonry 
bench before a shop The bioker fared forLli ancl returning after 
a while said to him, “ O my loid rise, take the price of thy zone, 
fm it hath fetched twenty dmais money down.' 1 When Nur al- 
Din hcaid this he marvelled with exceeding marvel and shook 
with delight, Then he rose, between belief and misbelief, to take 
the money, and when he had leceived it he went fortlnight and 

i See vol i night xxii _ 1 take from Torrens, j> 223 

3 For the complete ablution obligatory befoie piayers can be said 
See mgln cd\l 

3 Aiab “Zumuhr the Gieek frm'doLOV. for which sec vol il niglil 
lx\xvi. 
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spent it all on silk o£ vaiious colours, and loUirmng homo gave 
his piu chase to the damsel, saying, u Make this all inLo giullcs 
and teach me likewise how to make them, that I may woik with 
thee , for never in Lhe length of my life saw I a fail or ciaJl than 
Lius ciaft nor a moie abounding in gam and pm/it, Jly Allah, ’Lis 
heLter than the hade of a mcichanL a thousand times I " She 
laughed at his language and said, “ O my loul, go Lo thy lunid 
thedniggisl and bonow olhci Unity diihamsoE him, and tcMnouow 
lepay him from the puce of the giidle the Unity, logcdluu with 
the fifty already loaned to thee." So lie lose and icpaned to Lho 
druggist and said Lo him, “O uncle, lend me other Lhiily duhani‘5, 
and to-morrow, Almighty Allah willing, I will lopsiy Lliee Lho whole 
foiuscore. M The old man weighed him out thii ty dulrnms, whom- 
with he went to the maikel and buying meat and blend, diied 
flints, and iloweis as bcfoLe, cauied Lhcm homo Lo the; damsel 
whose name was Miiiam, 1 Lhe Girdle-girl, Sim lose Iol llilight 
and making icady rich meats,scL tliem before hoi loul Nm al-I )in ; 
afLei which she biought Lhe wmc-seivice and they (bank and plied 
each othei with diink. When the wine began to play with theii 
uits, his pleasant <ukhess and inner giace pleased Jiot, and sho 
recited these two coupleLs ;— 

Said I to Slim-waist who Lhe wine curl need « brought in iiiiisk-iiOcnh'cl 
bowl and a snpcifij e 

“ Was it [Host horn thy chedc ? " lie replied “ Nay, nay I « Wlion did 
man from Roses o’er pi ess Lhe Wine ? ” 

And the damsel ceased not to carouse with hoi lord and ply him 
wiLh cup and bowl, and requite him to fill foi Juu and givn hei in 
dunk of that which swcoLeneth the spiiits, and whunovui ho |)id 
foith hand to her, she diew back fiom him, nut of coquet iy. The 
wine added to hei beauty and loveliness, and Nm abl)in iexited 
Lhcse two couplets ;— 

Slim-waist craved wine from her ooinpanecr; « Ciicil (in meeting nL 
fneiuls when he famed loi ]ns fere), 

“ An thou pass not the wine tliou slialt pass the night, * A-b,mislit my 
lied I ** And he felt som fear 

They ceased not drinking till drunkenness oveLpowmed Nm al-I )in 
and he slept, whereupon she lose foLLluighl and fell to woik upon 


r Muiam (Ai abic Mai yam), is a Chi ntian name in Moslem lands Aba 
Maiy.un, “ Mary’s fathci ” (says Motmui/i on AUhuiii. Ass of AIomuuIim) 
js a Leim of con to nipt, for men aic called afici sons (e, r; Aim Znycl) mu 
ariei dang hie is In moic modem anlhoM Aim Mai yam is Lho name »i ushciu 
and lessor olliciah in the Kami’s conrl 
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a zone, as was her wonL. When she had wrought it to end, she 
wrapped it in paper and doffing her clothes, lay down by his side 

anti enjoyed dalliance and delight till morn appealed.-And 

Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say. 

Jftmu luljcii it tJ)c ©hr&t ljjmrtnrh unto S>d)ent]>.dlri( JOiffbt, 

She continued, It hath leached me, O auspicious King, that 
Miriam the Gndle-girl, having finished her zone and wrapped iL 
in paper, doffed her dress and lay down by the side of her loid ; 
and then happened to them what happened of dalliance and 
delight; and he did his devoir like u man. On the morrow, she 
gave him the giidle and said to him, ,l Cairy this to the market 
and sell it for twenty dinars, even as thou soldesl its fellow yester¬ 
day. 11 So he went to the bazar and sold the gudle for twenty 
dinars, after which he repaired to the druggist and paid him hack 
the eighty dirhams, thanking him for his bounties and calling 
down blessings upon him, lie asked, M 0 my son, lust thnii sold 
the damsel ?" and Nur ai-Din answered, “ Wouldsl thou have 
me sell the soul out of my body? ” and he told him all that had 
passed, from commencement to conclusion, wheieal the diuggist 
joyed with joy galore, than which could be no more, and said to 
him, 11 By Allah, O my son, thou gladdenest me I InshalLih, 
maysl thou ever be in piosperity I Indeed I wish thee well by 
reason of my affection for thy fathei and the continuance of my 
friendship with him.* 1 Then Nur al-Din left the Shaykh and 
bti night way going to the marled, bought meal and fruit and wine 
and all that he needed, accoicling to his custom and returned there¬ 
with to Miriam. They abode thus a whole year in eating and 
dunking and mirth and merriment and love and good comi a deship, 
and eveiy night she made a zone and lie sold it on the morrow for 
twenty diuais, wheiewilh he bought their needs and gave thercsl to 
her, to keep against a rimeof necessity. After the twelvemonth she 
said to him one day, “O my lord, whenas thou sellesl the girdle 
to-monow, bnyfor me with its price silk of six colouiSj because I am 
minded to make Ihee a keichief to wear on thy sliouJdeis, such as 
never son of merchant, no, nor King's son, ever rejoiced in its like.” 
So next day he fated forth to the bazar and after selling the zone 
brought her the dyed silks she sought, and Miriam the Girdle-girl 
wl ought at the kei chief a whole week, for eveiy night when 
she bad made an end of the zone she would woik awhile at the 
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kerchief till it was finished. Then she gave it lo Nm aM>in, who 
put it on Ins shoulders and went out Lo walk in the mm Uol-placn, 
whilst alt the meichants and folk and notables of the town 
crowded about him, to gaze on Ins beauty and that of the 
kcichief which was of the most beautiful,. Now it chanced 
that one night afLei this he awoke fiom sleep and found Mniiun 
weeping passing soie and leciLiug these couplets : 

Ncm» mj r parting fio* my love, iiighci drau^ the Suvorunen-day, « All, 
well away foi par ling l anti again, ah, welhaway I 
And m tway is tom uiy Licnit ancl O pine I’m dimmed to bear « 1'ol the 
nights that cist witnessed oiu pleasmable play I 
No help foi it hut Enviei Hie twain of us espy n With evil nyo and v in 
to ns his lamentable way. 

For naught Lo iibissoieL than the jealousy of men « Ami the baoldnlri’n 
eync that with calumny alfiay. 

He smdj 11 O my lady Minam, 1 what ailetli thee to woop? n 
and she replied, "I weep foi Iho anguish of patting, foi my heml 
piesagetli me thereof. 11 Quoth lie, (I O lady of fall ones, and who 
shall in Lei pose between us, seeing that I lovu thee above all 
cieatures and tender thee the most?" and cjnoLh she, “And l 
love thee twice as well as thou mo, but fair opinion of foi turns 
still gaucth folk fall into affliction, and light well smith Ihn 
poet- — 

Tlnnk'st thou thyself all piohpcmns, in days wluch prosperous he, 
Nor fcar’st til' impending e\il, which comes hy llcMvufs dm or ? 

We see the cubs of hcsrv'n above, how miinheih'ss Llioy me, 

But sun and moon alone eclips'd, and neVr a lessei sl:u I 
And many a tree on cm Lb we sec, some blue, some leafy gluon, 

Of them, not one is hurt with stone, save what has fnntUil hi nil 
Sec'sL not th* lcflucnt ocean, beai carrion on its lido, 

While pearls buneaLh its wavy flow, fixed in the deep, abide ? 

PieseiUiy she added, “ O my Loicl Nm al-I)in, an Lliou dosiio to 
nonsuit separation, bo on thy guard againsL a swml-vtsngcd 
oldster| blind of the light eye and lame of Lho loft leg ; lor lu* iL is 
who will be the cause of our severance- 1 saw him enter the eily 
and I opine that he is come lntliei in quest ot ma" Replied Nur 
al-Din, " O lady of fan ones, it my eyes light on him, l will slay 
him and make ail example of him," Rejoined sins “ () my loid, 

i This formality, so contisuy to our Western laniili.n ily aftoi povst^smii, 
is an especial sign of good In nailing amongst A mbs and indeed all KiNli-m 
nations It reminds us nf Uiu lk gi.uid in.umu M in Emopo two hundred ye,ri ,l j 
ago, not a trace oC which now rcvn.uns 

z These lines aie in mglit l. ordered somewhat difluiuntly, so 1 quote 
Tovrens (p 14) 
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slay him not; but talk not nor trade with him, neiihei buy nor 
sell with him nor sit nor walk with him nor speak one woicl to 
him, no, not even tlie answer prescribed bylaw 1 and I pray Allah 
to pieseive ns from his craft and his mischief? 11 NexL morning 
Nur al-Din took the zone and carried it to the market, where he 
sat down on a shop-bench and talked with the sons of the mer¬ 
chants, till the drowsiness preceding slumber overcame him and 
he lay clown on the bench and fell asleep. Presently, behold, up 
came the Frank whom the damsel had described to him, in com¬ 
pany with seven others, and seeing Nur al-Din lying asleep on the 
bench, with his head wrapped in the kerchief which Miriam had 
made for him and the edge thereof in his grasp, sat clown by him 
and lient the end of the kerchief rn hand and examined it, turning 
it over foi some time. Nur al-Din sensed that there was some¬ 
thing and awoke; then, seeing the very mail of whom Miriam 
had warned him, sitting by his side, cried out at him with a great 
ciy which staitlcd him. Quoth the Frank, 11 What aileth thee to 
cry out thus at us? Have we taken from thee aught ? JI and 
quoth Nur al-Din, “ By Allah, O accursed, hadclest thou taken 
aught fiom me, I would carry thee before the Chief of Police > n 
Then said the Frank, “ O Moslem, I conjure thee by thy faith 
and by that wherein thou behevest, inform me whence thou 
haddest this kerchief" ; and Nur al-Din replied, H 'Tis the handi¬ 
work of my lady mother/'-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn 

of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

JRolu hiljcit it tone tfjc CSigbt Ibiiuiircti mYd SrtJCiUjhrfrtJimll; JHijyjjb 

She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the Fiank asked Nur al-Din anent the maker of the kerchief, he 
nnsweied,saying, “In very sooth this kerchief is the handiwoik of 
my lnolhei, who made iL for me with her own hand. 11 Quoth the 
Frank, 41 Wilt thou sell it to me and take ready money for it ? J ’ 
and quoth Nur al-Din, “ By Allah, I will not sell it to thee or to 
any else, for she made none other than it." “Sell it to me and I 
Will give thee to its pucc Lius very moment five hundred dinars, 
money down; and let hei who made it make thee anoLher and a 
finci.” “ I will not sell it at all, for there is not the like of it in 

1 1 e to Hie ifthun Salfim— “ And with thee be the Peace and the mercy of 
Allah and His blessing 1" See vol ji night lvi The enslaved Piinceas 
had lccognised her fathers Wnzir and knew that he could have but one 
object, which, being a man of wit and her lord a “raw laddie,“ he was sure 
to Will, 
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ibis city.* 1 n O my lord, will lliou sell it foi six hundred cl neats of 
fine gold?’* Ancl the Finnic went on to add to bis ofliu bundled 
by hundred, till lie bid nine bundled dinms; but Nui al-Din said, 
i* Allah will open to me oLheiwiftO than by my vending it I will 
never sell it, not for two thousand dinars not more limn Unit; no, 
never.” The Frank ceased not io tempt him with money, Lilt lie 
bid him a thousand dinms, and the merchants picsscnL said, il Wo 
sell thee thelceichief at that puce 1 2 ; pay down the money.” Quoth 
Nnr al-Dm, 11 1 will noL sell iL, I sweat by Allah 3 !” Hut one of 
the merchants said to him, 11 Know thou, O my son, that Lho value 
of this lcei chief is an hunched dinars at most and that to an eager 
purchaser, and if this Flank pay thee down a thousand foL il, thy 
piofit will be nine bundled dinms, and wlial gain eanst thou 
desiic greater than this gam? Wherefore 'Lis my LCtlo that thou 
sell him this kerchief aL Lhal pncn and bid her who wrought it 
make thee other finer than it; so hlull Lliou piofit nine luuidml 
dinars by this accursed Finnic, Lho enemy of Allah and of The 
Faith. 11 Nur al-Din was abashed at tiro men.hauls ami sold lhe 
kerchief to the Fiank, who, in Llioir piesenoti, paid him down Lhe 
thousand dinars, with which he would have rcLiuiu'd to his hand- 
maid to congratulate hoi on what had passed, IniL the stranger 
said, 11 Harkye, O company of mcLclianls, stop my Foul Niu 
al-Din, foi you and he are my guests Lhis night, f have a jar 
of old Greek wine and n fat lamb, fresh liuit, flowns and run- 
feclions; wherefore do ye all cIigol me with your company 
to-night and not one of yon tuny behind," So lho moieh.uils 
said, “ O my Lord Nur al-Din, wo desire that Lliou ho with us 
on the like of this night, no we may talk Lngellin, we and 
thou, and we pray thee, of thy favoui and homily, U> hern us 
company, so we and Lliou may he the guosLs of this Frank, for 
he is a liberal man." And they conjured him by Lho oath oE 
divorce 3 and hindered him by main force from going home. 
Then they ro^c forthright and shuLLmg up their* shops, Look Nur 
al-Din and faied wiLh the Finnic, who brought them In a goodly 
and spacious saloon, wild cm wore two (husos. 1 [oui ho made 


1 It is quite in Moslem majinois for the bystanders to force tlio h.iIo, seeing 
a silly Ud lejcct a most advantageous oflor foi sentimentill reasons And llm 
owner of the article would be bound by then consent, 

2 Arab. Wa'llahr ” " 13i " is the ouginnl particle of swell! tug, a (huf 

al-jarr (governing the genitive as IJiUtlii) and suggesting the n f .idhrsmn : 
" Wa" (noting union) is its substitute in o.Uh-toimulm and *»T,i M takes lho 
place of Wa as TVllnhl. The l luce-fold forms arc com blued in a uusit 
■* bwcai,” 

3 u, of divorcing tliciL own wives 
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them sit and set before them a scailet tray-cloth of goodly work¬ 
manship and unique handjwDik, wioughtcn m gold with figures 
of bleaker and bioken, lover and beloved, asker ancl a&ked, 
whereon he ranged piecious vessels of porcelain and clnystal, fulL 
ol the coslliest confections, fruits and floweis, and brought them 
a flagon of old Greek wine. Then he bade slaughter a fat lamb, 
and kindling file proceeded to roast of its flesh and feed the 
merchants theiewith and give them draughts of that wine, 
winking at them the while Lo ply Nui al-Din with drink. Ac¬ 
cordingly, they ceased not plying him with wine till he became 
diunlcen and took leave of his wits; so when the Frank saw that 
he was diowned in liquor, he said to him, u O my Loid Nur al- 
Din, thou gladdenest us with thy company to-night; welcome,, 
and again welcome to thee ? " Then he engaged a while in talk, 
till he could draw near to him, when he said, with a dissembling 
speech, u O my Lord Nui al-Dm, wilt thou sell me thy slave- 
girl, whom thou boughtest in piesencc of Lhcse merchants a year 
ago foL n thousand dinars ? I will give tliee at this moment 
five thousand gold pieces for her, and thou wilt thus make four 
thousand ducats profiL” Nm al-Dm lefused, buL the Frank 
ceased not to ply him with meat and diink and lure him with 
lucie, still adding to his offers, till he bid him ten thousand 
dinnis for hei ; whereupon Nur al-Dm, in his drunkenness, 
said bofoie the merchants, “ I sell her to thee for ten thousand 
dinars: hand over the money, 11 At this the Frank rejoiced 
with joy exceeding and Look the mcichants to witness the sale. 
They passed the night in eating and thinking, rniitli and 
meuiment, till the morning, when the Fianlc ciied out Lo his 
pages, saying, 11 Biing me the money." So they brought it to him 
and he counted ouL ten thousand dinars to Nur al-Din, saying, 
“ O my lord, take the piice of thy slave-gitl, whom thou solclest 
to me la^t night in the presence of these Moslem merchants," 
Replied Nui al-Din, u O accuised, I sold thee nothing and thou 
host anenL me, for I have no slave-girls. 11 Quoth the Frank, 

“ In veiy sooth thou didst sell her to me and these merchants 
were witnesses to the bargain." Thoieupon all said, " Yes, 
indeed ! thou soldest him thy slave-gul before us for Leu thousand 
dinars, O Nur al-Din, and we will all bear wiLness against 
thee of the sale. Come, take the money, and deliver him the 
girl, and Allah will give thee a better than she in hei stead. 
Doth it ilk thee, O Nur nl-Din, that thou boughtest the gill for 
a thousand dinars and hast enjoyed foi a year and a half her 
beauty and loveliness and taken thy fill of her converse and 
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her favours ? Furthei more, lliou hast gained some Ion thousand 
golden dinars by the sale of the- zones which she made thee 
everyday and Lhou soldesL for CuenLy sequins, and aflet all this 
thou hast sold her again at a profit of nine thousand dinais over 
and above her oiigmal puce. And witlml lliou deniosL the sale 
and helittJest and lnaketh difficulties about the piofil I What 
gain is greater than this gain, and what piofiL wouldst lliou have 
p roll tablet than this profit? An lliou love her thou hast had 
thy fill of her all this time: so lake the money and Imy thee 
another liandsomei than she; or we will many Lheo to one of out 
chmgliteis, lovelier than she, at a dowry of less than hall this price, 
and the rest of the money will leninin in thy hand as capital." 
And the mcichants ceased not to ply him with pcisuiudon ami 
specious arguments till lio took the ten thousand dmam, the piico 
of the damsel, and the Flunk sliaighlwny fetched Ka'/iri and 
witnesses, who diew up the conbacl of sale by Nur ill-Dm of 
the handmaid lught Mniain the Girdle-gnl. Such was Iiis case; 
but as legatds the damsel's, she sat awaiting hei Ion! lioin 
morning L ill sundown andfiom sundown LiJl the noon ol uiglil ; 
and when he icturned not, she was tumbled and wepL with soio 
weeping, The old ding gist honul her sobbing and muiL his wife, 
who went in to her and finding hei m tears, said Lo lui, u O my 
lady, what aileth Lhee to weep?" Said she, 14 () my mother, I 
have sat waiting the return of my Laid Nm al-Dm all day ; but 
he cometh not, and I fear lest some one have played a luck 
on bun, to make him sell me, and he have fallen into the Mime 

and sold me."-And Shahtazad poicoived the dawn of day ami 

ceased to say hen pel nutted say. 

j^oui luljcn it lucid tU Ifiifllit IJjnnlarrtr nnt Srtrnty rlrjbflj JftiQ’Ijk 

Shc^ resumed, It hath leached me, O auspicious King, LhaL 
IMuiani the Gudle-giiL saicl to the druggie wife, 44 1 mu (cmiul 
lest some one have hcen playing a luck on my loid to make him 
sell me, and he have fallen mto the snaie and sold nm M Said 
the othci, M 0 my Lady Miriam, woie they to give thy loid lids 
hall full of gold as thy pi ice, yet would lie not sell then, loi wliaL 
1 know of his love to thee. But, O iny lady, bchke llieio be a 
company come from Ins paients at Cano and lu> liaLh made Lhem 
an enleitamnoent in the lodging whom Lhoy alighted, being 
ashamed to bring them hilhei, fui that the place is not spat inim 
enough for them or because then condition is less than that he 
should biing them to his own house; oi belike ho picleiusd to 
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conceal thine affair from them, so passed the night with them , 
and Inshallah 1 to-morrow he will come to thee safe and sound. 
So burden not thy soul with calk and care, O my lady, foi of a 
ceitamty tins is the cause of his absence from thee last night, and 

I will abide with thee this coming night and comfort thee until 
thy lord lotmn to thee.” So the druggist's wife abode with hei 
and cheered her with talk throughout the dark horns, aud when 
it was morning Miriam saw her ioul enter the stieet followed by 
the Frank and a-middlemost a company of merchants, at which 
sight bet side-muscles qmveied and her colour changed and she 
fell a-shaking, as ship shaketh in mid-ocean for the violence of 
the gale. When the druggist's wife saw this, she said to her, 
41 O my Lady Miuam, what ailoLh thee that I see tliy case changed 
and thy face grow pale and show disfeatmed ? ” Replied she, 

II By Allah, O my lady, my heart forebodeth me of parting and 
seveiance of union I ” And she bemoaned herself with the 
saddest sighs, reciting these couplets 1 :— 

Incline not to paiLing, I pray, n Fol bitten its savour is aye. 

E’en the sun at his setting turns pale * To think lie must part fiom 
the day , 

And so, at his using, foL joy * Of reunion lie's ladiant and gay- 

Then Miriam wept passing sore wheic-Lhan naught could be 
moie, making sure of separation, and cued to the druggist's 
wife, “ O my mother, said I not to thee that my Loid Nut al-Din 
had been tricked into selling me ? I doubt not but fie hath sold 
me this night to yonder Frank, albeit I bade him bewaie of him ; 
but deliberation availeth not against destiny, So the tiuth of my 
woicls is made manifest to thee.” Whilst they were talkitig, 
behold, in came Nm al-Din, and the damsel looked at him and 
saw that Ins colour was changed and Lhnt he trembled and there 
appealed on his face signs of grief and repentance : so she said to 
him, il O my LoLd Niu al-Din, lneseemeth thou hast sold me.” 
Whereupon he wept with sore weeping and groaned and lamented 
and lecited these couplets 11 :— 

When e’er the Lord ’gainst any man, 

Would fulminate 50111c liai*h decice, 

And lie be wise, and skilled to hear, 

And used to see; 

He stops his ears, and blinds Iiis heart, 

And fiom his bi.a.in all judgment teais, 

r Those lines have occmled bcfoic I quole Ml Payne. 

2 These lines aie in vol 1 my lit wvi I quote Touch*, (p. 277b with a 
con lc lion foi " when cm," 
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And makes it bald as 'twcif a scalp, 

Keft of Us haiis 1 ; 

Until tlm linn* when Hut whole* limn 
Be pierced by this divine command ; 

Then He restores liim inLellccl 
To understand. 

ThenNur nl-Din began Lo excuse himself to his handmaid, Haying, 
“By Allah, C my Lady Miiitun, vojiJy nmncili the Hood with 
whfllso Allah hath deemed. The folk put a cheat on me Lo make 
me sell thee, and I felt into the snare and sole! thee. Indeed, l 
have solely failed of my duty Lo Lhce; but haply lie who deemed 
our disunion will vouchsafe us loiinioii. 11 Quoth she, “T warned 
thee against this, foi this it was I dreaded;” '('hen she stiained 
him to her bosom and kissed him between the eyes, 1 ceiling 
these couplets:— 

Now,by your love I yom love I’Jl no'ci foi 1 Though lost my life for 
stress of pine and fret: 

I weep and wail through livelong day and night ■ As moans Lhi* dove on 
sandhill tice bcsel- 

O failest friends, yom absence spoils my lilo; « Nm find 1 nieeliiig-phua* 
as cist wc mot. 

At tins juncturuj behold, the Blank eamiMii to Lliem and wont up 
to Miuam lo kiss her hands; but she dealt him a bufleL with lua 
palm on the clicclc, saying, “Avaunt, O ac;rtitscd I Thou hast 
followed aftei me without smeeaso, till thou hast rnxcnml my lord 
into selling me I But, O accuised, aLl shall yet he well, Insliallah ! ” 
The Fiank laughed aL hci speech and wondered aL hei deed, and 
excused himself lo her, saying, “Q my Lady Miunm, what is my 
offence ? Thylonl Nur nbDm JiciesoJcl lhm ol Jus full numnnl 
and of his. own hoe will. Had ho loved thee, by the light of the 
Messiah, ho had not Uan<5gl eased against then I And had he not 
fulfilled his desire of thee, lie had uoL sold Lheo.” Quoth one of 
the poets — 

Whom I lik lot him fly ft o' me fa,si and lashr - LI name Jii.s name I 
am no dimeter 

Nor ibewidc wide woi Id is Lo me bu uruiou' * 1 led 1 net evpcehT to IliN 
lpjcrlci u 

Now this handmaid was the daughter of Lhu King of Fiance, tin* 
which is a wide and spacious city, 11 abounding m minmr.ictmos ami 

1 This should be, " ihaws Ins senses fiomhim ^ one pulB hsuis out uf 

paste" 

2 Rfighib and Z fill id see nigh l ccccxu 

3 Carolus Magnus lW ish held coml in Pans ; but lho h*\L evidently alludes 
lo one ol lhe poit-citLe i > of Piovenee as Rlaiseille which wj Kiifdisli will mis¬ 
call Marseilles, 
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iunities and trees and floweis and other giowths, and resemblcth 
the city of Constantinople: and for her going foi tli of hei father's 
city there was a wondrous cause, and thereby hangeth a marvellous 
tale which we will set out in duo order, to divert and delight the 

hearer. 1 -And Shnhrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

saying her pel nutted Say, 

Jftoto luljrn (t ton* tj>e fretirntp iunt& SSSUslh 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the cause 
of Miriam the Girdle-girl leaving her father and mother was a 
wondrous, and thereby hangeth a marvellous tale. She was reaied 
with her father and mother in honour and indulgence, and learnt 
lhetoric and penmanship and arithmetic and ca^alarice and all 
manner crafts, such as bioideiy and sewing and weaving and 
gudie-making and silk-cord making and damascening gold on 
silver and silver on gold, brief all the aits both of men and women, 
till she became the tmion-poail of her Lime and the unique gem of 
her ago and day. Moreover, Allah (to Whom belong Might and 
Majesty i) had endowed her with such beauty and loveliness and 
elegance and perfection of giace that she excelled therein all the 
folk of her time, and the Kings of the isles sought her m mam ago 
of lieL she, but he infused to give hei to wife to any of her suitors, 
for lhaL lie loved her with passing love and could not bear to be 
parted from her a single houi. Moreover, he had no other daughter 
than hei self, albeit he had many sons, but she was dearer to him 
than all of them. It fortuned one year that she fell sick of an 
exceeding sickness and came nigli upon death, wherefore she made 
a vow that, if she recovered from her malady, she would make 
Lhe pilgrimage to aceitnin monasteiy, situate in such an island, 
which was high in repute among the Flanks, who used to make 
vows to it and look for a blessing theiefiom. When Miriam 
lecovered fiom her sickness, she wished to accomplish hei vow 
anent the monastery, and her site despatched her to the convent 
in a little ship, with sundry daughters of the city-noLables to wait 
upon her and patrician Kmghls to piolectUiem all, As they drew 
neai the island, thcie came out upon them a ship of the ships of 
the Moslems, champions of The Faith, warring in Allah’s way, 
who boarded the vessel and making prize of all therein, knights 
and maidens, gifts and moneys, sold then booty in the city of 


i Here the wutci, rot lhe young wife, speaks, but as a tale-tellei lie bays 
11 heaier" not " leadei " 
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Kayiawan. 1 2 3 Miriam heiself foil into Iho hands of a Pm sum 
mcichant, who was horn impotent a and lor whom no woman had 
ever discovered her nakedness; so he sol hoi to sclvc him. 
Presently ho fell illj and sickened well nigh unto death, and the 
sickness abode wUh him two months, (luring which she U'lided 
him aftei the goodliest fashion, till AUah made him whole nf his 
malady, when ho lecnlled hoi tenderness and loving -Kindness Lo 
him and the peisislenl zeal with which she had must him, and 
being minded to leqnitc her the good oHires she had done him, 
said to lici, “Able a boon of me ? M She said, n O my foul, I ask 
of thee that thou aril me not but lo the man of my choice, 1 ' lie 
answeied, “So be iL. 1 guaiantcc Litre. P>y Allah, O "Miriam, 

I will not sell thee ImL to him of whom thou shall approve, mul I 
put thy sale m tlinie own hand.” And she rejoiced bourn with 
loy exceeding, Now llio Nubian had expounded to Inn Al-Islam 
and she became a Moslemnh and learnt of him the mles of 
worship. FiulherinoLo, during that pin rod the Persian had taught 
her the tenets of 'J'he Faith and the observances incumbent upon 
hei . he had made her learn the Koian by heart «md nuisUsi 
somewhat of the theological sciences and Lire traditions nf Liu* 
Prophet; after which he brought hci to Alexauduii-ciLy and sold 
het to Nui aUDm, at* wc have before set out. MeiuwvLulo, wLicu 
her faLhel, the King of Fiance, heaid what had befallen his 
dauglUer and her company, ho .saw Doomsday break and senL 
after her ships full of knights and champions, hoi bunion and 
footmen; but they fell not in any tiucc ol her whom they sough L 
in the Islands 0 of the Moslems ; so rill leUunod to him, crying ouL 
and saying, “ Well-away 1 " and 11 Ruin 1 " and “Well worth the 
day ! " The King giiovcd for her with exceeding grief and sent 
alter her that one-eyed Jainctci, blind of I he left,‘ for tliaL Iumv.k 


1 kayrawfin Hie Arab foun oi the Iheek Cyrano, which has hudy liwn 
opened to tiavellcia and lias now lost Llits inystciy wln( h < iv,1n uudid it. In 
Ilidb' and the I’eitiLm poets it ia Iho embodiment of lomnknois and sci iolv* 
as wc till the last (junuci centray bpoho of the 11 dis id (Vnli ,\l Alia a ” 

2 Arab, ,1, Innm , \ alluding lo all foimaoi impotence, h<mi dislike naliiMl 
deficiency, or fascination, Uio favouule excuse Jsisimv, seldom .unilmte il 
to Hie true came weak action of Llie heart, buL llio Humiuis hiusw Utr Ulllh 
when they flchciibecl one of Us symptoms .is cold feed rimi>-ned,dis, ail 
veneicm invalidus, ca anuqu* opimone, fiigulUaiun pulnm comiibitnri* 
aimodum oflimo/ 1 Hence St Francis and lh u hat e-hUed hii.u-. Sec 
Glossal nun Liohcnm Lingiuu Latin .o, 1-n.ilsns, Homluy-Uiiue hinm **vi 

3 I have noted the use of ‘-Wane] - fm “ land" in facial. So m Lhr 

h s,xlccnUl Cl, .iLiuy, insiil.i was used lor pniinsiil.i, 

i g Insula clc Cun—the Coic r ii) penjjiMilri 

*) As lui bLL ‘« ,10l,ccd < v o) i-.nlfiUt -Wn). flu- inoimciil.u i. M.m'.l fui 

ie Jr 


v. e 7 - -7 ' ii nini* ninnuciiitl 

mischief, and men c\pccL the lnischiel to come hojn his blinded 


tye 
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his chief Wazu, a stubborn lyianl and a fro ward devil, 1 2 full or 
ciaft and guile, bidding Hi 111 make search for her in all the lands 
of the Moslem and buy her, though wilh a ship-load of gold. So 
the acciuscd sought her, in all the islands of the Arabs and all 
the cities of the Moslems, but found no sign of hei Lill ho came to 
Alexnndiia-cily, wheie lie made quest fot her and piesently 
discovered that she was with Nur al-Din All the Cairene, being 
duected to the trace of her by the kerchief aforesaid, for that 
none could have wrought it in such goodly guise buL she. Then 
he bribed Lhe meichants to help him in gelling her fiom Nur 
al-Din and beguiled her loid inLo selling hei, as hath been 
already Lola ted. When lie had her in his possession, she ceased 
not lo weep and wail: &o he said lo her, il O my Lady Muiain, 
put away from thee this mourning and grieving, and return with 
me to the city o£ thy sue, the seat of thy kingship and the place 
of thy power and thy home, so thou maysl be among Lhy servants 
aiul attendants and be quit of this abas cm cut and this slianger- 
hood. Enough hath beLidcd me of travail, of Uavol and of dis¬ 
bursing money on llunc account, for tliy futhoL bade inc buy 
thee back, though with a ship-load of gold ; and no^\ I have spent 
nigh a yeai and a half ill seeking thee." And he fell lo kissing 
her hands and feeL and humbling himself to her; but the more he 
kissed and grovelled fahe only redoubled m wrath against him, and 
said lo him, <f O accuised, may Almighty Allah not vouchsafe 
Ihee to win thy wish ! " Presently his pages hi ought hei a she- 
niule with go Id - c n\ be o tde red housings and mounting her thcieon, 
laised ovei her head a silken canopy, with staves of gold and 
sihoi:, and the Fianka walked lound about her, till they brought 
her forth the city by the sea-gate/ 1 where they took boat with her, 
and towing out to a great ship in liaibonr embarked therein. 
Then the monocular Wazir cried out to the sailors, saying, " Up 
with the mast’ " So they set it up foithiight, and spreading the 
newly bent sails and the colours, manned the sweeps and put out 
to sea. Meanwhile Mniam continued to gaze upon Alexandra 
till it disappeared from her eyes, when she fell a-weeping in her 

pnvacywiLli fade weeping.-—And Sliahrazad perceived the dawn 

ofday and censed to say her pennitled say. 


1 Heie again we have a specimen ol “inverted speech" (vol ji T night 
cu ,, abusive epithets intended fm a lugli compliment, signifying that the 
man was a Lyiant over lebcds and a frowaid devil tu the ioe> 

2 Aiab 11 JJab al-LUhr," see yol m, night ccvhl. 
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She continued, It hath reached mc ,0 auspicious King, Llmt when 
the Wazit of tlic Fianlrish King* put out to sea in the ship 
bearing Miriam the Gudlc-girl, she gsiaccl AlexmuUia-wards till 
the city was hidden from hoi sight, when she wailed and wepL 
copious tears and recited these couplets: 

O dwelling of my friends say is them no rotiun * UmviuiIs ? Ihil wliat 
ken I of matters Allah made ? 

Still fare the ships of Sovciance, sailing hastily * And in my wounded 
eyelids Lears have ta’en thch stead, 

Por parting from a friend who was my wish and will * Ilenled every ill 
and evoiy pain and pang allay'd. 

he thou, O Allah, substitute of me for him * Such charge some day Llio 
care of Thee shall not evade. 

Then she could not refrain from weeping and wailing, So llm 
patiicuin x knights came up to her and would have comlui Led her, 
but she heeded not their consoling words, being distracted by the 
claims of passion and love-longing. And slu? shed team and 
moaned and complained and recited these couplets — 

Tlie tongue of Love within my vitals sponketh " Saying, u Tlus lovei 
boon of Love aye sceketh I *' 

And buin iny liver hottest coals of passion * And palling oil my ho.ul 
soie suffciing wieakcth. 

llow shall 1 face this fuuy love conceaVmg * When fnV my woundrd 
lids the tear aye leaketh ? 

In this plight Miriam abode dining all the voyage; no peace was 
left her at all nor would patience come at hci call. Such was 
her case in company with the Wazir, Lhe monocular, the lameLui ; 
but as regards Niu al-Dm the Caiiene, when Lhe ship had sailed 
with Miriam, the woild was straitened upon him and ho had 
neither peace nor patience, He returned to Lhe lodging whole 
they twain had dwelt, and its aspect was black and gloomy in his 
sight. Then he saw the metier wherewith she had been wonL Ln 
make the zones and her dress IhaL bad been upon hoi beauteous 
body: so lie piesscd them to his bLoast, whilst lhe team gushed 
from his eyes and he recited these couplets :— 

Say me will Union after palling e’ci leturn to he h Alfra* long-lasting 
torments, after hopeless miseiy ? 

Alas I Alast what wont to be shall never rnoio loUivn » But grant me 
still letmn of deaicst hoi these oync may see 

i Aiab ' 1 Bat art kali/’ see vol \ night \lvn The Toni|ikus, Knights 
of Mai La, and othei oidcis, half ecclesiastic, half mlliLuy, btij'gesleil die appli¬ 
cation of the tcim 
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1 wondei me will Allah deign oiu parted lives unite « And will my 
dear one's plighted troth preserve with constancy I 
Naught am 1 save the prey of death since parting parted us; * And 
will my friends consent that I a weiid so deadly di.ee ? 

Alas my sonowl sorrowing the lover scant avails; * Indeed I melt 
away in grief and passion's ecstacj r : 

Past is the time of my delight when wore we two conjoined ; * Would 
Heaven I wot if Destiny mine espciance will dcciee I 
Redouble then, 0 Hcait, thy pains and, O mine eyes, o’oiflow » With 
tears till not a tear remain within these eyes of me ! 

Again alas for loved ones lost and loss of patience dee l «- For helpers 
fail me and my griefs are giown beyond degree. 

The Lord of Threefold Woilds I pmy Fie deign to me return * My 
lover and we meet as wont in joy and jubilee. 

Then Nur al-Din wept with weeping galore than which naught 
could be more; and peeling into eveiy corner of the room, 
recited these two couplets :— 

XUew their traces and with pain I pine * And by their sometime home 
I we op and yearn , 

And Him I pi ay who parting deigned decree * Some day Ho deign 
vouchsafe me thou return I 

Then Nur al-Din sprang to his feet and locking the door of the 
house, fared foith running at speed, to the sea-shore whence he 
fixed his eyes on the place of the ship which had canied off liis 
Miriam, whilst sighs burst from his breast and tears from his lids 
as he recited these couplets :— 

Peace be with you, sans you naught compensated! me * The near, the 
fai, two cases only heie I see: 

I yearn for you at every haul and tufe as yearns * For water-placo 
wayfaier plodding wearily. 

With ‘you abide my hearing, hem t, and eycn-sight, * Ami (sweeter than 
the honeycomb) your memory. 

Then, O my Giief, when fared afar youL" retinue, * And boie that ship 
away my sole e.\pectancy. 

And Nur al-Dm wept and wailed, bemoaned himself, and com¬ 
plained, crying out and saying, ■* Q Miiiain [ O Miriam l Wag 
it but a vision of thee I saw in sleep or in the illusions of 
dreams ? 11 And by reason of that which grew on him of regrets, 
he recited these couplets 1 :— 

Mazed with thy love no more I can feign patience, 

This heart of mine has held none dear but thee i 
And if mine eye hath gazed on other's beauty, 

Ne’er be it joyed again with sight of thee! 

1 These lines have occuired in vol, i night jcxvii—I quote Torrena 
(P 2Sj) 
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]‘u- 3 »mn an OfHli I'll ne’ci loiget to lovo thee, 

\iir] tail's this Lrenat thrvt pines to meet with tl.ee l 
Th«n'8t in.de me think n low-cup full of . 

Ul.-t time! When T may give like ihaught to tin o I 
Take with thee this my form wheie'ci tUoLi f;ocst 
Ami mIu'H tlmu'it dead let n.o be laid uc;n tUocI 
Call on me m my torn)), my hones shall answei, 

Ami iitii rcspcmses to a call horn thou l 

Ifitweie asl.etl, “What wciiilcVst thou Heaven should order ? 

■' Ilm v.ifi," 1 aim.'ei, " Hi A, and then ivliat pleases time. 

As Kill al-J >in was rn this case, weeping and crying out, "O 
Mn i an ! O Mi warn i " behold, an olcl man landed [torn a vessel 
-uni cimung up to him, saw him shedding teais and heaid him 

tC'llWL tlu^e \ oiscs ,— 


n Mcumuu of beauty 1 2 llUiui, foi those eyne * Aic as densest clouds 

lading clmp- m lu-io , 11 

Ask nmul fuanhuid, and my mileis shall &ay * Tluit nunc eyelids i\i& 
drnnmng tVic^c eyeW\s or mine, 


Q a ij the old man, “ 0 my son, meseeuifi thou weepesfc foi the 
damsel who sailed yesterday ^ith the Frank ? J ’ When Nur ah 
Diu htaidUiebO words of the Shaykh he fell down in a swoon 
a ml lay for a long while without life; then, coining to himself, 
he wi [it uith soie weeping’ and improvised these couplets 


Shall vo o'er his unite after severance-tide * And return in the, pei- 
fucUst cheer to hide ? 

hi my heart indeed is a lowe of love * And I'm pained by the spies 
\i ho my pam deride: 

My ilu-i I ]ue^ in me are distraught, * And her Ullage a-uighU I would 
sue 1)y Mile . 

Uy Allah, no hour hiings me solace of love, * And Iiow can it when 
nrake dutur, Mix me and elude ? 

A soft-siJtd damsel of slenderest waist * Hci arrows of cync on my 
liLflit luljr piled | 

ilci Liam is like RAnMiec branch in gailli. * SJuljUg her dnuiim the 
iUU who his face inu^t hide; 


1 Maryam al-JIusn, co a Lam mg n double entcndie, ” O place of Uio wluti- 

doe (Run) of beauty!” The girl'b name was jMarjam, the Aiab faun ol 
Mar}, &I*o applied to the II V by Eastern CUrv-tUms Hcncu aemuniunnaiue 
of 5)nan women is ''IIu-iii Maryam M = (one endowed with the spiiitu.il 
licavdi^crt Mary * \o\ \\\ ccWvn). 1 do not think that the name was 

" mannficluied by the Arab ston-tcllers aftei the pattern of then own names 
(:!» R nr a\-l->in or KouredJin, light af the Faith, Taj odd in r ciown of f, nth, etc ) 
for the nse of ihcir mu gin ary Chnstian female chauicteis " 

2 I uiaj Jiem re mi ii J leaders thit tlio Can, which some Oiicnlalisls will 
wme br Z5en k a L traiylit and giALolnl specit-b of Mormon with plentiful and 
intently green foliage 
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Did I not fear God (be He gloiifiecl J) * “ My Fail bo gbiificd t' r Ji.icl I 
cikd. 

The old man looked at linn, and noting his beauty and grace 
and symmetry, and the fluency of his tongue and the seductive¬ 
ness of liis charms, had uilh on him and his heait mourned fot 
his case. Now that Shaylch was the captain of a ship, hound 
to the damsel’s city, and in this city weie an hundred Moslem 
me 1 chants, men of the Saving Faith; so he said to Nur al-Dm, 
“ Have patience and all will yet be well; I will bring thee to her 

an it be the will of Allah (extolled and exalted be He!)-And 

Shahrnzad perceived the dawn of clay and ceased saying her 
peunitted say. 

J0otu kiljcii it U)nc* tljc ©LffDt tijimticeii alii ©kjfjtpdti'flt 

She put sued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the old skipper said to Nur al-Dm, “ I will bang thee to her, 
Iiu,halhih I M L lie youth asked, "When shall we set out ? n and 
the other said, l£ Come buL three days uioie and we will depatt in 
peace and piospciity.” Nur al-Din rejoiced at the captain’s words 
with joy exceeding and thanked him for his bounty and 
benevolence. Then ho recalled the days of love-Itesse dear and 
muon with his slave-girl without peer, and he shed bitter teais 
and lecilcd these couplets ;~— 

Say, will to me and you the ltutliii.il union show * My louls 1 2 Shall e'er 
1 win the wish of me or no ? 

A visit-boon by you will shifty Time vouchsafe I « And aebe your linage 
eyelids which so hungry glow ? 

With you woio Union to he sold, I fain would buy, * Rut ah, I see 
such giace doth all my means outgo I 

Then Nur al-Dm went forthiighL to the mailed and bought 
what he needed of viaticum and othei necessaiiea foi the voyage 
and leturned to the Rais, who said to him, "O my son, what is 
that thou hasl with thee? 11 said he, “My piovisions and all 
wheieof I have need for the voyage/’ Thereupon quoth the old 
mail, laughing, “0 my son, art thou going a-plensming to 
Pompoy's Pillar" 1 ? Verily, between thee and that Lliou meekest is 
Lwo months' journey an the wind be fair and the weather favour¬ 
able/ 1 Then he took of him somewhat of money and going to the 
bazar bought him a sufficiency of all that he needed for the voyage 
and filled him a laige caiLhcn jar 3 with fresh wat er, Nur ql- 

1 A\ab " Aimid al-SawAH"-tke Piltai o£ Ma-dh, v«inch is still the locd 
name of Dicclflliru/s column nbsmdly named by Europeans " Pompey’s Pillar/’ 

2 Aiab " LSaLijah," also used as a wmfc-jai (amphora), a flayon. 
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At/ Liiylah wa Lay hi If 


Dm abode in the ship three days until tho merchants hud ntntlo 
an end of tlieh precautions and piepaulions mul cnibaikt'il, whim 
they Set sail, and putting' out to sea fared,on ono-awl-fifty clays. 
Aftei this, there came out upon them coisams, 2 pirates who s,i< kml 
the ship, and taking Nut al-Din and all therein ptisonuis, mined 
them to the city of Fiance and piuadod Lhotn bofous tJic King, 
who bade cast them into jail, Nut al-Din amongst tlio uuiulmu 
As they weie being led to prison the galleon" arrived with llm 
Princess Miiiam and the one-eyed Vtoir, and when it made, the 
harborU the lametei landed, and going up Lo the King, gave him 
the glad news of his daughters Safe leluin: whoimi|iun lliey 
heaUhe kettledmms for good tidings and dccouilcd llm oily afUu 
the goodliest fashion. Then the King Look hoi so with all his 
guaids and louls and uyLahles, and lode down to tlio wm to moot 
hei. The moment the ship cast imclioi she came aslunu, tuul the 
King saluted hei and embraced her and mounting hue on u blond- 
steed, bote her to the palace, where lie' mother loceived bur with 
open arms and asked hex of her case and wlmlhm she was a maid 
as before, or whether she had become a woman r.un.dly known by 
man.* She replied, “O my inothei, how should a gil l who Ii.illi 
been sold from meichant to nieichant in the land of Aloslom*., a 
slave commanded, abide a viigin? The luetchanl who bought mu 
threatened me with the bastinado and violono«d me aiul took my 
virginity, after which he sold me to muvlhcJ, and he again to a 
thiid." When the Queen heard these hoV winds the light m hei 
eyes became night and she ropcaled het confession lo llu: King, 
who was chagrined thereat and his affair was grievous lo him, So 
he expounded hei case to his Grandees and Patricianf,' 1 who a,iid In 
hirn, “0 King, she hath been defiled by llm Moslems and iiaiighl 
will purify her save tin; striking off of an bundled Mohammedan 
heads-” Where upon the King sent for the, Turn I lelmvei s ho U.nl 
imprisoned, and they decapitated them one nlriu anothiu, begin¬ 
ning with the captain, till none was left save: Nm al-l>in. They 
taiCoffa strip of his skill, and binding his eyes llmiowilh It'd liim 
to the rug of blood and wete about to smile his neck, when behold I 
an ancient dame came up lo the King id (hat vmy nuiincnt and 
said, "O my lord, thou didst vow to bestow upon ,ndi ami nveiy 
church fiv e Moslem captives, to help us hi Llu; setvuo Hum col, so 


I Aiab " Al-Xm&Sn," evidently horn tlie lml. " Coimiii,'* a uiiiik'i i,,» 
ihe r°rt “Cabo Coiso," which we liavoconnplud to “I'.ipuibisiUi" 
(Gulf of Guinea), means the Cnpe of Tacking, 

z Aiab " Glim 3 b/* which Euiopemii. lum lo "Giab ’* 

3 Alab "Snyyib" (Tlmyyib) t i iaio word ■ it mostly a]>nlms tu i l woman 
who leaver lici lmbaml jiflcn ly\n£ once wtlli him, 

in hui l annul nnsi.ai 

in m£tit cicccK] it mca.ua m iiioiias, h 1 
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Allah would lcsloic thee thy daughtei the Princess Miriam; and 
now she is resloied to Lbec, so do thou fulfil thy vow. J> The King 
lcpjiocl, " 0 my mothci, by the yliLue of the Messiah and the 
Vdilable Faith, theic remameth tome of the piisoneis but Lhis. 
one captive, whom they me about to pul to death: so talce hun 
with thee to help m the service of the cluuch, till thfcire come to 
me mate pusouers of the Moslems, when I will send thee othei 
foui. I Tads L thou come earlier, before they Lie wed off the heads 
r>l these, l had given Llieo as many as thou wouldcst have." The 
old woman thanked the King foi his boon and wished him con¬ 
tinuance ol life, glory and piospurity. Then without loss of time 
she went up to Km nl-Din, whom she laised from the mg of blood; 
and, looking nariowly at him, saw a comely youth and a dainLy, 
with a delicate skin and a face like lhe moon at her full; where¬ 
upon she emueil him to the chmch and said to him, l< O my sun, 
do(T these clothes wluch me upon thee, for they arc fit only for the 
.service of the Sultan, p ' So saying, the ancient dame [nought him 
n gown and hood of black wool and a broad girdle/ 1 in which .she 
clad and cowled him ; and, after binding on his belt, bade him do 
the seivice of the church, Accoidingly, he served the chinch 
seven days, at the end of which time, behold, the old woman came 
lip U) him and said, ,£ 0 Moslem, don thy silken dross and take 
these len diihains and go out foitlniglu and divert thyself abioaii 
this day, and tally nil here a single moment, lest thou lose thy 
life." Quoth ho, “WluL is to do, O my molhoi?" and quoth 
hire, “ Know, O my son, that the King’s daughter, the Princess 
Mili:mi the Giidle-gul, hath a mincl to visiL the chinch this day, 
Lo seek a blessing by piJgiimago and to make oblation thereto, a 
douceur u of Lhank-olTuiing for her deliverance from Uie land of the 
Moslems and in fulfilment of the vows she vowed to the Messiah, 
so he would save her. With her me four hunched damsels, not 
tme of whom but is perfect in beauty and loveliness and all of them 
me cUutghlcis of Wn/iih, and limns and Grandees ; they will he 
hum during this veiy hour, and if then eyes fall on tlice in this 
chruch, they will hew Llieo in pieces with swoids, M Thereupon 
Niu al-l)m Look the ten tin hams from the ancient dame, and 
donning his own dress, went out Lo the bawtr and walked about 
the city and took his pleasure therein, till he knew its highways 

aucl gates,-And Sliahrazad perceived the dawn pf day and 

ceased Lo say hei pcnnitled say* 

l i c, for the mu vice of a temporal mourn ch, 

? Aval } " Sayr 1 biond dvip of bather stilt vLsetE by v/ay of gircltc 
Amongst cgi lain Christian laljj'iuiis in the luist. 

\ Aiul), '■ Unlit wat al Sfildniali , 11 Lhu sweetmeats offouul to Jilends {ifter 
UiUwiung iiain a journey q \ escaping mjic peril. See vol ii i. nlglu cc]i\ 
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A// Laylak wa LayMh. 


jQolu ivtjin it i/jc ©fjr&t Jbiinfrctr nntr (JJigfhMrcoiiti JRijjfh, 


She resumed. It hath icached me, O auspuions King, that Nm 
al'Diii, after donning his own dicss and taking Lhti Lon diiliains 
from the ancient dame,fared forth to Lho jnailud sUccls ami wan- 
deied about a while till he knew evciy rjunitoi of tlio city, ahm 
which he ieturned to the church 1 andsaw tholMiiirw Miihvm Urn 
Girdle-gab daughter of the King of Fiance, cornu up to tin? fane, 
attended by fom bundled damsels, high-fiosomod maiiU like nmoir , 
amongst whom was the douglilQL of the ono-nyed Warn aiul those? 
of the Emirs and Lords of the leahn; and alio walked in limit 
midst as she ivcic moon among stais. When his (*yoa fell upon 
hoi, Nur ai-Djn could not contain herself, hid cited out Horn Lin* 
core of his heait, <f O Mhkuul O Miiiam I" When Liu? dnniM'h, 
heard his outciy they ran at him with twouL sliming Inight like 
flashes ot 1 even-light and would have slain him (bithiiglil, I hit 
the Piincess turned and looking on him, knew him with fullest 
knowledge, and said to her maidens, “ Leave this youth ; drmhf- 
less he is mad, for the signs of madness he manifest on his fare," 


When Nur al-Din heard this, heuncoveied his head aiul iollc.il hir. 
eyes and made signs with his hands and twisted his legs, foaming 
the while at the moutli. Quoth the Pimee^, “Said 1 not thal (he 
pooi youth was mad ? Lung him to mo and stand oIf flora him, 
that 1 may hear what he saiih; foi I know dm speech of lh<m\i;r,h 
and will look into his case and see if lus madness admit nl mn r nr 
not." So they laid hold of him and biougliL hn n l() | lrl . 
which they withdiew to a distance and she said In him, “ \ [am thou 
cojne hither on my account and vcnLuiud thy life for my sake and 
feignest thyself mad?" fie replied, “O my J.ulv, lum lli m i not 
heard the saying of Lhu poet 1 ? 11 j-- 


Quoth they, " Thou’rt bmoly raving jiuul lor her limn lovN.l”: ;, n i] i 
“ 1,,C1C n° pleaiiiuUno.ss in li)c |uiL lot tin; tuail " 

Compute my madness wiili hei«,ir foi whom f i.ivo, .( ‘„L Aenml 
tliciewith, then bkirno me not for thiu winch I al>y, 

MiJam replied, “By Allah, O Nur al-Din, indeed Hum hasL I 
.ignijist thyself, foi I Waned ihco of linn Imloin it heiclj Umo • y r i 
moulds thoLt not heaiken to mo, hul JullowAlM Hum-, own inm , 
albeit that wheicof I gave then to know [ ietn „L not hy „| 


\ S“ ksfiuliaxlt was tin Hui.iMIm ami Mnm/ml m n„. ,.K„ ,i v 
, llu-sc hues aie m nights c\cih and cc.wv fc 


lyno 
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inspiration noi physiognomy 1 nor dienms, but by eye-witness and 
very sight; for X saw the one-eyed Wazir and knew tliat lie was 
not come to Alexandua but in quest of me." Said lie, “O my 
Lady Miriam, we seek refuge with Allah from the error of ihc 
inlelligL']iL'M M Then lii‘3 affliction redoubled on him and lu> leciled 
this saying a — 

Pa^ o ’cl my fault, fur 'tis tlui wise man's uont 
Of other's sins to take no liaibli aec^uint ; 

And as all crimes liave made my hi east lludi site, 

So Lliino all shapes of metc) F should unite, 

"Who from above would juerey seek to know, 

Should hist bo moinlnl to thusci below, 

Then Nm al-Hin and Princess Miriam censed not fiom lovcis 1 
chiding which to tiacc would ho tedious, relating 1 each to other 
Lhat which bad befallen them, and lcciling' verses and making 
moan, one to oLhoi, ot the violence of passion and the pangs of 
pine and deshe, whilst the tears kui down their cheeks like rivers, 
till thoio was left them no sliength to say i\ word, and so they 
continued till clay clepmted and night darkened. Now the Princess 
was clad in a gieen dress, puiiled with rod gold and hroideied 
'with pearls and gems which enhanced her beauty and loveliness 
and inuer giaco ; and light well quoth (he poet oi hei J :— 

Like iho full moon she shhudh in giu incuts all of green, With loosened 
voftL aud enUaih and (lowing hail beseem 
“ What is thy name ? '* I asked her j and riio replied, M I’m s>hc \Vhn 
ioasts the humts of lovtus on coals of love and loon. 

I am the pme white silver, ay, and the gold whcicwitli The bondmen 

from stiait prison and dour lelcaafitl been," 

Quoth I, "I'm all with rigours consumed " ; hut “ On a rock,” Said 
she, 41 suuli as my heart is, thy plaints are waited clean," 

II Kvlmi if thy brail," I auMveml, m he rock in vay deed, Vet hatli God 

CtUihcd fair waters ell from Iho lock, I ween.” 

And when mghL darkened on them the Lady Miriam went up to 
her women and asked them, “ Have yo locked the door?'* and 
Lheyanswered, “Indeed we have locked it.'* So she took them 
and went with them to a place called the Chapel of the Lady 

x Arab. " l r u 'isali/ 1 Jit. sJviJl in judging of lujiHeilurdi (T.uas) and 
die lire applied, like " Kiy/dah," Lo physiognomy, One Kfln \va^ the first to 
divine man's Cvhttuiby vvmUhf sy^ys (M-MivrtUvA, Aixvlv. 1 ?eot. h wwl dvc, 
Kihjw lodge \wvs JiuicdiLuy m the lube Mashij, 

- 2 . hopnrtod to be «l ''llaclis" oi saying of Mohammed, Lo whom are 
at tn billed many such nlucwd aphorisms, rg “Allah defend ns from the ire oi 
llui mild (lemp-Mvd) ” 

3 These lines ,ue m vol i . night \iii f quote Toiions (p 120), 
i\ Those linos luvo uccmicri holme I quote JUi, iVync 
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Alf Lavhih wn Lnyhih, 

Mary the Vhgm, Mother of Light, because the Nazaumos hoM 
that there are her heait and soul. The gi\ lfl betook tllQmwlww to 
ptayer far blaa&uigs from above and circuited all lho dim Hi; and 
when they had made an end of their visitation, Urn Punccss turned 
to them and said, "I desire to pass the nighL alone m the Viigin's 
chapel and seek a blessing thereof, for that yearning aftm it hath 
betided me, by leason of my long absence m Urn land of the 
Moslems; and as feu you, when ye have niadu an eml ot yom 
visitation, do ye sleep wheieso ye will." Kcpliod Lhey, 11 With love 
and goodly gjee, be it as thou wilt I" and leaving luu alone in 
the cliapel, cEtspcised about the chinch and slcjiL. 1 he Lady 
Miriam waited till they wcio ouL of sight and hraiing* Hum wtml 
in sealch of Nui al-Dlu, whom she found siLLing in a cm mu nn 
live coals, awaiting her. He lose and hissed hur bands and Loot 
and she sat down and seated him by hoi Milo. Then i.lm pulled oil 
all that was upon her of i atm on l ami ornaments and fine hum, 
and taking Nm al-Din in liet arms shamed him to hm Imsom, 1 * 3 
And they ceased not, she and he, from kissing suul Hipping, 
saying the while, “How shoil me the nights oi Union and tlm 
nights of Disunion how long aic they I " mill l ceiling these 
veises;— 

O Night of Union, Time’s vhginal pii/ii, » While slur of the Niglils 
with auroral ilycs, 

Tliou gaiLest Daim aCtcr Noon to lisa, * Say sU'Uhmi Kohl in Minuinp/s 
Eyes, 

Oi \v.is.L thou Shimbor to blcruiMt oyo JiH ? 

0 Night of Parting, how long thy stay » Whose hih"d limit a a\e dm 
fust pom tray, 

Tins endless click* that noways may * Show bimu’h till tin* c'cmifiifj ol 
Judgment-day, 

Day when dies the lover ol p.uling grief ,' 1 

As they were in this mighty delight ruul joy engrossing (hoy (maid 
one of the seivunts oi the Saint 11 smite the gong ‘ upon tho mxjI, 
to call the folk to the lites of Llieii worship, and he wan even .is 
saith the poet:— 


i T|tis pioJsMiing a Chustian Chinch winch rout.mini tho mlh <l of Urn 
Ahrgin would lnigely delight ihc callec-limi!,ii Jinbtfiu\ uni’ ilio I''|;yjilU iii’t wi mill 
be equally flatteied to Lieav that the son of u CiWcnu mini hunt had mm In 
tile conquest of a FianMsh Princuv, KnynL Tlmt hr uvri an mimd nolUonu 
matteied very little, ns bis cowaidiuc only set oil Ins dun ms. 

i y*d, a/Usi the lifting up of the dead 

3 Aiab, " Nafisah,” tho piecious one, i.c the Viigim 

f u ,| .A rJ i b wooden fiOi.tr usfd by Kastwn Lin hiuiis, and wwly 

In bidden by the eaily Moslems. 
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I saw him striko the gong ami asked of him straightway, « 11 Who 
made the Fawn 1 al striking gong so knowing, eh ? " 

And to my soul, “What smiling irlccth theft the nunc, + Sinking dm 
gong ol’ sinking note ot going, 15 say ? " 

-And Shallrnznd perceived the clawn of day and ceased saying 

hei pcimilLud say, 

J®nto to&m It torus tb C&lflljt IjMnrtJvrt Cfcl^tp'tljii'l] JftifjTjr, 

She said, it hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Niu al-Dm 
and Mniam the Giidlogiil lose forthwith and donned hei clothes 
and ornaments; InU this was grievous to Nur al-Din, and his 
gladness was troubled ; ilia Lears streamed from his eyes and ho 
lcciLcd these couplets:— 

I consul not to Idas that check ’with budding loses {light * And ejes 
down cast .uid bit llic s.uno with most emphatic. hitc; 

Until we were in gfom ixud lay him down the spy ' Ami Bank his eyes 
Aviili in bin hiaiil declining fiatiiei sight? 

And htiuck the gonga nr» they tluit had Lhu charge of them wore like * 
Mue/v-in ciying duly-prsvycrs in AUaIi'h hook indite. 

Then rose she up right hastily and donned the dress she'd do fled, * 
hoi'c fmrmg lest a slimling-star' 1 upon oul heads alight. 

And ci icd» 1 f O wish mul will of me, t) cud of all my lmpeal * Behold 
the morning conics Lo ns in luigliLosl, while,si lighL ” 

I hwciu if InU one clay of rule wcio given Lo my life » And I woie made 
an ICmpcrm of majesty and might, 

A-down I'd break the bntli eases ot chinches one and all * And by Uieir 
slaughter rid tins car 111 of every shaveling wight, 

Then the Lady Miriam pressed him to her bosom and kissed his 
check, mul n^kuil him, M 0 Nui al-I)in, how long bast thou been 
in Lins town ? ?} “ Se ven days," fl Haul thou walked about in H, 

and dost thou know its ways and issues and its sea-gales and 
land gales ? M “ Yes I " “ KnowesL thou the way to the oiTcitary- 

dusL 1 of the chinch?” “Yowl” u Since thou knowcsl all this, 
as soon as the fust thud" of the coming night is over, go Lo the 

i it agi archil, slcmchsi youth 

j Then; is .1 complicated pan in this line, in ad a by splitting (he woid 
,d(ci lh( l fashion of punster s *' Znihii 'PN.uv(UtisI=-lhe striking ol the gongs, 
and " Znilm ') Nnwi, Klsi = sinking Hie dep.utiuc iiignnl: decide thou 11 (fern, 
addressed to Llic Naf'i, soul or self). I have attempted a feeble inflation 

j Arab M Kiijm al-MnnkazzI," making the envious spy quo of die prying 
linns, sit whom ia launched dio Slnlhlb in shooting-fa lar by (ho angels who 
prevent them listening at the gates of Heaven. See vol i niglit xxli. 

Aitih. "&induk al-Nimir," hi 41 tho box of vowed oblations." This act 
of uaciilogc would find high favour with tlui aiuhtoiy, 

ij 'Hie nighl consisting, like Lire day, of thice watches. See vuJ, i, 
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offcitoiy-chesl awl take thence what thou wi sliest and wiliest. 
Then open the dooi that giveth upon the tunnel' Jt-n.linR to he 
oand no down to the haihoux, whom thou will hud a little ship 
and ten men therein, and when the Urns shall see thee, he will 
ULLI out his hand to thee, Cive liim thy hand and he will Mke 
thee up into the ship, and do thou wait them till 1 mum to thee. 
But 'waic and have a caic lest sleep oveilake thee this night, 
01 thou wilt repent wlienas jcpcniance shall avail thee naught,” 

Then the Princess laicwelled him and going hath 1 .. Nm al 

Din aroused horn sleep her women and the lest ot the damsels, 
with whom she betook herself to the chinch dom and knocked; 
wheifcupon the ancient dame opened to hei and ‘.lie went /mill 
and found the knights and vuilels standing willmul. They 
brought her a dapple shc-mule and she nmunled : wlicnmpon 
they wised over her head a canopy 3 4 with (in tains ol silk, mul 
the knights took hold oi tile mule’s hallei. 'I'hen the giianls" 
encompassed her about, diawn liwnd in hand, mid laied on 
with hei, followed by hoi, till they hi might liei to tlie pal,urn ol 
the King hei fathci. Meanwhile, Nm al-l)m ahnde (oneiMled 
behind the cmlain, nuclei covci of which Miiiam and lie had 
passed the night, till it was bioad day, when the mam dcuir was 
opened and the chinch became full of people. Tlmn he. miiigh cl 
with the lolk and accosted the old Pjioioss, llio gu.iiili. 2 m 1 of the 
shrine, who said to him, “ Whole didst thou he last night?" 
Said he, “ In the town as thou bade si mo." Ouuth she, “ () my 
son, thou hast done the light thing, fui liailst llum nighled in 
the Chinch, she had slain then on the Imilesl nine." And 
quotli lie, “ Piaised be Allah who hath dehmed me Jiom llio 
evil of this niglitl " Then he busied himself wilh the seivieo of 
the chinch and ceased not busying till day dep.iiled and night 
with daikness staikened, when he anise and opened the cilleilniy- 
chest and took thence of jewels whalso was light of weight ami 
weighty of woitli. Then lie lauied lill the fust \vat< h ol (ho 
night was past, when he made his way to llio postern ol the 
Inline! and opening it, went foith, calling on Allah lot piotei lion, 
and ceased not faung on until, aftei finding and opening (lu; 
dooi, he came to the sea. ilcie lie discovered the vessel monied 
to the shoie near tile gate; and hei skippoi, ,i laII old man ol 
comely aspect with a long hoaid, slauding jn tho w.nsl, Ins leu 


1 Ai.ib “ Al-KlianUiali,” a won! now liuio um il. 

2 Ai.ib. " Niimtisiyah,’’ lit iinisgiiilo cuilalns 

3 Aiah " J.twasliiy.ih," .see vol. t, ni|-lu ssm\ 

4 Aiab " KiiyyiiiMli," (lie (one ol " iv.ivyun." 
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mcjj being lang 0c l liefoie liim. Nui al-Din gave him Jus hand, ass 
Militun had hidden linn, and the captain took it and pulling him 
on board of the whip, etied out to his ciew, saying, “Cast oif the 
moorings and put out to sea with us, ere day Ineak.” Said one of 
the ten, “ O my loid the captain, liow shall wc put out now, 
when the King hath notified us that lo-monow he will embark m 
this ship and go loinul about the sea, being lornful for his 
daughtci Minaui iioin the Moslem thieves ? ” But the Rais cried 
out at him, saymg, “Woo to you, O accursed 1 Date ye gainsay 
me and handy woids with me?" Sn saying the old captain 
limed his blade and with it dealt Iho aailoi who had spoken a 
Lhuisl in the thioal, that the steel came out gleaming from his 
nape; and quoth .mother of the sailors, “ What hath our comrade 
done of mime, that limn shoiddst cut his thioar?" Thereupon 
the captain clapped hand to sivord and smote off the sponlccTs 
head, noi did ho leave smiling the lest of the sailois till he had 
slain them all, one after oilier, and casL the ten bodies ashoic. 
t hen he tinned to Nur al-Din and cued out at him with a 
teilihJo gienL ciy, Lhal made him tumble, saying, “Go down 
and pull up Iho morning-slake." Nur al-Din feared lest lie 
should stlike him also with the swmd; so he sprang up and 
leapt ashuio and pulling up the slake jumped ahoaid again, 
swifllioi than the dazzling loven, The captain ceased not to bid 
him do this anil do that and tad: and weal hither uud tlutliei and 
look at the slais, and Nur at-Dm did all that he hade him, with 
hoa.it a-quakuig frn affright; whilst he himself spread the sails, 
and the ship fiued with the twain into the dashing sea, swollen 
with clashing billows.—■—And Shahiaziul perceived the dawn of 
day and ceased in say her peimilted sny. 

•Rota tali tit it tarns tljc ©ifl'Ijt untir eti nnh (£iflI;h).foiii-Hj Jrliislit, 

She continued, It hath leached me, 0 auspicious King, that 
when the old skipper had made sail he duivc the ship, aided 
by Nm al-Din, into the dashing sea before a favouring gale. 
Meanwhile, Nur al-Din hold on to the tackle immersed in deep 
thought, and dimvuod m Lhc sea of solicitude, lcnoivrng not what 
was hidden lot him in the Inline; and whenever lie looked at the 
captain, Ids heart quaked and knew not whither the liais went 
with him. He abode thus, pieoccupied with caic and doubt, till 
it was high day, when he looked at the skipper and saw him lake 
hold of lu.s long beaiil and [mil at it, wheicupon it came olf in his 
hand and Nm al-Din, examining it, smv that it was hut a false 
bo.riil glued on. So ho sli.ul/y consult-'!od that same lfnis, and 
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behold, it was the Princess Mhiani, his mislinss and lhe (leading 
of his healt, who had contrived to waylay liic captain and slay 
him, and had skinned off his beau], which siho had stuck on Ln hm 
own face. At this Niu al-Din was tiauspmU'il for |ny, and his 
hi east broadened and he maivellcd at hci piowesa and tin- stout¬ 
ness of her heart, and said to her, “Welcome, O my hopn and 
my desiie and Lhe end of mine eveiy wish I 1 ’ Then luvo and 
gladness agitated him and he made sum of winning to his hopes 
and his expectancy; wlieuifoio ho luoko out into song and 
chanted these couplets ;— 

To all who imknow my love for tho May h 1'ioni whom I'ale disjoins 
me O say, I pray, 

“ Ask my kith and kin nl my lovollmt aye * Kuswcctmis my verses In 
lo\ ely lay. 

Foi the loss of the tribesmen rny life o'er sway I ” 

Then names when named heal all malady; > thin 1 and rli.isn iiom 
heart every pain I dice: 

And my longings foi love roach so high (legion « 1 ‘Ii,U my Spiilnn, 
maddened each morn I see, 

And am grown of (he crowd to he saw ami say. 

No blame in Lliccn will I e'ci espy : * Not noi might of iinlm e sans them 
desciy: 

Vom love hath shot me with pines, ami 1 h Horn in brail a Maine (Iml 
shall ncvci clic. 

But fire my livei with fiery ray, 

All folk jny sickness for mmvcl scoic * That in dnifmsl l \\ake 

evermore 

Whsit ails them to torture this licail fnilmo « Ami deem light lor 
loving my blood t 1 outpour . 

And yet—how justly unjust are they 

Would I woL who 'twaa could obtain ol yim n To wrong :l \milh wlm'i, 
so fain of you ; 

By my life and by Him who nuule men of you, - An l ho spy toll nmdil 
I complain of you, 

lie lies, by Allah, in foulest way I 

May the Lord my sickness never dispel, * Nor over my lirui f of i( M 
pains be wc]!, 

What day I icgiet Lliat ill love I foil . Oi laud any l.uul | IU |. ulit-iuiit 
ye dwell: 

Wnng rny heart ail yc; will or make glad and gay I 

I hare vitals shall ever bo true to you * Though nicked l.y the ijoom , 
not now to you ' 1 

l:ic dll'* wrong-and this light I Iml mic: to you: . D„ uh.d vm, wdl to 
thiall who Lo you 

Shall no’ci grudge lii-, life at your loo! to lay. 
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When Nur al-Dm wased In sin;;, the I'limvvi Mij iain mai veiled 
;i l lii.'i song ami lli.n jL< <1 linn l liewlni; .saying H Whoso’s ( ase is 
tints d heUovelh him to walk the ways-d oust ,md nwi do this 
dml ol < uik ami < uwiudK. ,r Nmv ‘dm w-i‘i stoul of luai l and run¬ 
ning In Iho sailing ol ships owr Iho sail m.i, find she knew nil Llui 
wind 1 ; and Limit shillings *nnl evely coinse of Uio main, So Niu 
al-I)m said, u t) my lady, hudsL thou pinlnngrd this i aso nn inn, 1 l 
had smcly died fm si less ot alhiglit and ehagiin, inoio Uy token 
o S Llui fill 1 of passion and low lnn;:iii|; ami dm mini pangs of 
vopai.ilmn. 11 Mm laughed nl ins .sper< Igantl i ising without slay or 
delay Uumghl out wniewhal ol loud uiul lit pun ; and Limy alo and 
thank ami enjoyed llieniselvos and m.uln rnriiy. Then sluwlunv 
Ini Lh whins .uni nlliei gems and pit i inns si ones and eosLly Li in Ice: Ls 
ol gold and sihcj mid all numiei tilings ol piiu\ lighL of weight 
and weighty of wmllg v hii h she li al taken Ilomi Llio pnlaeo of !uu 
sin 1 ami his hrasunej,, and displayed Ihem to Nm al-Diii, who 
irjmrrd theiriu uilli |oy mro dm;:, All Him while l!m wind blow 
fan Iol lliiMii, and jneiiily s.ulrd I In * ship, noi crasnd sailing Liil 
lhi,y dirw wwx the < dy nl Alesamhu ami sighted its landmarks, 
old and new, and I’miipuy's 1'illiu. When limy mode the poilj 
Nui al-l dn landed (oi Hi l i/;1 1 1 T and sfi ming llin ship to our nf Lhn 
lodling Slones,' 1 look snminvlul n( tin- luMSUi'm* llut Milium had 
[nought with lu'i'j ,uni said to luT r "O iny ludy p Inliyin Ilia ship 
against 1 irlurn and cni'j liter up into the i iiy iniaioh way ns l 
should wish and will/' (Minlh sins 11 II Inliovulli iJkitL this bn 
dour fpitclJy, ioi laidnx v. m nilans rngrinInieth lepniMuCtt. 11 
(>uoth ha, “Thnr is mi tntdinrsn in imV; ami leaving hoi in Lho 
filnp, wont up nilo lln' f ityln llio hoiisr o( tho dnigghd, his faLlicr'a 
old li u'lid, lo boi low nl In; \ulo Ioi Mu lam voil ami nianlilla, ami 
\valUmj\ bonis w\w \ poll haul. Uruvaas ulLm thu usu^eof Lhtmvmncai 
of y\h* \.uith i. i j niiknowin/; that th(‘lr w.ui appointed to Inditld him 
ol l)ui shills nl TiiiMs lh« I si I he i ol Woudcus, that wliicli avuh far 
ht'ynntl Ins irrktminiv. Thus it belt'll Nur al-Din ami Miriam llin 
(iirdle giil ; Imi as legald*. In r si n* thn King' 1 ol Ib.imv, whan ho 
muse in llm moniinp, \w linsMsi In:, dauphlnr and tjunhlmmsl her 
wouicii anti hei miuih hsol In i, An .wninl Limy, n O <mii loul,tihe 

r i r, hltfl'il 1 In in nn( ill ila.nl tin i’ll lie lus Mild aitMl UKult ill l\ 
ttn\,iol (.1 wa .ntirUin-a tin In*. < ow.luIii a, .uni I hi * t'UM r hai<U'ltiiiMic of 

tile HHulei li l-’nv pli.tli, whu n pio\eih j.. a " lit' furl iltlvy, .Uh\J\ sfhWle hm J Is 
Iftuei tlsm, LO 1 tea ’ At ire. JtLO i t>h ^ /iijji / " 

j , And* “ A li).ti‘al li.ts sum M iiol loiaoth'ii In llimnMl.iyn ships andioiori 
In 11 11 ' I-a 1 .Inn jh»l| ot Af'^-mdi j.i, wlmji i \ now wholly dliamlimijil on iwuulinl 
of Lite iinl.y huttoin Jiml llir cl.m>;«*imat 11 lawiiului," whleli, a 1 ! tho €2llir«iltnr 
piovei h s.iy i, 

the - imil . laiitui' 

Vt >1 .. VII, 
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went out last night to go to church, and after that tiro hjtvo no 
t]din * s of her.” LJuL as the King talked with them, behold, there 
arose 1 so great a clamour of cries below the palace, that tins place 
rang thereto, and he said, “ What may he the news? " The folk 
replied, 11 0 King, we have found ten men slain on the sea-shore, 
and the royal yacht is missing. Moreover, wo saw the postern of 
the church, which giveth upon the tunnel lending to the sen, 
wide open, and the Moslem prisonei who served in the chuu-h is 
missing. 1 ' Quoth the King, “And my ship lie dost, without doubt 

or dispute"_And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of thy and 

ceased saying hei permitted say. 

jrjcitu tufim It luruj tljr tEiffh j^untriTU nntr tEijj'FjIn-fiffl) JAIfl'lif. 

She pursued, It hath icaclicd me, O auspicious King, that when 
the King of France missed his daughter they brought him lidings 
of her, saying, “Thy yacht is lost" ; and he leplicd, “ An the nah 
be lost, without dispute or doubt my danglUm is m it.” So he 
summoned without stay or delay the Captain of the 1 oil, and cried 
out at him, saying, “By Lhe virtue 1 of the Messiah rind Lhe Faith 
which is no liar, except thou and thy fighting men overtake my 
ship forthright and bring il back to me, with those who mo Hum pin, 
I will do thee die the. foulest of deaths and make a ter lilile example 
of thee!” Thereupon the captain went out from before, him, 
trembling, and betook himself to the ancient dame of the dim eh, 
to whom sard he, " HcardesL thou aught from Lhe captive that 
was with thee anent his native land and what countryman lie 
was ? ” And she answeicd, “ lie used to say, I come Jrom Liio 
town of Alexandria.” When the captain huaid Lhe old woman's 
words he lctvuned forthright to the poll and cried out to Lhe 
sailors, “Make leady and set bail.” So Ihoy did Ins bidding 1 and 
straightway putting out to sea, fated night and day till they 
sighted the city of Alexandria at the very time when Niu al-Dni 
landed, leaving the Princess in the ship, They soon espied the 
royal yacht and knew her; so they moored their own vessel at a 
distance therefrom and putting off in a little frigate they had with 
them, which drew but two cubits of water arid m whir li were an 
hundred fighting-men, amongst them the one-eyed Wa/ii (fm 


i Arab “ Iliikk "=ii(dits, a -word rimclt and vurknwly w <>d, To (’\ynevj 
the possessive " mine ” a Bacl.iwi says " TIaliKi " (pion I Iaggi) .uni '* 1 ill " J a 
Syiian “ Shiti " for Shayyati, iliy litLle lliinff, or " liiba 'i " my dt'pciuhml , un 
Egyptian " lb la' i" my portion ; and a I\!;u;hi ibi ■■ M’til' i " anil “ diyy.ib ” (di 
alla/.i li = this that is lo me). Tims " mine" becomes n shlhlinlelh. 
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that he was a stubborn tyrant and a frowaid devil and a wily 
thief, none could avail against his craft, as he were Abu Mo¬ 
hammed al-IJaUAl 1 2 3 ), they ceased not rowing till they reached the 
bark ami boai cling her, all at once, found none therein save the 
Piincess Miriam. So they took her and tlic ship, and returning 1 
to Lhcir own vessel, after they had landed and waited a long 
while/ set sail forthright for the land -of the Franks, having 
accomplished their eirand, without a fight or cveu drawing 
swoul, The wind blew fair foi them and they sailed on, without 
ceasing and with all diligence, till they reached the city of FLance 
and landing with the Princess Miiiam carried hei to her father, 
who received her, sealed 011 the tEuone of his kingship. As 
soon as ho saw her ho said to hoi, <c Woe io thee, 0 traitress! 
What ailed thee to leave tho faith of thy fathers and forefathers 
and the safcgiiaicl of the Messiah, on Whom is our reliance, and 
follow after ihc faith of the Vagi ants, 1 to wit, the fatili of Al- 
Islani, the which arose with the swoul against the Cross and the 
Images ? " Replied Miriam, “ I am not at fault, I went out by 
night to the chinch to visiL the Lady Maty anc! seek a blessing 
of her, when Lhoro fell upou me unawares a band of Moslem 
lobbcis, who gagged me and hound me fast, and carrying me on 
hoard the barque set sail with me fot their own coimUy. How- 
over, I beguiled them and talked with them of their religion, 
till they loosed my bonds; and ero \ knew it thy men overtook 
me and delivered me. And by the viiUie of the Messiah and 
tho Faith which is no liai, and the Cioss and the Crucified 
thereon, I icjoiced with joy exceeding in my release from 
them, and my bosom bioadcncd and I was glad for my deliver¬ 
ance from the bondage of Llie Moslems I ” Rejoined the King, 
"Thou licst, O whoie I O adulteress! By the virtue of that 
which is revealed of prohibition and permission, in the manifest 
Evangel, 1 I will assuredly do thee die by the foulest of deaths 
and make thee Lhc vilest of examples I Did it not suffice ibee 
to clo as thou didst the first tune and put off thy lies upon ns, 
but thou must letmn upon ns with thy deceitful inventions ? 11 
Theieupon the King bade kill her and crucily her over the palace 


1 ie the "Good Iol nothing,'* the, ,lL Jlnd'nii ,J ; not somo forgotten 
lidJian of tlu» day, but the hero of a tale antedating Tho Nights In their 
present foim, Sec Tcuvunal Rainy, 9 ii. 

2 i 1 l hoping to catch Nm al-Dui. 

3 Aial> "SawAUun" - the Waudorcis, PiJguma, wancleiJng Arabs, 
whose leligimij AlTsl.un, is so styled by its Clnislian opponents 

\ ie of things commanded and tilings piobilnteih The writer is thinking 
of the Koran, iu which there are not a few abrogated injunctions. 
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£ 7 tle ■ but 'it lbis ini*)jjejit the one-eyed Wazn, who had long boon 
csnamouicd of the Punccss, fame in to him and said, “Ho King 1 
slay her not, buL give her to me to wife, and I will watch ovei lin 
with the utmost \\aiding, not wdJ I go in unto her till 1 have 
liuilt lier a palace of solid stone, exceeding high of knmdrUton, so 
no thieves may avail to climb up to its Lcuacc-ioof; and when X 
have made an end of building it, I will sacrifice IhiiLy Moslems 
befoic the gate theieof, as an expwtoiy oflenng to the Messiah for 
myself and lor her-" The King gianted lus roquosL and bade the 
piiests and monks and patiiaichs many the lTincess to him ; so 
they did his bidding, wheieupon he bade set ahonL building a 
strong and lofty palace, beJiLLing hci Ktnlc, and the workmen foil 
to uoik upon it. On this wise it beLidod the l'nncevs Miii.mi 
and bet sue and the cute-eyed Wnzu ; hut as icgnrds Nut al-Diri, 
when he came bark with the peLLicoabtionseis ami m.uitdla and 
walking boots and all the atliio ol Alexanchkm women which lie 
had bonowed of the diuggist's wife, lie 11 found the ah void and 

the fane afar 1 ’ 1 ,-And Sliahiazad perceived Lhe dawn of day 

and ceased to say her pcnmLted say. 


JH olu wJjcn it luiiD tjc tEiflljt IjLUttUTH nut! 

She resumed, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, Lh,il when 
Nnr al-I)iii, li found the au void 9 and the fane afai," his hiutl 
sank within him and lie wept floods of Leai^ and incited these 
verses fl ;— 

The phantom of SoatU came hy night to wake me tow-,nils morning 
while iny companions wise sleeping in the desist ■ 

But when \vc awoke to behold the nighLly pliaiitom, I saw Ihr ah 
vacant, and the place of visitation distant. 

Then Nur ai-Din walked on along the sen-slioro and tinned light 
and left, till he saw folk galhcicd Logether on the Lioach and hoaul 


i See brlotv (or the alJiibiDn 

« Arab " Kafia *' — tleseil place It ocelli s in. this couplet • 

Wa Kalinin Ilaibin fi-maLmm ICifun , 

Wa lays a Kmba Kabu llaibiu Kuhi mi' 

UailVs coise is qumluicd m coarse wold acorn st ; 

Noi close Lc> coise of I-Lub is olhei cruse ;_ 

wouls made pmposely haisli because ulteiod by a [nun wlui killed a ti.ivellir 
named Haib " So I-Iomei — 


n-uAAw S' avavruy kotovtu, vv/uivtu tc Sav/xta rfiKOov. 
and Pope— 

O’ci lulls, o'ci dales, n’ei ciags, o'tn lodes they go, etc 

See Pioface (p v) to Captain A hoc Letts learned and whimsical 
The Mint Amil ( ,p etc , Calcutta, iSi j 

3 These lines have occtuieil lii vol m night cccxli L qmilr Mi 


volume, 

I ’iino, 
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thorn say, “ O Moslems, them vemamcthno honoui to Altxnndiia- 
city, Mnce the Franks enter it and snatch away those who aie 
Lhciciu and return to their own land, at then leisure 1 1101 pursued 
of any of the Moslems or fightcis f<n the Faith ! ” Quoth Nur ah 
Pm to them, “ What is to do? ” and quoth they, “0 my son, 
one of the ships of the Franks, full of aimed men, came down but 
now upon the pent and earned off a ship which was mooted here, 
with her that was thcicin, and made unmolested foi their own 
land.” Nur al-Din fell down a-swoon on he,umg' those words; 
and when he iccovtned they questioned lum oi Jus rase and lie 
told them all that liad befallen him fiisL and lasL: whoieupon they 
all took to lcviliug him and lading at him, saying, 11 Why contclsL 
Lliou not bimg her 11 pinto the town without maiiLilJ.i and mtifllei ?'* 
And all and each of the folk gave linn some giicvous waul, 
lie-rating bun with sharp speech, and shooting at bun some shall 
of lopionch, albeit one said, M LcL him be; ill,iL which hath befallen 
him sulliceth lunij’* till he again fell down in a tainting fit. And 
behold, at this moment, up came the old cling gist, who, seeing the 
folk gatheied together, drew near to Jcain what was the maLlcr 
and found Nut ai-Din lying a-swoon in then midst. So he saL 
down at his head, and arousing him, said lo him as soon as he 
lecoveied, 11 0 my son, what is this casein winch I see Lhcc ? " 
Niu al-I)m said, ,c O uncle, I had biought back in a hat quo my 
lost slavc-gul from her falhci's city, suffering patiently all 1 
suffered of perils and hardships, find when I came with hei to this 
poiL, I made the vessel fast Lo the shore and leaving hei Ihoicin, 
repaiiocl to thy dwelling and took of thy consult what was ueedful 
for her, that I mighL bring hei up into the town | but Lhe Franks 
came, and capturing baique and damsel, made off unhindered, and 
1 etinned Lo llieii own land. 11 Now when the Shaykli, thcdiuggisl, 
liGftid this, the light in hisi eyes became night and ho giievcd with 
sore gi icviug lor Nvu* al-Din and said to bun, lt O my son, why 
didst thou not bring her out of the ship into the city without 
mantilla? But speech avnilolh not at tins season; so rise, O my 
son, and come up with me Lo the city; haply Allah will vouchsafe 
Lhee a girl faker than she, who shall console thee for her. 
Alhiinidolillah—piaiscd be Allah !—who hath not made thee lose 
aught by her I Nay, thou hast gained by hei And bethink thee, 
O my son, that Union and Disunion aie in the hands of the Most 


1 Tlie topotliosin is here designedly made absurd, Alexmuli 1.1 was one of 
tha fust cities Liken by the Moslems ('V II. 7i-'6[i) and the Cluislian panics 
piefenecl attacking weakei places, Ro^oltd and Damictla. 
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TIMilun*' Replied Nur al-Dm, "By Allah, O uncle, I can 
never be tonsoled for her Joss noi will I ever leave seeking hoi, 
though on her account I chink the cup of death I " llc ^ wc ^ Lhc 
druggist, “ O my sou, and wlidt art thou minded to do ? Quotli 
Nur al-Din t "lam minded to letmn Lo the land of the 1'ianks 
and enter the city of France and empeiil myself theie; come what 
may, loss of life oi gam of life.” Quoth the druggist, O my 
son, there is an old saw :—Not always doth tho crock escape l 10 
shock ; and if they did thee no hurt the hist Lime, helike they \\ ill 
slay thee this time, more by token that they know then now with 
full knowledge. 1 ' Quoth Nur al-Din, “ O my uncle, lei me set out 
and be slain foi the love of her sti night way, and not die of despaii 
Jm her loss by slow tonnents." Now as Fate tie Lei mined, Uioio 
was then a ship in port ready to sail, foi its passengers h<u1 made 
an end of their affairs 9 and the snilois had pulled up the mooijug- 
stakes, when Nur at-Din embarked in her. So Limy shook out 
their canvas and relying on the Compassionate, pul oul Lo son and 
sailed many days with fan wind and weather, till behold, they loll 
in with certain of the Frank erm sms, which wcae scorning those 
waters and seizing upon all ships they saw, in then fern foi the 
King's daughtci from the Moslem coisaiis; and as oUlmi as they 
made prize of a Moslem ship they cairicd all her people Lo the 
King of France, who put them to death in fulfilment ul the vow 
lie had vowed on account of Ills daughtci Main in. So, seeing 
the ship'wherein was Nur al-Din, they boarded her and taking him 
and the lest of the company prisoners, to the numhci of an 
hundred Moslems, earned them to the King and set them between 
his hands. He bade cut then. thioaLs. Aceoidingly, they sl.mghleird 
them all foithwiLh, one after anolhei, till thoic was none left bill 
Nur al-Din, whom the headsman had left to the last, in pity of Ins 
Lender age and slender shape. When the King saw him, lie knew 
him light well, and said to him, ,l ArL thou not Nur al-l>in, who 
was with us before ? 11 Said he, M I was nevci with Lhcc; and my 
name is not Nur al-Din, but Ibrahim, 1 ’ Rejoined the King, "Thou 
liesL, thou art Nur al-Din, he whom I gave to the anuoiil dame 
the Prioi css, to help heL in the sei vice of the church, M JiutNiu al- 
Din leplied, “ O myloid, my name is Ilnahim/' Quoth the King, 
“ Wait a while," and bade his knights fetch Lhc old woman foitli- 
Ught, saying, £ ' When she cometh and sccth thee, she will know 


3 Arab '• Dilflcl al-Rum,” heie and chew lieu* applet! |o Piancr 
a Here lhc Ubt line of p 32.1, vol iv m the Mai: Udil is mj >jilau’d ami 
belongs Lo the next pn^e 
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an thou be Nur al-Din or not .’ 1 At this juncfcine, behold, in came 
l he one-eyed Waidr who had maided the Princess, anil kissing 
eaiLh befoie the King said to him, M Know, O King, that the 
palace is finished ; and thou knouest how I vowed Lo the Messiah 
Lliat, when I had made an end of building it, I would cut thirty 
Moslems’ throats bcfoic its doois; wherefore I am come to take 
them of thee, that I may sacrifice them and so fulfil my vow to 
the Messiah. They shall be aL my chaigo by way of loan, and 
when as Lhetc come prisoners to my hands l will give Ihee other 
thirty in lieu of them.” Replied the King, “ By the virtue 
of the Messiah and the Faith which is no liai, I have but this one 
captive left! M And he pointed to Nur al-Din, saying, ,r Take him 
and slaughter hurt at this veiy moment, and the rest I will send 
thee when theie come to my hands other prisoneis of the Moslems.” 
Thereupon the one-eyed AVazir arose and took Nur al-Pm and 
carried him to his palace, thinking to slaughtci him on the 
threshold of the gate; but the painters said to him, u O my 
lout, we have two days’ painting yet to do; so bear with us 
and delay to cut the throat of this captive till we have made 
an end of 0111 woik ; haply by that time the rest of the thirty 
will come, so thou mayst despatch them all at one bout and 
accomplish thy vow in a single day." Thereupon the Wazii 

bade imprison Nur al-Din-And Shahrazad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

JlDoUi Ui&m it uinji l[)t ©ijy(it lbmfluttr nntr fiSijrbti^Errbcnlb JRijjfrh 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
Wa/ii bade impilson Nm aUDin, Lhey earned him to the stables 
and left him there 111 chains, hungeiing and thirsting and making 
moan for himself; for indeed he saw death face to face, Now it 
fortuned, by the ordinance of Destiny and foie-ordained Fate, that 
the King had Uvo stallions, own brothels , 1 such as the Cliosroe 
Kings might sigh 111 vain Lo possess themselves of one of them ; 
they weie called Sabik and Lsrhik tt and one of them was pure 
silvern white while the other was black as the darksome night. 
And all the Kings of the isles had said, 11 Whoso atcaletli us one 
of these stallions, we will give him all he secketh of led gold aud 


I Arab "Akhawrtn sJialnkan "^biothais gei mail (of mon and beasts) 
born cif one huliei and mollici, sue and dam 

1 "The For ei linnet " and " Llie Oveitaltei," terms bonowccl fiom Lho 
Aiab Epsom 
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pearls and gems"; but none could avail to steal them. Now one 
of them fell sick of a jaundice and there came a whiteness over his 
eyes 1 ; whereupon the King gathered togcLhci all the fanieis in the 
city to treat him ; but they all failed ol his cure, TicsonUy the 
Wazir came in to the King , and finding him lion bled because oi 
the horse, thought to do away his concern and said to him, “ O 
King, give me the stallion and I will cure him." The King con¬ 
sented and caused cany the hoise to the stable wherein Niu' al-Din 
lay chained; but, when he missed his biothcr, he ci'icd opL wiLh 
an exceeding great cry and neighed, so that ho al flighted all the 
folk. The Wazir, seeing that lie did thus huL because he was 
paited from his brothel, went to tell the King, who said, 11 If this, 
which is but a beast, cannot bmok to be parted fiom his brother, 
how should it be with those that have reason?" And ho bade 1 
his grooms take the other hoise and put him with his brothoj 
in the Wazir's stables, saying, "Tell the Minis Lor Mini the two 
stallions be a gift fiom me to him, for the sake of iny dtmghlci 
Minum." Nur al-Din was lying in the stable, churned 1 and 
shackled, when they brought in the Uvo stallions and he saw that 
one of them had a film over his eyes, Now lie had sonic know¬ 
ledge of hoises and of the doctoring of their diseases ; so lie said 
to himself, " Tins, by Allah, is my oppo it unity I I will go to Hie 
Wazir and lie lo him, saying I wrll heal then this horse : thi n 
will I do with him somewhat that shall destiny his eyes, and hr 
will slay me and I shall be at rest from this woe-full life," So he 
waited till the Wazir entcicd the sLnblc, to look upon the stml 
and said to him, “ O my loul, what will be my due, rui t heal this 
horse and make his eyes whole agam ? ' Replied the W.mi 
" As my head liveth, an thou cure him, I will spare Lhy life ami 
give thee leave to ciave a boon of mo!” And Nur al-Din j,!\kl 
" 0 m V ] ord, bid my hands be unbound 1 ,J So Lhe Wazii liadr un¬ 
bind him, and he rose and taking virgin glass,* brayed jlL and nnxed 
it with unslaked lime and a mcnsLr umn of onion-juice Then 
he applied the whole to the hoise’s eyes and bound 'll urni lH) 
s aying to himself, "N ow will his eyes be pul out and ihey will 


2 Arab "Zujaj biki," whose appaiout nusuniur would i, ,i 

lump and unwoiker] Zaj ai bears linwcvei Mm r /d«iv, in <)ip 

ripe luid c \f the clovc-shinb) and mav nosublv innlv | lm *i ° f < r 0 l V (M1,LI s ^ ll<1 
- Alhiz Ackviyah" (names of J™) Uc*e Lf ! 1 / ° *T , llua 
all sufficient to blind a horse n JS niuch used in ille’l ^ bo 

affected by intestinal vermicides Uftsl ' kn do-, 
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slay me and I shall be at rest from flits woe-full lite. 1 ' Then he 
passed the night with a heai t free from the uneeiLamLy 1 of cmk 
and caie, humbling himself to Allah the Most High and saying, 
“ O Lord, in Thy knowledge is that which clispeuseth with asking 
and craving l ,J Now when the morning mouowed and the sun 
shone, the Wazir came to the stable and, loosing the bandage 
fiom the hoise's eyes, consideied them and found them finer than 
before, by the ordinance of the King who openeth eveirnoie. So 
he said to Nur al-Din, m O Moslem, never m the woild saw I Hie 
like of thcc foi the excellence of thy knowledge. Dy the virtue of 
the Messiah and the Faith which is nn liar, thou makes t me with 
wondei to admiic, for all the fariicis of our land have failed to 
heal tins horse I 11 Thru he went up to Nur al-Diu and, doin k'ofr 
his shackles with hi*, own hand, clad him in a costly chess and 
made him his Master of the H01.se; ancl lie appointed him 
stipends and allowances and lodged him in a storey over the 
stables. So Niu al-Din abode awhile, eating and drinking and 
making mclry and bidding and forbidding those who tended the 
homes; and whoso neglected ol failed to fodder those tied up 111 
the stable wheiciu was his service, he would Lhiow down and beat 
with grievous beating and lay him by the legs i\\ bilboes of iron. 
Fuitliennorc, he used every day to descend and visit the stallumh 
and uil) them down with his own hand, by reason of that winch 
lie knew of their value in the Wash's eyes and his love for them, 
wherefoic the Minister rejoiced in him with joy exceeding and Jiis 
hicubl broadened and ho was light glad, unknowing' what was to 
be the issue of his case. Now in Uic new palace, which the one 
eyed Wnzir had bought for the Princess Miriam, was a lattice- 
window overlooking his old house and the flat whetein Niu al-Din 
lodged. The Warn had a daughter, a virgin of extreme love¬ 
liness, as she were a llccmg gazelle or a bending branchial, and it 
chanced that she sat one clay at Lhe lattice aforesaid, and behold, 
she hcaid Nut aJ-Din singing and solacing himself undei his 
sonows by improvising these veiscs:— 

O my Cans01 r who wakcsL a-morn to sue * Tiio joy^ of life and its 
jubilee I 

Hud the fangs of Destiny bitten thee - Jn such bilLercase thou Jnulsl 
pled this plea :— 

All me, for Love and his ease, all me: 

My hcait is burnt by the fives I drccl 


1 Alluding to the Aiab saying - "The two icsls" (Ai-i-tlutam) “certainty 
of success or failinc," as opposed to " Wisuris,” when llic mind fluctuates 
in doubt, 
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Hut from Fate's despight lliou ait safe this day,— * Flo jii liOL’ lalsts-it 
fay and her crying H If ay 1 ” 

Yet blame him not whom his woes waylay, * Who distraught shall say 
in his agony, 

Ah me, foi Love and ins case, ah me : 

My heart is burnt by the Hies I dree l 

Excuse such lovers m flight ablioirhl * Noi to Love's dibliussob thiue 
aid ailoid. 

Lest tliy self be bound by same binding con! ■ And think of Love’*, 
bitteiest injmy. 

Ah mCv foi Love mul his case, ah mo ■ 

My hcait is burnt bj r the fiieh I then I 

In His service 1 won! *ls the days went by * With Ircrst horn t through 
the nights to lie; 

Nor tasted wake, noi of Love aught icckt n lire my hem l to subjection 
summoned he * 

All mo, loi Love and his ease, ah me 1 

My hcait is burnt by the iiu\s I dice I 

None weet of Love and bis humbling wrong * Save those ho sickened 
so soic, so long, 

Who have lost their wits ’nml the lover-throng, « Draining biUoinsl 
cup by Ins liaid decree: 

Ah me, for Love and his rase, ah mo : 

My heait is burnt by the fircb 1 dive! 

Ilow oft in Night’s gloom he cause wake Lo rno « Lovgih* eyjie, and 
fiom eyelids their sleep withdrew; 

Till teais to the laifing of tonents grew, * Overflowing checks, iniruii 
fined and fice: 

Ah me, for Love and his case, ah mu : 

My hcait is burnt by the fuc\s f dice I 

How many a man he Ims joyed to sleep * In pain, and Jm pmo li.dli 
he plundered sleep,— 

Made don garb of mom mug the deepest deep * And even lu* dionming 
lorced to flee: 

All me, for Love and bis case, all me 1 

My heart is burnt by the (lies I dree! 

How oft sufieiance fails me I Ilmv bones aio wasted * And down my 
cheeks Lon cut tear-chops hasted ? 

And embittered She all the food 1 tasted k IIowovcl Mvcet iL Was wont 
to be: 

Ah me, for Love and bin case, all uui : 

My heart is blunt by the files I drool 

Most hapless of men who like me must love, * And must walrh when 
Night dioops her wing fiom above. 

Who, swimming the main wJicic aJJccLion diovc, * Must sigh and Mnk 
5u that gloomy sea: 
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Ah me, loi Love and liis ease, ah me: 

My hcait is blunt by the fires I dice: 

Who is lie. to whom Love ci’tsi 1 stinted spite + And who scaped his 
spiinges .'llid easy sleight j 

Who free iiom Love lived in life's delight? * Whcie is he can bou&l 
of such llbcirfy ?■ 

Ah mo, loi Love and his case, all me: 

My hem t is bnrnL by the fires I cl reel 
Deign, Loul, such suffering wight maintain, * Then, best Protector, 
piolect him deign I 

Establish him and ins lire assain * And defend him hom all calamity: 
Ah me, foi Love and his case, ah 111c: 

My hcait is blunt by flic flies I dice I 

And when Nur al-Dtn ended his say and ceased lo sing his 
rhyming lay> the Wnzir’s daughter said to herself, “ By the vutue 
of the Messiah and the Faith which is no liar, veiily this Moslem 
is a handsome youth 1 But doubtless he is a Jovei separated fiom 
his mistiest. Would Heaven I wot an the beloved of this fair one 
is fair like unLo him and if she pine for him as ho foi her! An 
she be seemly as lie is, it behovclh him lo pom forth leais and 
make moan of passion i but, an she be othei than fair, his days 
are wasted in vain rcgiels and lie is denied the taste of delights." 

-And Shalnanad peiceived the dawn of day and ceased to say 

her permit Led say. 

Jftohj toDcii it to tl>? jbiinfii'cti aniJ JRijjfjt, 

She continued, It hath reached mo, O auspicious King, that the 
Wa/ii\s daughioi said to heisolf, “ An his beloved be fair as lie, it 
behovclh him to pour foith leais; and, if at her than fair, his, 
Iicai l is wasted in vain iegrets I 11 Now Mnnun the Giidlc-g'irl, 
llio Minister’s consoit, had lcmoved to the new palace the day 
befoie aiul the Wash’s daughtet knew that she was straitened of 
breast; so she was minded io seek Iigl and talk with hci and tell 
hei Lhe tidings of the young man and the ihyjnes aiul veisos she 
hud Iicaid him lecito; but before she could cariyoul her design 
the I’unccss sent for her to cheer hoi wiLli her convciys. So she 
•went lo hei mid found hoi heavy at Jieai L and her tears hm rying 
down liei cheeks ; and whilst she was weeping with sole weeping 
she recited these couplets*— 

My life is gone hut love longings remain * And my bieast is shnitcnecl 
with pine and pain: 

And iny heart fui purling to melt is. fain, * Yet hoping that union will 
conic again, 

And join u& in one who now me twain, 
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Stint your blnrnc to linn who in Jicait's your thrall < AVith tlio wastrel 
frame which bis ^oiiows gall, 

Horvath aim of aunwlus hcaifc appal « Forpaitcd lover if* Saddest of till, 
And Love's cup ot bit Lei s is iweet to rlijun I 

Quoth the Wazil's daughEci to hei, 4< WhaL ailcth Lhec, O 
Princess, to be thus stiaitened in buvist and i,ouowful ol 
thought? ” Wliei cup oil Miiiam recalled tlio giealness of the 
delights that iveic past, anil lentcd these two couple! 1 *:— 

I will beai in patience estrangement nf friend * And on rlieeHi tail 
tears that like tmicntft wend . 

Haply Allah will solace my sorrow, foi Me * 'Nmilli the ribs of unease 
niakrlJj case at end. 

Said the Wazir's daughter, “O Lhmress, let not tPiy [ncust bo 
stiaitened, but come with me siiaighlway Lo tlio lattic'd , fot Ihuio 
is with us in the stable 1 a comely young man, slundoi ol shape 
and sweet of speech, and mcsconuHh. lie is a pai tod Jovei." 
Minam asked, " And by what sign h no west thou llinl l\o is a 
paited lovei?" ami she ntisweied, n O Quoon, I know it by [us 
improvising odes and verses all watches o( tiie night and lido 1 -; ol 
the day." Quoth the Princess m heiM'lf, |( If what llm Wa/iPs 
daughter says be line, IhcbC aie assmudly Hie traits of tin; b.dllcil, 
the wretched Ali Nur al-Din, Would I knew il indeed hi' bo the 
youth of whom she speaketh ? ” At this thought, love-longing 
and distiaction of passion tedoubled on her, and she tosp aL 01 in 1 , 
and walking with the maiden to the Liltin', looked down upon the 
stables, wheie she saw her love and Juid Nur ill -1 )in, unci fixing luii 
eyes steadfastly upon linn, knew him with Lhu HosU'st knowledge 
of love, albeit he was sick, of the gteutnoss of Ins adrotitm ioi hut 
and of the hie of passion, ami the anguish of hop.uution and 
yearning and distracLion. S010 upon him was emaciation, and 
lie was improvising and saying -— 

My heart is a Ibiall; my Lems urVi abate > And (lam iaiiis the 
railing of clouds amaLc j 

‘Twixt my weeping ami wall h 11 lgmid wanting love P * And winning mid 
pining for Ucaiost mate 

Ah my burning licafc, my desiie, my Imvo ! > For the plagium (l u a ttirUiio 
my heart die eight, 

And five upon five arc in suite of thorn j * So stand and lisifii to nil 
1 state : 

Mem’ry, madding thoughts, warning isuiguislimcnl, . Sdvss f) | J,,,,,.,,,,, 
love, plight disconsolate , ' 1 

1 She falls in love with lliu gmmn, Unis ruilictpmiin. Uui ,,,,1,1,, ...ir 
devolion of Miss Amoi'ft rioycl, h M '" 




All Nur al-Dm and Muiam tht Ghdie-Girl. 77 

Tn travail, uIMicticm and shangerhood, * Ami annoy and joy when nil 
her I wail. 

Fail me patience and slay for ongmssmg eaie * And soiuhvs my 
snlfciing boulicgrate. 

On my licaiL the possession of passion glows « O who ask of what fire 
in iuy hcait’s create, 

Why my tears in vitals should kindle Maine, H Burning lieai t with 
ardours insatiate, 

Know, I'm cUowned 111 Deluge 1 * 3 4 ot tours and my soul ■ From L*ua-lo\ve 
fares to Ilawiyah-goaL ,J 

When Llie Piincoss Miiiiun behold Nur al-Din and heard his 
eloquence and voise and speech, she made ccilaiii that it was 
indeed lict lotd Nur al-Din; but she concealed her ca.se from the 
Wazids daughtei, and said to hex, "By the virtue of Lhe Messiah 
and lhe Faith which is 110 liar, I thought not thon knewest of 
my sadness ! JJ Then she arose foilhiiglU, and withdrawing fioni 
Lhe window, relumed to hex own place, whilst the Wazir's 
daughter went to her own occupations. The Piutcess awaited 
patiently awhile, them leLiuned to Lhe window mid sat Llieie, 
gazing upon her beloved Niu al-Din, and delighting her eyes 
with Ins beauty and innei and oulci gmcc, And indeed, she 
saw that he was like unto moon at lull on fourteenth night: but 
he was even sighing, with teats nevci diying, for that lie lccalied 
whaLso he had boon allying, So lie lecitccl these couplets ;— 

I hope fox Union wiLli iny love which I may ne'er obtain ► At all, hut 
luLti'inuss of life is all the gain I gain : 

My U\ua :ue hkcsL to the mam for obi) and How of tide, * But when 1 
mecL Lhe blamei-wighL to staunch my tears I'm fain. 

Woo to Lliowii-Lcli who gained us pail by spoiling ot liis spoils 51 ; * 
Could I but bend his tongue in haiul Ikl cut his tongue in twain ; 
Ycl will I never blame the days for wl\ai bo deed they did * Mingling 
with nieiosl, purest g.dl the cup lhoy made mo drain I 
To whom I shall ruldiess myself, and whom but you shall seek ■ A 
hcaiL lofL liosl age in yoiu Comd, by you a captivo ta'en ? 

WI10 ahull avenge my wiongs on you , 1 tyumL dcspolical * Whose 
Lyuumy but grows the inoio, the moio I diue complain? 


1 Amb, " Tiif.in," see night rclwuv , heic it means the *' Deluge of 
Noali, 1 ” 

v Two of the Ilclls, See night ecccxlix. 

3 Lit. " Out upon a prayer who nnpiccalod 0111 parting! 11 

4 The use of masculine for feminine lias ficipiontly been noted, I have 
1 tucly changed Lhe pen dor 01 die minibci, the pluml being often employed foi 
the singuku (vol i. night x,) Such change may avoid " inystiiication and 
conrnsion," but tins is the very puiposa ol fho substiLulion, winch must. bo 
piesmvud if 11 local colour' 1 is to bo 1 aspectod. 
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I marie him remnant of my soul that lie tins reign a^siilri v But nio ho 
wasted wasting too the soul I gavo to roign. 

I-lo thou, the Fawn, whom I so hot cist gnthcicJ to my bmaM Know 
of severance tasted I to own its might and main, 

Thon'rt he whose fuvouis joined in one all beaiitio-a known to man, * 
Yet I theieon have wasted all my Patience' fair domain, 

I entertained Jmn in my hciut whcieto he biought unicsi, * I?ut I am 
satisfied that I such guest could entertain i 
My teais for evci flow and Hood, Iikesfc the singing sea « Ami would I 
wot the hack to tako that I thcicto attain. 

Yetsoic I fear that I shall die in depths of iny chagrin * Ami nuu.t 
despair for (nenuoie to win the wish I’d win. 

When Miiium he a id the veises of Nm al-Din the loving.heat led, 
the patted, they kindled in hci vitals a /ire of closin', and, 
whilst her eyes ran over with tears, she lecilod those two 
couplets:— 

I longed foi him J love; but when \yc mot, * I was ama/cri nor tongue 
nor eyes I found. 

1 had got iendy volumes of reproach ; * Bill when we mel, could M'lhible 
no sound. 

When Nur al-Din heard the voico of Piincess Wiliam, ho know 
it and wept bitter tears, saying, " By AlJfili, this is the rlinnlm H 

of tho Lady Miriam.-And Shaluazad peiccivud the <l.nv« o'l 

clay and ceased saying^ her permitted say. 
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To ALEXANDER BAIRD of Urie. 


My Dear Baird, 

I avail myself of a privilege of anthoiship not yet utterly 
obsolete, to place yam name at the bead of this volume. Your 
long icsulenco in Egypt and your extensive acipumitaiice with its 
"politic/ 1 private and public, make you a thoionghJy competent 
judge of the incuts and dements of this volume; and encourage 
me to hope that in reading it you will take something of the 
ploasuic I have had in wilting U* 


RICHARD I<\ BUIU'UN. 


Tanljkr, Deember 3 ta/, 1885, 
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She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
N111 al-Dm heaicl the voice singing these veiscs he said 111 himself, 
“ Verily this be Lhe Lady Minam chanling without hesitation or 
doubt 01 suspicion of one from without. 1 Would Heaven I knew 
an my thought be tine and if it be indeed she herself or othei 
self 1 ” And legiels redoubled upon him and he bemoaned 
himself and tccited these coupleLs .— 

When iny blamcr saw me beside my love ■ WJ10111 I met 111 a site that 
lay open wide, 

I spake not at mooting a wolcI oi icproaLh * Though oft it com tori, sad 
heart to elude *, 

Quo 111 the blriniei, 11 WliaL means this silence that bars > Thy making 
aiiswei thal hits Ins pride ? " 

And quoth I, “O thou who as fool dost wake, * To misdoubt ofloveis 
and Love dciide ; 

The sign of lover whose love is true * When lie moots his beloved is 
1111 nn to bide." 

When he had made an end of these verses, the Lady Minam 
fetched ink-case and papei and mole thciun — u After honour due 
to the Ikismalah, 2 may the Peace of Allah be upon thee and His 
ineuy and blessings be I T would have thee know tliat thy slave- 
girl Mniam salutelh thee, who lungetli soie for thee; and this is 
her message to thee. As soon as this let Lei shall fall into thy 
hands, do thou aiise without sLay and delay and apply thyself 
lo lhaL she would have of thee with all diligence and bewaie with 
all wanness of tiansgiessing het commandment and of sleeping. 
When Lhe Just thud of the night is past (for that horn is of the 
most favour able of times) apply thee only to saddling the two 
sLalhons and faic forLh with them both to the Sultan’s Gate 3 If 
any ask lliee whithci thou wend, answer, I am going to e\cicisc 
the steeds, aiul none will hinder thee; fm the folk of lids city 
tuist to the locking of the gates, r * Then she folded the letter in 
a silken kcichiei and Lhiew it out of Lhe latLiced window to Nur 
al-Dm, who look it, and leading it knew it foi the handwriting of 


1 Audi, " Wa 1,\ KLjma ghaybin M * Jit ^without 1, tone-tin owing (con- 
journo) of one latent 

i j c savin]' HismiUuh, etc See night cccexliv. 

3 Where ho wab to await lici, 
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the Lady Miriam find coinpiehcndcd all its contents. So iio 
kissed the lcttei and laid iL between bis eyes; Hum, calling Lo 
mind that which had hcluled him with her of Lhe sweets of 
love-hesse, he penned foitli his Lems whilst he rented these 
couplets *— 

Came your writ to me in the dead of the night * And desire lor you 
&liu£d heart and spnto; 

And, remembered joys we m union joyed, * Praised the Loitl Who 
placed us in parting plight. 


As soon as it was duik Nur ul-Din busied himself with making 
leady the stallions and paliented till Lhc fu,sL watch of the night 
wa«3 past; when, without a moment delay, Nui al-Din the fovri 
full of teen, saddled them with saddles of the goodliest, antl 
leading them foilh of the stable, locked the dooi alter lum ami 
repairer! with them to the ciLy-gaLc, wheie he sal down to await 
the coming of the Piincesb. Meanwhile, Milium relumed fmth- 
nght to hei private uprulmenL, wheie she found the one-eyed 
Wuzii seated, clbow-piopt upon a cushion stullcd with oslrirh- 
down; but be was ashamed to put ioith his hand to her oi lo 
bespeak hei, When she saw hiiu, she appealed to hei Loul in 
lieait, saying, ,f Allahuinnui —0 my God—bnng him not to his 
will of me nor to me defilement dec tec after piuiLyl” Then 
she went up to huu and made a show of loudness foi him and 
sat down by his side and coaxed him, saying, “O my loul, 
what is this meision thou displayesl Lo me? Is it pudn 01 
coquetry on thy pait? Milt the ciuicnl hywoid snilh;—An the 
salam-balntaLion be little in demand, the silLers salute those who 
stand. 1 So if, 0 my lord, thou conic not to me, ncLLhoi accost 
me, I will n 0 to thcc and accost thee." Said he, “To thee 
belong favour and kindness, 0 Oueon of Lhe oailh, in its length 
and breadth; and what am I buL one of thy slaves and the 
least of thy seivants. Indeed, I was ashamed Lo miuide upon 
thine illiLsluous presence, O unique peatl, and my hue is on 
the eaith at Uiy feet.” She icjoined, “Leave this talk and 
bung us lo eat and drink." Accoulmgly, he shouted to his 
Luiuichs and women an orclei to seive food, and they set bebne 
them a tray containing Imds of every kind that walk ami fly and m 
nests in mease and multiply, such as sand-gj ouao and quads nnd 
pigeon-poiiU s and lambs and fatted geese and bird jirmJljy and 


latte/ ihSiwho siT Hu* ^*iy iyj i^ 1 ) ti V' \ 1 ^ ** * 11 n *** and lhe 

aaeiit Mohammed ami lhc ilouiuain »ki W' "‘I ( ,I I I 1 1 ' ,,I,UI 
unknown 10 Mohamm'd^V ,S< 1 " ml “llr.ly 
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ollm dishes of all sous aiul colours, The Vtmcess put out hc\ 
h nul to the liay mid began to cat and Lo feed the Wazir with hei fan 
finger-tips and to kiss him on the mouth. They ate till they had 
enough and washed then hands, aftu which the handmaidens 
lemovod the table of food and set on the seivice of wmc. So 
Princess Milium filled Lhe cup and drank, and gave the Wazir to 
dunk, and smed him with assiduous seivice, so that he was like to 
fly foi joy and Ins breast bioaclened and lie was of LLie gladdest 
When she saw that the wine had gotten the bcttei of his senses, 
sin' thrust bur hand into hex bosom and Ynought out a pastiie of 
vn gin Ci eLan-Jlining, which she had piovidcd against such an hour, 
wildcat it mi elephant smelt a dirham's weight, he would sleep 
fi0111 yctii to year. She distracted his attention and crumbled the 
drug into the cup: then, filling it up, handed it to the Wazir, who 
could hardly cicdit his senses for delight. So he took it and 
kissing hoi hand, (hank it off, but luudly had it settled in his 
stomach when he fell head feuemost to the giound. Then she 
rose and filling two great pans of saddle-bags with what was 
light of weight and weighty of worth oE jewels and jacinths and 
pie cions stones, Logethoi wiLh somewhat of meat and chink, 
donned harness of wai and aimed herself foi fight. She also 
took with her for Niu al-Ihn what should lcjoicc him of iicli and 
loyal appaiel and splendid aims and aunour, and shouldeiing the 
bags (foi indeed hei. sliength equalled her valiancy), hastened 
foith fioni the new palace Lo join hci lover. On this wise fared 

it with the Lady Miuam; but as regards Nur ah Din,-And 

Shah 1.wad peiccived the dawn of day and cuased to say her- 
pel nutted say. 


37im toljcn it hints tijr ©tffljt fin'd JQinrtictl; JRiflJjt 

She lcsumed, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Lhe Lady Miriam left the new palace, she went stiaighlways to 
meet hei lovei foi indeed she was as valiant as she was strong; 
Lnit Nur ai-Din the cl is Li acted, the full of teen, sat at the ciLy-gate 
licnding Lhe hoises' halleis in hand, till Allah (to Whom belong 
Majesty and MighL) sent a sleep upon him and he slept (glory 
be to Him who sloepelh not 1 ). Now at that tune the Kings of 
the Islands had spent much treasuie in bulling folic to steal the 
two steeds oi one of them ; and in those clays there was a 
black slave, who had been ieared in lhe islands, skilled in hoise- 
liftingj wheiefoic the Kings of the Fi allies seduced him with 
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wealth galore to steal one of the stallions and piomisod him, if 
he could avail to lift the two, that they would give; him a whole 
island and endue him with a splendid rohe of honcm. Me had 
long gone about the city of Fiance in disguise, but succeeded 
not m taking the horses whilst they were with the King ; hut 
when he ga\e them in Jiec gift to the Waaii and the monoc'ulai 
one earned diem to his own stable, the blackamoor thiol icjmrnd 
With joy exceeding and made sine of success, saying in himself, 
** By the 1 virtue of the Messiah and the Faith which is no ILu, 
I will ceitainly sLeal the twain of them i ” Now he lud gone 
out that veiy nigliL, intending foi the stable, to JifL Lhem ; hut 
as he walked along, behold, he caught sight of Nui ;il-l)in 
lying asleep, wiLli the halters in his hands. So he went up 
to the hoises and loosing the halters from thou heads, was 
about to mount one of them and chive Lho olhcsi before him, 
when suddenly up came the Princess Mtiiain, rallying on luu 
shoulders the couple of saddle-bags* She nnsLook I he black ten 
Nur al-Din and handed him one pair or bags, whit h he laid on 
one of the stallions, after which she gave him the nthiu and he sot 
it on the second steed, wiLluml wind said to chsmvci that it was 
not hei lover. Then they mounted and lode out ul the gate 1 in 
silence till presently she ashed, tf O my Loul Nur al-l)iu, what 
ruleth thee to be silent?” Whereupon Llu; black Luined to Jim 
-and cried angnly, "What sayfil thou, O duuscl ? ” When she 
heard the slave s baibaious accents she knew that Llu* speech Wiis 
not of Nui abDin; so laismg lieu eyes she looked at him and '„lw 
that he was a black chattel, snub-nosed and widc-mouthcd, with 
nostnls like eweis; whcieupon the light in luu eyes became nbdil 
nndslie asked him, "Who ait thou, 6 Shaykli of the sons of I lain, 
and what among men is thy name?” Jle ausweied, " O daughtri' 
of the base, my name is Mashid, the liitoi of horses, wJien lolk 
slumbei and sleep.” She made him no iq>ly, but stiaightway 
baring hoi blade, smote him on the nape and Llu; blade <,ame out, 
gleaming from his throat-tendons, whmuipon he IHI (Milhauds 
wclteung in his blood, and Mlnh hunted his semi to tlm h'lic mid 
abiding-place due. Then she took the othei hoiso by Llu- budle 

and letraccd her steps in seaichof Nui al-I)in, whom him [mind 

lying asleep and snoimg in (he place wh.ue she had appointed 


lockinJof 1 ^ ncn ! bt ? 1 "tin city-folic tilist to llu 

WlUCh are n °' v “ a wonlj l,C'supplied wkh M: ’ 
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him to meel her, hen cling the haltet s in hand, yet knowing not Ins 
fingeis from his feel. So she dismounted and gave him a cuff, 1 
whereupon, he awoke in affright and said to her, tK O my lady, 
praised be Allah for thy safe comingl 1 " Said she, “Rise and 
back this steed and hold thy tongue 1 M So he iose and mounted 
one of the stallions, whilst she bestrode the other, and they went 
foilh the city and lode on awlulc m silence. Then said she to 
him, 14 Did I not bid thee beware of sleeping? Verily, he pros¬ 
pered not who slecpeth." He rejoined, il O my lady, I slept not 
but because of the cooling of my heart by icason of thy promise, 
buL what hath happened, O my lady ? M So she told him hc-L 
adventuie with the black, first and last, and he said, " Praised be 
Allah for safety ! M Then they fared oil at full .speed, committing 
their affair to the Subtle, the All-wise, and conveising as they 
went, till they came to the place wheie the black lay prostrate in 
the dust, as he were an Ifrit, and Miriam said to Nur al-Din, 
"Dismount; ship him of his clothes and take his arms," lie 
answeied, il Py Allah, 0 my lady, 1 dare noL dismount nor 
appioach him, 0 And indeed lie mat veiled at the blackamoor’s 
sULuie andpiaised the Princess for her deed, wondering the while 
at hei valour and stout-hem ledn css. They fared on lustily and 
ceased not so doing all that night and halted not till the clay 
broke with its shine and sheen and the sun shone blight upon 
plain and height when Lhey crime Lo a wide riverine lea whciein 
the gazelles weic frisking gracefully. Its surface was clothed 
with gieen and on all sides fruit trees of evciy kind weiescen ; its 
slopes for floweis like seipcnts' bellies showed, and birds sang on 
boughs aloud rind its nils in manifold runnels flowed. And indeed 
il was as saith the poet and saith well and accomplislieth the 
hemci’s desire — 

Rosy red Wady hoi with summer-glow, * Where twofold talc of com¬ 
mon giowth was piled. 

In copse we halted wherein bent to us * Branches, ns bendctfi muse 
o’cl weanling-child. 

And pure cold water quenching thiist w c sipped * -* To cnp-maLe sweeter 
than old wwo and mild : 

Prom every side it shut out sheen of sun * Screen-like, but woo’d the 
In eozo lo cool the wild : 

And pebbles, sweet as maidens deckt and diglil * And soft as tlu ended 
peails, the touch beguiled. 

i 'Winch probably would not be the last administered to him by llie 
Amazonian young poison, wlio afloi her male /cmed to approach the dead 
blackamoor must have known him to be cowaidly as Caucncs genciallj are 
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And as saith another:— 

And when bndics o'er waiblc its lakelet, it gais * Losing 1 2 * lover to 
seek it whcio morning glows ; 

For hkest to Paradise lie its banks - With shade and fuuUge and 
fount that flows. 

Presently Princess Muiam and Nur al-Oiii alighted to icstm tins 

Wady_And Shahiazad peiceived the dawn of day and ceased 

saying her pe unit ted say. 


Bolu Uifjcn. If tuiur hjc ©ifflit l>unttrrt n firet Bifllih 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Princess Miriam and Nur al-Din alighLcd in LhaL valley, they 
ate of its firnts and drank of its streams, after turning the Halhons 
loose to pastuie: then they sat taUung and uvalling thcii past 
and all that lmd befallen them, and complaining one to nthci of 
the pangs of putting and of the hmdships, Eulfcuid toi csl l ; in go- 
men t and love-longing. As they were thus engaged, behold, tlmie 
arose in the distance a dust-cloud which spicad till it walled the 
world, and they heaid the neighing of hoiscs and clank of anus 
and aunour. Now the leason of tins was, that afloi the Puncuss 
had been bestowed in wedlock upon the Wazir, who had gone ill 
to her that night, the; King went faith at dayluonk, to give: the 
couple good moirow, taking with him, after the custom ol Kings 
with theii daughters, a gift of silken sLufls and scat Lei ing gold and 
silver among the eunuchs and tiic-woman, that they might snatch 
at and scramble for it. And he faied on oacoitocl by one o[ Ins 
pages; but when he came to the new palate, he found the Wavir 
prostiate on the caipct, knowing not his head funn his heels; so 
he searched the place light and left foi his daughter, but found 
her not, whereat he was troubled sole with com cm galore and 
his wits foilore. Then he bade bi ing hot water and viigin vinegar 
and frankincense 9 and mingling them togothci, blow the mivline 
into the Warns noslills and shook him, whemipon he cast the 
Bhang forth of his stomach as it weic a bit of i liccso. He ie- 
pcaLed the piocess, whereupon flic Minislci came to himsdl and 
the King questioned him of his case aucl that of his cUughtei 
He replied, u O mighty King, 1 have no knowledge of her save 


1 •* Al-wulhtfn ° (as it should be piialcd in pirvions places, ins,livid n! 
Al-wahtfi#in) is ceilainly not a I J N- m this pi ice 

2 Aiab "Kuutlui," Pers and A-iab, manna, nmsiidi, hanluiicciise, I In: 

latlei being liCie meant. 
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that she poured me out a cup of wine with I101 own hand; and 
fiom that tide to this I have no recollection, of aught not know I 
what is come of her.” When the King hcaid this, Lbc light in 
Ins eyes became night, and he chew his scymilai and smote the 
Wazir on the head, that the sled came out gleaming from between 
his guilder teeth. Then, without an ins.I,ml delay, he called the 
grooms and syces and demanded of them the two sLallions ; bill 
they said, u O King, the two steeds were lost in the night and 
togoLhci uilh them oui chief, the Master of House, for when we 
awoke in the morning wc found all the cloois wide open/ 1 Cried 
the King, “lJy the faiLh of me and by all wheioin my belief is 
stablished oil cettainLy, none but my daughter hath taken the 
steeds, she and the Moslem captive which used to tend the chuich 
and which took her afcuctime ! Indeed, I knew him light well and 
none delivered him fiom my hand save Lins one-eyed Wazu ; buL 
now lie is lnquiled his deed." Then the King called his three 
sons, who weic Lluee doughty champions, each of whom could 
withstand a thousand horse in the held of strife and the stead 
wheic cut and tlmist are life; and bade them mount. So they 
took I101 se foi 111 with and Lhe King and the flo\ra of his lenights 
and nobles and officers mounted with them and followed on the 
trail of the fugitives till Mniani saw them, when she mounted her 
chaigei and (uldiick’d her blade and took hci iinns. Then she 
said to Nui al-l)in, " I low is it with thee and bow is thy heai t 
foL fight and stale and fray ?" Said lie, “Vmly, my stead¬ 
fastness in battle-van is as the steadfastness of the stake in 
|>Kin M " And lie improvised and said; — 

O M11 lam, Uiy chiding I pray, forego: * Nor chive me to death or 
mjui ions blew . 

JIow o'ci can I hope to bcai finy and fight * Who ijuake at the croak 
of lhe coihy^mw ? 

1 who shiver foi feaL when I see the mouse * And foi vciy funk 1 be* 
\vi ay my el o' l 

This is uglitlul lude, and none oilier shows * Righteous as tins 111 my 
sighL, I flow, 

Now when Miiiam hcaid his speech and the verse be nude, she 
laughed and smilingly said, “O my Lend Nm al-Din, abide in thy 
place and I will keep tl\ee from thcii ill giace, though they he as 
the sea-sands in nuinbci. BuL mount and liile in icar of me, and 
if we be defeated and put to flight, bcwaie of falling, foi none can 

1 So Iunm.i laLrb Llie lead and hides her lover under hci cloak during 
then flight Lo Lhe place whcie they intended to lie concealed In bolh cases 
the unmen iuo the men. 
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overtake tliy steed.” So saying, she tinned hci lance-head towards 
foe in plain and gave her horse the rein, whoienpon hi- .Luted off 
under her, like the stoimv gale oi like waLcis UmL fioin hLi.' illness 
of pipes outiail. Now Wiliam was the doughtiest of lire folk of 
liei time and the unique pearl of her age and tide ; foi^ Vnu Luhui 
had taught her, whilst she was yet little, on steeds to ride and dive 
deep duiing lhe daikness of the night in the kiltie tide. When 
the King saw hci dunging down upon them,he knew In i but loo 
uell, and Lui ning to Ins eldcsL son, said, 11 0 JdarLauL, 1 thou who ai L 
surnamed Ras al-Killaul, 3 this is assmedly thy sislei Miriam who 
chargelh upon us, mid she scckelh to Wage w.'u and light hay With 
ns. So go thou out to give her battle : nnd I enjoin Lime hy the 
Messiah and the Faith which is no Jim, an thou got the heller of 
her, kill her not till thou have propounded to hoi the NuAiienc 
faith. An she ictiun to hei old ciecd, hung hot to me pii 1 ,oner; 
hut an she lefuse, do hei die by the foulest death and make of 
hoi the vilest of examples, as well ns Hit* accursed v hii.h is with 
her.” Quoth HailaiiL, " IJeaikemug and obedienen" ; and 
rushing out foilhughf to meet his sisLoi, said to liei, 11 0 Mil lam, 
doth not wh.it hath already befallen ns on thine account sullied 
thee, but thou must leave the faith of thy fatheia and foidf.iLlieis, 
and follow aftei the faith of the Vagi unis in the lands, llul is to 
say, the faith of Al-Islam ? Hy the value of the Messiah ami 
the Faith which js no Jim, except thou idiirn to the need of 
the Kings thy Foiheais and walk Iheiem aftei the goodliest 
fashion, I will put thee to an ill death and make of thee the most 
shameful of ensamples I" I Jut Miliam laughed :it his speech 
and leplicd, " Well away ! Fill he it that the past should piesent 
stay oi that he who is dead should again see .lay I I will make 
thee dunk the somesl of icgielsl Jly Allah, f will not him 
back upon the faith of Mohammed son ol Abdullah, wlm made 
salvation gcneial, for his is. the Tuio Faith, noi will T leave 
the light toad though I diain llit* cup of mini" And 
Shahrazad perceived the ilawn of clay ami ceased to say Imt 
pel ini tied say. 

Flo In toljni if tuns tljc lEijvbf I'tuntii cli niilt JRincfi* uccoiiti Ji-hgljt, 

She continued, It hath te.iched me, O auapioious King, lhal 
Miriam exclaimed to her Inolhei, *' Well away I I leaven loi lend 

1 Or " Bartiit," in which we lecngnlsc the CSmiiiin liei I hold, 

2 fn he.ul nf KilUuL which makes, hom the MultU, 41 ihc tmiiUMif ,1 son 
of the sons of the Jinn and the Sedans " 
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that l turn bade fin 111 the faith of Mohammed Abdullah-son who 
made salvation geneial, ior Ins is the Right Road nor will I leave 
it although I chain Lhc cup of min. 11 When the accursed BartauL 
heairl Lhis, the light in his eyes became night, the mallei was great 
and giievous to him and between them Iheie befell n sore fight. 
The twain swayed to and ho battling thioughout the length and 
bicadLh of Lhc valley, and manfully (inclining Ihostiess of combat 
singular, whilst all eyes upon them wete fixed m admit mg sur¬ 
prise altci which Lhuy wheeled about and foined and feinted foi 
a Jong bout, and as often as B,miaul opened on his sistei Mmam 
a gate of wai, 1 2 ‘.he closed it to anil pul it to naught, of the goodli- 
ness of hei shill, and liei aiL 111 the use of aims and her cunning of 
cava lance. Noi c cancel they so doing id! Lhc dust overhung their 
heads vault-wise and they wene hidden from men’s eyes; and she 
ceased noL to baflle IhutauL and stop the way upon him, till he 
was wcaiy and his coinage waveicd, and his resolution was 
woisted, and his sLienglli weakened , wheicupon she smote liimon 
the nape, that the swoul came out gleaming hum his thioal 
tendons, and Allah lninied bis soul Lo the Fire ancl the abiding- 
place which is due. Then Milium wheeled about in the battle’ 
plain, and lha stead wheie cut and tin 11st are fain ; and championed 
it and offered haUlc, c lying out and saying, “Who is for fighting ? 
Who is for jousting ? LcL conic fui 111 to mo to-day no weakling 01 
nidetmg; ay, let none rome foi 111 Lo me hut the champions who 
the enemies of The Faith lcpiesenl, that I may give them to drink 
the cup of ignominious punishment. O woishippeis of idols, O 
misu cants, O lebellicnis folk, this clay venly shall the faces of the 
people of the Tine Faith bn whitened and theirs who deny the 
Compassionate be blackened 1 11 Now when the King saw his 
eldest son slam, lie smote Ins face and rent his chess and cried out 
Lo his second son, saving, n O JfarLiis, tliou who art stunaiucd 
Kinua al-Sus,'go forth, O my soil, m haste and do baUle wilh 
lliy sis Lm Miiiam; avenge me the death of thy hi other Bartaul 
and hung hoi to me a piisonci, abject and humiliated I" He 
answeied, 14 1 [uaikemng and obedience, O my sire I " and charging 
down, (have at his sislei, who met him in mid-caieci, and 
they fought he and she, a soie light, yeL soiei than Lhe fust, 


1 t.r attacked hoi aftai anew fashion ; see vol i night mv. 

2 1 c Weevil's clung; lienee Sue/.^Smvays llie lit tie weevil, or " little 
Sus " hom Llie Mavoccan town see The Mines of Mid kin, p, 7a* f° r ^ ll °t G 
ilic name Nem Gibialtnn is a fmmara called Guadalajara, le Wndy al-ICliaia, 
of dung M Rulus" is evidmUly foi mod 41 011 lhe weight M of *" BaiLut 11 ; and 
his mclonym is a c.uiciituie a chaff fiL foi Fellahs 
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Jjiirtus light soon found himself uiuWe to cope with hci might 
ami would have sought safety m flight, Imt of the gio.ilness of 
h tl piowess could not m. ail unto thus sleigh (; foi as often ns he 
turned to flee, she diave aflei him and still clave to him and 
piessud him haul, till presently she smote him will) the swoid 
in his tin oat that it issued gleaming horn Ins nape, and sent 
him afteL his biothei. Then she wheeled about in (lit! mid- 
field and plain ulieie cut and Ihiusl aio denied, crying out and 
saying, '• Wlieie he the Knights? Whom lie the 1 haves? 
Where is the one-cyod Wazir, the bunetci, of the rlooked 
faith 1 the worthy believer ? ” Thereupon Lho King, Jiei f.ilhci, 
cued out with hemt in bleeding guise and Usii-ulwialotl eyes, 
saying, 11 She hath slam, my second sun, hy the vutue of the 
Messiah and the Faith which is no Juu !" And lie called aloud 
to his youngest son, saying, “O Kasyan, suiuauied S.illi at- 
Suhyan, a go foith, O my son, to do battle with (by ‘.islet, and 
take of hei the blood-wicak fm thy luotheis and kill oil hoi, 
come what may ; and whclhci thou gam or thou lose (I hi day"; 
and if thou conqnci hci, slay hoi with foulest slaiighlei !" So 
lie draic out to Mtiiani, who tan at him with the last of hot 
skill, and chaiged him with the good I ■ ness id bet eloviuiess 
and her coinage and hei cunning in fence and eaval.uiee, eiy- 
ing la him, “O acciusecl, O enemy af Allah and the Moslems, 
I will .isimeclly send thcc after thy bioLhois, and woelul is 
the abiding-place of the Miscreants I ” -So saying, site un¬ 
sheathed her swoid and smote linn and cut ofl Ins head and 
arms and sent him aftei his biolhcis, and All.ili limned his 
sou] to the File and (lie abiding-place diie. Now when llm 
Knights and the lidcis who tocle with hei aim haw his lluee sons 
slain, who were the doughtiest ol Lilt folk of then day, there fell 
on their hcaits leuoi of the Puneess Mil nun, awe of hot ovei- 
poweicd them , they bowed ihuii heads cm lhwauls, and they made 
sure of imu and confusion, disgrace and dcsUuelion. So with the 
flames of hale blazing in heart, they turned then hacks ImlhiiglU 
and addiessed themselves to llighl. When the Kmg saw bis sons 
slain, and on his Hying Lioops casL sight, them fell on him lunvil- 


i Arab " Al-Din al-n'iaj," tl, c pci veiled oi falsified Knilh, Cln isli.inilv 
having been made obsolete and abolished by the Miv.imi ( ,r JUnJi.uuiiicfl 
even as Clmstiamly claims to have Riipeo.tiled lho I\I,>„ue ,ui,| Niiaelnan 
dispensations 


dnng 2 ’'^ " nreaUr oIWind " (h'swali =- a situ,l cu pitas) “Mmol Uiil.hi'ii’s 

„„„ 3 ,s‘ a e "Inka an , aUyk , > lit ^ onliei to the- (|,r ||, ( . ,„ llu ) 
upon Mice (be the lub?) Hus tiuly Maine uliuiu is viuirii m \i\,w\y \\.iy^ t 
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derment and afliighi, whilst lus heart also was a-fire Fol (lespight. 
Then quoth he to himself, "In very sooth Princess Miriam hath 
belittled us ; and if I veiiluic myself and go out against her alone, 
haply she will gar me succumb and slay me without ruth, even as 
she slew hei brothers, and make of me the foulest of examples, 
for she hath no longei any desue for us nor have we of her 
return any hope- Whcieiore it wcie the bcLtei rede that I guaid 
mine honoiu and rcLiun to my capital. 11 So he gave icins to his 
chargei and rode back to his city, But when lie found himself in 
his palace, file was loosed in Ins hcait for rage and chagrin at the 
death of his tlnee gallant sons and the defeat of his troops and 
the disgiaco to his honour. Noi did lie abide half an houi eie he 
summoned his Giandecs and Officers of state and complained to 
them of lliat his daughter Miiiam had done with him, of the 
slaughter of hci broLheis, and all he suffeLed Lliciefioin of passion 
and chagiin, and sought advice of them. They all counselled him 
Lo wiile to the Vicai of Allah in llis earth, the Commander of 
llic Lkulhlul, llaiuu al-Rashid, and acquaint him with liis cucuin- 
sLanu*. S ) he wiotc a letter to the Caliph, containing/, after the 
usual salutations, the following wolds'—-"We have a daughter, 
Milium, the Gudie-girl lnghl, who hath been seduced and de¬ 
bauched fiom us by a Moslem captive named Nur al-Din Ali, son 
of the meichant Taj al-Din of Cairo, and lie hath taken her by 
night and gimefoith with her to lus own countiy; wherefore I 
beg of the favoui of ouv lord the Commander of the Faithful that 
he wide Lo all the lands of the Moslems to seize her and send Iicl 

back to us by a UusLy messenger."-And Shalmizatl perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased saying hci permitted say. 

jRchu luljcit it lunei tftc Ifjtmlart mrtf JQintlp HjirtJ J13ijj:l)h 

She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
King of Fiance wiole to the Caliph and Prince of True Believers, 
Harun aJ-Kuslnd, a wiit humbling himself by asking foi his 
danghloi Minam, and begging of his favoui Lliat lie write to all 
the Moslems enjoining her seizin e and sending back to him by a 
LiusLy messenger of the servants of his Highness the Commander 
of the Faithful, adding, “ And in requital of your help and 
nuUmcc in this matter, wc will appoint to you half of the city of 
Koine the Gieat, that thou mayst build Lheiein mosques foi the 
Moslems, and Iho tubule tlicieof shall be forwarded to you.” 
And aflei wilting this wiit, by lede of Ins Giandecs anil Lords of 



A If Layfoh wa Lay fa A. 

the land,he folded the scroll, and calling his Wnzir, whom he hail 
appointed in the stead of the monuenhu Mi ms tor, hade him sen] 
It with the seal of the kingdom, and the Officers of stale also si-L 
hands and seals thereto, after which the King bade the W.izu 
hear the letter to Baghdad/ Hie Palace of Pence, and hand it into 
the Caliph's own hand, saying, 14 An Llnm bung her back, thou 
slink have of me the fiefs of two Emus and I will bestow oil thee 
a robe of bonoui with two-fold fringes of gold.” The Wnzii sot 
out with the lettei and fated on ovci lull and dale, till he came 
to the city of Baghdad, where he abode Lhice days, till he was 
rested fioin the way, when he bought the lAilaco of the CoimiMmloi 
of the Faithful, and when guided thcietu he eulouid it and u.lwmI 
audience. The Caliph bade admit him, so lie went in and 
kissing ground hefuic linn, handed to him the letter ol Lhr King 
of France, together with iich gifts ancl rare pmsunLs hesiinning 
the Commander of the Faithful. When the Caliph lend Lhe will 
and apprehended its significance, he commanded his Wazir to 
wute, without stay oi delay, despatches to all Lhc lands of the 
Moslems, setting out the name and favour of Prim css Miiiaiu 
and of Nui al-Din, staling how they had doped and bidding all 
who found them lay hands on them and send them to the 
Commandci of the Faithful, and warning them on no wise in IhuL 
matter to use delay 01 in difference. So the Wnzn wiole tiro 
leiteis, and sealing them despatched Lhein by <nuneis to the 
different Governois, who hastened Lo obey the Caliph's tonmiaiul- 
ment and addressed lliemselvos to make qutuchin all Lhe lands fm 
persons of such name and Javou 1. On this wise it faied with 
the Governois and their subjects; bul as lcgauls Nui ahDiu and 
Miriam the Gndlc-ghl, they fared oil without delay after defeating 
the King of Franco and his foicc, and the riolcUor puiLueLud 
them tilt they came to the land of Syria and enlcml Damascus- 
city. Now the councis of the Caliph had fuiegone Llieui LluLlioi 
by a day, and the Emir of Damascus know (hat he was commanded 
to anesL the twain as soon as found, that lie might send them In 
the Caliph. Accoidingly, when they cnloied the city, the hoi lot 
police 1 2 accosted them ancl asked them their names. They (old 
them the truth and acquainted them with Llioii lulvenUnr and all 


1 In addition to what was noted in nights e\hv. and duum , I in.iy 
observe that m the " Masnavi " the u Uaghd.ul of NuUifjmly " is opposed in 
the Ubiquity of the Woilih Tlio popnlai deiivalion is Jl,»;[h (die idol /(ml, 
the slav iJ Bog ”) and d.id a tfift, he R.we (Peifilan) It is also calh-cl Al-/.um{ 
— a how, from the bund uf the Tj^j ia lvheir it was hmJl, 

2 Aiab, " JiLwabis " pluv, of Jiisiis, lit, the spies. 
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that 1 lad bclided them ; "whereupon they knew them for those ot 
whom they weie in scziich, and seizing - them, earned them before 
the Go\einm of the city. He despatched them to the city of 
Baghdad undei escorlofhis officers who, when they came tluthei, 
craved audience of the Caliph which he graciously granted , so 
they came into the presence ; and, kissing ground before him, 
said, f< O Commander of the Faithful, tins is Muiam the Giulle- 
gii], (laugh Lei of the King of Prance; and Hus is the captive Nni 
nl-JDin, son of the nicichant Taj al-Diu of Caiio, who debauched 
her from her site and stealing her fiom Ins kingdom and country 
fled with hoi to Damascus, where we found the twain as they 
entered the city, and questioned them, They told us the truth 
of their case : so we laid hands on them and brought them 
before thee.” The Caliph looked at Miriam and saw that she 
was slender and shapely of form and statute, the handsomest at 
the folk of her tide, and the unique pearl of her age and her 
tune ; sweet of speech 1 and fluent of tongue, stable ol soul 
and hearty of heart. Thereupon she hissed ground between 
his hands and wished him peimanencc of gloiy and prosperity 
and siuceaso of evil and enmity. He admired the beauty of hei 
figure and the sweetness of her voice and the readiness of hci lcphes 
and said Lo hex, li AU thou Mixiain the Girdle-giiJ, daughlei of 
the King of Fiance?” Answered she, “ Yes, 0 Prince oi Tine 
Beheveis and PucsL of those who the Unity of Allah receive and 
Defender of the Faith and cousin of the Pnmale of the Apostles 1 " 
Then the Caliph tinned Lo Nur al-Dm Ail, aud seeing him to be 
a shapely youth, as he were the shining full moon on fourteenth 
night, said io him, " And thou, art thou Ah Nur al-Dm, hon of 
the merchant Taj al-Din of Cairo?” Said he, f( Yes ,0 Com- 
mnuclei of the FaiLliful, and stay of those who foi righteousness 
me cure-full 1 ” The Caliph asked, 11 How cometh it that 
thou hasL taken this damsel and fled foifch with her of her 
fat I lot's kingdom ? ,T So Nur al-Dm piocccdcd to relate to 
the Commandei of the Faithful all his past, first and lasL; 
wildcat Lhe Caliph was astomed with exlieme astonisli- 
inent, and diverted, and exclaimed, ,f How manifold are the 

sufiWings that men suflcL * ”-And Shsihiazad perceived the 

dawn uf clay and ceased to say her permitted say. 


i The Caliph could not '‘see " h&r "svveelncbs of speech 1 ' ; so we mm.t 
undui stand that lie addressed iiei and found out Hint die was fluent of tongue 
But this idiomatic UM3 of tlio word "see" is also found m the languages of 
SuuUicin Uuiupc: so Csimocns (bus i, il ), " Ouvi k » » vereis" lit — 
" liadr, you iJjall ice,” winch bounds Idibeunan, 
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Botu tolrn it to r[)f CSifffet Jjimlm* nirti Jii%Dh 

She resumed, IL hath leachul me, O auspicious King, llul when 
the Caliph Iiaiun abEashid asked Niu al-Din of his adventure 
and was told oi all that had parsed, first and last, Ini w.us aslomod 
with extreme astonhsIimenL and exclaimed, 11 How manifold aio 
the suffeiiugb LhaL men suffer t " Then he Lurried Lg the Princess 
and said to hoi, “Know, O Mnkini, LhaL thy l.ilhei the King oT 
France hath wutlen to me annul thee. What saysl lhou? M Shu 
icpliedj. “O Vicar of Allah on Ills eaith and Hxeeulm of the 
picccptsof His prophet and commands to man's umvm Lh, 1 2 3 may 
He vouchsafe Lhee eternal prosperity and waul lime hour evil 
and enmity I Thou ait Viceiegent of Allah m llis earth and I 
have enleied thy Faith, for that it is the need whnh Truth 
and Righteousness inspile; and I have leJL Lhe iHigrun of the 
Miscreants who make the Messiah a liar,* am] J ajn Ixvnmo a 
True Believer in Allah the Bountiful and in the levelaliim ol 
f-Iis compassionate Apostle, I woiship Allah (extolled and 
exalted be Hel) and acknowledge Ilim lo he the One God and 
prostiate myself hiimhly befoLe Him and gloufy lliin ; and l say 
before the CaliphVerily, I testily that their is no jjod but 
the God and I testify that Mohammed is Lhe Messenger of God, 
whom He $ent with ihe Guidanco and the Tukj Faith, Lliat 
He might make it victorious ovei every othuL leligmn, nlhi it 
they who assign partneib to God he averse from il, JI Is it 
therefore in thy competence, O Commander of the Faithful, Lo 
comply with the letter ot the King - of the herein s and send me 
back to the land of the schismatics who deny The Faith, and 
give paitneis to Lhe All-wise King, who magnify the CToss and 
bow down before idol*, and believe in the diviuiLy ol Jesus, tor 
all lie was only a creatine? An thou deal with me Llms, O 
ViceiegenL of Allah, I will lay hold upon Lhy shuts on the Day 
of Mustci. befoie Lhe Loid and make my complaiuL of then Lo 
thy cousin the Apostle of Allah (whom God assarn and presei vid) 
on the Day when wealth availed] noL, neither ehildicn, save one 


1 Ileio " l'ai k " (Koiamc obligation which it is mortal sin to gainsay) 
fallows wildeas it should precede “ Siuinat " (sayings and doing,s’of the 
Apostle) simply because ,a l'iu/ ,J jmglus with "Aw" (raii)i) 

2 Moslems, like modem Agnostics, hold Uml )esus of Na/airlli would 

l)G gieallj scancl«ihsed hy Lire i Lulus lu (iodslup advaiwiivl toi turn liy 1 his 
follow cis J 

3 Koianjv 3J sdcaUov 85 In liie piusjigc above quoted Mi Undwell 
nakess Lhe iLctmd " ile " leltn m ihu Deity 
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come Tinto Allah whole heal ted 1 1 " Answeied the Caliph, u O 
Mu Kim, Allah foilciul that I should clo this e\er f How can 
I send brick a Moslem ah believe 1 in the one God and. in His 
Apostle lo that which ALLili hath foibidden and eke His 
Messenger hath forbidden ? " Quoth she, " I testify that there 
is no god but the God and that Mohammed is the Apostle 
of God!” Rejoined the Caliph, “ O Mitram, Allah bless and 
ducct thee in the way of rigli Icons ness I Since Lhou art a 
Moslemah and a believer in Allah Lhe One, 1 owe tliee a duty 
of obligation and it is that I should nevcL Liansgiess against 
thee nor foi sake thee, though be lavished unto me on thine 
account the woild full of gold and gems. So be of good 
cheer and eyes ideal of tear; and be thy hi cast bioadcned and 
thy case naught save easy, Ait thou willing tluiL this youth 
Ah of Cairo be to thee man and lliou to him wife? " Replied 
Miriam, “O lhince of True lJelrevcLS, how should I be oilier 
Ilian willing to lake him lo husband, seeing that he boughL me 
with his money and liaLli ontmaLed me with lhe utmost kindness 
and, for crown of Ins good o/Jices, he hath ventiucd his life for 
my sake many Limes ?" So the Caliph summoned the Kazi and 
the witnesses and married her to him, assigning hci a dowry and 
causing the Grandees of his realm be present, and the marriage 
day was a notable. Then lie turned to the Wnzii of Lhe French 
King, who was present, and said to him, “Hast thou hemd her 
words? flow can I send her back Lo her faLhci the Infidel, 
seeing that she is a Moslemah and a believer in the Unity ? 
Belike lie will evil enLieal her and deal harshly with her, more 
by token that she haLh slain Ins sons, and I shall bear blame 
for her on Res unect ion-day. And indeed quoth the Almighty, 
f Allah will by no means make a way foi the Infidels ovci the 
Tine Relievers. 9 ' So return to thy King and say to him:—Turn 
fiom this thing and hope not lo come al thy desire thereof. 11 
Now this Wazii was a Zany: so he said to the Caliph, “O 
Commander of the Faithful, by the value of Lhe Messiah and 
the Faith which is no liar, wutc Miluuil forty limes a Moslemah 
and foity times thereto, I may not depart from Llice without that 
sruno Miuam] And if lhou send her not back with me of 
free will, I will hie me lo her sire and cause him despatch thee 
ail host, wherewith I will come upon you from the landward and 


i Koidiij xxvi S8, 8y l'tir n veiy mdifloient version (and abridgment) 
of Ihis speech, sen Sal in day lie view, July cj, iSrii, 
n Koiau, \v , 140 
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the seawaid; and the van wheieof shall bo at your capital city 
whilst the ieai ls yet on the Knphutcs 1 and they shall lay waste 
thy realms.” When the Caliph hem cl these words iiom the 
accmsed Wazir of the King of Fiance, the light in his face 
became night and he was wioth at his speech with exceeding 
wrath and said to lung “ O damned one, O dog of the Nazairmos, 
art thou come to such powei thal thou duisl assail me with the 
King of the Fianks?” Then quo 111 he to his guanls, “Take 
this acciused and do him die 11 ; and he repealed this couplet' 1 :— 

This be liis locompcnbu who will * Oppose and thvvai t his hei ten, 1 will 

Then he commanded to cut oif the Wayii'^ head and hum his 
body; but Princess Wiliam ciied, “O Commander nf the 
Faithful, soil not thy swoul with the blood ol this ficcuised. M So 
saying, she hated hei brand and smote him aud mack' bis head 
fly from his coipse, and he went to Llie house of uugimis; his 
abode was Gehenna, and evil is the abiding-place. Thu (\ihph 
marvelled at the force of hei fore-mm ami the stumgLli of hei 
mind, and they cat Lied the dead Wa/u foilh of the pavilion and 
burnt him* Then the Commands of Llie FaiLhful bestowed upon 
Nural-Dm a splendid rube of hoiiom and assigned to lum and 
hei a lodging m his palace. Moi cover, ho appointed them soldo 
and rations, and commanded to Linuspoil to then ejuaitcus eiII 
they needed of laimenl and fiuniluie and vessels of piiuj. They 
sojourned awhile m Baghdad in all delight of lile and solum 
thereof till Nur al-Din longed fm his inothei and f.itluu, So he 
submitted the matter to the Caliph and sought Jus leave to 
revisit his native land and visit his kinsfolk, and he gimill'd hint 
the peunission he sought, and calling Miuam, commended them 
each to oLhcu Ho also loaded them with costly pirscuK and 
unities and bade wiite IcLteus to Lho Hums and Oleum and 
notables of Cano the God-guaided, eonmumding Nm abl )m 
and liis wife and paicnts to then cEiie and dunging ihcm 
honour them xviLli the higlnnost lionom. When the news leached 

1 Arab ,J lunat " fioni the Aiab " F.uula 11 «being swept, as applied to 
watci Al-lhmllmn- the two sweet (livens), ,uo Lho T'iui l‘i and Fupliiali's 
The Greeks, who in etymology wum&atlhliucl with (iu'ok, ilmvnl Ihelalln (mm 
evififmivtftr (to gladden, kcLificai a, for which bee Pliny and Sll.din, nllhmigli 
both aie couect in explaining “ Tlgi is"), ;md HNilmi mnaiks hnnin, 

” Tali bus migis nng.mtui Gixcnli " Hut nth only lhn ,« ruli ” ( t 1 f 
PaiLliuisPb good old doiivalions fmni Llie l ltd) “ tiiuh" nf liso, h ucLus, 
Fie) a (tlie Goddess), fi.ayisi (lu spawn), fiiuiid, fiy (nf hsli), ole , He,’ 

2 The great Caliph was el pact; anil liu spoke msis as <1x1 nil lusrmilrni- 

jtoianes, Ins lament caul' liib hkive-gul Haykmah (Helen) hi minimi by 
Al-Suyuti, p 305 J 
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Cauo, the mcich.uU Taj al-Dui joyecl at the ieUirn of Ins 
son aiul Nui al-Din's mother likewise rejoiced thciein with 
passing 1 joy. The Emirs? and Idle no tables of the city went 
foiLh to meet him, in obedience to the Caliph's injunctions, 
and indeed it w.ts foi them a light nolc-woithy day, wherein 
fmgatheied the Jovei and the beloved and the seelcci attained 
the sought. Moioovei, all the Emirs made them bnde-feasts, 
each on Ins own day, and joyed m them with joy exceeding and 
vied in doing them honour, one the other succeeding. When 
Nnr nl-Dm foigatheird with hia mother and father, they were 
gladdened in each olhei with the utmost gladness, and cm e and 
affliction ceased Imm them, whilst his patenLs joyed no less in 
the Time css Mil nun aiul honoured heL with the high mcis. I hououi. 
lively day lluue came to Llusjn piesents Jiom all the Emirs and 
gicat mcichnnts, and they were in new delight and gladness 
exceeding the gladness of festival. Then they ceased not abiding 
]n solace and ple.is.mec and good chcei and abounding piosperily, 
eating and dunking with ninth and men uncut, till there came to 
Lliom the DosLioyer of dciighLs and Sumleicr of societies, Waster 
of houses and palace-domes, and Puopler of the bellies of the 
tombs. So they wore removed fiom wuildly stead and became of 
the number of the dead; and gloiy be to the Living One, Who 
dieth not and m Whose hand are the buys of the Seen aiul the 
Unseen ! And a tale was also told by the Emii Shuja/ al-Dut, 1 
pLcfcct of Cano, anenL 


THE MAN OF UPPER EGYPT AND IIIS 
FRANKISH WIPE. 


Wb lay one night in the house of a man of the Sa’id m Upper 
Egypt, Aiul he eiUoiLiimecl uh autl eulieated us hospitably, Now 
he was a very old man await with exceeding Hwailhiness, and lie 
had little ehiklien, who weic wliite, of a white dashed with red. 
So we said to luni, “ lliukye, Surh-an-one, how cnmetli it that 
these iliy cliildien are while, whilst thou thyself ail passing 
mwiiI?" And lie said, "Their mother was a EianKish woman, 
whom I took piisuncr m the days of Al-Malik id-Nasir Sahib 

11 The ]Jiai r o of Lhc lkiilli. 11 
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til-Dhi, 1 after the battle of HsiUlu > “ when I wns n young man." 
We asked, “ Aud how goLlest thou her ? M And ho ansvmed, u I 
had a Laie adventure with hei. M Quoth wo f 41 Favour na vhlh it”; 
and quoth he With all my heml I You must know that 1 once 
sowed a ciop of flax in llicsc pails and pulled it and sculchod iL 
and spent on it five bundled gold pieces, afloi whudi J would 
have sold it, but could get no moic than this Llmelbi, and the 
folk said to mo, " Cany it to Acie: fuL thcie thou wilt haply 
make good gain by il. M Now Acre was then in Lhe hmuls of Lhe 
Franks 3 , so I earned my flax thither and sold pail ol iL qL 
months 1 ciedit. One day, as I was selling, behold, Iheic ifuno up 
a Frankish woman (now 'tis the custom ol the woincni of this 
Franks to go abuuL the market sheds with unveiled faces), to 
buy flax of me, and I saw of hoi beauty what dazed my wits 
So I sold her somewhat of flax and \va& easy with hci nmc tuning 
the pi ieft, and she took it and wcuL away. Some days a I Lei, she 
returned and bought somewhat mole flax ol mo and 1 was yet 
easier with her about lho price; and slio lepoaU'd hui visits Lo mo, 
seeing that I was in love with hci. Now she was used to walk in 
company of an old woman to whom I said, “ l am sou; unumnuual 
of thy niisticss, Canst thou connive Xoi mo to enjoy lk;i ? M 
QuoLli she, fl I will conhivc this foi thee : hut the sot let must not 
go beyond us three, me, Lliec and hci ; and Lluue js no help but 
that Lliou bo kuish with money, Lo bool," And I iuiMVTicd, 
saying, u Though my life wcic Lhe piico of her lavouis ’Lwms no 

great mattci,"-And Shalnazad poiceLved the dawn ol day and 

ceased saying her pel milted say. 

-Ooh) hiljcn it him* fl;c (Ejfltt luiirtirrti nub JI 3 inrh> hflfj JIQiflbt, 

She said, It hath leached me, 0 auspicious Ivinp, dial Llm old 
woman said to the man," Howcvei, Lhe suciet nmst not go beyond 

lie Saladin 

2 Usually called the Horns of HiUlin (lJasnK .illy IliUin) Noi ill of r liia‘. 

where Saladin by good slialcgy and die folly uf lhe Juanlts .iiiiiiliilaU il tho 
Latin kingdom of jcittsalcm ] 7 n\ delwla see tbc gvmki-bnhW In this lu.Lum 
(lane 23, 1187), after lluec bishops weie slain in its dolmen, elm LvU h of 

Lhe True Cross (or rather lhe cross veiifu-d by Helena) lell into JVlo-ilcin Itjunh, 
'Ibe Christians begged lirud foi il, but Saladin, aeon scicmi lions lid icvit, infused 
Lo letuin to Ihem even for lansom n the object of llir-h iniquitous sunuistMion.' 1 
His son, howovci, being of auolliCL turn, would have sold it lo lhe Pinnies, 
who then lacked money La pui chase It picbcnlty disappisuiMl, and I should 
noi be surpiiscd if it were &Lil] lying, an unknown and mntiU Ir'ttttm, n\ mhho 
C airene mosque 

3 'AkU. (Acre) was taken by Saladin on July 20, 1187, Tin; lu'vniMii 
slates that he was at Acre in iiS^p 01 llnec ycais befoie Llie allau of l lnllln 
(night clcccxcv.) 
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us tlnee, to wit me, thee ruid her; and there is no help but thou 
be lavish with Lhy money to boot.” He leplied, 11 Though my life 
weic the price of hei favours ’twure no gienL mailer, 11 So it was 
agiecd (continued the man of Upper Egypt), Lhat I should pay 
her fifty dinars and that she bhoulcl come to mo; wheicupon I 
piocnrod the money and gave it to the old woman. She took it 
and said, lf Make ready a place for her in Lhy house, and she will 
come to thee this nighL. 1 ' Accoidingly I went home and made 
leady what I could of mcaL and drink and wax candles and 
sweetmeats, How my house ovedooked the &ca and 'tvvas the 
season of summer; so I spread the bed on the tenace took 
PicscnLly the Frank woman came, and we ate and diank, and the 
night iell dark- We lay down nndei the sky, with Lhe nioon 
shining on us, ancl fell to watching the shimmeiing of the stms in 
the sea; and I said to myself* “ Ail thou not ashamed before 
Allah (to Whom belong Might and Majestyand thou a stLanger, 
under Lhe heavens and in piesencc of the deep waters, to disobey 
Him with a Nazarcuc woman and ment the torment of Fire? 11 
Thun Saul I, " O my Gocl, I call Thee to witness that I abstain 
horn this Chiislinn woman this night, of shamefastness before 
Thee and four of Thy vengeance I p ' So I slept till the morning, 
and she uiose at peep of day full of anger and went away. I 
walked to my shop and sat there; and behold, presently she 
passed, ns she were the moon, accompanied by the old woman 
who was also angiy; wildcat my head, sank within me and I 
said to myself, 41 Who arL thou that thou shouldsL Lefrain ftom 
yonder damsel ? Ail thou Surf al-Sakati oi Bisln Barefoot or 
Junayd ol Baghdad or Fuzuyl bin 'Iyaz 1 ?” Then I ian aflei the 
old woman ami coming up with hei said to her, "Bring her tome 
again "; and said she, n By the vii tue of the Messiah, she will not 
rcluin to Lhcc but for an hunched ducats!” Quoth I, {t I wiJt 
give Ihco an hunched gold pieces.' 1 So 1 paid hei Lhe money and 
tho damsel came to me a second time; but no soonei was she 
with me than I leLmned to my wlulome way of thinking and 
abstained ham hei and foiboic her for Lhe sake of Allah 
Almighty. Presently she went away and I walked to my shop, 
and shoitly after the old woman came up in a rage, Quoth 1 
to her, 14 13 iiug her lo me again "; and quoth she, “By the viitus 
of the Messiah, thou shall, never again enjoy hei presence with 

i Famous Sufis ancl ascetics of tho second and thud centuries A I-I Foi 
Hi slu Bain foot, sec voi ji night Uwi Al-Salwiti nitsmw 11 the old-c lathes 
man " , anti ihu names of the otimib ate all lecorclcd m U'Hcibelol. 
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thee, except foi five hunched due,Us, and llum shall petish in thy 
' paml J At Ibis I trembled, and icsoh cd to expend the whole j>iiro 
of my flax and theiowiLh isinsom my lifts. l*«t» hefoiel could llliuk 3 
I heaid the ciiei pioclaiiniiiff and saying, n IIo, all yv Moslems, Ihc 
truce which was bcLwcen us and you is expired, and we give all 
of you Mahometans who are hem, a week limn this Lime to lm\v 
done with your business and depnit to ymu own u>unUy, M Thus 
her visits Averc cut olf fiom me and I betook my soil hi gelling in 
the piicc of my flux which men had bought upon cuxlil, and to 
bartermg what remained in my hands ftu other goods. Then I 
took avi tli me fair meichandkse and depaited At:io with a soul full 
of affection and love-longing foi the d<'ianktsli woman, avIio had 
taken my heart and my com. So l journeyed till I made 
Damascus, Avheie I sold the stock in Undo I had In ought Horn 
Acre, at the highest price, because of Lho cutting oil ot com¬ 
munication by reason of the tewn of tmcc having cxpiml ; and 
Allah (extolled and exalted be He l) vouehsaUid me good gain. 
Then I fell to trading in captive skivogiils, thinking thus L<> rase 
my heart of its pining for the Frankish woman, a ml in Lhis h.illn 
engaged 1 abode three ycius, till them boh'U buUvmi A1 IW.iliL 
al-Niisir and the Flunks whaL befell of Llie [it'hoii ol llallin and 
othei encounters, and Allah gave him Lhr victoiy nvn ilium, sn 
that lie lode [ill then Kings piisoinus and lie opened 1 2 3 (hr (oast* 1 
cities by His leave, Now it foi tuned one day after this, that ,l 
man came to me mid sought of me a slavci-giil foi AJ-Malik al- 
Nasii. Having an handsome handmaid I showed hei to him and 
he bought hoi of me foi an luuuliud duiais and gave me ninety 
thereof, leaving ten still due to me, foi that limn avux no mom 
found in the inyal lieasury Lh.iL <kty, because lie bad expended all 
his moneys m waging wui against the FiunLs. Ai< willingly tfic-y 
toon counsel with linn and he said, ■< ('.my him to tin* tusisuiy L 
\vheie are the captives’ lodging and give him Ins dune i; among the 
damsels of the Flunks, so lie may Lake one of Ihi ni foi the ton 

diuais”-And Shaluay/atl peuwwiul the dawn ot day and erased 

to say hoi pei milled say. 

1 i £ captured, forced npjn then gitrs 

2 Ain.h " Al-SAUM,” i c llio sisiWul of Syii.i; pmpmlv rhirini ii or Du 

coast-lands of Suiitbei n Palestine ho ihi: nidiUmic low lands n| rontuiciUul 
Zan/iliar aie called in (lie pi ui SaWiUnl = ‘< Uu* slimes ' 1 ,uul iln> pnmli 
bawaluu -- Shoif-meii 1 1 

3 Aiab ■■ Al-Kln/auah '* both jn Mac Kbit, sunl llnsr.ni, \ \ju 
Mi Fapie has liansUuiiri 11 teats n and says, 11 Subic tin sreim in have- 
encamped without Damascus,, and the sUvimum clunt had apprurntly () inir 
out and pitched his Lent ncai the camp lot tins pm puses nf bis Inula." Pul I 
can find no notice nf lents till a few lines U»low 
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She continued, It haLh reached me, O auspicious King, that 
wheiiti* Ai-Mahk al-Nnsir said, 41 Give him his choice to take one 
of the gills foi Lhe teuclinars that arc due to him”; they bioughtme 
to the captives' lodging and showed me all who weit therein, 
and I saw amongst them the Frankish d.unsel with whom I had 
fallen in love at Acie and knew her light well. Now she was the 
wife of one of the cavalicus of the Franks, So I said, "Give me 
this one 11 ; and cauying her to my tent, asked hei, “ Dost thou 
know mo ? " She answeied, “ No H ; and I rejoined, ,f I am thy 
friend* the sometime (lax-meichant with whom thou hadst to do 
at Acre and there befell between ns what befell; Thou tookest 
money of ine and snidest, * Thou shalt never again see me but 
for live hundred diiims.' And now Lhou art become my property 
for ten ducats " Quoth she, “This is a mystery- Thy faith is the 
True Faith, and I testify that there is no god buL the God and thaL 
Mohammed is Lhe Messenger of God 1 11 AncI she made perfect 
piofessiou of Al-Islam. Then said I to myself, M Jjy Allah, I will 
not go m unto her till I have set her free and acquainted the 
Kazi.' 1 So I betook myself to Ibn Shaddad 1 and told him wliat 
had passed and he mariiod me to her. Then I lay with her that 
mghL and she conceived; aftei which the troops departed and we 
letumed to Damascus. I 5 ut wiihin a few days Ihere came an 
envoy from the King of the Franks, to seek Llie captives and the 
piisoncis, iuxoiding to the treaty between the Kings. So Al- 
Malik td-Nash restored all the men and women captives, LiU there 
icmained but Lhe woman who was with me, and the Franks said, 
k{ The wife of Such-anyone lhe Knight is not here. 1 ' Then they 
asked after her and, making strict seaich for her, found that she 
was with mo ; whereupon they demanded her of me and I went in 
lo her, sore concerned mid with tulom changed ; and she said to 
me, 11 What aileth thee and wlvat evil assailelh thee ? " Quo Lb I, 
“ A messenger is con 10 from the King to Lake all the captives, and 
they demand Lhee of me.” Quoth she, u Iiave no fear, bring me 
Lo the King and I know wh.d Lo say befoieand to him." I carried 
hoi into the? presence of the Sultan A I-Malik al-Naair, who was 
seated, with the envoy of the King of the Franks on his right 
hand, and I said to him, “This is the woman that is with me."' 
Then quoth the King and the envoy lo her, “Wilt thou go to thy 

1 Bah ft nHVin ibn Shaddftd, then Kasai ul-Abkai (oC the Aimy) oi' Judge- 
Advocate-General under Salad in. 
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country oi to 1 tby husband ? For Allah hath loosed thy bonds 
and those of thy fellow captives." Quoth she to the Sultan, “I am 
become a Uoslemah and am gical with child, as by ray ™cldlo yo 
may see, and the Franks fchall have no mcna piniil of me, file 
envoy asked, “Whethei is dearci to thee, Lhis Moslem 01 thy hist 
husband the Knight Sudi-an-one ? M and she answered him even 
as she had answe-ed the Sultan. Then said Lhc envoy to the 
Franks with him, M Heard ye her Avoids ?" i hoy \ cplied, “ 1 cs. 
And he said tome, 11 Take tby wife and dcpail with lm>" So I 
took liei and went away, hut the envoy sent alter me in haste and 
cued, 11 Her mothei gave me a chaigefoi hei paying:- -TV 1 y daughloi 
isa captive and naked; and I would have llioo umy hei Lhis chest. 
Take it thou and deliver it to hci.” AccoulmgJy l earned Lhe 
chest home and gave it to her. Slio opened it and found in iL all 
her raiment as she had leU it and therein 1 saw iho two pmses of 
fifty and an hundred dinars which I had given hei, iinlomlied 
and tied up with my own tying, wheidoic 1 pnusud Almighty 
Allah. These are my chiklien by hei and slvo is alive to this 
day and ’twas she dressed you this food. Wo marvelled aL his 
stoiy and at that which had befallen him nf good folium:, and 
Allah is All-knowing. But men also tell a Laic mien l 


THE RUINED MAN OF BAGHDAD AND IIIS 
SLAVE-GIRL. 

Tjieiiu was of old lime in Baghdad a man of condiLion, who hud 
inhented from Ills father abounding affluence. lie fell in love wiLli 
a slave-girl; so he bought her and she loved him as he loved her; 
and lie ceased not to spend upon hci till all his money was gono 
and naught remained thereof; whereupon hcs sought a means nf 
getting his livelihood, but availed not to find any. Now this young 
man had been used, in the days of his affluence, to ficc|iienL the 
assemblies of those who wcic veiscd in the ail of singing and Utul 
thus attained to the utmost excellence Ihotein. Piesenlly ho Look 
counsel with one of his intimates, who said tn him, “■ Museums thou 
canst find no better profession than to sing, thou and thy slave- 
girl, for on this wise thou wilt get money in plenty and will eat 
and drink.” Bui he mishked this, lie and the damsel, and sho said 


i i c "abide with 11 thy second luishand, Uio Egyptian. 
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to him, “ I have beLhoughl me of a means of relief for thee," He 
asked, ,f What is iL? " and she answciecl, “ Do thou sell me ; thus 
shall wo ho delivered of Lhis &tiait, Lliou and I, and I shall be in 
affluence; foi none will buy the like of me save a man of fortune, 
and with this I will contrive foi my return to llice." He carried 
her to the iniuket and the first who saw her was a Hashimi 1 of 
Jiassoiali,a man of good bleeding, fine tusLe and generosity, who 
bought her for fifteen bundled dinais. Quoth the young man, the 
damsel’s owner i—When I had received the price, I repented me 
and wept, I and the damsel; and I sought to cancel Llie sale; but 
the put chaser would not consent. So I took the gold in a bag, 
knowing not whither I should wend, now my house was desolate 
of Iicl, and buffeted my face and wept and wailed as I had never 
done bcfoie. Then 1 enteied a mosque and sal shedding tears till 
I was stupefied, and, losing my senses, fell asleep, with tbo bag of 
money under iny head by way of pillow. Presently, eie I could 
be ware, a man plucked tlie bag from under my head and lan of! 
with it at speed, whereupon I stalled up in alarm and affright, 
and would have arisen to run alien him, but lo I my feel were 
hound with aiope, and 1 fell oil my face. Then I Look to weeping 
and buffeting myself, saying, “Thou hast parLert with thynouP 

and thy wealth is lost!*'-And Shahraznd perceived the dawn 

of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

ilRoto toljim (t \mti tyc ffiiflijt Ihiifliwtt nut JDInetp'tfrttnfJj JGHjrfpft 

She put sued j It hath icaclied me, O auspicious King, that the 
young man continued :—Sol said to myself, “Thou hast parted 
with thy soul and thy wealth is lost." Then, of the excess of my 
chagrin, I betook myself to LhoTigiis, ami, wrapping my face in 
my gown, cast myself into the sLrcani. The bystanders saw me 
and ciied, “Foi slug, this is because of some gieat tioublc that 
hath bcticlcd him." They cast themselves in after me, and 
bringing me ashore, questioned me of my case, I lokl them what 
misadventure had befallen me and they condoled with me, Then 


I A descendant of llftihinij Lhe Apostle’s KreAt-giandfathci, fiom whom 
the Abbasidcs were diicclJy descended. The Ommiacles weie less direcLly aldn 
Lo Mohammed, being the descend ants of Ilaslrim’s biothci.Abd nkShains, 
The Idas hi in is weie famed for liberality; and the quality seems to have been 
InheiUed, The fust IIAshmi ffot his name fj om crumbling bicad into lhe Sand 
or hi owls of the Meccan pilKi Sms dining "The I^noiancc. ,J lie was buried 
at GhnxKfih (Ga/a) but his loinb was soon foigolleii, 
v i.c. thy lover. 
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an old nian of them came to me and said, tr lliou hast lost thy 
money, but why goest thou about to lose thy life and become of 
the people of The File 1 2 3 4 ? Atise, come wiLh me, Lhal I may see 
thy lodging M J went with him to my house, and he sat wiLh me 
awhile till I waxed calmer, and becoming tranquil I Lhanked him, 
and he went away. When he was gone I was like to kill my,sell, 
but bethought me of the Fuiiue and the 1 'irc ‘ so I fined lorLli 
my house and fled to one of niy friends and Lold him what had 
befallen me. He wept for pity of me, and gave me filly clmarn, 
sayj ng, 14 Take my advice and hie Iheo fiom Baghdad foiLlniglU, 
and let this piovide thee till thy heait bo divei Led from the love 
of hei and ihrm forget her. Thy foiboaus wore SmoUmcs and 
Scribes and thy handwiding is fine and thy bleeding light good; 
seek out, then, whom thou wilt of the InLenc]anls ,J and throw 
thyself on his bounty; thus haply Allah shall uMinitu thee wilh 
thy slave-girl. 11 I hearkened to his wends (and indeed iny nunri 
was s Lengthened and I was somewhat coinfo] led) and losnlvud to 
betake myself to Waslt> B where I had kiuslolk, Ho I went down 
to the river-side, where I saw a ship moored and Lho sailors 
embarking goods and goodly stuffs, I asked them to Lake me 
with them and carry me to Wash, but they implied, ° We miinol 
take thee on such wise, for the ship bchmgH.li to a IFaslimii." 
However, I tempted them with pioiniso of passage-money, and 
they said, u We cannoL embark theo on Lliis fashion 1 ; hill, if it 
must be, do IT those fine clothes of thine and don sudoi’s gear, ami 
sit with us as thou weit one of us.” I went away, and buying 
somewhat of sniloLs 1 clothes, pul Lhcm on; aflor winch I bought 
me also somewhat of piovisions foi the voyage, and 1 ('tinning to 
the vessel, which was bound for Ikissoiah, embmked wiLh the 
crew. But erelong I saw my slave-gill herself come on board, 
attended by two waiting-women, whereupon what was oil inn of 
chagrin subsided, and Isiud in myself, u Now shall I seu her and 
hear her singing, till we come to Bassorah.” Soon after, up iodo 
the Hashuni with a party of people, and they embarked ahemd 


1 i.e of those destined to hell : tlics especial homo of Mwlniu suicides, 

2 Aial) " 'UmniAl " (plui. of 'Amil) vice toys oi governora of piovinccs. 

3 A (own oi Irak Arab (Mesopotamia) between lla^hiUfl and JUssouih, 
built upon the Tigin and founded by Al-Uzijj&j . it h ro called because khu 
" Middle M oi half-way town between Basrah and Knfnli. To tills place wuio 
applied the famous lines — 

M In Raad booth a light noble i ace me they ; 

"Whose men “ yea " can’t Kay, nor then women "■ nay," 

4 ?■«. robecl as thou ait 
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the ship, which dropped down the liver with them. Presently the 
Htishimi brought out food and ale with the damsel, whilst the lest 
ate amidships. Then said he to her, "Iiow long this abstinence 
[tom singing, and pcnnnuicnce in this wailing tuid v/eepmg? Thou 
art not the first that hath been paiLed horn a beloved)" Where- 
foie I knew what she sufleied for love of me, Then he hung a 
cm tain befoie hci along the gunwale and, calling those who aLc 
apaiL, sat down with them without the cm tain; and I enquired 
concerning them, and behold they were his biclhren. 1 * 3 He set 
before them wh.it they needed of wine and dcsseit, and they 
ceased not to press the damsel to sing Lill she called for the 
lute, and tuning it 4 intoned those two coup Lets 1— 

The company lelt with my love by night, * Nor foiboic to fare with 
inv lic.ut’s delight: 

And raged, since their camels off paced, a fire * As of GhazdMvood in 
the lover’s ftp rile. 

Then weeping oveipowoied hei and she thiew down the lute and 
ceased singing ; wheieal Lho folk were troubled and I slipped 
clown a-swoon. They Lhought I was possessed n and one of them 
began reciting omuLsnis in my ear ; nor did they c^rse to comfort 
her am! hcsuurli hci Lo sing, Lilt she Limed the lute again and 
chaunted Lhese couplets twain :— 

I stood and bewailed who thru* loads had bound * And fru yocle but 
sill 1 in my heart iue found; 

I chew nnm this mins and ashed nf them ■■ And the camp was void and 
lay waste the ground. 

Then shu full down 111 a faiiilingdiL, and weeping aiose amongst 
the folk; and I also ciioil out and fainted away. The sailors 
were startled by me and one of tho Ilashuui's pages said Lo them, 
|J How crime ye to Like Lhrs madman on board?” So they said 
one to otlusi, l < As soon as we come to the next village, we will 
set him ashore and 1 id us of him.” When I heard this, I was sore 
troubled, but I henUenod and hardened myself, saying in thought, 
Nothing will serve me to deliver myself from their hands, except 
I make shift to acquaint her with my presence in the ship, so slic 
may prevent my being set ashore." Then we sailed when we came 
lurid by a hamlet 1 and the slnppei said, “ Come, let us go ashore. 1 * 


i i e his kinsfolk of tin* I Irish unis, 

9 Sre vol i nielli wwi 

3 Aiah " Sm'itu ” I was possessed of a Jinn, the common Eastern 
explanation of an epileptic fit long beioie the elites of the Evangel See 
vol 111 night ccKviii, 

<1 Audi. "Zi'ah," village, fcoF, or faim 




Alf Laylah wa Layhih. 


, 10S 

Therewith they all landed, save myself; and as evening fell I lose 
and going behind the curtain loolc the lulc find changed Us accmd, 
mode 1 2 by mode, and tuning it after a fashion ol my own* that 

she had learnt of ine, returned to my place m the ship ;-And 

Shahiazad perceived the dawn of day ami ceased to say hei 
permitted say. 
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She resumed, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
young man continued>—I relumed lo ruy place in (.lie ship; and 
presently the whole pailycame on hoard again and Iho moon 
shone bright upon liver and heighL Then said the, Ilashimi lo 
Hie damsel, Cl Allah upon thee, double not our joyous lives I" 
So she look the lute, and Lourhing it Willi hei hand, gave a sob, 
that they thought hei soul had lied her finino, and said, u Uy Allah, 
my mastci and teacher is with us in this ship!" Answcircl the 
Ilaslumi, ,f ]>y Allah, wcuc this so, I would not foihid him our 
convocation I Haply he would lighten thy Inullirn, so wo might 
enjoy lhy singing - hul his being m hoaid is i«u fmm possible*" 
However she said, u I cannoL smite luUxslmig 01 sing sunchy aim 
I was wont to sing whilst my loid is with us." Ouolh the 
Hnshimi, “ Let us ask the sailois," and quoth she, 14 Do so," lie 
questioned them, saying, "Have ye rallied anyone with you I " 
and they answciecl, " No," Them I feaied lest the cnquiiy should 
end theie; so I laughed and said, ft Yrs; I am her master find 
taught hei whenas I was hei loid." Cued she, 14 J ly Allah, that 
is my Joid’s voice!” Theieupon the pages rallied me lo Lite 
Hashimi, who knew me uL first sight and said to me, u Out on 
thee! What plight is this in which I see thee and whal hath 
biought thee to such condition? JJ I related Lo him alt that had 


1 Arab 11 Taiilnili. 11 

2 " Most of the great Arab musicians had their own peculiar fashion of 
tuning the lute, for the puiposo or extending its logislei or laoililiUmg the 
accompaniment of songs composed in uncommon Jays ami rhythms m possibly 
olmcieasiiiff Us sonoiity, audit appeal s to huvu lmon a common test of Lhu 
skill of n. gicat musician, sucJi as ishac lil-Miiusili or Ins holier Ihmhitu, to 
requite lum to accompany a difficult snug on a lulu piiiposely untuned As a 
(pnrlialj modem instance of the piacUcc lefeucd to in Um tost, tuny Jm <ited 
l’agamni'scustom of lowering or laismg dm ii suing nf lliti violin in playing 
ceitam of his own con ip os i Lions, Acroiding lo the Kitab el-Aghain Jsii.u: 
cl-iMaubili is said to liavo familiniised himself, by incessant nuiLiuo, with the 
evact sounds pioduccd by eacli division of die strings ol Mm inm-emmm Inin 
ot his day, tindei evciy imaginable rncu instance nf tuning M It Is u-m'lluhJo 
that Mr rayne does not give us moi o of such no| es. 
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befallen me of my affair, weeping the while., and the damsel made 
loud wail fiom behind the cut tain. The Ilaslntm wept with sore 
weeping, he and his brcllueu, for pity of me, and he said, “By 
Allah, I have noL drawn near this damsel nor enjoyed her, nor 
liave I even lieaul her smg Lill this day I I am a man to whom 
Allah hath been ample and I came to Baghdad hut to hear singing 
and sutdc my allowances of the Commander of the FaUlifuh I 
accomplished both by needments and being about to letiun home, 
said to myself, * Lot us hear soinowhaLof the singing of Baghdad,’ 
Wherefoio I bought this damsel, knowing not that such was the 
case with you twain ; aud I Lake Allah to witness that when I 
reach Bassoiah 1 will free her and marry her to thee and assign 
you wh.^i shall suflice you, and more ; buL on condition that, when¬ 
ever I have a mind Lu hoar music, a curtain shall be hung foi hei, 
and she shall sing to mo from behind it, and thou shalt be of the 
numbel of my bi etlnon and boon companions. 11 Hereat I rejoiced, 
and the ltashimi put Ins head within the cm tain and said to her, 
“ Will LliaL content thee?” wheieupon she fell to blessing and 
thanking him. Then ho called a servant and said to him, “Take 
llus young man and do off his clothes and lobe him m costly 
aliment and incense him 1 and biing him back Lo us." So the 
scivanL did with me as his master bade him and brought me back 
Lo him, and served me with wine, even as the icsL of the com¬ 
pany. Then the damsel began singing after the goodliest fashion 
and chan led these couplets :— 

They blamed me for causing my tears to well * When came my beloved 
Lu bid fine well: 

They ne’er lasted the biUeifl of parting nor felt * lure beneath my ribs- 
that llamcs fierce and fell I 

None but bullied lover knows aught of Love, * Whose licaxfc is lost 
where he wont Ln dwell. ■ 

The folk rejoiced in, her sung with exceeding joy and my gladness 
redoubled, so LliaL I took the lute fiom the damsel, and pi eluding 
after the most melodious fashion, sang these couplets:— 

Ask (if needs thou ask) the Compassionate, * And the generous donor 
of high estate. 

For asking the noble, honours man, * And asking the churl entaiLs bane 
and bate. 

When abasement is not Lo be ‘scaped by wight * Meet It asking boons 
of the good find gical. 

Of Gian clou to sue ne’er shall vilify man, * But 'tis vile on the vile of 
mankind to ’wait, 


i Sec night dcclxxill for the uso of these fumigations. 
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The company lejoicecl in me with joy exceeding and they ceased 
not fioin pleasure and delight, whilst anon 1 sang and anon the 
damsel, till we came to one of the landing-places, where the vessel 
moored and ail on boaid disemlimbed and 1 with them. Now I 
was drunken with wine and squalled on my hums to make water; 
but drowsiness oveicame 111c and I slept, and the passengers re¬ 
turned to the ship which ran down stream without any missing 
me, for that they also weie diuiiken, and continued their voyage 
till'they reached Hassorah. As for me I awoke not till the heat 
of the sun moused me, when I lose and looked about me, but saw 
no one. Now I had given my spending-money to the damsel and 
had naught left: I had also forgotten to ask the Ilasliimi his name 
and where lus house was at Unssornh and his lilies ; thus I was 
confounded and my joy at mooting the damsel had been IniL a 
dream i and I abode hi peiplexity till Lhcio came up a great vessel 
wherein I embarked and she cm lied me to Jiassoiuh. Now 1 
knew none there, much loss the Hashimi’s house, so 1 .wrested 

a grocer and taking of him ink-case and paper,-And Hinduazad 

peiceived the dawn of day and ceased saying hot pet nulled say. 

/3otu tufjnt ft turns t[ic CtiffSt Ijimtu'ch nuti JlHiiiftiiutliitf) jRlfljjt, 

She said, It hath leached me, () auspicious King, that when the 
Baghdad man who owned the maid enleied Nassomli, lu* was 
petplexed fot not knowing the llashimi’s hmi.v:. So l accosted 
(said he) a giocer and, taking of him ink-case and paper, sat down 
to write, I-Ie admiied my handwriting and seeing my tlruis stained 
and soiled, questioned me of my case, to which I replied that I 
was a stiangei and poor. Quoth lie, " Wilt thou abide with me 
and order the accounts of my shop and I will give then thy food 
and clothing and half a diiham a day for ouleiing the* accmnpls r»f 
my shop?" and quoth I, " 'Xis well," and abode with him and 
kept his accounts and ordered lus income and expendituie lm a 
month, at the end of which lie found lus ineoino ineieased and his 
dishursemenls diminished; wheielore lie thanked me and intuit* 
my wage a diiham a day. When the year was onL, lie piupcmod 
to me to many his daughter and become his paitnei in the shnj). 
I agreed to this and went nr to my wile and applied mu to the 
shop. But I was broken in heml and spiiil, and giief was mani¬ 
fest upon me ; and the gmcci used to diink ami invite mu thereto, 
but I refiaincd for melancholy. I abode on this wise (wo years 
till, one day, as I sat in the shop, behold, llieio passed by a paicel 
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of people with meal and drink, and I asked the grocer what was 
the matter. Quoth he, il This is the day of the pleasure-makeis, 
when all the musicians and clanceis of the town go foatli wiLh the 
young men of fotliuie Lo the banks of the Ubullali rivei 1 unci eat 
and diink among the lices theicT The spirit prompted me io 
solace myself with the sight of this thing, and I said m my mind, 
"Haply among these people I may foigather with liei I loved' 
So I told the grocer that I hud a mind to this, and lie said, 14 Up 
and go with them an thou please.” He made me ready meat and 
dunk, and I went till I came to the Rivei of Ubullali, when, behold, 
the folk were going away; I also was about to follow, when I 
espied the Rais of the bade wheiciu the Hashimi had been with 
the damsel, and he was going along the liver. I died out to 
him and hw company, who know me and took me on hoatrl with 
them and said tome, “AiL thou yet alive? 1 ' and Lhey embmeed 
me and questioned me of my case. 1 told them my tale and they 
said, “ Indeed, we thought that drunkenness had gotten the better 
of thee and that thou hadsl fallen into thcwaUu and wastdiowned. M 
Then I asked them of the damsel and Lhey answcicd, M When she 
came to know of thy loss she iont her 1 fitment and burnt the lute, 
and fell to buffeting herself and lamenting, and when we relumed 
with the Hashimi to J lassmah wo said to hei, " Leave this weeping 
and wailing." Quoth she, u I will don black and make me a tomb 
beside the house and abide thereby and repent from singing. 2 
We allowed liei so lo do and on thiswise she abideth to this day," 
Then they can led mo to the Ilasliimi’s house, wheie I saw the 
damsel as Lhey had said. When she espied me, she cned out a 
great ciy, molhmight she had died, and J embiacfid hei with a 
long embrace. Then said, the Hashimi tome, 11 Take her 1 '; and I 
said, u 'Tis well: hut do thou free hoi and uecouling to thy 
promise many hoi io me.' 1 Accordingly lie did tins and gave us 
costly goods and stole of lainicnL and furniture and five bundled 
dinars, saying, 11 This is the amount of that which I purpose to 
allow you eveiy month, but on condition that thou be my cup- 
companion, and that I hoai the girl sing when I will.” FuitUer- 


r In t lie Mac Kdit. "Aylah " foi Ubullali, the latter is one of tlieinnii- 
mcwiblc canals, leading fiom basso l. ill to Ubullali-town, a distance of twelve 
miles Us banks are the favourite pkiwmc-iesoi t of the townsfolk, being 
built ovei with villas and pavilions (now no moic) and the oicharclb .seem to 
kuiii one gieal pardon, nil confined by one wall, Sco JaubuitS translation of 
Al-Idimi, vol, j pp yi8-(ly The Ayl.ili, a Irlbulaty of the Tigris, waters (I 
have noted) the (Trillions of IhisSomh 

2 Mu^ic having been forbidden by Mohammed, who believed with the 
vulgar that llm Devil lias noma Dung to do with it Even Paganuii could nut 
escape ,suspicion in the nineteenth coiitmy. 
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more, he assigned us piivate quarters and bade transport Uiithoi 
all our need , so, when I went to the house, I found it tilled full of 
furniture and stuffs, and carried Lhodnmscl Uiithoi. Tlu-n I betook 
me to the giocer, and told him all that had bolidcsd me, begging 
him to hold me guiltless fof divorcing his dmightei, without offence 
on her part; and I paid hm her dowry 1 and what else behoved 
me. 9 I abode with the Hashmu in this way Lwo ycats, and 
became a man of great wealth and was lestoml to the fmmm 
estate of prosperity whciein I had been at JJaghdad, I and the 
damsel. And indeed Allah the Ikmntdul put an end to out 
troubles and loaded tis with the gifts of good fortune and caused 
our patrence to result m the attainment of our desire; wherefore 
to Him be the praise in this world and Iho next whereto wo are 
i eturning. 8 And among the tales men tell is that of 


KING JALI’AD OF HIND AND IIIS WAZIR 
SHIMAS; FOLLOWED 11Y TIIE HISTORY 
OF KING WIND ICHAN, SON OF KING 
JALI’AD, WITH HIS WOMEN AND W A KIRS, 1 


There was once in days of yoio and in ages and limaq long gmin 
before, in llie land of Hind, a mighty King, tall of piosoiiCd and 
fair of favour and goodly of paiLs, noble of naUun and gonoious, 
beneficent to the pool and loving lohis lieges and to all lliopenplo 
of his realm. His name was jaliYid and nuclei his hand wote two 
(ind-seventy Kings and in his cities three* hundred and fifty Kazhs, 

i The M Mfihr/ 1 or Ajab dowry coil his tq of two pai'La, om* mid daw n on 
consummation and the other ngicrcl to bo paid to the wile, cnnlinj'rntly upon 
hei being divoiced by her husband. If .slic ilivoico him this pm (inn, wliioh 
is gcneially less than the hair, cannot ho claimed by Jun ; and 1 have n-lainl 
the Persian abomination which compels Iho woman to Hand Act) lici ij^hts 
See vol 111 night ccxvi, 

a ic the cost of hoi maintenance dining the Ann moutln nf nlngl<- 
blessedness which must, or ought to, elapse before iihu can legally many 
again. 

^ Lane translates most incompletely, " To Him. then, he pr.ilso. Hint and 
last 1 11 

4 Lane omits because it is ‘'osticmcly peiirilo M this most dial aUh u >tir tale, 
one of the two oldest in The Nights, which Al-Mns'udi mo ill Lons as btdnngint' 
to the Hazdr ALfuicli (see Tcinunal KssJiy). Vun Hammer (Prolan) hi 
T rdbnlien's translation, p wv) rcfeis the fables to an Indian (Kgyptian ?) 
origin, and remarks, "sons 1c rapport do Icui nnlhpiiti; el do In moialo riu 1 il4 
renfeiment, dies ineiilont la plus grande aitcuUun, nuua il'iin juilio cOte dim 
no sout neii moms qu‘ amiuaulos." 
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He had three score and ten Wazirs and over every ten of them 
he set a premier- The cliiefcst of all his mmisteis was a man 
called Shiiruis 1 who was then 3 twa-and-twenty years old, a 
statesman of pleasant presence and noble nature, sweet of 
speech and ready in reply; shiewd in all manner of business, 
skilful withal and sagacious for all his tender age, a man of good 
counsel and fine manucis, vcised in all aits and sciences and 
accomplishments; and the King loved him with exceeding love 
and clieushcd him by reason of his proficiency in eloquence and 
rhetoric and the art of government, and for that which Allah had 
given him of compassion and brooding care 3 with his lieges, for 
he was a King just in his kingship and a piotectoi of Ins 
peoples, constant in beneficence to greaL and small, and giving 
them that winch befitted them of good governance and bounty and 
piolection and security, and a lighfcencr of their loads in taxes 
and tithes, And indeed he was loving to them each and every, 
high and low, oiltLeating them with kindness and solicitude and 
governing them in such goodly guise as none had done before 
him. Bui, with all this, Almighty Allah had not blessed him 
with a child, and this was grievous to him and to the people of 
his reign, It chanced, one night, as Jali'ad 4 lay in his bed, 
occupied with anxious thought of the issue of the affair of Ins 
Kingdom, that sleep oveicame him and he dreamt that he pouied 

water upon the rooLs of a tree.-And Shahrazad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased fco say her permitted say, 

Siohi toljcit It \mi s ilje JQlnc fttmtfirtrty Jajffljb 

She continued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
King saw himself in his vision penning water upon tho roots of a 
tree, about which were many oLlier Uccs; and la and behold 1 
there came fine out of this tree and burnt up every growth which 
encompassed it; wheneupon Jalfiad awoke affrighted and trem¬ 
bling, and calling ono of his pages said to him, " Go fetch the 
Wazii Shimns in all haste,” So lie betook himself to Shimas 
and said lo him, 11 The King callclh Tol thee fortluight because 


1 Lime (iii. 579) wntes Ihcwoid ^Shommas 11 . the Bied Edit, (vni. t) 
M Shimas." 

2 i.e, when tho Lalo begins. 

3 Arab, 11 Kluife drooping thawing as a biooding bud, In the 

Koinn (!vil 88} "lowcnng the wmg " =denicaiung oneself gcntJy 

.j The Ihcjs Edit (viit 3,) writes ; TiCTmlicn (ni, 1) u ie roi 

Djilia " 

VOL. VII. 


IJ 



134 


Alf Lay Fall wn Lay Foil. 


he hath awoke ftom his sleep in affright and hath sent me to 
bring thee to him in haste." When Shimas heard this, lie aiose 
without stay or delay, and going to the King found him seated on 
his bed. He piostralcd linnsclf before him, wishing him pei- 
manencc of glory and prosperity, and said, " May Allah not 
cause thee grief, O King I What hath tumbled thee this night, 
and what is the cause of thy seeking mo thus in haste?” The 
King bade him be sealed; and as soon as ho sal down began 
telling his tale and said to hnn, “I have dreamt this mglil a 
dieam which lernfied me, and 'twas, that melhougliL I poured 
water upon the mots of a tree where-.about woie many oLlier lines 
and as I was thus engaged, lo and behold ! lire issued thru'fiom 
and biuiiL up all the giowths that wcic around it; wheiefoie I 
was afl’ughted ancl feai toolc me. Then [ awoke and sent Lo hid 


thee to me, because of thy knowledge and skill in the lnlcmiuUi- 
lion of diearns and of thal which I know of the va.slnoss of Lliy 
wisdom and the gi cam css of thine under standing.” At this .Sliimas 
the Wazii bowed his head gruundwaul.s awliile ami presently 
laising it, smiled; so the King said to Inm, " What dcomest thou, 
0 Shimas? Tell me the liuth of the mallei and hide naught 
from me.” Answered Shimas, “ O King, verily Allah Almighty 
granteth thee thy wish and coololh thine eyes ; lor the mallei t ,f 
this dieam presageth all good, lo wiL, that the hold will bless 
thee with a son, who shall inherit the kingdom liom then alien 
thy long life, But theie is somewhat else I de.slu: nut to 
expound at Lhis present, seeing that the time is not favmuahlo 
for interpretation.” The King rejoiced in these winds with 
exceeding joy, and great was his contentment; his trouble 
departed from him, his mind was at rest, and he said, “II tho mho 
be thus of the happy presage of my dream, do tlmu eomploLo to 
me its exposition when the lilting time bclnleth : fox that which it 
behovetli not to expound to mo nmv, it hehovetli that thou 
expound to me when iLs time coinclh, so my joy limy he fulfilled, 
because I seek naught in this save the appioof ol Allah (extolled 
and exalted be He!).” Now when the YVazir Shimas saw Unit 
the King W as mgenl to have the rest of Llui exposition, he 
put lum oft with a pictcxt; hut Jali'ad assembled all the 
astrologers and inleip.etcis of dreams of his iculm and ;is soon ;w 
they weie in the presence related Lo them his vision, saying, “1 
esue you to tell me Lhe true intcipietatioti of this.” Whmumxm 
one of them came forward and craved the King's permission Lo 
speak, whreh being granted, ho said, “Know.O K.ng, that thy 
YUzu Shimas is nowise unable to inleipiet this thy diciiiin ; hut 
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lie shrank from troubling thy repose: wherefoie he disclosed not 
unto tliec the whole thereof: but, ail thou suffer me to speak, I 
will expose to tliee that which he concealed from thee.” The 
King replied, 41 Spealc without respect for persons, O interprets, 
and be truthful in thy speech.” The intetpretersaid, c< Know, then, 
O JGug, that there will be boin to thee a boy-child who shall 
inherit the Kingship from thee, aftei tby long life ; but he shall 
not order himself towards the lieges after thy fashion , nay, he shall 
transgress thine ordinances and oppress thy subjects, and there 
shall befall him whaL befell the Mouse with the Cat 1 ; and I seek 
refuge with Almighty Allah 2 1 ” The King asked, “ But what is 
the story of the Cat and the Mouse ? ” and theintcipteter answered 
11 May Allah piolong the King's life! They tell the following 
tale of 


TIIE MOUSE AND TIIE CAT," 

A Grimalkin, that is to say, a Cat, went out one night to a 
ceitain garden* in search of what she might devour, but found 
nothing and became weak for the excess of cold and run that 
pi availed that night. So she sought foi some device wheieby to 
save licrsolf. As she piowled about in search of prey, she espied 
a nest at the foot of a tree; and diawmg near unto it, sniffed 
thereat and pimed till she scented a Mouse within and went 
round about it, seeking to enter and seizfc the inmate. When the 
Mouse smelt the Cat, he turned .his bade to her and scraped up 
the eailh wiLli his forehand, to stop the ncst-door against her; 
whereupon she assumed a weakly voice and said, f< Why dost thou 
thus, O my brother ? I conic to seek refuge with thee, hoping 
that thou wilt take piLy on me and haibour me in thy nest this 
night; for I am weak beeaxise of the gieatness of my age and the 
loss of my strength, and can haidly move, I have ventured into 
thy garden to-night, and how many a time have 1 called upon 
death that. I might be at rest from this pain ! Behold, lieie am 
I at thy door, prostrate from cold and rain and I beseech thee, by 
Allah, lake of thy charity my hand and bring me in with thee 


X W\<n sequel shows, the better title would be, "The Cat and the 
Mouse," as in (lie beading of tlio Mac Edit, and " What befell the Cal with 
tlie Mouro,” as a punishment foi tyiaimy, Bui all tlnee Edits read as an the 
ft!\L 4 and I have not cared to change it. In olu European adaptations the 
m uise becomes a rat 

2 So that I may not como to grief by thus daring to foretell evil things. 
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and give me shelLei in the vestibule of thy nest; for I am a 
stranger and welched, and ’tis said:—'Whoso shell ci el h asliangcr 
and a -wretched one in his home his shelLei shall he I’aiiuliso on 
the Day of Doom. And thou, O my biolhei, it behovclh thee 
to earn eternal rewaul by succoming me aiul suftoiing me abide 
w ilh thee this night till the morning, when I will wend my way.” 

_And Shaluazad petceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 

her permitted say. 

Bolu tofjrn it tons tl;c Blue IJjiinhfrti intH JFlvcit Bljyljt, 

She pursued, It hath icached me, O auspicious King, that quoth 
the Cat to the Mouse, "So suflei me to night with thee this liighL, 
after which I will wend my way.” Hearing these woids the 
Mouse replied, 11 How shall I suffer thee entci my nest seeing 
-that thou ait my naluial foe and lliy food is of my flesh ? 1 udml 

I fear leslthou false me, for that is of thy nature and there is no 
faith in thee, and the byword saith:—IL boffLlcLli not Lo onliusl a 
lecher with a fair woman, noi a moneyless man with money, lim¬ 
ine with fuel. Neithei doth it behove mo to entrusL myself to 
thee, and 'tis said:—Enmity of kind, as the enemy himself 
groweth weaker,giowethstrongei." The Cat made answer in the 
faintest voice, as she were in the most pilcous cases, saying, “ What 
thou advancest of admonitory instances is the tllilh, and i deny 
not my olfences againsl thee ; but I beseech thee Lo paw Ion that 
which is past of the enmity of kind between mo and thee; for 
’tis said .—Whoso foigivelh a ciealine like himself, his Crcinloi 
will fotgtve him his sins. Tis Hue that whilomo I was thy foe, 
bul here I am a suitor foi lliy friendship, and they say;—An thou 
wilt have thy foe become Lhy friend, do with him good. O my 
brother, I swear to tlice by Allah and make a binding covenant 
with thee that I will hiul thee nevcimoio and foi the bosL of 
reasons, to wit, that I have no power there Lo; whorefoie place, lhy 
trust in Allah and do good and accept my oath and rovonanL.” 
Quoth the Mouse, ,f Iiow can I accept the covenant of one between 
whom and me there is a rooted cmmty, and whose wonl it n, lo 
deal treacheiously by me ? Were llic feud between us might ImL 
one of blood, Lius weie light to me ; lull it is au enmity of kind 
between souls, and it is said Whoso tins Let li himself to his foe 

i Aral) "AfV’pl Atil’i=tf</«s, both being derived fiom O. Kj'ypl. Ilfi, 
a worm, snake Af'A is. applied lo ninny species of Uui Uugov' npludiu, all 
supposed to be venomous, and synonymous with "Sail" (a umlifiiaiU viimi) 
in Al-Mutalanums See Piestou's AMI.um, p. 101. 
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is as one who thrustelh hand into a serpent's 1 mouth." Quoth 
the Cat, full of wrath, u My breast is strait and my soul is faint : 
indeed I am in articulo mortis, and ere long I shall die at thy door 
and my blood will be on thy head, for that thou haclsL it in thy 
power to save me in mine extremity ; and this is my last word to 
thee.” Herewith the fear of Allah Almighty overcame the Mouse 
and mill gat hold upon his heart and he said in himself, c « Whoso 
would have the succoul of Allah the Most High against his foe, 
let him entreat linn with compassion and ldndness show, I rely 
upon the Almighty in this matter and will deliver this Cat from 
this her strait and earn the divine rewnid for her,” So he went 
forth and dragged into his nest the Cat, where she abode till she 
was rested and somewhat strengthened and restoied, when she 
began to bewail her weakness and wasted stLength and want of 
gossips. The Mouse entreated her in friendly guise and comforted 
her and busied himself with her service; but she crept along till 
she got command of the issue of the nest, lest Lho Mouse should 
escape. So when the nesL-owner would have gone out aftei his 
wont, he drew near the Cat ; whereupon she seized him and taking 
him in her claws, began to brie him and shake him and take him 
in her mouth and JifL him up and cast him down and run after 
him and crunch him and toLUuc him. 1 The Mouse cried out for 
help, beseeching deliverance of Allah, and begun to upbraid the 
Cut, saying, " Where is the covenant thou madest with me and 
where are the oaths thou swarest to me ? Is this my reward from 
thee ? I brought thee into my nest and tilisted myscJf to thee; 
but sooth he speakelh that sailh :—Whoso rclieth on liis enemy's 
promise desiieth noL salvation for himself, And again ;•—Whoso 
confidelh himself Lo bis foe deseiveth his own destruction. Yet 
do I pul my trust in my Creator, for Pie will deliver me from 
thee,” Now as lie was in this condition, with the Cat about to 
pounce 011 him and devour hun, behold, up came a huntsman, 
with hunting dogs tiained to the chase. One of tlic hounds 
passed by the month of the nest, and hearing a great scuffling, 
thought that within was a fox tearing somewhat; so he crept into 
the hole, to get at him, and coming upon the Cat, seized on her. 
When she found heiself in the dog's clutches, she was forced 
to take thought auenL saving herself, and loosed the Mouse alive 
and whole without wound. Then Lho hound brake her neck am! 


X 'rhte apparently needles cruelty of all the feline race ia a strong weapon 
in tlio linnil of the Eastern " Dahri,” who holds that the world is God ana is 
governed by its own laws, in opposition lo the religionists believingin A Persona 1 
Deity, whom, moreover, they style the McicUu], the Compassionate, etc 
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'liafMinjr hei foilh of the hole Ibtew her down do.id: and thus 
was exemplified the tiulh of the saying, " Who hath compassion 
shall at the last be compassionated. Whoso oppiessoin shall 
-presently be oppressed.” “This, Lhen, O King,” added U* mid- 
pi eter, “ is what befell the Mouse and the Cal, mid loaohelh thill 
none should break faith wilh those who put tinsl in him i h\ who- 
evei doth peifidy and treason, Ihcio shall befall liun the hke ol 
that which befell the Cat. As a man mole 111 , so shall U be meted 
unto him, and he who belakelh himself to good shall gain his 
eternal ie\\ aid. But gueve thou not, neither let this trouble thee, 
0 King, lor that assuredly thy son, nflei his tyranny and oppres¬ 
sion, shall letum to the goudhness of lliy policy. And I would 
that yon learned man, thy Wazii Shinias, had concealed fioni then 
naught m that which he expounded unto thee ; and this had been 
welhad vised of him, fdL Tis said,—Those of the folk who most 
abound in fear a re Lhe amplest of Ilium in knowledge and the 
most emulous of good." The King received the iuLfirpiuliVs 
speech with submission and gifted him and his fellows with lieh 
gjfts; then, dismissing them he arose and willuliew to his own 
apartments and fell to pondering the issue of his afJuii, When 
night came, he went in to one of his women who was most in 
favour with him and dearest to him ol Llmm .all, mul lay with 
hei '* and ere some foul months had passed oven hoi, Llio child 
suited in her womb, Avhereat she ltyoired with joy exceeding and 
told the King Quoth he, n My dream said sooth, by Allah the 
Helper I” and he lodged hei in the gondlihsL i>f lodgings anil 
entreated her with all honour, bcsLmving on hei store oi noli gifts 
and manifold boons. Then he sent one nf his pages to fetch liis 
Wazii Shinias, and as soon as lie was in the presence, told tho 
Minister whnt had betulecl, rejoicing and saying, 11 My duuun is 
come hue ancl I have Avon my wi&h. Tl may lie this builhen Avill 
be a man-child and inhei.il the Kingslup after me; what s.iyest 
thou of this, O Shimas ? " lUiL he was silent and made no jeply ; 
whereupon cried the King, u Wlmt ailetii time llniL Lhon rojoueth 
not m my joy ancl letumesL me no answer? J)olh the thing 
mislike thee, O Shinias ? M Hei eat tlu; Wa/n pinsLialril himself 
before him and said, u 0 King, may Allah piolong thy iilu I 
Wlml availeth it to sit under the shade oJ u tine, ll there issue 
lire theiefioiu, and what is the delight of one who diinkelh puie 
Avine, if he be choked Lheieby; and Avliat doth it pLoiit to ijunicJi 
one's thiist AVith sweet cool water, if one be drowned Llnnein, ? 
I am Allah's scivanl and thine, 0 King, but there are three 
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things 1 whereof it bcsiUetli 116 L the understanding Lo speak, till 
they be accomplished; to wit, the wayfaier, till he return from 
his way p the man who is in fighL, till he have overcome lus foe, 

and the pregnant woman, till she have cast her bui then.-And 

Shahrazad pciceived the dawn of clay and ceased to b'iy her 
pennitted say, 

iSiolu tofjni it luntf tjjc Jl3ine Jjjinitrictr mxtj Sproirti JEHgjit, 

She resumed, It hath icached me, O auspicious King, that after 
Slumas had cmimeiatcd lo Lhc King the three things whereof it 
besitteth not the nndcistanding to speak save after they are done, 
he continued, f< For know, O King, that he who speaketh of 
aught before its accomplishment is like the Fakir who had hung 
over his head the jar of clarified butter/ 2M tl What is the story 
of the Fakir, ” asked the King, " and what happened to him? 1 ’ 
Answered the Wnzir, “O King, they tell this tale anent 


THE FAKIR AND IIIS JAR OF BUTTER?" 


A Fakir . 1 abode once with one of the nobles of a ceitain town, 
who made him a daily allowance of three scones and a little 
clarified butter and honey. Now such butter was dear m 
those parts and the Devotee laid all that came to him together 
in a jar ho had, fill he filled if and luvng it up over his head 
for safe keeping. One night, as I 10 sat on his bed, staff in 
hand, he fell nun using upon the butter and the greatness of its 
price and said in liimself:—Needs must I sell all this butter 
I have by mo and buy wiLli the price an ewe and take to partner 


r lhc tlueo flunks not to be pi .used befom death in Southern Buropc are 
n. horse, a piie^L and a woman ; and it has become a popular saying that only 
fools pmphesy hnfoie the event 

2 Anil), " Sam in "=5 butler melted and skimmed Secvol I night xv 

3 Tins is a mere reclnvnfie of the Barber’s tale or his Fifth Brothor (vol i 
night xwii) In addition to Lho authoiities theie cited I rmiy mention the 
school ictUling-lcsson in Addison's Spectator derived from Gallrmcl's veLSion 
nl 11 Aliin'idiar mid his basket of Glass ", the Pci* tan veision of the Hi to pa- 
desa or " Anw&i-i-Suhuyli (Bights of Canapes) by Ilusayn Ya’i l , the Foolish 
Sac hall of 11 Indian Fzmy Tales 11 (lUiab Stokes), the allusion in Rabelais to 
Lho fate of Lhc " Shoemaker and lus pitcher of milk 11 and the "Dialogues of 
cicriliues momliscd 11 (151G), whence probably L?1 Fontaine diow Ins, fable, 
11 1 .a Laituae ct le Pot tui tail," 

4 Ainb "Njisik," a leligious, a mail of Allah ftoin Nask, devotion; 
somewhat like Siilik (DabisLui, ill. 251), 
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therein a Fellah 1 -fellow who hath a rain. The fiist year she will 
bear a male lamb and a female, and the second a female and a 
male, mid these in their turn will bear other males and other 
females, nor will they give over bearing females and males, till 
they become a great roaUer. Then will I lake my share and Vend 
thereof what I will. The males I will sell and buy with them 
bulls and cows, which will also incioaso and multiply and 
become many; after winch X will purchase such a piece of land 
and plant a garden therein and build Iheioou a mighty fme' J 
palace. Moieovcv, I will got me robes and raiment and slaves 
and sla-ve-girls and hold a wedding never was soon the Jilco 
thereof. I will slaughter calLle and make rich meats and 
sweetmeats and confections and assemble all the musicians and 
mimes and mountebanks and playcr-foIlc, and after pioviding 
flowets and perfumes and all manner sweet heubfl I will bid iich 
and poor, Fakirs and Olcma, captains and lords of the land, and 
whoso nsketh for aught, I will cause it to be brought him; and 1 
wilt make ready all manner of meat and think and send out a 
crier to cry aloud and say, “Whoso scckcth might, let him ask 
and get it.” Lastly, I will go in to my bride after her unveiling, and 
enjoy her beauty and loveliness; and I will cat and drink and 
make merry, and say to myself, “ Verily, thou hast won thy wish,” 
and will rest from devotion and divine woislnp. Then in duo Limn 
my wife will bear me a boy, and I shall rejoice in him and make 
banquets in his honour and lenr him daintily and loach him 
philosophy and mathematics and poll to leltois, 1 so that I shall 
make his name renowned among men and glmy in him among 
the assemblies of the learned; and I wilt bid him do good, and ho 
shall not gainsay me; and I will forbid him final Icwdnoss and 
iniquity and exhoit him to piety and the piaclico of righteous¬ 
ness ; and I will bestow on him rich and goodly gifts; and, if I sou 
him obsequious in obedience, I will redouble my bounties tow.iids 
him; but, an I see him incline to disobedience, I will coma down on 
him with this staff. So saying, he laised lii.s hand to boat liis son 
withal, but the staff hit the jar of butler which overhung his head, 
and brake it; w hereupon the shards fell upon him and the butter 

1 The well-known Egyptian team for a peasant, a husbandman, ostnmlJiiif 
from the J’lile to beyond Mount Atlas 

2 This is again, I note, the slang sense of 11 ’A/im,” wliich iji classical 
Arabic means timply great 

3 A ia b « Aclab ", s ee vol, 1 , night xiii, li also Implies mental (list-inline, 
Jhe culture which leads to excellence, good ninimcra, and ifourf morals ; mul it 
is sometimes synonymous with lUeicuy skill and scholaxbhtp *■ lUn al-AdnV 1 
&a y t * ^ a J l Khalfab (Lane's Lex ), 11 is the science whcieby man LMiauh ugaiiLSt 
ertor in the language of the Aiabs spoken or \miloiiP* 
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ran down upon his head, his rags and his beard- So his clothes 
and bed 'were spoiled, and he became a caution to wlioso will be 
cautioned. Cl Wlicrefoie, O King," added the Wazn, “it behoveLh 
not a man to speak of aught ere it come to pass,” Answered the 
King, “Thou sayest sooth I Fair fall thee for a Wazirl Verily the 
tiutli thou speakest and righteousness thou counscllest. Indeed, 
thy rank with me is such as thou couldst wish, 3 and thou shalt 
never cease to be accepted of me.” Theienpon the Wazir pros¬ 
trated himself before the King and wished him permanence of 
prosperity, saying, "Allah prolong thy days and thy lank upraise I 
Know that I conceal from thee naught nor in private nor in public 
aught; thy pleasure is my pleasure, and thy displeasure my dis- 
pleasure* There is no joy for me save in thy joyance and I cannot 
sleep o’ nights an thou be angered against me, for that Allah the 
Most High hath vouchsafed me all good tluough thy bounties to 
mo; wheicforc I beseech the Almighty to guard thee with His 
angels, and to malic fair thy lcwnrd whe-nas thou incetest Him," 1 
The King lqjoiced in this, whcieupon Shnnas arose and went out 
fiom before him. In due time the King's wife bate a male child, 
and the messengers hastened lo bear the glad tidings and to con- 
gialulalc the Sovian, who lejoiced iheiein with joy exceeding and 
thanked all with abundant thanks, saying, " AlhamdoliJIah—laud 
to the Hold—Who hath vouchsafed mo n son after I had despaiied, 
for He is pitiful and ruthful to His servants." Then he wrote to 
all the lieges of his land, acquainting them with the good news, 
and bidding them to his capital; and gieat weie the rejoicings and 
festivities in all the realm, Accordingly, there came Emirs and 
Captains, Grandees and Sagos, Olema and literati, scientists and 
phiJosopheis from eveiy quarter to the palace, and all presenting 
themselves hofoie tlie King, company after company, according to 
their diiTeient degiees, gave him joy, and he bestowed largesse 
upon them. Then he signed to the seven chief Warns, whose 
head was Shimns, to speak, each aftei the measure of his wisdom, 
upon the matter which concerned him the most. So the Grand 
Wazir Sliimas began and sought leave of the King to speak, which 
being granted, lie spako as follows 11 : “Praised be Allah Who 
bi ought us into existence fiom non-existence and Who favoured] 
Ilis servanLs with Kings that observe justice and equity in that 
wherewith He hath invested them of rule and dominion, and who 
act lightcously with that which He appointed! at theu hands of 

1 i I cstGGin tluic as them deservest. 

2 Tlie style is intended to be worthy of the statesman In my M Jilissjon 
to Dnhomc 11 the render will find many a similai scene, 
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provision for their lieges; find most especially our Sovereign by 
whom He hath quickened the deadness of our land, with IhnL 
which He hath confencd upon us of bounties, and hath blessed us 
of His protection with ease of life and tranquilllLy and fail dealing! 
What King did ever with his folk that which this King hath done 
with us in fulfilling’ oui needs and giving'us oni dues, and doing us 
justice, one of other, and in abundant carefulness over us and 
ledrest of our wrongs? Indeed, it is of the favour of Allah to 
the people that their King be assiduous in enduring llioir affairs 
and in defending them from their foes; for the end of the enemy’s 
intent is to subdue his enemy and hold him in his hand; and 
many peoples 1 2 bring tlioir sons as servants unto Kings, ami they 
become with them in the stead of slaves, to the intent that they 
may repel ill-willcis fiom them. 3 * * * * As foi us, no enemy hath 
trodden our soil in the clays of this our King, by mason of this 
passing good fortune and exceeding happiness, that no dosniher 
may avail to describe, for indeed it is above and beyond all 
description. And verily, 0 King, thou ail worthy of this highest 
happiness, and we are under thy safeguard ami in the shadow of 
thy wings, may Allah make fail thy rowaul and piolong 111}' Jif« n I 
Indeed, we have leng been diligent in RupplirAlien to Allah 
Almighty that He would vouchsalo an answer tn mu players and 
continue time to us and gumL thee a viituoiis son, to be Iho ronltli 
of thine eyes: and now Allah (extolled and exalted he He!) hath 

accepted of us and replied to our pctiLmn ”-And Slmhiuzad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying hoi permitted say. 

J3oto lullc it It to i/jc jQlitc IJjimtJvrii 1 11 ft JiiJIjyfjt, 

She said, Ifc hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Hbimas 
the Wazlr said to the King, 11 And now Almighty Allah hath 
accepted of us and answered oui petition and Inouglil us spmly 
relief, even as He did to Lhe Fishes in the pond nl water T Thu 
King asked, 11 And how was that, and what is Lhe tale ? M and 
Shimas answered him, t( Hear, O King Lhe sioiy of 

1 The Biesl. Edit, (vol viii 22} reads "Tuik, “ oi '■ Tlio Tin k " m lieu or 
■’ many peoples 11 

2 i v the parents 

3 The humour of this eupluustic W.uaiiiil speech, pmpnsely made some- 

what pompous, is Lhe conhast between the unhappy Mini ,uuS piaiM-. and tlio 

refillt of lus prognostication, I cannot vtsfiam Jmin < uiiipliniuiiLinj/ All Pavno 

ipnn the adinihibla way In which he has itLlnekod and nu-.u’ml all tho 

hlDciiUics oi lla absLi user passages, 
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THE FISHES AND THE CRAB: 

In ft ceilain place there was a piece of walei, wheicin dwell a 
number of Fishes, and it befell that the pond dwindled away and 
shrank and wasted, till there leiuaineth barely enough to suffice 
them and they were nigh upon death and said, “Wlut will become 
of us ? How shall we con luvo and of whom shall we seek counsel 
lor our dciiveiance ? * 1 Thereupon arose one of them, who was the 
ckiefostni wit and age, and cried, “There is nothing will serve us 
save that wc seek salvation of AlJali; but let us consult the Crab 
and ask his advice; so come yo all 1 and hie we him wards and 
heai his redes, foi indeed lie is the clucfesl and wisest of us all In 
coming upon the Until.” Kadi and cvciy approved of the Fish’s 
advice and betook themselves in a body to the Ciab, whom they 
iound squill Led in his hole, without news ol knowledge of their 
strait. So they saluted him with the salam and said, “ O oiu lord, 
d >lh not our affuu concern thee, who ai'L uiler and the head of us ? ,r 
The Ciab leLmned their salutation, replying, “And upon you be 
The Peace I Whirl aileLh you and what d'ye want? " So they told 
him their case and the slmil whoiem they were by reason of the 
wastage of the water, and that, when it should be diicd up, 
destruction would betide Lliem, adding, 11 Wherefore we come to 
thee, expecting thy counsel and what may hiing us deliverance, 
for Lhou ait Lhe chicfest and the must experienced of usd 1 The 
Ciah bowed his head tiwliiic and said, “ Doubtless ye lack under- 
htaiuling, in that yc despair of the meicy of Allah AlmighLy and 
Ilia care for the provision of His creatines one and all. Know ye 
not that Allah (extolled and exalted be He!) providetli all Iiis 
cieaLiucs without account and that He foie-ordained their daily 
meal cl e lie created aught ol creation and appointed to each of 
IIis creatures a fixed Lcun of life and an allotted provision, of His 
diviue All-might ? How then shalL we hm then ourselves with con¬ 
cern for a thing winch in Ills secret pin pose is indite? W hoi afore 


x Arab 41 Ilaluinnrii" plnr, ol " lLilumma ,r = draw near I The latter foim 
is used by some tribes foi nil tlnee numbers, oLheirs allect el dual and a plural 

(as m Lhe text), Prcalon (Al-Hariii, p. ?io) deiives it fiorn Heb. tffon. but 
lhe ffuogMphm of Jvulah and Basrah (who were not etymologists) are divided 
about its origin IIq lia.nslate& (p, 221) “ Utilumma Jarran’'^being the rest 
of the tale in continuation with this, t e, in accordance with it, like our ,J and 
sn forth," And in p, 571 he makeu II alumina-II ay^ a, i e. hither I (to pm> ei, 
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it is my rede that ye can do naught belter than to seek aid of 
Allah AlmighLy, and it behoveth each of us to deal Ins conscience 
with his Lord, both in public and private, and pray Him to succour 
us and delivei us from our difficulties; for Allah the Most High 
disappointed! not the expectation of those who put Limit 1 trust in 
Him and 1 eject eth not the supplications of Ihose who piefer their 
suit to I-Iiin. When we have mended our ways, out a flaiis will be 
set up and all will be well with us, and when the wintet coinelh 
and our land is deluged, by means of a just one's prayer, lie will 
not cast down the good He hath built up. So 'tis my counsel that 
we take patience and await what Allah shall do with us. An 
death come to us, as is wont, wo shall bo at icsl, and if Ihoie befall 
ns aught that callclh foi flight, we will flee and depart oui land 
whither Allah will. 1 " Answered all the fishes with one voice, 
"Thou sayest sooth, 0 our lord : Allah requite thee foi lis with 
weal 1 " Then each teturnod to his stead, and in a few clays the 
Almighty vouchsafed unto thorn a violent rain and the place of 
the pond was fuller than befoie. "On like wise, O King," 
continued Shirnas, "we despaired of a child being bom to thee, 
and now that God hath blessed us and thee with this well-omoiiod 
son, we implore Him to render him blessed indeed and make him 
Lhe coolth of thine eyes and a woi Ihy successor U> thee and giant 
us of him the like of that which He hath granted us of thee; foi 
Almighty Allah disappointed! not those that seek Ilim and il 
behoveth none to cut off hope of the nicicy of his God." Then, 
rose the second Wazii and saluting the King with tho sal am spake 
after his greeting was letuined as follows: 11 Vtnily, a King is not 
called a King save he give presents and do justice and mlo with 
equity and show munificence and wisely govern his lieges, main¬ 
taining the ohligatoiy laws and apostolic usages established among 
them and justifying them, one against other, and sparing their 
blood and warding off hint from them; and of his qualities should 
be that he never abide incurious of the poor and LluiL he succour 
the highest and lowest of them and give Lhem each tho lights 
to them due, so that they all bless him and am obedient to his 


i This is piecisely tho semi-fht.ali'jtic and wholly super'll it inns address 
which would find favour with Moslems of the pic,out day : limy 'Kill 
piefei "calling upon Hercules" lo pulling their slipiildci'i Lo lliu wheel. 
Mr. Redhouse had done good work in his day 1 ml of lulu ho luw devoted 
himself, especially in the " MesncvJ," lo a rappiochoniont between Al-Klam 
and Christianity which both would icjcct (sen supra, nlglil tlexeivl. Tho 
Calvinistic predestination, as shown in tho term "vessel of width," f H but a 
ieeble reflection o£ Moslem fatnHsiTi, On this subject I shall have iuoits lo 
say in a future volume. 
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command. Without doubt, a King who is after this wise, of his 
lieges is beloved and gaineth of this world eminence and of the 
next honour and favour with the Cieator thereof. And we, the 
body politic of thy subjects, acknowledge in thee* O King, all 
the attributes of kingship I have noted, even as it is said;—The 
besl of tilings is that the King of a people be just and equitable, 
their physician skilful, and their teacher experience-full,, acting 
according to his knowledge. Now we enjoy this happiness, aftei 
we had despaired of the birth of a son to thee, to inherit thy 
kingship, howcvei, Allah (extolled be His name!) hath 110L 
disappointed thine expectation, but hath gianted thy petition, by 
leason of the goodliness of thy mist in Him and thy submission of 
thine affahs to Him. Then fair fall thy hope I There hath 
betideth thee that which betided the Crow anil the Serpent. 11 
Asked the King, il What was that ? ,J and the Wazii answeied, 
£t Hear, O King, the tale of 


THE CROW AND THE SERPENTS 

A Crow onec dwelt in a tree, he and his wife, in all delight of life, 
till they came to the time of the hatching of then young, which 
was the midsummer scasou, when a Serpent issued, fiom its hole 
and crawled up Lhe tree wriggling around the brandies tilJ it came 
to Lhe Crows' ncsL, whore it coiled itself up and there abode all 
Llic days of the summer, whilst the Crow was driven away and 
found no opportunity to dear his home nor any place wheiem to 
lie, When the days of heat were past, the Serpent went away to 
iLs own place; and quoth the Crow to his wife, n Let us thank 
Almighty Allah, who hath preserved us and delivered us fiom 
this Serpent, albeit we arc foi bidden from increase this year. Yet 
Lho Lord will not cut off our hope; so let us express our gratitude 
to Him foi having vouchsafed us safety and soundness of body: 
indeed, wo have none other iu whom to confide, and if He will 
and wc live to see the next year, Ho shall give ns other young in 
the stead of those we have missed this year." Next summer when 
the hatching-season came lound, the S01 pent again sallied foith 
fiom its place and made for Lhe Clow's nest: but as it was coiling 
up a branch, a kite swooped down on it and struck daws into its 
head and Lure it, whoieupou it fell to Lhe gw und a-swoon, and the 
ants came out upon il and ate it, 1 " So tlu Crow and his wife 

1 The inliahilnnh of tempemto climate*? liave no idea what ants can do in 
the Liopics. The Kalin of South Africa used to stake down tlidr piiboners 
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abode in peace find quid find bied a niimoious brood and thanked 
Allah for their safety and for the young that weic bom to them. 
h In like mannei, O King,” continued the WuHi, “it hohovcih us 
to thank God for thal uhtucwiLh He hath favouied thee and us in 
vouchsafing us this blessed child of good onion, nftru despair and 
the cutting off of hope, May lie make fan thy fulmo towaid 

and the issue of thmc affaii 1 "-And Shnlnazrul pcnceivocl the 

dawn of clay and ceased to say hef pel milled say. 

JlUciiu IdIjcii It tl;c Jftnic bimtirt nntr JFtntvHj 

She continued, It hath leached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the second Wazii had ended with the woids, n Allah make fan 
thy future leward and the ismki of thine allairl ” the Lliiid Wazir 
piesently rose and said, Rejoice, O jusL King, in the assurance 
of present piospcnty and fuLme felicity; for him whom the 
denizens of Eaitli love the denizens of Ileaven likewise love; 
and indeed Almighty Allah hath made aduclion to bo Lby 
portion and hath stabUshecl it in the hem Is of the pcuplo n[ thy 
kingdom; whciefoie Lo Ilim be Lliauks and ptaisu [mm us and 
from thee, so He may deign mcri'a&o Ills bounty unto then and 
unto ns in thee I Ror know, O King, that man cau originate 
naught but by command of Allah the MusL High ami Lhat lie 
is the Giver and all good which befallcth a area lino hath 
its end and issue in Him, lie alloLLcsth 11 is favour to Ilia 
cieatures, as it hlcelh Him ; to some Ho givelh gifts galoie while 
others He doometh baiely to win Llieir daily bicsuk Some lie 
maketh Lords and Captains, and olhois Recluses, who abstain 
fiom the world and aspire but to Him, for lie it is Who saith:— 
I am the Haimcr with adveisily and the Healer with piospotiLy. 
I make whole and make side. I enrich and impovemh. I kill 
and quicken : in My hand is everything and unto Mo ail things 
do tend. AVherefoie it bchovclh a]] men Lo puiiso ITiin, Now, 
especially thou, O King, aiL of the fortunate, the pious, of whom 
it is said The happiest of the just is he for whom Allah unilolh 
the weal of tins woild and of the next world; who is content 
with that poition which Allah alloltelli to him and who givelh 

(among ike in a pool (uoncl of nunc) upon nn suii-hill nml they win oaten atom 
aftei atom hi a tew 110111*5 The death must be the slowest fot in ui lurliuo; 
but piobauly Lhc neivous system boon becomes insensible Tho same has 
happened lo more than one hapless invalid, helplessly bedudden in W,UiH\ 
Aliica I hlive descnbed an invasion of anln in inv 11 Zau/ibiu, M vol h iOo; 
mid have biifieied fiom such aLL&cks in many places between that mill I 
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Him thanks for that which He hath stablislied. And indeed 
he Lhat is rebellious and seeketh othei than the dole which 
Gocl hath decreed unto him and for him, favoureth the wild Ass 
and Llio Jackal, 1 2 ” The King- asked* u And what is the story of 
the twain ? " and the Wazir answered, ff Horn, 0 King, the tale of 


THE WILD ASS AND TI-IE JACKAL » 


A certain Jackal was wont every day to leave his lair and fare 
foi Ui questing his daily bread. Now one day as he was in a 
ccitain mountain, behold, the day was done and he set out ta 
re Liu n when lie fell in with another Jackal who saw him on the 
tiamp, and each began to tell his mate of the quarty he had 
gotten. Quoth one of them, “The other day I came upon i\ 
wild Ass and L was an-hungered, for it was three days since 1 
had eaten; so I lejoicod in this and thanked Almighty Allah 
foi bunging him into my power. Then I tare out his heait 
and ate it and was full and returned to my home. That was 
three days ago, since which time I havo found nothing to eat, 
yet am I still full of incut." When the other Jackal heard his 
fellow’s story, he envied his fulness and said in himself, “ There 
is no help but that I eat the hctuL of a wild Ass." So he left 
feeding for some days, till he became emaciated and nigh upon 
death and bestmed not himself neither did lie endeavour to get 
food, but lay coiled up in his earth. And whilst he was thus, 
behold, one day theie came out two hunters budging in quest of 
quany and stalled a wild Ass. They followed on his bail 
barking him all day, till at last one of them shot aL him a 
foikixP anew, which pienxd his viLals and lcached his heart and 
killed him in fiont of the Jackal's hole. Then the hunLers came 
up and finding him dead, pulled out the shaft fiom his heart, but 
only llie wood came away and the forked head abode in the Ass’s 


1 Aiah. ,J Sidlab." See vol. li. night c\lviii, wheie it is a fox. I render 

it jackal. Lionuise that cousin of tho fox figiuos as a ecu non-catcr in Hindufolk- 
lou*, the llitopulusa, lkmchopukliyaii, etc This tale, ) need hardly tay, is a 
mine lumsl.itiun, as is hhowii by the Katliil s s. 11 lioth jackal and fox are 
nicknamed Joseph the Scuho (Ttilib Yusuf) in tho same principle that lawyers 
iuu called Luulsluuks by h&iloih " (P, G^, Moorish Lotus Leaves, etc, by 

Ouoigu t). Cuivmi and R. L. N, Johnston, London, Tinsleys, 1883) 

2 Auih " Hahm mmh'ab " not "bulbed " (at the wings) but with double 
fiout, much used for biuliug* and at one time familiar in Lhe West as in lhe_ 
liasL And yet 11 bni bed " would make the fable read much better 
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belly, So they left him where ho lay, expecting Unit others ol 
the wild beasts would (lock Lo him ; but, when it was even-tide 
nnd nothing fell to them, they returned to their abiding-places. 
The Jackal, heating the commotion nl the mouth of his home. Jay 
quiet till nightfall, when he came foilli of his luii, groaning for 
weakness and hunger, and seeing the dead Ass lying at his door, 
rejoiced with joy exceeding till he was like io fly for delight and 
said, <c Praised be Allah who hath won me iny wish without toil j 
Verily, I had lost hope of coming aL a wild Ass or aught else; 
and assuredly 1 Lhc Almighty liaLh sent him to me mid duivo him 
fall io my homestead." Then lie spuing oil the body, and turning 
open its belly, thiusl in his head and with his nose uimniagerf 
about its entrails, till he* found the heait aiul tearing u Lid-bit 
swallowed it: but, as soon as he hud so done, Lhc foiked head of 
the ai low struck deep in bis gullet and he could neither get it 
down into his belly nor bring it foilh of his LluuLLlm So he made 
sure of destruction and said, M Of a truth it besuomotli not Lh<i 
creature io seek foi himself aught over and above that which 
Allah hath allotted to him. Had I been content with wind 11(5 
appointed to me, I had not come to dostuicliom" “ Wheiefuie, 
O King/ 1 added the Wazu, ,f it bccometli man to ho con Lent with 
whatso Allah hath distributed to him and thank IJim foi His 
bounties to him and casL not off hope of his Told, And behold, 
O King, because of the purity of thy piupuso and Lhc fail intent 
of LUy good works, Allah hath blessed thee with a son, after 
despair : wherefore we pmy lhc Almighty to vouchsafe him length 
of days and abiding happiness and make him a blessed successor, 
faithful m the obsci vancc of Lhy covenant, alter thy long life. 11 
Then arose the fourth Wazir and said, “Vmily, an llus Kmg b<j a 

man of understanding, a frequenter of the galos of wisdom,"- 

And Shalu.izad peiceivcd the dawn of clay and ceased saying her 
permitted say, 

vufjen it Min dje JTlinc fjuittoirt fint JTIfrfj jQfflfjfr 

She pursued, "It hath reached me, 0 auspicious King, that the 
fourth Wazir aiose and said, u Verily, an Lho King bo a man of 
understanding, a frequeutOL of the gates of wisdom, voised in 
science, government and policy, and eleu upiight in j impose nnd 
just to his subjects, honouring those Lo whom honour is due, 

i Aiab 1 J la.' 11 a, 11 usually = liaply, boliku j buL used hem tuul ulsewJieio=. 
lorsurc, ceitauily. 
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revering those who are ilign of reverence, tempciiiig puissance 
with using clemency whenas it behoveth, and protecting l>oLh 
governors and governed, lightening all burthens for Lhein mid 
bestowing laigesse on them, sparing their blood and covering their 
shame and keeping his LroLh with them. Such a King, I say, is 
worthy of felicity boLh piescnt and future, worldly and other¬ 
worldly, and this is of that which pro tec kith him from ilL-will and 
hcIpeLh him to the stablishing of his Kingdom and the victory 
over his enemies and the winning of his wish, together with in- 
cicaseof Allah's bounty to him and His favouring him for his 
praise of Him and the attainment of His protection, But an the 
King be the conliary of this, he never ceaseth hom misfoitimes 
and calamities, he and the people of liis realm; for that his 
oppression embiaccth both stranger far and kinsman near, and 
there cometh to pass with him that which befell the unjust King 
with the pilgiim Prince." King Jali’ad asked, “ And how was 
that ?" and the Waxir answered, “ Hear, O King, the Laic of 


THE UNJUST KING AND THE PILGRIM PRINCE," 


Tiikke was once in Mauritania-hind 1 a King who exceeded in his 
intc, a tyiaivl, violent and over-severe, who had no respect for the 
welfare or protection of his lieges nor of those who entered his 
realm ; and from everyone who came within his Kingdom his 
officois took four-fifths of his moneys, leaving him one-fifth and 
no moie. Now Allah Almighty decreed that he should have a 
son, who was foitunate and God-favoured; and seeing the pomps 
and vanities of this world to be transient as they are unrighteous, 
1 enounced them in bis youth and rejected the woild and that 
which is therein, and fared foith serving the Most High, wandering 
pilgiim-wise over wolds and wastes and by limes entering towns 
and ciLies. One clay, he came to his fathei's capital and the 
guards hud hands on him and sealched him, but found naught 
upon him save two gowns, one new and the othei old. 11 So they 

1 Aiab. H Maghrib 11 (or in full Maglirib al-Aks^J lit — Lhc Land 0/ the 
setting sun for whose relation to 11 Maurilania" sec night deix. It is almost 
synonymous with " Al-Gharfo ” = Iho West, whence PoUngal borrowed the 
two Algai ves, one being in Southern Emopo and the other over the sliaits 
about Tan gnu-C out a, hontmg Spanish TnvlalgaT f t.e Taiaf al-Ghaib, th&edge 
of the West, I have noted (Pi Igi imago, i. 9) the Jate Captain Peel's mis- 
translation, 11 Capo of Laurels’ 1 (Al-Ghdi), 

2 Even tlic pomestof Moslem wanderers tries to bear with him a new 
suit of clothes ioi keeping the two festivals and Ihlday service in the Mosque 
Sec PiLgiimage, i 235. 111 257, etc, 
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stripped the new one from him and lofl him Lho old, after they 
had entreated him with contumely and contempt; wildcat lie 
complained and said, "Woe to you, O yc opprcssois ! I am a 
pool man and a pilgiim, 1 * 3 and what shall this gown hy any means 
profit you ? Except ye restore it to me, I will go to the King and 
make complaint to him of you." They replied, " We acL thus 
by the King's command ■ so do what seemeth good Lo thee, 
Accordingly he hetoolc himself to the King's palace and would 
have enteied, but the chamberlains denied him admittance, ami 
he tinned away, saying in himself, "Tlicic is nothing for me 
except to watch till he comelh out and complain to him of my 
case and that which hath befallen me." And whilst ho waited, 
behold, he heard one of the guards announce the King's fating 
forth; whereupon he ciept up, little by little, till he stood befme 
the gate; and presently, when the King came out, ho threw 
himself in his way, and after blessing him and wishing him weal, 
he made his complaint to him, informing him how semvily he had 
.been entreated by the gatekeepers. Lastly ho gave him Lo know 
that he was a man of the people of Allah* who had uijecLcd the 
world, seeking acceptance of Allah, and who went wandciing ovei 
earth and enteimg every city and hamlet, whilst all the lolk Ini 
met gave him alms accoiding lo their competence. "I onloiod 
this thy city " (continued lie), " hoping that the folk would deal 
kindly and giaciously with me as with oLheis of my condition"; 
but thy followers stopped me and stripped me of one of my gowns 
and loaded me with blows. Wlioicforc do Lhou look into my case 
and take me by llie hand and get mo back my gown and I will 
not abide in thy city ail hour." Quoth the unjust King, " Who 
directed tliee to enter this city, unknowing Ilia custom of its 
King ? ’’ and quoth the pilgrim, “ Give me back my gown and do 
with me wliat thou wilt," Now when the King hoard this, Ids 
temper changed for the worse and he said, " 0 fool, 4 wo strip pud 
thee of thy gown, so tliou mighlest humble tbysclf to ns; but 
since thou malcest this clamour I will strip thy soul from thee." 


I Arab. *'SAyih," lit a waadeicr, snbandi for religion', and ascetic 
objects ; and not to be confounded with tho " pilgrim " piopei. 

% I a Religious, a wandoiiug beggar 

3 This \va9 the r.iislom of the whole Moslem world, and still la wlune 
uncorrupted by Christian uacharity and contempt for all " men of God " save 
its own Rut the change m such places as EgypL la complete and ii to vocable. 
Even in 1852 my Dai waysh’B hock'brought mo nothing blit contempt 111 
Alexandria and Cairo 

. 4 Arab " YA ji’dnl " = 0 ignorant. Tho popular wont la Alimalt which, 
however, in llic West means a maniac, a madman, 11 Samoa; " Jtolili " being 
= a fool. 
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Then he commanded to cast him into goal, where he began to 
lepcnt of having answered the King and .reproached himself for 
not having left him the gown and saved his life, When it was the 
middle of the night he rose to his feet, and prayed long and 
prayerfully, saying, ,e O Allah, Thou ait the Righteous Judge; 
Thou knowest my case and that which hath befallen me with this 
tyrannical King, and I, Thine oppiessed servant, beseech Thee, 
of the abundance of Thy mercy, to deliver me from the hand of 
this unjust ruler and send clown on him Thy vengeance ; for Thou 
art not unmindful of the 11 nright of every oppressor. Wherefore, 
if Thou know that he hath wronged me, loose on him Thy ven¬ 
geance this night and send down on him Thy punishment; for 
Thy mle is just and Thou art the I-Ielper of every mourner, O 
Thou to Whom belong Lhe power and Lhe glory to the end of 
timel" When the gaoler heard the prayer of the poor prisoner 
he Lremblcd in every limb, and behold, a fire suddenly broke 
out in the King's palace and consumed it and all that were 
Lherein, even to the door of the prison/ and none was spared 
but the gaoler and the pilgrim. Now when the gaoler saw 
this he knew that it had not befallen save because of the 
pilgrim's player; so he loosed him and fleeing with him forth 
of the burning, betook himself, he and the King's son, to 
another city. So was the unjust King consumed, he and all 
his city, by reason of his injustice, and he lost the goods both 
of this world and the next world. M As for us, O auspicious 
King," continued the Wazir, u we neither lie down nor rise 
up without praying foi thee and thanking Allah the Most 
Iligli for His grace in giving thee to us, tianquii in leliance 
on thy justice and the excellence of thy governance; and 
Sam in/lnnd wa& our care, for thy lack of a son to inherit thy 
kingdom, fearing lest after thee time betide us a King unlike 
thee. But now the Almighty hath bestowed His favours 
upon us and done away our concern and biought us gladness 
in the biilh of this blessed child; wherefore we beseech the 
Lord to make him a worthy successor to thee aud endow him 
with glory and felicity enduring and good abiding.” Then rose 

the fifth Wazir and said, " Blessed be the Most High/'-And 

Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say. 


1 Tho prison, accoicling to the practice of the East, being in the palace so 
the Moorish " Kabbah," which lodges the Governor and his guard, always 
contains the jail, 




132 


A If Laylah wa Layhih 


J3cVi] iTj[)cit ft toms t{)fi J(3nu Ijjiiritai’fb nirtJ Sit'd) 

She resumed, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, IbsiL the 
fifth Wazir said, “Blessed be the Most High, Giver of all good 
gifts and graces the most pieciousl Bui to conliiuio: wo mo well 
assured that Allah favoureLli whoso me thankful to Him and 
mindful of His faith ; and thou, O auspicious King, ail fai-finned 
for these illustrious vhtues and foi jus Lice and equitable dealing 
between subject and subject and m that which is acceptable to 
Allah Almighty. By reason of this hath the Ho id exalted thy 
dignity and prospered thy clays and bestowed oil thee the good 
gift of this august child, after dcspaii, whoiefrom Llioio hath 
betided us gladness abiding and joys which may not be cut 
off; for we before this were in exceeding cark and passing care, 
because of thy lack of issue, and full of concern bethinking us of 
all thy justice and gentle dealing with us, and fcuiful lest Allah 
decree death to thee and theie be none to succeed Lhco and 
inherit the kingdom after thee, and so wo bo divided in our 
counsels, and dissensions arise between us and thorn befall us 
wliat befell the Ciows. n Asked the King, 11 Anti whaL befell the 
Crows ? ” and the Wazir answered, saying, 41 Iloai, O auspicious 
King, the tale of 


THE CROWS AND THE IIAIVK” 

There was once, in a certain desert, a spacious Wady, full of 
iills and trees and fruits and birds singing the piuisus of Allah 
the One of All might, Creator of day and night; and among 
them was a troop of Crows, which led the happiest of lives. 
Now they wele unclei the sway and government of i\ Cujw who 
ruled them with mildness and benignity, so that they weie with 
him in peace and contentment; and by reason of their wisely 
ordering their affairs, none of the other buds could avail against 
them. Presently it chanced that llicne befell Lhcif chief Iho doom 
irrevocably appointed to all cicatuiea and ho departed Ufa 1 ; 
whereupon the others mourned for him with soro mourning, and 
what added to then grief was that Lhcio abided not amongst 
them one like him who should fill his place. So they nil 
assembled and took cou nsel logeLhci concerning whom it noli lied 

i Arab " TuwufTiya , 11 lit, =; wrvi received (into Llio met! of Cifjd) an 
euphemistic and more polite tcim Lhan M mfila'^hc died 
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for his goodness and piety to set ovei them* and a paity of 
them chose one Ciow, saying-, 44 It boseemeth that this be King 
over us 1 '; whilst olheis objected to him and would none of 
him ; and thus there arose division and dissension amidst them 
and the stiife of excitement waxed hot between them, At last 
they agieed amongst themselves and consented to sleep the 
night upon it and that none should go forth at dawn next day 
to seek Ins living, bui that all must waiL till high morning, 
when they should galhei together all in one place. “ Then/ 1 
said they, ,c we will all Lake flight at once and whichsoever 
shall soar above the rest in his flying, he shall be accepted 
of us as mlei and be made King ovei us.” The fancy pleased 
them , so they made covenant together and did as they had 
agreed and took flight all, buL each of them deemed himself 
higher than Ins fellow; whciefore quoth tins one, "I am highest,” 
and that, u Nay; that am I.” Then said the lowest of them, 
“ Look up, all of you, and whomsoever ye find the highest of 
you, let him he your chief," So Lhey raised their eyes and 
seeing the Hawk soaiing over them, said each to other, 11 Wc 
agreed that which bird soever should be the highest of us we 
will make lung over us, and behold, the Hawk is the highest of 
us: what say ye to him ? ” And they all cried out, Cl We accept 
of him.” Accordingly, they summoned the Hawk and said to 
him, “ 0 Father of Good, 1 we have chosen thee ruler ovei us, 
that thou mayst look into our affair.” The Hawk consented, 
saying, “ Inshallah, ye shall win of me abounding weal.” So they 
rejoiced tu\d luiu U\ek Krug. But after ovrtdle, he. fell to 

tailing a company of them eveiy day and betaking himself with 
them afar off to one of Lhe caves, where he struck them down and 
eating their eyes and brains, threw their bodies into the river. 
And he ceased not doing on this wise, it being his intent to destroy 
them all till, seeing their number daily diminishing, the Crows 
flocked to him and said, “ O our King, we complain to thee because 
fiom Lhe date we made thee Sovran and inlet over us, we are in 
the sornesl case and every day a company of us is missing and we 
know not the reason of this, moie by token that the most part 
thereof are the high in rank and of those in attendance on thee. 
We must now look after our own safety.” Thereupon the Hawk 
waxed wroth with them and said to them, " Verily, ye are the 
murtheiers, and ye forestall me with accusation ! ” So saying, he 
pounced upon them and teaiing to pieces half a score of their 


1 Aiab " YA AbA al-Kliayr '^om , my good lord, sir, fellow, elc. 



J34 


Alf Layiah wa Lay!ah, 

chiefs in front of the rest, tlucalcucd them and cliavc thorn out 
sorely cuffed and beaten, from bcfoLc him. Iloieal they icpcnled 
them of that which they had clone and said, “We have known no 
good since the death of om first King, cspcciallyin the deed of this 
stranger in kind; but we deserve our suffciings even had he 
destroyed us one by one to the last of us, and tlioie is exemplified 
in us the saying of him that sailh:—Whoso subiniUclh him not to 
tho rule of his own folk, the foe hath dominion over him, of his 
folly, And now Lhere is nothing for it but to flee for our lives, 
else shall we peiish.' 1 So they took flight and dispensed to various 
places. u And wc also, O King/ 1 continued the Wazir, “fumed 
lest the like of this befall us, and theie become rulcL over us a 
King other than thyself: but Allah hath vouchsafed us Lhis boon 
and hath sent us this blessed child, and now we are assured ol 
peace and union and security and prosperity in our Molhci-himl, 
So lauded be Almighty Allah and Lo linn lie praise and Ihanks 
and goodly gratitude I And may He bless tho King and u*s all 
his subjects and vouchsafe unto us and him the acme of felicity 
and make his life-tide happy and his endeavour constant I" 
Then arose the sixth Wazir and said, “ Allah favour then with all 
felicity, O King, in this world and in the next world I Verily, 
the ancients have left us this saying Whoso praycLh and fasteth 
and giveth parents thcii due and is jus! in his rule nicoLolli his 
Lord and Pie is well pleased with him. Thou hast been sol oven 
us and hast ruled us justly, and thine every step ill this hath been 
blessed; wherefore wc beseech Allah Almighty Lo make great 
thy reward eternal and requite thee ihy beneficence. I have 
heard whal this wise man hath said repeating our faai foi the loss 
of our prosperity, by reason of the death of the King 01 Lhe 
advent of another who should not bo his parallel, and how nllei 
him dissensions would be rife among us and calamity betide from 
our division, and how lL behoved us therefore to be installL in 
prayer to Allah the Most High, so haply lie might vouchsafe tin 1 
King a happy son Lo inherit the kingship after him. But, aflin 
all, the issue of that which man dosircLh of mundane goods and 
wherefor he lusteth is unknown Lo him, and consequently il 
behovelh a inorLal to ask not of his Loul a thing whose end 
lie wotteth not; foi that haply the lnuL of that thing is nearer Lo 
him than its gain, and his destruction may be in that lie suekoth, 
and theie may befall him what befell llio Sei penl-charinci, bis 

wife and children, and the folk of his house,"-And Sluihiazad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 
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She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the sixth Wazir said, It behoveth not a man to ask of his 
Lord aught whereof he ignoreth the issue for that haply the 
hurt of that thing may be nearer than its gain, his destruction 
may be in that he sceketh, and there may befall him what befell 
the Serpenl-chaimer, his childien, his wife, and his household 
The King asked, “What was that? 1 ' and the Wazn answered, 
“Hcai, O King, the tale of 


THE SERPENT-CHARMER AND TITS WIFE" 


There was once a man, a Serpent-ehaimer, 1 who used Lo train 
scrpenLs, and this was his trade ; and he had a great basket, 2 
wherein were tlnce snakes but the people of his house knew this- 
not, Eveiy day lie used to go round with this pannitsi about the 
town gaining his living and that of his family by showing the' 
snakes, and at eventide he leiiuned to his house and clapped them 
back into the baskeL privily. This lasted a long while; but it 
chanced one day, when he came home, as was his wont, his wife 
asked him, saying, M AVlial is in this pannier ? ,r and he replied,, 
“What wouldest thou wiLh it? Is not provision plentiful will* 
you ? Be thou content with that which Allah hath allotted ter 
thee, and ask not of a light else,” With this the woman hold her 
peace ; but she said in herself, "Ttaeie is no help but that I search 
this basket and know what is llieie. 1 ’ So she egged on her children 
and enjoined them to ask him of the pannier and importune him 
with their questions till he should tell them what was therein. 
They piesentiy concluded that it contained something to cat, and 
sought eveiy day of their fathei that he should show them what 
was thciein, and ho still put them off with pleasant pretences, and 


1 Aiali n I'l.twi " from'* IIa.yya.hj" a scipent See vol il night cl. Most 
of llie EgypLiim snaim-chaimers are Gypsies, but they do not like lobe told 
of their ought At Barocla in Guz-emt I took lesions in snake-catching, but 
found the *poil too danger out; when llic animal Hies, the tail is caught by the 
hit band imc] I ho ught is dipped up to the neck, a delicate process, as a lew 
inches ion farm not far enough would be followed by certain death in catching 
a Cobra. At hist ccilain of my messmates killed one of the captives and the 
snake-channel. 1 would have no more to do with me. 

2 Amb “ Sail oil/ 1 also Peis,, n. basket of wickeiworJc. This article is 
everywhere used foi lodging snakes from Egypt to Marocco, 
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forbade them from asking Lhis. O11 such wise they abode awhile, 
the wife and mother still pers is ting in her quest till they agieed 
with lier that they would neithei cat meal nor chain clunk with 
their father, tilL lie granted them then prayer and opened Lhe 
basket to them. One night, behold, the ScipenL-chmmcr mine 
home with great plenty 0/ meat and dunk, and took his scat 
calling them to eat with him, but they refused his company and 
showed him angei; wheueupon he began to coax Lhom with fail 
words, saying, "Lookye, tell me what you would have Lhal I may 
bring it you, be it meat 01 drink or raiment. 1 ’ Answered they, 
“ Q our father, wo want nothing of thee but that thou open this 
pannier that wo may see what is Lhcicin : else we will slay <hil- 
selves.” He rejoined, “0 my childion, Lheie is nothing good for 
you therein, and indeed the opening of it will be harmful to you.” 
Iieieat they ledoubled in rage for all lie could say, which when he 
saw, he began to scold them and threaten them with healing, 
except they returned horn such condition; but they only increased 
in anger and persistence in asking, till at last he waxed winlh and 
took a staff to beat them, and they fled fioin bufowj him within 
the house. Now the basket was picsenl and Lho Serpunl-chuimer 
had not hidden it anywheic ; so his wife left him occupied with 
the chilchen, and opened the pauniej in haste that ,sho might sea 
what was therein. Theieupon behold, the seipcnts came 011L and 
first stiuclc theii fangs into hci and killed her; then they hied 
round about the house and slew all, great and small, who woie 
therein, except the Scipenbcharmei, who lofL the place and went 
his way. “If then, O auspicious King, 11 continued the Waxir, 
M thou consider this, thou wilt be convinced that it is noL for a 
man to desire aught save that which God the Great icfuhoLh not 
to him; nay, he should be conical with what lie willoth. And 
thou, O King, for Lhe overflowing of thy wisdom and Lho ex¬ 
cellence of thine understanding, Allah hath cooled thine eyes 
with the advent of this thy son, after despair, and lmth comforted 
thy heart; wherefore we pray the AlmighLy to make him of lho 
just successes accepUible to Himself and to his subjects. 1 ' Then 
rose the seventh AVafcir and said, 11 O King, I know and certify 
all that my brethren, these MiuistcLS wise and learned, have said 
in Lhe presence, praising thy justice and the goodness of thy 
policy, and proving how thou art distinguished in this fioin all 
Kings other than thyself; wherefore they gave thee Lhe prefer¬ 
ence over them. Indeed, this he of that which is incumbent 011 
us, O King, and I say’.—Praised bo Allah in that lie hath 
guerdoned thee with His gifts and vouchsafed l hoc of His me icy, 
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die welfare of the realm ; and hath succoured thee a ad ourselves, 
on condition that we increase in giaLitude to Him; and all 
this no othoiwisc than by thine existence I What while thou 
remamesl amongst us, we fear not oppression, nciLhei dread un¬ 
light, nor can any Lake longlianded advantage of our weakness ! 
and indeed it is said; The gieaLesl good of a people is a just 
King, and then gieaLest ill an unjust King; and again, Better 
dwell with lending lions than with a tyrannous Sultan* So 
praised be Almighty Allah with denial praise for that He hath 
blessed us with thy life and vouchsafed thee this blessed child 
whenas thou wast stricken in ycius and Jiadst dcsp'ured of issue! 
For the goodliest of the gifts in this world is a viituous sire, and 
it is said, Whoso hath no piogcny his life is without lesuit and he 
leavclh no memory. As foi thee, because of the righteousness of 
thy justice and thy pious reliance on Allah the Most High, thou 
hast been vouchsafed this happy son, yea, this blessed 1 child 
cometh as a gifL from the Most High Lord to us and to thee, 
for the excellence of Lhy governance and the goodliness of thy 
long-siikeiancc; and in this thou hast fared even as faied the 
Spider and the Wind.” Asked the King, lf And what is the 

story of the Spider and the Wind?"-And Shahrazad pei^eived 

the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

JQcU> tojjni ft tonnr tfcc JBuic itirt <Egr!)i!? 

She continued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that 
when the King asked, M And what is the story of the twain?" 
the Wazii answered, Cl Give ear, O King, to the tale of 


THE SPIDER AND THE WIND*" 

A spider once attached herself to a high gate 2 and retired and 
span her web there and dealt theiein in peace, giving thanks 
to the Almighty, Who had made this dwelling-place easy to her 
and had set her in safety from noxious reptiles, On this wise she 


1 Arab " Mubdrak," It 19 a favourite name for a slave in Marocco; 
the slave girl being called Muttfrakah; and Uig proveib being, 14 Blessed 
is Llic household which hath neither M'bdrk nor M’bAikah " (as they contract 
the words). 

2 The BresI Edit (viit 48) instead of the Gate (Bab) gives a Bddlinnj^a 
Ventilator; for which latter rentleung, see vol 1 , night xkv. The spider’s 
web is Koranic (IxxxJ. .40). " Verily frailest of all houses js the house oi the 
spider. 11 
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abode a long while, still giving thunks to AlUh for her ease and 
regular supply of daily breach till her CicaLoi bethought Him tn 
try her and make essay of her gratitude and patience. So He 
sent upon her a strong east Wind, which earned her away, woh 
anJ all, and cast her into the main. Tho waves washed hci aslioic 
and she thanked the Lmcl foi safety and began to upbraid llu- 
Wind, saying, “ O Wind, why hast thou dealt thus with me and 
what good hast thou gotten by beating me hither from my abiding- 
place, where indeed I was in safety, secure hi my homo on the lop 
of that gate ? " Replied the Wind, saying, 11 O Hpidoi, hast thou 
not learnt that this world is a house of calamities ; mid, say me, 
who can boast of lasting happiness LhpL such portion shall bo 
thine? WottesL thou not that Allah tcinptclh Ills crealmrs in 
order to learn by trial what may be lhd\ powusof patience? 
How, then, doth it beset thee to upbraid me, tlum who hast linen 
saved by me fiom the vasty deep ? " (f Thy woids sue true, C) 
Wind/' replied the Spider, N yet not the less do I deshe to escape 
from this Granger land into which thy violcnco JiaLh cast me," 
The "Wind rejoined, ** Cease Lhy blaming; for light soon I will 
bear thee back and replace thee in thy place, as Hum was! sifoio- 
So the Spider wailed patiently, till the uorLh-easl Wind 
left blowing and there aLOsc a south-west Wind, which gently 
caught her up and flew with her town ids hoi dwelling-place ; and 
when she came to her abode, she knew iL mul clung Lo it. •' And 
we," continued the Wazir, 11 beseech Allah (Who hath rnwaick'ri 
the King for his singleness of heart and pationco, and hath taken 
pity on his subjects and blessed them with life favmu, ami hath 
vouchsafed the King this son in ins old ago aflei ho had despaired 
of issue, and removed him not from the woild Lill lie hath blessed 
him with coolih of eyes and bestowed on him wind lie hath 
bestowed of Kingship and Empire 1 ) to vouchsafe unUi lhy son 
that which He hath vouchsafed unto thee of dominion and 
sulUnship and glory I Amen." Then said Lluv King, 11 Praised 
be Allah over all praise and thanks be to Him over nil thanks l 
There is no god bill ITe, the CreaLoi uf all things, by the light ol 
Whose signs we know tile glory of His greatness and Who givclh 
kingship and command over his own counliy U> whom lie willeth 
of His servants 1 He cliooscih of Lhcm whomso lie please to 
make him His viceroy anti vicoiegenl over I Its creatures, and 
cominandeth him to just and etiuitahlo dealing with them and 
the maintenance of ieligious laws and practices and light conduct 
and constancy in ordeung their aflairs Lo that which is most 
acceptable to Him and most giateful to them. Whoso doth thus 
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find obeyeth the commandment of his Loid, his desire attaineth 
and the oiders of his God mnmtainel.li, su Providence preseiveth 
him from the perils of the present world and maketh ample his 
recompense in the future woild ; for indeed he neglectelh not the 
rewaid of the righteous. And whoso doth otherwise than ns 
Allah biddeth him, sin noth moilal sin and disobeyeth his Lord, 
preferring his mundane to his su pi a-mundane weal. He hath no 
tiace in this world and in the next no poition: for Allah spaieth 
not the unjust and the mischievous, nor doth He neglect any of 
Iiis servants* These 0111 Wariis have set forLh how, by reason of 
oui just dealing with them and our wise governance of affairs, 
Allah hath vouchsafed us and them His grace, for which it 
behoveth its to thanlc Him, because of the great abundance of 
I-Iis mercies: each of them hath also spoken that wherewith the 
Almighty inspired him concerning this matter, and they have 
vied one with another in rendering thanks to the Most High Lord 
and piaising Him for His favoius and bounties* I also rendei 
thanks to Allah for that I am but a slave commanded ; my heart 
is in Iiis hand and my tongue in His subjection, accepting that 
which lie arijudgeth to me and to them, come what may thereof. 
Each one of them hath said what passed tlnough his mind on the 
subject of this boy and hath set forth that which was of the 
renewal of divine favour to us, aftci my years had leached the 
Lei m when confidence faileth and despair assaileLh. So piaised 
be Allah Who hath saved us fiom disappointment and from the 
alternation of 1 ulers, like to the alternation of night and day! 
For veiily, this was a gieat boon both Lo them and to us; wheie- 
fore we piaise AJmighty Allah Who hath given a ready answer lo 
our prayer and halh blessed ns with this boy and set him in high 
place, as the inheritor of the kingship. And \ve entreat Him, of 
Iiis bounty ami clemency, to make him happy in his actions, 
prone to pious woilcs, so he may become a King and a Sultan 
governing his people with justice and equity, guaiding them from 
perilous enor and frown chiess, of Iiis grace, goodness, and 
generosity l ” When the King had made ail end of his speech, 
the sages and Olema lose and piostrated themselves before Allah 
and thanked the King; alter which they kissed Ins hands and 
departed, each to his own house, whilst Jali'ad withdrew into his 
palace, where he looked upon the new-born and offered up prayers 
foi him and named him Wird Khan. 1 The boy grew up tilt lie 


i Piob fiom the Persian Wird-a pupil, a disciple. 
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attained the age of twelve , 1 2 * * when the King being minded to have 
him taught the arts anti sciences, hade build him a palace 
a-middlemost the city, wherein wcio Lhioc hunduul and threcscoio 
rooms , 9 and lodged him therein. Then ho assigned him thioe 
wise men of the Olcma and bade them not ho lax in Leaching him 
day and night, and look IliaL there was no kind of learning buL 
they instruct him theiein, so he might become voiscd in ail 
knowledge. lie also commanded them to Bit with him one day 
in each of the icoiub by turn siutl wiite on the iloot Ihciiwf that 
which they had taught him therein of vfiiious kinds of loic, and 
jepoit to himself, eveiy seven days, whalso instructions they had 
imparted to him. So they wont in to the Vrinco autl him Led not 
from educating him day noi night, not 1 withheld honi hint aught of 
that Lhey knew; and presently there appealed in him icadmess to 
receive instruction such as none had shown he foie him. lCveiy 
seventh day his governors reported to the King what his son had 
learnt and mastered, wlieieby Jah’ad became piulinhuit in goodly 
learning and fail culture, and the Ulema said to him, “ Never 
saw we one so richly gifted with undcis Landing as is this hoy : 
Allah bless tliee in him and give thee joy of his life 1 " When the 
I J nnce had completed his twelfth year, he knew the bcltoi part of 
every science and excelled all the Ulema and sages of his day, 
wherefore his governors brought him to his sue and said to him, 
,f Allah gladden thine eyes, 0 King, with this auspicious youth I 
We bring him to thee, after he hath learnt all manner knowledge, 
and there is not one of the learned men of the Limn nor a scientist 
who hath attained to that whereto he hath attained of science. 1 ' 
The King rejoiced in this with joy exceeding and thanking the 
Almighty prostrated himself in graLilude before Allah (to YVhom 
belong Majesty and Might 1 ) saying, “ Laud be to the Lord fm Ills 
meicies incalculable JThen he called his Chief Wazu and said 
to him, Cl Know, O Shim as, that the governors of my son ate come 
to tell me that he hath mastered every kind of knowledge and 
there is nothing but they have inshucled him therein, so that ho 
surpassed in this all who forewent him. What saysL thou, O 
Shimas?" Hereat the Minister prostrated himself beloio Allah 
(to Whom belong Might and Majesty 1 ) and kissed the King's 


1 And yet, as the next page shows, the youth's ctliir.ilion was complete in 
his twelfth year But ab all tluce lexis agree, 1 do not von Line upon changing 
the number to six or scvgii, Lhe ago at which royal ('duration oillsitln the 
Harem usually be Kins, 

2 i.e, one for each day in the Moslem yeai. for llieso ohjecl-lcssous, 

somewhat in Kinder-gai ten style, see the Hook of SindiLwil oi the Mai an of 

night dlxKviu 
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hand, saying, “ Loath is the ruby-stone, albe it be bedded in the 
haidest Lock on hill, to do aught buL shine as a lamp, an tins thy 
son is such a gem; his tender age hath not hindered him from 
becoming a sage and AlhamdoliJlah—praised be Allah!—for that 
which He deigned bestow mi him! BuL to-morrow I will call an 
assembly of the flower of the Emits and men of learning, and 
examine the Piince and cause him speak foith that which is with 

hiizij in their presence, Insh all ah I*'-And Shahrazad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

JEtoto Vc.V>t\A St tons 1l)t 

She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the King Jali’ad heard the words of his Wazir Shimas, he com¬ 
manded the attendance of the lceenesl-wiLled 1 of the Oleina and 
most accomplished of the learned and sages of his dominions, and 
they all presenLed themselves oil the moriow at the door of the 
palace, wheieupon the King bade admit them. Then entered 
Shimas and kissed the hands of the Prince, who rose and 
prostrated himself to the Minister; but Shimas said, “It 
behoveth not the lion-whelp to prostrate himself to any of the 
wild beasts, nor besitteth it that Light prostrate itself to shade.' 1 3 * * 
Quoth the Prince, “ When as the lion-whelp seeth the leopard, 8 he 
riseLh up to him and piostratetli himself before him, because of 
his wisdom, and Light prostrateth itself to shade for the purpose 
of disclosing that which is therewithm." QuoLh Shimas, "True, 
0 myloul; but I would have thee answer me anenL whatso I shall 
ask thee, by leave of His Highness and his lieges," And the 
youth said, “ And I, with pel mission of mysiie, will answer thee." 
So Shimas began and said, "Tell me what is the Eternal, the 
AbsoluLe; and what me the two manifestations 8 theieof and 
whether of the two is the abiding one ? 11 Answered the Prince, 
“Allah (Lo Whom belong Might and Majesty I) is the Eternal, the 
Absolute; for that He is Alpha, without beginning, and Omega, 
without end. Now Ins two manifestations are this world 
and the next ? and the abiding one of tlia two is the world Lo 


1 Aiab, ■* Jaliabi7ali" plm of " jahLuz acute, intelligent (from the 
Peia ICahbad or Kilibad ?) 

2 Aiab. " Nimr 11 in the Bresl. Edit. viii 58. The Mac. Edit, suggests 
that the leopard is the lion’s Wazir 

3 Arab “Kami," lit = Being, existence Trdbulien (11L 20), lias it, 

" Qu'csl-cc quo retie (God), I’existcncc (Ciealion), 1 'Gtre dans bexislence (the 

\v01 Id), et la diuee de I’elie dans I'existcnce (the other woikl), 
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co,no." U) “ Tlioti sayst truly find I nppiove Lhy tcply : but I 
would have thee tell me, bow lcnmvcsl 111ou Lhal one of Allah’s 
manifestations is this woild and the other the world to come ? 
m i ] {n ow this because this world was created from nothingness 
and had not its being from any existing thing; whevefoio its 
affair is refeiable to the fust essence. Moreover, it is a com¬ 
modity swift of ceasing, the woiks wlicieof call for icquital of 
action and this postulatclh Lhe repi oduction 1 of whaLso pasaeth 
away : so Lhe next world is the second manifestation." (,i) 11 Now 
inform me how knowest Llion that the world to coino is the 
abiding one of the two existences? M — 11 Tlccause it is,the house 
of requital for deeds clone in this woild, piupaicd by the Eternal 
sans surcease, 11 (fj “Who are the people of this world most to 
he piaised for their practice ? ”— H Those who prefer their weal in 
the world to come before their weal in this woild,” (<j) 4 ‘And 
who is he that prefericth his future to his piesonl welfares? 11 — 
“He who knowelli that he dwelleth in a perishing house, that 
he was created buL to vade away and lhal, allot vading away, 
he will be called to account; and indeed, were llieie in this 
world one living and abiding for ever, he would not prefer it 
to the next world," (j) “ Can the future life subsist permanently 
without the present?”—“Tie who hath no present life hath no 
future life: and indeed I liken this woild and its folk and the 
goal to which they fare, with certain woikmen, for whom an 
Emir buikleth a narrow house and lodgolh thorn therein, 
commanding each of them to do a cciLain task and assigning to 
him a set term and appointing one to act as steward over them. 
Whoso doeth the work appointed unto him, the stcwaul 
bringeth him foi th of that sL rail ness ; but whoso doeth it not 
within the stablislicd term is punished, After awhile, behold, 
they find honey exuding from Lhe chinks ol the housed and 
when they have eaten thereof and tasted its sweetness of savour, 
they slacken in their ordered task and cast it behind Ilnur backs. 
So they paticnLly suffer the slraitncss and distress whoioin they 

lie for the pin pose of requital. All tlie ahovo in orthodox Moslem dno 
trJue, which iitterly ignores the- dictum "c,\ mhilo nihil til kl ; nml which would 
look upon Creation by Law (Darwinism) as opposed to Creation by miracle 
(rg the Mosaic cosmogony) as rank blasphemy On the other hand, the 
EterniLy of Mattel and its tiansccndentnl essonco arc tenets hold by a host of 
Gnostics, philosophers, and Iiastei n Agnostics 

2 This is a Moslem iu\t commun, usually man is likened io onn suspended 
In a. bottomless well by a. thin rope at which a rodont Is community gnawing, 
and who amuses himself in licking a few drops uf honey left by bees on tlie 

rev element 
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are, with what they know of the futmo punishment whereto they 
are fast wending-, and are content with this worthless and easily 
won sweetness : and the Steward Icaveth not to fetch every one 
of them forth of the house, for ill or good, when his appointed 
period shall have come. Now we know the woild to be a 
dwelling wherein all eyes are dazed, and that each of its folk hath 
his set term; and he who iindeLh the little sweetness that is in 
the world and IniMelh himself therewith is of the number of the 
lost, since ho prefeneth the things of this woild to the things of 
the next world, but whoso payetli no heed to this poor sweet¬ 
ness and prefcireth the things of the coining woild to those of 
this woild, is of those who are saved. 11 (,j) " I have heard 
what thou sayest of this world and the next and I accept thine 
answer; bul I see they are as two placed in authouty over man ; 
needs must he content them both, and they arc conliary one to 
other. So, if the cieatuie set himself to seek his livelihood, it is 
haimful to his soul in the future: and if he devote himself to 
the next world, it is hurtful to his body; and theie is no way 
for him of pleasing these two continues at once.' 1 —“Indeed, the 
quest of one’s worldly livelihood with pious intent and on lawful 
wise is a viaticum for the quest of the goods of the woild to come, 
if a mail spend a part of his days in seeking his livelihood in 
this world, for the sustenance of his body, and devote the rest of 
his day to seeking the goods of the next woild, for the repose of 
his soul and the warding off of hurt therefrom; and indeed I see 
this world and the other world as they were two Kings, a just 
and an unjust,'* Aslced Shiinas, 11 IIow so? 11 and the youth 
began the tala of 


THE TWO KINGS . 

There weie once two Kings, a just and an unjust; and this one 
had a land abounding in tiees and fluffs and herbs; but lie let 
no merchant pass without robbing him of his moneys and his 
merchandise, and the traders endured this with patience, by 
reason of their piofit from the fatness of the earth in the 
means of life and its pleasantness, moie by token that it was 
renowned for its richness in precious stones and gems. Now 
the just King, who loved jewels, heard of this land and sent one 
of his subjects thither, giving him much specie and bidding him 
pass with it into the other’s realm and buy jowcls therefrom, 
So lie went thither; and, it being told to the unjust King that 
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n merchant was come to lus kingdom with much money to buy ,, 
jewels withal, he sent for him to the presence anil said to him, 
i< Who ait thou and whence comcst thou, and who [nought thee 
hither and what is thy criand ? " Quoth tiro merchant, " \ am 
of such and such a region, and the King of that laud gave me 
money and bade nee buy thcicwith jewels horn this countiy; 
so I obeyed his bidding and came," Ciiecl the unjust King, 
n OuL on thee 1 K no west thou not my fashion of dealing with 
the people of my realm and how each day I take thou moneys ? 
How then comcst thou to my countiy? And behold, thou hast 
been a sojourner licic since such a time I ” Answered the trader, 
“The money is not mine, not a miLc of it; nay, 'Lis a trust in 
my hands, lill I biing its equivalent lo its owuei." But the 
King said, “I will not let thee take thy livelihood of my land 
oi go out Ihciefrom, except thou rahsom thyself with this money, 

all of it,"-And Shaluazad peiceivod the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 

Bolt) lufjcit it turns tljc Bute jl)iurtii’t& nnlr STrntD Blfl'Iit, 

She resumed, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
unjust Ruler said to the trader who came to buy jewels from 
his countiy, “ 'Tis not possible for thee lo lake lliy livelihood of 
my land except thou lansom thy life with this money, all of it; 
else shall thou die," So the man said in himself, “I am fallen 
between two Kings, and I know that llic oppression of this ruler 
embracetli all who abide in his dominions: anil if I satisfy him 
not, I shall lose both life and money (wlicicof is no doubt) and 
shall fail of myeiraiul; whilst, on the other hand, iff give him 
all the gold, it will most assmcdly piovc iny uiiu with its owner, 
the other King: wheiefoie no device will seive me but that I 
give this one a trifling pait llieteof and content him lliuiuwilh 
and aveil from myself and funu the money poidilion. Thus shall 
I get my livelihood of the fatness of this land, till I buy that 
which 1 desire of jewels; and, after satisfying the lyninL with 
gifts, I will Lake my portion of the piofll and return to the owner 
of the money with Ins need, tiusLing in his justice and indulgence, 
and unfcaiing that lie will punish me for that which this unjusL 
King taketh of the treasure, especially if il ho but a little," Then 
the trader called down blessings on the tyrant and said to him, “ O 
King, I will rnisom myself and this specie with a small portion 
theieof, from the time of my ciiteiing thy country lo that of my 
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going - forth therefrom/' The King agieed to this and left him at 
peace for a yeai, till he bouglil all manner jewels with the rest of 
the money a ad returned theicwith to his masLci, to whom he made 
his excuses, confessing to having saved himself from the unjust 
King as before related, The just King accepted his excuse and 
praised him for his wise device and set him on his light hand in 
his cliwan and appointed him in his kingdom an abiding inhei.it- 
ancc and a happy life-tide. 1 Now the just King is the similitude 
of the future world and the unjust King that of the pieseut woild; 
the jewels that be in the tyrant's dominions are good deeds and 
pious woilcs. The merchant is man and the money he hath with 
him is the provision appointed him of Allah* When I confide! 
this, I know that it bohoveth him who soeketh his livelihood in 
this world to leave not a day without seeking the goods of the 
world to come > so shall ho content Lhis -woild with that which he 
gaineth of the fatness of the earth and satisfy the other world with 
that which he spendeth of his life in seeking after it, (,i) “ Aie 
the spiiiL 3 and Lho body alike in reward and retribution, or is the 
body, as the luster of lusts and doer of sinful deeds, especially 
affected with punishment ? M — 51 The inclination to lusts and sins 
may be the cause of earning reward by the withholding of the soul 
therefrom and the repenting Lheieof; bill the command 3 is in the 
hand of Him who doth what He will, and things by tlicii contraries 
are distinguished. Thus subsistence is necessary to the body, blit 
there is no body without soul; and the purification of the spiiit is 
in making clean the intention in this world and talcing thought to 
that which shall profit ill the world to come, Indeed, soul and 
body are like two horses lacing for a wager or two foster-brotheis 
or L\vo parhieis in business. By the intent are good deeds dis- 
tinguished and thus the body and soul aie paltners in actions and 
in reward and retribution, and in this they are like the Blind man 
and the Cripple with the Overseer of the garden." Asked Shimas, 
£I How so ? ” and the Prince said, u Hear, O Wazir, the tale of 


THE BLIND MAN AND THE CRIPPLE," 

A dlind man and a Cripple were travelling-companions and used 
to beg alms in company* One day they sought admission into the 

1 A. curious pendant to tha Scupliual parable of lho Unjust Steward. 

2 Arab. " Rah," Ileb. Ruacli 1 lit breath (apintus), wlucli In the animal 
kingdom is the surest sign of life Sec vok m. m&ht ccclxx. 

3 Arab. fi APAmr,” which may also mean the business, lho matter, the 
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g-aidei of some one of the benevolent, and a kimUicaiLed wight, 
hearing tnen talk, took compassion on them find rained them into 
his garden, where he left them after plucking for them some of Us 
produce and went away, bidding them do no waste noi damage 
therein. When the fmils became lipe, the Cripple said to the 
Blind man, "Hrukye, I see lipe fuuLs and long tor them ; but I 
cannot lise lo eat Iheicof; so do thou arise, for Lhou ait sound of 
either leg, ancl fetch us somewhat tluiL we may eat. n Replied the 
Blind, M Fie upon thee! I had no Lhoughl of Lhem, but now that 
thou callest them Lo my mind, I long to eat of Lhcm and I am 
impotent unto this, being unable to see lhem; so how shall we do 
to gee at them ? ” Al this moment, behold, up came the Oveiseer 
of the gulden, who was a mail of undeisLandmg, and the Clippie 
said to him, “Huilcyc, O Oversea I I long foi somewhat q[ those 
fiuits ; buL we are as thou seest; I am a cripples and my mate hcio 
is stone-blind; so wlmt shall we do?' 1 Replied the Ovcisrer, 
“Woe to you I Have ye foigoUen that the niasLer of Hi e garden 
stipulated with you that yc should do nothing whereby waste or 
damage befall it: so take warning anti abstain from this," Rut 
they answeied, n Needs must we get oiu poilion of these liuda that 
we may eat thereof: so Loll us some device whereby we shall con¬ 
trive this, 1 ' When the O vastier saw that they weie noL to be 
turned from their purpose, he said, “ Tins, then, is my device, O 
Cripple, let the Blind bear thee on his back and Lakes Lhcc* under 
Lhe tree whose fiuit plea set li thee, so lliou maysl pluck what Lhou 
cansl reach thereof.' 1 Accordingly the Blind man look on his 
back the Clippies, who guided him, till he In ought him under a Liec, 
and he fell to plucking from iL whiiL he would and tem/ng at its 
boughs till he had despoiled iL; after which they went loimdabcmt 
and throughout the gaiden and wasted it wiLh Lhen hands and 
feet, noi did they cease fiom this fashion, till they had shipped all 
the trees of the garth. Then they relumed to their place ancl 
presently up came the master of the gaidon, who, seeing it in this 
plight, was wroth with sore wialh and coining up Lo thorn said, 
"Woetoyoul What fashion is this? Did I not stipulate with 
yon that ye should do no damage in the garden?” Quoth they, 
” Thou lenowest that wg ate powerless Lo come at any of tho Anil, 
for that one of us is a cripple and cannot lise and the otlici is 
blind and cannot see that which is before him: so what is otu? 
offence?* 1 But the master answered, lt Think ye I knew not how 
ye wrought and how ye have gone about Lo do wasle in my gaiden? 
I know, ns if I had been with thee, O Blind, that thou Lookcht the 
Cripple pick-a-back and he si lowed iheethe way till lhou borcsl him 
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to the tiees." Then lie punished them with gnevous punishment 
and thrust them out of the garden. How the Blind is the sunili- 
tilde of the body which seeth not save by the spirit, and the Cripple 
that of the soul, foi that it hath no power of motion but by the 
body; the garden is the works, foi which the creatine is rewarded 
or punished, and the Overseer is the reason which biddeth to good 
and for biddeth from evil. Thus the body and the soul are partners 
in icwaui and retribution,” (j) u Which of the learned men is 
most worthy of piaise, according to thee? “lie who is learned 
in the knowledge of Allah and whose knowledge piofiteth him.” 
(^“And who is this?' 1 —“Whoso is intent upon seeking to 
please his Loid and avoid His wrath/’ (<j) 41 And which of them 
is the most excellent? ”—“ He who is most learned in the know¬ 
ledge of Allah/ 1 ({) u And which is the most experienced of 
them?"—“ Whoso in doing according to his knowledge is most 
constant/ 1 (<i) 11 And which is Lhc puicst-heaited of them? 1 ’— 
11 He who is most assiduous in preparing foi death and praising- 
the Lord and least of them m hope, and indeed he who penetiatetli 
his soul With the awful ways of death is as one wholooketh into a 
dear muroi, for that lie knoweth the tiufch, and the mirror still 
increaseth in clearness and bnlliancci," (j) " What are the good¬ 
liest of treasures?"—“The treasiues of Heaven/' (^j) Which is 
the goodliest of the treasures of Heaven ? f ‘ The praise of Allah 
and his magnification/' fl Which is the most excellent of the 

Li ensures of earth ? ,J — u The piacLiceof kindness."--And Sliah- 

razad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted 
say. 


JQolu tofjen It tori tf)c Mm IbimhvciJ rm if (Blriienty JQigljb 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
Wazir Shimns asked Llio King’s son, saying, " Which is the most 
excellent of the tieasures of earth ? u he answered, The practice 
of kindness/' So the Minister pursued, “ Tell me of three 
several and difTcieuL things, knowledge and judgment and wit, 
and of that which uniteth them/'— £ ‘ Knowledge cometh of 
learning, judgment of experience, and wit of reflection, and they 
are all stabhshed and united in reason, Whoso combinelh these 
tluce qualities altainotli perfection, and he who addeth theieto the 
piety and fear of the Lord is in the right course.” (i) “Take 
the case of a man of learning- and wisdom, endowed with right 
judgment, luminous intelligence and alteenwiL and excelling, and 
tell me can desne and lust‘change these his qualities ? "—“Yes ; 
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for these two passions, when they enter into a man, altci his 
wisdom l md mulct standing nnd judgment and wit, and he h hie 
the Ossifrage 1 which, for piecaution against the lumteas, abode 
in the uppei air, of the excess of his subtlety; hut, as ho was 
thus, he saw a fowler set up his nets and when lho toils weic 
firmly staked down, bait them with a bit of meat; winch when 
ho beheld, desiie and lust Lheieof oveicamc him and he foi^oL 
that which he had seen of springes and of the soiry plight of all 
birds that fell into them. So he swooped down hum tho welkin 
and pouncing upon the piece of meal, was me ]i *<I in ibe same 
snare and coidd not win fice. When tho fowlm came up and saw 
the Ossifrage taken in his toils lie marvelled with exceeding 
marvel and said, 1 I set lip my neks, thinking to take lhoi pin 
pigeons and the like of small fowl; how ciuno this Ohsifrugo 
to fall into it?’ It is said that when desire .md lust incite 
a man of understanding 1 to aught, lie considcioLh the end Lhercof 
and lepiessclh with his reason his lust and his concupiscence; 
for r when these passions mge linn to aught, it bebovelli him lo 
maka his leason like unto a horseman skilled in hoi sum.un¬ 
ship who mounting a skittish horse, cmbeth him with a sliaip hit, 3 
so that he go arighL with him and hem him whither he will. As 
for the ignoiant man, who hath ncithci knowledge 1101 judgmenL, 
while all things are obscuie to him and dohiie and lusL lord it over 
him, veiily he doefch according to his debit e and his lust, and is of 
the number of those that pei ish , nor is there among moil one in 
woise case than he.” (j) " When is knowledge pioJitnbJonml when 
availeth reason to ward off the ill elTccLs of clesiie and lusL? M — 
“When thcii possessor useth them in rjuest of the goods of the 
next world, foi reason and knowledge are altogether piofitable ; 
but it befittclh not then owner to expoml them in the quest of tho 
goods of this woild, save in such measure as may bo needful For 
gaining his livelihood and defending himself horn its mischief; but 
to lay them out with a view Lo futurity. M u What is most woi thy 
that a man should apply himself theielo and occupy his heml 
wr tlial ?"—“ Good works and pious. 1 ' (,j) “If a man do this it 
clrverteth him fiom gaining his living: how then shall he do for 


x Arab " IJlab al-kasn* 11 ^ the breakei eagle 

2 Arab 11 Lijani shad id " the ring-bit of the Arabs is pm hap 1 ! the seveiest 
form known ; it ib inquired by tho Eastern pmetico of pul ling up the horso 
when going at full speed, and it is too well known Lo mquiic duset InlliMi As 
a rule tile Aiab mles n "lady's band," and Lhc ImuUuomk habit oi 
"hangingon by Ihe citib" is unknown to him 1 never pas^ by Kottcn Kow 
or see a regjnicnt of English errvafiy without wishing (o leave riders iwdiintf 
but their snaflles ° 
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his daily hiead wherewith he may not dispense ? "— 11 A man's day 
is four-ancl-twenty horns, and it behoveth him to employ one- 
third thereof in seeking his living, anothei in pray cl aud lepose, 
and the othei in the puisuits of knowledge; foi a reasonable man 
without knowledge is a baueii land, which hath no place foi 
tillage, liee-planling or giass-growing. Except it be prepared 
for tilth and plantation, 110 fmit will piofit therein; but if it be 
tilled and planted, it biingclh foith goodly fruits. So with the 
man lacking education; there is no piofit in him till knowledge be 
planted m him . then doth he beai fruit .* 1 2 ( d ) 11 Wliat sayst thou 
of knowledge without imdeistanding ?"—“It is as the knowledge 
of a biuLe 1 beast, which hath leainl the liouis of its foddeung 
and waking, luit hath no leason." (,j) u Thou hast been biief 
in thine answer heie anent; but I accept thy reply. Tell me,, 
how shall I guard myself against the Sultan ? " By giving 

him no way to thee," (;) “And how can I but give him 
way to me, seeing that he is set in dominion ovci 111c, and that 
the reins of my affair be in his hand ? (u IIis dominion over 
thee lieLh in the duties thou owest him ; wheiefoie, an thou give 
him his due, he hath ua feirlhci dominion over lhee, 4> (j) “ What 
aie a WaziTs duLies to his King ? —“ Good counsel and zealous 
service both in public and piivate, right judgment, the keeping 
of his secicts, and that he conceal fiom his loid naught of that 
whereof he hath a 1 i L to be informed, Jack of neglect of aught 
of his need with the gratifying oi which he charguth him, the 
seeking his appioval in eveiy guise and the avoidance of his^ 
angel. H (<r) “ How should the Wnzir do with the King ?”—"An 
thou be Wazii to the King and woulclsL fam become safe horn 
him, lei thy healing and thy speaking to bun smpass his, 
expectation of thee, and be Lliy seeking of ihy want from him< 
aftei the measme of thy lank in his esLccin, and hetvaie lest thou 
advance thyself to a dignity wheieof he decmeih thee unwoithy, 
for this would be like presuming against him. So if thou take 
advantage of his mildness and laisc thee to a rank beyond that 
which he dcomelh thy due, thou will be like the hunter whose 
wont it was to tiap wild beasts for their pelts and cast away the 
flesh. Now a Hon used to come to that place and eat of the 
carnon, and in course of time he made friendship with the huntei, 
who would throw meat to him and wipe his hands on his back, 
whilst the lion wagged his tail . 3 But when the huntei saw liis 


1 Arab, 11 Bahimnh, 1 * mostly = black cattle ; see vol, hi night cclvii 

2 As a rule when the felidcc wag thcji tails, it is a sign of coming' angei, 

the reverse vjitfi the camdre, 
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tameness and gentleness mid ^ubmissivcncss to him, liti said to 
himself* Veiily lliis lion huinbJclh himself to nio and l am 
mas Lei of him, and I see not why I should noL mount him and 
strip off his hide, as with Llic other wild bensLs," So he look 
coinage and sprang on the lion's back, piefiiuning on his mildness 
and deeming himself sine of him ; which when the lion saw, he 
raged with exceeding urge ruid l.'rising his fore paw, smote the 
huntci, that he drove his claws into liift vitals; after which he cast 
him under fool, and lare him in pieces and devoured him. By 
this we may know that it behovelh the Wa^ir to bear himself 
ton aids Llie King according Lotliat which he sooth of his condition 
and not piesuine upon the supoiioiily of his own judgment, lest 

the King become jealous of hum"-And Shahi.i/ad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased lo say her pennitled say. 

jftrtu tofrnt if \vnd fljr null fTlurlb!) JFNjjH 

She continued, It hath icaclicd me, 0 auspicious King, that the 
youth, the son of King JaJi’ml, said to SJinnns Lho Wmdr, ft It 
belioveth the Minister to boar himself Inwards Uio Monarch 
accoiding to“lhal which he soelh of hih condition, and not to 
presume upon the supciiouty of his own judgment Jowl the King 
wax jealous of 111111,” Quoth Sliimas, '‘How shall Urn Wiuii 
grace himself in the King's sight.”— <f By Llie peiloi nianrc of Iho 
trust committed lo him and of loyal counsel and sound judgment 
and the execution of his commands." Q) “ As fm what Hum 
saycsL of llie Wash's duty Lo avoid the lCing'a nilgai anc! pci form 
lus wishes and apply himself diligently lo Iho doing'of that wlieic- 
witli Lie chargcth him, such duty is always incumbent on him : but 
how, an the King’s whole picayune be tyranny and the practice 
of oppression and exorbitant exloition ; and what inhall Lho Wnzit 
do, if he be afflicted by intercourse with this unjust lord ? An ho 
strive to Uun him from his lust and his desire, he cannot do lliis, 
and if he follow him in his lusts and flatter him with false counsel, 
he nssuniclh the weight of responsibility heioui and bcconuslh an 
enemy to the people. What sayosl Lliou of this ? ”—*< What thou 
speaker, 0 Wazir,of his responsibility and sinfulness arisclh only 
iu the case of his abetting the King 111 his wrong-doing; hut it 
behoveth the Wazir, when the King lalcelh counsel wiLh him of 
the like of this to show foith to him the way of justice and equity 
and warn him against tyianny and oppiession and expound to 
him the principles of lighteously governing iho lieges; alluring 
him with the future reward that peiluinclU to this and rcslrmmng 
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him with warning of the punishment lie otherwise will incur. 
If the King incline to him and heathen unto liis words, his end is 
gained, and if not, there is nothing for it blit that he depait iiom 
him after courlcous fashion, because in palling for each of them is 
ease.” (<j) “ What are the duties of the King to his subjects and 
what are the obligations of the lieges to their loid?"—“They 
shall do whatso he ordereth them with pure intent and obey lnm 
in that winch pleaseth him and pleaseth AJJab and the Apostle 
of Allah. And the lieges can claim of the lord that he piotecfc 
theii possessions and guard their women, 1 even as it is their duty to 
hearken unto him and obey him and expend their lives freely in 
his defence and give him his lawful due and praise him fairly for 
that which he bestowclh upon them of Ins justice and bounty." 
(,;) " Have his subjects any claim upon the King otliei than that 
winch thou hast said? "—“Yes; the rights of the subjects fiom 
their Sovian aiemore binding than the liege lord’s claim upon his 
lieges; for that the blench of his duty towards them is more 
harmful than that of their duly towaids him ; because the 
ruin of (he King and the loss of his kingdom and fortune 
befall not save by the breach of his devoir to his subjects : 
wherefore it hehoveth him who is invested with the kingship 
to be assiduous in furthering three things, to wit, the fostering 
of the faith, the fostering of Ins subjects and the fostering of 
government; for by the ensuing of these Llnee things, his kingdom 
shall encluLe.' 1 (,j) “ IIow dotliiL behove him to do for his subjects’ 
weal ? M — Cf By giving them their due and maintaining their 
laws and customs 3 and employing Olema and learned men to 
teach them and justifying them, one of other, and spaiing their 
blood and defending their goods and lightening their loads and 
strengthening their hosts," (<]) “What is the Munster’s claim 
upon the Monarch ? "■—“None hath a more imperative claim on 
the King than hath the Wazir, for three reasons: fiistly, because 
of that which shall befall him from his liege lord in case of eu'or 
in judgment, and because of the general advantage to King and 
commons in case of sound judgment ; secondly, that folk may 

1 In India it ia popularly said that the Rajah can dc> anything with the 
Ryols pioviclecl heicspccls theii women and tliclr religion—not then pioperty, 

■2 Aiab Tl Sunan," for which see nights ccclxxili, and ccccxxv Here 
it is^Kasm or usage, equivalent to our piccedents, and held valid, especially 
when dating fiom olden time, in all mntteis which aie not expicssly provided 
I01 by Koranic command, For instance, a JJuictt Moslem (who doubtless 
|ioriowed ihe customs from Hindis) will refuse to eat with the- Kafir, and 
when the La Lie i* objects that theie is no such piolubilion in the Koran, will 
reply, “No; blit it if» our Unsm. 11 Aa a rule the Anglo-Indian ia very ignorant 
on this essential point. 
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Know the goodliness of the dogiec which the Waxir holdeth 
in the King’s esteem and theiefoie look on lnm with eyes of 
veneration and respect and submission 1 , and thirdly, that the 
Wazir, seeing this from King and subjects, may ward off from 
them that which they hate and fulfil to them that which they 
love. 11 (j) " I have heard all thou hast said of the attributes of 
King and Wazir and liege and approve Ihoicof: but now tell me 
what is incumbent in keeping the longue from lying and folly and 
slandering good names and excess in speech.”—" IL heliovetli a 
man to speak naught but good and kindness and to talk no! of 
that which toucheth him no l; to leave dolincltcm nor carry talk 
he hath he aid from one man to his enemy, neilhoi seek to hami 
his fiiend nor his foe with his SulLan and reclc not of any 
(neither of him from whom he liopctli for good nor of him whom 
he feareth for mischief) save of Allah Almighty ; foi Ho indeed is 
the only one who liannetli 01 piofilclh, Let him not impute 
default unto any nor talk ignorantly, IcsL lie incur Lho weight and 
thd®sm theieof bcfoie Allah and ei\n\ hale among men ; for know 
thou that speech is like an anow which once shot none can avail 
to recall. Let him also bewrue of disclosing his senel lo one 
who shall discover it, lest ho fall into mischief by mason of iLs 
disclosure, after confidence on its concealment; and let him he 
more careful to keep his secret from his friend Limn from his foe; 
for the keeping a secret with all folk is of the performance of 
faithful trust A (j) M Tell me Lrow a man should hear himself 
with his family and friends. 1 ’—"There is no rest for a son of 
Adam save in righteous conduct; he should louder Lo his (amily 
that which they deserve and Lo his hiellnon whalso is Lheir 
due.” (i) “ What should one leiulci lo one's kinsfolk ? " — 11 To 
parents, submission and soli speech and affability and honour 
and reveience. To brethren good counsel and 1 dullness Lo 
expend money foi them and assistance in Lbon undertakings and 
joj^ance in their joy and grieving foi Lheir grief and closing of Lhc 
eyes toward the enors LhaL they may commit; for, when Lhey 
experience this from a man, they requite him with the LiesL of 
counsel they can command and expend their lives in his defence; 
wherefore, an thou know Lhy brother to bo twisty, lavish 

upon him thy love and help him ill all his affairs,”-And 

Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her 
permitted say. 


I Lit 11 lowering the wings, 11 sc asufra, night dcccxclx, 
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She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King-, that the 
youth, the son and heir of Kuij JaLad, when questioned by the 
Wazir upon the subjects aforesaid, leturncd him satisfactory 
replies, when Sbijnns lesumcd, <C J see that brelhien are of two 
kinds, bietluen of LiusL and brethren of society.* As for the first 
who be friends, theie is due to Iheni that which thou hast set 
foilh; but now tell me of the ollieis who be acquaintances/ 1 
—“As for bielhien of society thou geLtesl of them pleasance 
and goodly usance and fail speech and enjoyahie company; so be 
thou not sparing- to Lliem of thy delights, but be lavish to Lhcm 
thereof, like ns they are lavish to Lhec, and render to them that 
which they lendei to Lhee of affable countenance and an open 
favour and sweet speech; so shall thy life be pleasant and thy 
woids be accepted of them/ 1 (4) " Tell me now of the piovision 
decreed by the Creator to all dentures. Hath He allotted to 
men and boasts cadi hisscvcial piovision to the completion of his 
appointed lifts-team; and if this allotment be thus, what makclh 
him who seckclh Ins livelihood to incur hardships and travail 
in the quest uf that which he knoweth nuisL come io him, if 
it he decreed to him, albeit he incur not the misery of 
eiideavoui ; and which, if it be not decieed to him, he shall 
not win, though he sLiivc aftei it with his utlcimost striving? 
Shall he Lheiefoie stint cndeavoui and in his Lord put trust 
and to lus body and his soul give rest? 11 -—“Indeed, wc see 
clearly Ihal lo each and every there js a piovision distributed 
and a term prescribed ; but to ail livelihood aie a way and 
means, and he who scolccth would get case of his seeking by 
ceasing to seek; withal there is no help but that he seek his 
fortune. The seckoL is, however, m two cases; eiLher he 
gaincth his foilunc or he failclh thereof, In the first case, his 
pleasure consi&Loth in two conditions; fust, in having gained 
Ins fortune; and secondly, in the laudable 2 issue of his quest; 
and in the other case, his pleasure consisteth, fust, in his readi¬ 
ness to seek his daily bread; secondly, in liis abstaining from 
being a burden to the folk; and thirdly, in his freedom from 
liability to blame,' 1 (<j) “What sayst thou of the means of 
seeking one’s fortune F”—“A man shall hold lawful that which 
Allah (to Whom belong Might and Majesty) alloweth, and 


1 1.0, friends and acquaintance 1 ?, 

2 Arab n Hmmdali " = praisewoi Ihy or satisfactory, 
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unlawful whalso He foibiddeth.” Reaching Lliis pass the 
discourse between them came to ail end, and Shimns and all Lhe 
Olema present rose and pi os ti nting themselves liefoie Lhc young 
Prince, magnified and extolled him, whilst his father piessed him 
to his bosom and seating him on Lhe Hi rone of kingship, said, 
a Praised be Allah Who hath blessed me with a son to be the 
coolth of mine eyes in my lifetime I M Then said the King’s son 
to Shimas in presence of all the Olema, “ O sage that ail veiscd 
in spiritual questions, albeit Allah have vouchsafed to me but 
scanty knowledge, yet do J coinpiehciitl thine intent in accepting 
fiom me what I pioflbrcid in answci concerning that whereof 
thou hast asked me, whethei I hit or missed the mailt Ihoiein, 
and belike thou foigavcsl my cilois; but now I am minded 
to question thee juient a tiling, whereof my judgment failclh 
and whereto my capacity is insufficient and which my longue 
availeth noL to set foith, foL that iL is ubsciuo to me, with 
the obscurity of clear water m a black vessel. Wlieiefoie I 
would have thee expound it to me, so no iota thereof may remain 
doubtful to the like of me, to whom its obscurity may puisent 
itself in lhc future, even as it hath patented itself to me in the 
past; since Allah, even as He hath made life to bo in lymph 1 and 
stlength in food and the cuic of the sick in the skill of the loach, 
so hath He appointed the healing of Lhe fool to be in the learning 
of the wise. Give car, Lhcrcfoic, to my speech. ,J Replied Lhe 
Warn, “O luminous of intelligence and master of casuistical 
questions, thou whose excellence all the Olema attest, by icnson 
of the goodliness of Lhy disciction of things and thy distribution 2 
thereof, and the justness of thine answers to the questions I have 
asked thee, thou JaiowcsL thaL Lhou c.msl enquiio of me naught, 
but thov\ art better able than I to form n just judgment thereon 
and expound it truly; for that Allah hath vouchsafed unLo ihcc 
such wisdom as He hath bestowed on none other of men, JUil in¬ 
form me of what thou wouldst qucsUou me.” Quoth the Riince, 
“Tell me from what did the Cicaloi (magnified be His all-might I) 
create the world, albeit them was bcfmc it naught, and them is 
naught seen in this woild but il is created fiom soimdhing ; and 
the Divine Cicaioi (extolled and exalted be lie!) is able to cuialo 
things fiom nothing, yet hath His will decreed, foi all llio per¬ 
fection of His power and grandeur, that Ho shall aeato naught 


1 Not only alluding to the sperm of man mid beast; but also lo Hie 
[' Neptimist " doctime held by lhc ancient Cheeks and Hindus and developed 
in Europe during the lasl ccntuiy, 

2 Aiab, "Takwni," dividing into parts, analysis. 


King /ah*ad of Ilind and his IFazir Shiunu* 155 

bul from something.The Wazit replied, “As for those who 
fashion vessels of pollens clay, 1 2 and oLhet handicraftsmen, who 
cannot originaie one ihuig save fi om anolhei ihing, they aic them¬ 
selves only creator] entities; but, ns for the Cicaior, Who hath 
wrought the wot Id after 111 is wondrous fashion, an thou wouldsl 
know ITis powei (extolled and exalted be He!) of calling things 
into existence, extend thy thoughL and consider the various kinds 
of created things, and thou will find signs and instances, pioving 
the perfection of Ills puissance and that lie is able to create Lhc 
eiis from Llie non-ens : nay, He called things into being, after 
absolute n 02]-existence, for the elements which be the matter oi 
created things were sheer nothingness, I will expound this to 
thee, so thou mnyst be iu no scepticism theteof, and the maivel- 
signs of the alternation of Night and Day shall make this cleat to 
thee. When the light goclh and the night comelh, the day is 
hidden fiom us and wo know not the place whole it alndeth, and 
when the night passeth away with its darkness and its terror, the 
day comclh and we know not the abiding-place of the night. 3 * In 
hire iminnei, when the sun lisotli upon us, we Jcnow not where it 
hath laid up its lighL, and when it setlcth, we ignore the abiding- 
place of its setting : and the examples of this among the works of 
the Ciealot (magnified be His name and glorified be His mightI) 
abound in what confoundclh the thoughL of the keenest-'willed of 
human beings." Rejoined the Prince, “O sage, thou hast set 
before me of the power of the Creator what is incapable of 
denial; bul loll me how He called His creatines into existence. 5 * * ' 
Answered Shimas, “ He created them by the sole power of His 
one Word/ which existed before time, and wherewith He created 
all things." Quoth the Pnuce, “Then Allah (be His name mag¬ 
nified and His might glorified I) only willed the existence of 

1 Upon Lhc old Mimla of lhc poltci I shall have something to any in a 
coming volume 

2 A ime specimen of a pcculiaiUy in Lhe undeveloped mind of mail! the 
universal confusion between things objective, as n dead body, and slates of 
tilings, as death Wa begin by giving a name, for facility of inteicoursc, to 
phase*, phenomena, and condition 1 * of matter; and, having created the woid, 
we piotecd to supply it with a fanciful cnliLy, eg. 11 The Mmd (a useful term 
to expioss llic aggiegato action of tlio brain, nervous system, etc) of man 
is immortal," The next sLep is peiBonification, as Time with his forelock, 
Death with his s»k«ll r and Night (lhc absence of light) with her slany mantle 
I r oi poeliy this abuse of language is a sine qua non, bin it b deadly foe to all 
tine philosophy, 

3 Chi is Linns would liatuially understand this " One Word M to be the 

Aiyos- of the Plalonists, adopted by St, Jolm (compm a lively a late wrltei) and 

by the Alexandrian school, Jewish (as,Philo Juda3us)'and Christian, But here 

Llie tala-teller alludes to llie Divine Word " Kun" (be!) whereby the worlds 

came into existence, 
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created things, before they came into being ? M Replied Shim as, 
“ And of His will He cieated them with his one Woid, and but 
for His speech and that one Woid, the cioutUm had not come 
into existence."——And Shahiazatl pcLceivcd the dawn of day 
and ceased to say her permitted say. 

jfloU) tuJjcii It wacf flic Jftinc ptnibucto nntf JFoitrtccntD JRifl'M, 

She resumed, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that after 
the King's son had asked his snc’sWazn the casuistical quo*.turns 
afoicsaid, and had leceived a sufficient answer, Shimas said to 
him, “ O deal my soil/ there is no man can tell thee othei |>nl 
this I have said, except he twist the woids handed down to us of 
the Holy Law and turn the truths Lhcicof from thcii evident 
meaning. And such apciveision is Lhcit hay in k that the Wmd 
hath inherent and positive powei and I lake refuge with Allah 
fiom such a nus-belieFl Nay, the meaning of our saying tliat 
Allah (to Whom belong Might and Majesty ■) ueaied the 
world with His Woid is that He (exalted he Ills name!) is 
One in His essence mid His alii Unites and not that llis Word 
hath independent power. On Lhe contiaiy, power is one of 

the attributes of Allah, even as speech and nlher attributes of 
perfection aic allnliutes of Allah (exalted be His digniLy and 
extolled be llis empeiyl); whciefoic lie may not lie con¬ 
ceived without His Woid, nor nmy His Word he conceived 
without Him ; for, with Ilia Woid, AJJah (extolled be llis 
piaisel) cl Gated all His creatines, and without I lis Wui d the Lord 
created naught, Indeed, He ciualod all tilings but by J lis Woid 
of Truth, and by TruLli aic wo cioatcdd 1 Quoth the lhmco, ,r I 
compieheud LhaL which thou hast said on the subject of the Cioatoi 
and fiom Ihec I accept this wiLli understanding ; but 1 hear Llice 
say that He created the woiid by llis Woul of Truth. Now 
Tmth is the opposite of Falsehood ; whence then suoso Falsehood 
with its opposition unto Truth and how coniclh it to be possible 
that it should be confounded therewith and heroine doubtful to 
human beings, so that they need to distinguish between the twain? 
And doth the Creator (la Whom belong Might and Majesty l) love 
Falsehood or hate it ? An thou say He Jovelh Tmth and by iL 
created all things and abhonelli Falsehood, how came Lhe False, 
which the Creator hatelh, to invade the Tine which lie lovoLh ? M 
Quoth ShimaSj “Verily Allah the Most High created man all 

i Arab "Ya bunayyi," a dim foun, 111 "O my lllllc son [ " sin affec¬ 
tionate address frequent in Russian, whoso "lilllo fallioi *• (under “ JJoff") la 
bis Czar. 
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Tukth, 1 loving His name and obeying Ilis word, and on this wise 
man had no reed of repentance till .Falsehood invaded the Tuith 
wheieby he was created by means of Lhe capability 4 which Allah 
had placed in him, being the will and the inclination called lust 
of lucre, 0 When Lhe False invaded the True on this wise, right 
became confounded with wrong, by reason of the will of man and 
his capability and gioed of gain, which is the voluntary side of bin) 
together with the weakness of human nature , whercfoLe Allah 
created penitence for man, Lo turn away fiom him Unluilh and 
stabllsh him in Truth; and He cientcd for Jiim also punishment 
if he should abide in Lhe obsciuity of Falsehood.” Quoth Lhe 
Prince. 11 Tell me how came Untruth to invade Tuith, so as to 
be confounded thciowith and how became man liable Lo punishment 
and so stood in need of 1 open Lance, 11 Replied Shunas, “When 
Allah created nun with Tuith, lie made him loving to Himself 
and ihcie was foi him ncithei repentance nor punishment; but he 
abode thus Lill Allah put in him Lhe soul, which is of tho per¬ 
fection of humanity, albeit naturally inclined to lust which is 
111 he lent theicm, From this sprang the growth of Untruth and 
ili confusion with Tmlb, whormvilli man was created and with 
the Ioa 0 whcri'ui his nature had been made ; and when man came 
Lo this pass, he decliued fiom the TniLh with disobedience and 
whoso dccluictb horn tho TuUh fallcth into Falsehood/' Said the 
Pnnce, “ Then Falsehood invaded Truth only by reason of dis¬ 
obedience and liansgiussion ? ” Shimas replied, H Yes : aud it is 
thus because Allah loveth mankind, and of the abundance of His 
love to man ITe created him having need of I-Iimself, that is to 
say, of tho very Truth : but oftentimes man lapseth from this 
by cause of the inclination of the soul to lusts and turneth to 
fiowardncss, wherefore he falleth into Falsehood by the act of dis- 

1 Thus in two tetla. Mr Payne lias, n Verily Gotl^ lhe Most High 
cicated man after His own image, and likened him to Himself, all of Hun 
truth, without falsehood; then fie gave him dominion over liimseJjf and 
otdered him ami foibatlc him, and it was man who transgressed His. com¬ 
mandment and cired in his obedience and biought falsehood upon himself 
of Ids own will 11 Ileie lie boirows from the Bnjsl Edit, via 84 (firsd five 
lines) But the doctrine is mther Jewish and Christian than Moslem 
At-Mas'udi (li 3H9) introduces n Copt In the presence of Ibn Tnfcun saying, 

" Tnnce, tlie^c people (designating a Jew) pie tend that Allah Almighty created 
Adam mankind) aflci his own image " ('Alft SuralHA 

2 Arab. " Istit&’ah M = ableness, q g } '■ Al-liajj Unda ' 1 -Istittf'ah " — Pil¬ 
grimage when a man is able thcieto (by easy chcumstances) 

3 Arab 11 Al-Kasab, 11 which pluenologists would translate "acquisitive¬ 
ness *' The author is here attempting Lo icconcile man’s moral responsibility, 
that is Fieewill, with Fate, by which all human actions arc directed and 
coni lolled, I cannot see that ho fails lo “ appieherd Lhe hnotLy point of 
docliine involved " ; but I find his inability to make two conttailos agree as 
pronounced as (lint of all odieis, Moslems and Chiisrifi/is, that piecedcd him 
in the same path 
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obeying - his Lord nncl thus desmvoLh punishment; find by putting 
away from himself Falsehood with lepentance and by the return¬ 
ing to the love of the TruLh, he meiitclb fuluic lewaid. 1 ' Quoth 
the Prince, “ Toll me the oiigin of sin, whilst all mail kind Liaco 
their being to Adam, and how cometh it thal he, being created 
of Allah with Tiuth, drew disobedience on himself; then was ius 
disobedience coupled with lepentance, after the scuil had been set 
in him, that his issue might be row a id or lelutudion ? Indeed, 
we see some men constant in sinfulness, inclining Lo that which 
lie loveth not and inmsgiessing in this the oiigiu.il intent and 
pmposc of their cication, which is the love of the TuiLh, and 
drawing on themselves the wralli of theii LolcI, whilsL we see 
others constant in seeking the satisfaction of Lhoii (he,dor and 
obeying Him and mini ling jnuicy find fulme lccoinpeiiHe. What 
causeLLi this diflerence prevailing bcLween them ? ,T Hoplieci 
Shimas, M The origin of disobedience descending upon mankind 
is attributable to JCblis, who was the noblest of all thal Allah 
(magnified be His name!) created of angels 1 and men and Jinn, 
and the love of the TttiLli was inheienl in him, fur lie knew nnughL 
buL tins ; blit wluuias he saw himself unique in such dignity, thrift 
entered into him pride and conceit, vaingloiy and arrogance which 
revolted fiom loyalty and obedience Lo the commandment of IIis 
Creator; wherefoie Allah made him inferior lo all creatines and 
cast him out from love, making his abiding place to bo in dis¬ 
obedience, So when lie knew that Allah (glorified Im IIis name I) 
loved not disobedience and saw Adam and Lhe c use wherein ho 
was of hath and love and obedience to Ins Cioaior, envy enlciod 
into him and he devised some device to piuvoit Adam from the 
truth, that lie might bo a partaker with himself in Falsehood; 
and by this, Adam incurred chastisement for his inclining to dis¬ 
obedience, which his foe made fair to him, and his subjection to 
his lusts, when as he transgressed the charge of his Lord, by 
leason of Lhe appearance of Falsehood* When the Creator 
(magnified be the praises of Fhm mul hallo well be the I.amiss of 
Him !) saw the weakness of mail and the swiftness of his inclining 
to his enemy and leaving the Tiuth, lie appointed to him, ol IIis 
mercy, repentance, that thciowilh he might aiise from the slough 9 

1 The ordci should be, "men, angels, and linn, 11 fur which secs vol, 1 , 
night h But M angels 1 ’ here taUe precedences Iweausu IbLni was one 1 of 
Hi cm, 

2 Aiab M Wai tali’’= pi ccipice, qimgmiio,' quicks Anil, and Jioncc/muuliy 
secondary and mcliiphoncal signifi cal ions, multji which, as in tho "SamiUc” 
(Arabic) tongues gcneially, the piosaical and malCTjal ^anw of lhe woul is 
cleaily evident I noted this in Pilgumago, ill, 00, and wd, ‘mindly ubusjd 
by a host ol Sciolists foi so saying, 
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of inclination to disobedience, and Lairing the arms and aimoui of 
repentance, overcome Iheiewilh Ins foe Iblis and his hosts, and 
leLurn to the Truth, wherein he was created. When Iblis saw 
that Allah (magnified be Ilis piaise I) had appointed him a pro¬ 
tracted tei m, 1 2 he hastened to wage war upon man and to beset 
him with wiles, to the intent that he might oust him from the 
favour of Ins Hold and make him a partaker with hiinseJf in the 
wrath which ho and liis hosts had incurred; whcrefcne Allah 
(extolled be Iiis puiscs 1 ) appointed unto man Lhc capability if 
penitence and commanded him to apply himself to the Truth and 
persevere therein ; and forbade him from disobedience and fiowaid- 
ncssr and icvealed to him that he had on the earth an enemy 
warring against him and relaxing not from him night nor day. 
Thus hath man a light to future reward, if he adhere to the 
Truth, in the love of which his natine was created ; but he be- 
coinoLh liable to punishment, if the ilcsli master him and incline 

him to lusLs,”-And Shahinzad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 

Jfroui toljcn it tuac tf>c Jflinc mrt JFlthcniD ffiiflljt. 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
young Piinee had questioned Shmias touching disputed points of 
olden time and had been duly answered, he presently said, “Now 
tell me by what powci is Lhc creatine able to transgress against 
his Creator, seeing that Ilis omnipotence is without bounds, even 
as thou hast set forth, and that naughL can overcome Him or 
depart from His will ? Hcemest thou not that He is ablo to turn 
His creatines from this disobedience and compel them eternally 
to hold the Ti ulh ? M Answered Sbimas, “ In veiy sooth Almighty 
Allah (honoured be His namel) is just and equitable and loving- 
kind to Lire people of His affection, 3 He cieated Idis creatines 
with justice and equity and of the inspiration of His justice and 
the overflowing of Ilis mercy He gave them kingship over them¬ 
selves that they should do whatever they might design. lie 
showclh them the way of righteousness and bestoweth on them 
the power and ability of doing whal they will of good ; and if 
they do the opposite Iheieof, Lliey fall into destruction and dis¬ 
obedience/ 7 (i) “If the Creator, as thou sayest, hath granted to 

1 t e allowing Hie DeviJ io go about Ike wild and seduce mankind 
Until Doomsday 

2 t.e, Lo those who descivc Ilib love. 
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mankind power and ability 1 2 and Lhey by 1 Gabon Llieicof me 
empowered Lo do whatso they will, why then doth lie not conic 
between them and that which they desiie of wiong and turn them 
to the right ?’’—" This is of the greatness of His mercy and Lhe 
goodhness of His wisdom; foi, oven as afmoLimc He showed 
Wiath to Iblis and had 110 meicy on him, even so He showed 
Adam mercy, by means 3 of lepentancc, and accepted of him, 
after He had been wroth with him/’ (<j) 'Tic is indeed mere 
Truth, for He it is who lequitclli every one according to his 
works, and there is no Creator save Allah Who hath pmra over 
all things, But tell me, hath He created that which fie loveth 
and thuL which He lovcth not or only Llicit which He lovolh ? ”— 
" He created all things, but favometh only that which He lovelli." 
(f) u What reckcsl thou of two things, one whereof is pleasing' 
to God and earnclh Inline lewaul for him who piacliselh it, and 
the other ofifemlulh Allah and cntailoth lawful punishment upon 
the doer? tl Expound to me these two things and make me Lo 
—apprehend them, lhaL I may speak concerning them.”— 11 They 
are good and evil, the two things inherent in Lius body and in the 
soul.”— l( O wise youth, I see that Lhou knowosL good and evil Lo 
be of the walks which the soul and the body combine to do. Good 
is named good, because it is in favour with God, and evil is tamed 
ill, for that in it is His ill-will. Indeed, it behoveLh thro to know 
Allah and to please Him by the practice of good, Lor that lie hath 
bidden us to this and foi bidden us to do evil." {,;) “I see these 
two things, to wit, good and evil, Lo be wrought curly liy the five 
senses familially known in the body of man, which be Lhe 
sensoutim H whence pioceed speech, healing, sight, .smell and touch. 
Now I would have thee leli mo whether these five senses were 
cieatedaltogether foi good or for evil.”—“ Apprehend, O man, the 
exposition of that whereof thou nskest and it is a manifest proof; 
so lay it up in thine inueimost thought and take it to thy haul. 
And Lhis it is that Lhe Creator (extolled and exalted be Hoi) 
cicated man with Tiulh and impressed him with Lhe love thereof 
and there proceeded fiom it no cicnLed thing save by Lhe 
puissance of lhe Most High, whose tiaceis in every phenomenon. 
He 4 * (extol we Him and exalt wc Him I) Is jioL apt but Lo the 

1 Hcie " Islita'ah *' would mean capability of action, tt free-will, vvludr 
is a mere woid like ,f fice-tiadc ” 

2 Arab, "Bi al-taubah " which may alao mean "for (on account of hla) 
penitence." 

3 Arab " Mahall al-Zaub,” lit s=seat or laato 

,| M Payne tianalalcs " il " ie the Tiuthf but tho fommln following 

Lhe word shows that Allah is meant, 
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ordering of justice and equity and beneficence, and HecieaLed man 
{or the love of Him and set in him a soul, wlieiein the inclination 
to lusts was innate and assigned him capability and ablcness and 
appointed the Five Senses aforesaid to be to him a means of 
winning Heaven or PIell. n (<j) "How so?” — u In that He created 
the Tongue foi speech, the Hands for action, the Feet for walking, 
and the Eyes for seeing, and the Ears for heaiing, and upon each 
bestowed especial power and incited them to exercise and motion, 
bidding each of them do naught save that which pleaselh Him. 
Now vvlmt pleaselh Him in Speech is truthfulness and abstaining 
from its opposite, which is falsehood; and what pleaselh Him 
in Sight is turning it unto that which lie lovelli ancl leaving the 
coiHraiy, which is tinning it unto that which He hatclh, such as 
looking unto lusts: and what pleaselh Him in Heaiing is hearken¬ 
ing to naught but the True, such as admonition and that which is 
in Allah's writ and leaving the contrary, which is listening to that 
which inciuicth the anger of Allah ; an l what pleaseth Him in 
the Hands is not hoaiding up that which Pie entrusteth to ih in, 
but expending it in such way as shall please Ilun and leaving the 
conliary, which is avarice or spending in sinfulness that which Pie 
hath committed to them j and what pleaseth Him in the Feet is 
that they be constant in the pm suit of good, such as the quest of 
instruction, and leave its contrary, which is the walking in other 
than the way of Allah, Now respecting the rest of the lusts which 
man practiscth, they pioceed fionv the body by command of the 
soul, Hut the lusts which proceed from the body are of two kinds, 
the lust of lepioduclion and the lust of the belly, As for the 
former, that which plcnsoth Allah thereof is that it be not other 
than lawful 1 and Pie is displeased with it if contrary Lo His law. 
As for the lust of the belly, eating and drinking, what pleaseth 
Allah thcicof is that each Lake naught save that which the 
Almighty hath appointed him, be it little or mickle, and praise 
the Lord and thank Him, and what angerctli Him thereof is 
that a man Lake that which is not his by right. All precepts other 
than these arc false, and thou lmowest that Allah created every 
thing- and delighlelh only m Goad and commandeth each member 
of the body to do that which He hath made on it incumbent, 
for that Pie is the All-wise, the All-knowing." (^) “ Was it fore¬ 
known unto Allah Almighty (exalted be His power!) that Adam 
by eating of the tree from which Pie forbade him and whence 


i Moslcmsj who do their best to countermine the ascetic idea Inherent in 
Chris Liam ty, are not ashamed ol the sensual appetite; but rather the revcise 
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befell wliaL befell, would leave obedience for disobedience ? n — 
11 Yes, O sage youLh. This was foLcknown unto Allah Almighty 
ere He created Adam; and the proof and manifestation attached 
thereto is the warning He gave him against rating of the tree, 
and His informing him that if he ale of the fruit lie would he 
disobedient. And this was in the way of justice and equity, lost 
Adam should have an argument wherewith he might excuse 
himselt against Ins Lord. When, lliereloie, I10 fell into enoi and 
calamity and when disgrace waxed soio upon him and lepioach, 
this passed to his posteiiLy after him; wlioicfnro Allah sent 
Prophets and Apostles and gave to them Hooks, and they taught 
us the divine commandments and expounded Lo us what 
was thciei-n of admonitions and piecepts, and made clem Lo us 
and manifest the way of righteousness and explained to us wlul 
it behoved us to do and what Lo leave undone. Now we aic 
endowed with Fico-will, and lie who actolh witlun these lawful 
limits winneth his wish and piospcucLh, while whoso Lmnsgiusselh 
these legaL bounds and doclh othei than that which these pre- 
cepts enjoin, Lesistclh the Lord and is nunecl in both Abodes. 
This, then, is the mad of Good and Lvil. Thou lmowosL that 
Allah over all things is Omnipotent and rivaled 110L lusts fm us 
but of Iiis pleasiuc and volunty, and lie bade us use them m the 
way of lawfulness, so they might he Lo us a good; but when wc 
use them in the way of sinfulness they are to us an evil, There¬ 
fore what of righteous we compass is horn Allah Almighty, and 
whaL of wrongous fiom 0111 selves 1 His creatures, not liom the 

Creator, exalted be Ho hciefor with liiglunosL exaltation I fl - 

And Shahtazad perceived Hie dawn of day and ceqscd to say Iicl 
permitted say. 

JlDoU) toljeu It torus tbc Ji3(iu Ipimtucti nuK &ljctcfiK& JRIrrDL 

She continued, If hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the youth, King Jali’ad’s son, had questioned Shirnas concerning 
these subtleties and had been duly answered, ho pursued, " That 
which thou hast expounded to me concerning Allah and His 
creatures I understand; but toll me of one matter, concerning 
which my mind is perplexed with extreme wonderment, and that 
is that I marvel al the sons of Adam, how caieless they aic of 
the life to come and at lima lack of taking thought thereof and 
their love to this voild, albeit Lhcy know that they must needs 

1 Koian.lv 8t: " \Vh L itevci good bclideth Ihue is fi in Gotland wlipt- 
■ evci betideth tliec of evil is from thyrclf " 
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leave it and dcpaLt fiom it, whilst they aie yet young in years." 
—“ Yes, veiily; and that which thou seesL of its changefuluess 
and iiaitoiousnoss with its children is a sign that Foitunc to the 
foi Lunate will not enduie noi to the afflicted Affliction; fox none of 
its people is secure from iLs chaugcfulness, and even if one have 
power ovci it and be content therewith, yet them is no help bul 
that his estate change and lemoval hasten unto him. Wherefore 
man can put 110 trust therein nor pLofit by that which he enjoyeth 
of iLs gilding and gllLtei, 1 and we knowing this will know that the 
soiiicst of men in condition arc those who aie deluded by this 
world and aie unmindful of the otbci world, for that ivhatso of 
presenL case they enjoy will not even the fear and miseiy and 
honors which will befall them after then lemoval therefrom. 
Thus are we ccitified that, if Llie cieatnre knew that winch will 
betide him with Iho coining of death and his seveiance from that 
which he enjoyeth of pleasure and delight, he would cast away 
the world and that which is Lheiriu ; fm wc are ceilifi* d that the 
next life is heLLei for us and more profitable. 11 Said the Piince, 
“ O sage, thou hast dispelled the darkness that was upon my 
heail by the light of thy shining lamp, and hast direcLed me into 
the light road I must tread on the track of Tiuth and hast given 
me & lantern whcieby I may sec." Them rose one of the learned 
men who were in the piobcnce and said, "When cometh the 
season of Prune, needs must the halts seek the pasture as well as 
the elephant; and indeed I have heard from you twain such 
questions and solutions as I never befoie heard; but now leave 
that and let me ask you of somewhat. Tell me, what is the best 
of the goods of the world?' 1 Replied the Prince, 11 Health of 
body, lawful livelihood, and a virtuous son, 11 (,j) 11 What is the 
gieater and what is the less ? “ The greater is.that to which a 

lesser than itself submitted], and the less that which submit teth to 
a greater than itself." (;) “What aie the four thipgs wherein 
concur all creatures?”—“Men concur in meat and dritilr, the 
sweet of sleep, the lust of women, and the agonies of death." 
(,;) " What are the three things whose foulness none can do 
away ? "—“Folly, meanness of nature, and lying." V What is 
the besL kind of lie, 3 though all kinds are foul?"—“That whidh 

1 Aiab "Zukhriif," which Mr, Payne pictiucsquely renders 11 painLod 

gawd a.'' 

2 See night dxxxix, The only He which degrades a man In his own 
estimation, and in that of otlieis, is that told for fear of telling the tiuLh. A if 
Mst e f human society and civilised in Lei comae are built upon a system of 
conventional lying, and many clioll stones illustrate the consequences of 
tiki eluding the dictum, fn voiitt ft'&t fas lonjouys bonne d din*. 
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aveiteth hann ftom its uttcrer and bringeth gain. 1 ’ (,j) “Whal 
kind of truth fulness is foul, though all kinds arc fail ? “ That 

of a man glorying in that which he hath and vaunting himself 
thereof." Q) “ What is the foulest of foulnesses ? ”— 41 When a man 
boasteth himself of that which he hath not." (,[) “Who is the 
most foolish of men ?"— (11 lie who hath no thought but of what lie 
shall put in his belly." Then said Rhiiims, “ O King, verily thou 
art our King, but we desire that thou assign the kingdom to thy 
son after thee, and we will be thy servants and lieges.” So the 
King exliorLed the Olcma and others who were in the presence Lo 
remember that which they had heard and do according thereto 
and enjoined them to obey his son's commandment, for Lhat he 
made him his hcir-apparcnt , A so he should be the successor of the 
King his sire; and he took an oath of all the people of his empire, 
literates and braves and old men and boys, to mention none 
other, that they would not oppose him in the succession nor 
transgress against his commandment, Now when the Prince was 
seventeen years old, the King sickened of a sore sickness and 
came nigh to die ; so, being cei tided that his decease was at hand, 
he said to the people of his household, “ This is disease oi Death 
which Is upon me; wherefoie do ye summon my son ami kith and 
kin and gather together the Giandccs and Notables of my empire, 
so not one of them limy remain except he be present." Accordingly, 
they fared forth and made proclamation to those who were near, 
and published the summons to Lliose who were afar olf, and Lliey 
ail assembled and went in lo the King. Then said they Lo him, 
“ How is it with thee, O King, and how dcomcsl thou for thyself 
of these thy dolours ?" Quoth Jali'ad, “ Verily, this my malady is 
mortal, and the shaft of death hath executed that which Allah 
Almighty decreed against me : this is the last of my days in the 
world here and the first of my days in the world hereafter." Then 
said he to his son, ,c Diaw near unto me*" So the youth diew 
near, weeping with weeping so sore, that he well-nigh drenched 
the bed, whilst the King’s eyes welled tears and all who were 
present wept. Quoth Jali'ad, “ Weep not, O my son; I am not 
the first whom this Inevitable brlideth; nay, it is common to all 
that Allah hath cieated. But fear thou tlio Almighty and'do 
good deeds which shall precede Ihec to the place whither all 
creatures tend and wend. Obey not thy lusts, but occupy thy 
soul with lauding the Lord in thy standing up and thy sitting 

3 Aiab "WalVahd," which may mean helr-prosiimpllve (sylioao hohaliip 
la contingent) or heir-nppai ont 
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down, in thy waking and in thy sleeping. Make the Truth the 

aim of thine eyes ; tins is the last of my speech with thee and_ 

The Peace. M -And Sliahmzad pciceivecl the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her pci nutted say. 

toljcn it to flje JiJmc tyuirti'ctr mill Sdueufmtl) J!3iirl)h 

She pursued, It haLh reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
King Jdli’ad charged his son with such injunctions and made him 
his heir to succeed him in Ins loign, the Piince said, * 4 O dear 
father mine , 1 Lhou knowest that I have evei been to thee obedient 
and thy commandment canying out, mindful of thine injunctions 
and thine approof seeking; fm thou hast been to me the best of 
fathers; how, then, aftei thy death,,shah I depart fiom that which 
contenteLh thee? And now, having fairly ordeied n\y nmiuie 
thou ml abouL lo depart from me, and I have no power to bring 
thee hack to 1110; but, an I be mindful of ihy charge, I shall be 
blessed therein and great good foilune shall betide me." Quoth 
the King, and indeed he was in the last agony of depaiting - life, 
“Dear my son, cleave fast unto ten precepts, which if thou hold, 
Allah shall piofit thee herewith in this woikl and the next world, 
and they are as follows:-—Whenas thou art wroth, curb thy 
wrath; when lhou art afflicted, be patient; when thou speakest, 
be soothfast; when thou promisest, perform; when thou judge st, 
do justice ; when Lhou hast power, bo merciful; deal generously 
by thy governors and lieutenants; forgive thy foes ; be lavish pf 
good offices to thine adversary, and stay (hy mischief from /mil* 
Observe also other ten precepts , 9 wherewith Allah shall profit thee 
among the people of thy realm, to wit, when thou dividest, be 
just; when thou pimishesl, oppiess not; when thou engagest thy¬ 
self, fulfil thine engagement; hearken to those that give thee loyal 
counsel; when offence is offered to thee, neglect it; abstain from 
contention; enjoin thy subjects to the observance of the divine 
laws and of pmisewoLtliy practices; abate ignorance with a sharp 
sword; withhold thy regard from treachery and its untruth; and, 
lasLly T do equal justice between the folk, so they may love thee, 
great and small, and the wicked and corrupt of them may fear 
thee." Then he addiesscd himself to the Emirs and Olein a which 
weic present when he appointed his son to be his successor, say- 


1 Arab 11 Yd abatl "=:0 my papa (wliich here would sound absurd). 

2 All the texts give a decalogue; hut Mr. Payne has reduced it to a 
heplalogue. 
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ing, "Beware ye of liansgi easing llv; command men t of your King 
and neglecting to hearken lo your chiefs foi llicicin liclh ruin for 
your realm and smideiing for ymu society and bane foi your 
bodies and perdition foi yoiu possessions; and yoni loo would 
exult over you. Well yc wot Llui covenant ye made 'with inc, and 
even thus shall be yoiu covenant with this youth, and the Liotli 
which was plighted between you and me shall be also bcLwocn you 
and him ; wheiefoie it behovelhyou to give eai unto and obey his 
commandment, for that m this is the well-being of yoiu condi¬ 
tions, So be ye constant with him nncnL that vvheiein ye were 
with me, and yoiu estate shall piospei and your afluiis bo fail; 
foi behold, he hath the kingship over you and is the lend of youi 
fortune, and—The Peace?" Then Lhc death-agony 1 seized hi in 
and his tongue was biidled; so he pi cased his son lo him amt 
kissed him and gave thanks unto Allah; after which Ins hoiu came 
and his soul fated foith- All his subjects* and the people of his 
court mourned and keened over lhm, and they shrouded him and 
buiied him with pomp and honom and loveiencc ; after which 
they returned with lhc Prince and ckidhim in the loyal tubes, and 
crowned him with his father’s crown and put the seal-ihig on his 
finger, after seating him on the Tin one of Sovi unship. The young 
King ordered himself Lowaids them aftei his fathers fashion of 
mildness and justice and benevolence foi a little while, till the 
world waylaid him and entangled him in its lusts, whereupon its 
pleasures made him thcii prey, and he turned lo its gilding and 
gewgaws, forsaking Lhc engagements which his father Intel imposed 
upon him and casting off his obedience lo him, neglecting the 
affairs of his reign and treading a road wheuiin was liis own 
desliuction. The love of women waxed staik in him and came lo 
such a pass that whenever he heard tell of a beauty ho would 
send for her and take her to wife; and after this wise he collected 
women tnoie in number than ever had Solomon, Davicl-son, King 


i The Aiabs who had a variety of amcslhcLicfl never seem to have studied 
the subject of 11 euthanasia.' 1 They profenetl aiming a man mpira in horrible 
agonies to relieving him by means of soporifics ami other drugs; so I have 
heard Christians exult in saying that the sufferer " kept his senyes lo the iasl," 
Of course superstition is at the bottom of this barbarity; Lho same which, a 
generation ago, made the silly accouchcin icfuso Lo give ether because of the 
divine (?) saying, ,r In soriow shalt thou bring forth cluldicn " (Cion in. 16.) 
Ift the Bosnia-Hcizegovina campaign many of the Auhluan officeis carried 
with them closes of poison lo be uted m case of being taken prisoners by the 
ferocious savages against whom they wore fighting As many anegdulcb nbout 
"Easing off Lhe pooi dear" testify, the IiiUlinimiin-syslism Is,by no moans 
unknown to lhc lower classes lh England. I shall have moic to any on this 
subject. 
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of the Children of Israel. Also he would shut himself up with a 
company of them foi a month at a time, duiing which he went 
not foilli, neither enquired of his icnlin or its iulo, 1101 looked into 
the grievances of such of his subjects as complained to him; and 
if they wrote to him, lie returned them no leply. Now when they 
saw this and witnessed his neglect of their allaus and lack of caie 
for thcii intcicsls and those of the sLate, they wcic assiued thal 
cre long sonic calamiLy would bolide Lhem, and this was giievous 
to them. So they met piiviiy one with olhci and took counsel 
together, blaming thcii King, .and one of them said to the rest, 
"Come, let us go io Shimas, Chief of lhe AVa/his, and set forth to 
him our case and acquaint him with Lhat whcieiu we aie by 
icasoii of this King, so he may admonish him; else, in a little, 
calamity will dawn upon us, foi the world hath dazzled the 

Sovran with its delights and seduced him with its snaies." 

Accoidingly they icpaiicd to Shimas and said to him, lc O wise 
man and puulcnt, the woild hath dazed the King with its delights 
and taken him in its toils, so lhat he tunicth unto vanity and 
worketh foi the undoing of the sLate, Now with the disoideling 
of the state the commons will be couupLed and our affairs will 
run to min. We see him 110L foi days and months, n01 cometh 
there forth fiom him any commandment to us or to the Wazir 
or any else, Wc cannot refei auglit of our need to him and he 
looketh not to the administration of justice nor lakelh thought to- 
the condition of any of his subjects, in his disregard of them. 

And, behold, we are come lo acquaint thee with the truth of 

things, for thal thou arl the clhefest and mosl accomplished 
of us, and it behovedh not thal calamity befall a land wherein 
thou dwellesl, seeing thal thou aid most able of any to amend 
this King, Wiicicfore go thou and speak with him; haply lie 
will hearken to thy woid and return unto the way of Allah. 1 " 
So Shimas arose foitlnighL and lcpainng to the palace, for¬ 
gathered with the fust page he could fmcl and said to him, <l Fair 
my son, I beseech thee ask leave for me to go in to the King, for I 
have an affair, concerning which I would fain see his face and 
acquaint him therewith and hear* what he shah answer me there- 
anent." Answered the page, “O my lord, by Allah, this month 
past hath he given none leave to conic in lo him, nor have I all 


1 The grim Arab humour in the text is Ihc sudden change for the worse 
of the good young man Easterns do not believe 111 the Western saw, "Nemo 
repcnle fuit tin pis si inns n The spirited conduct of Lhe subjects £jnds 
many parallels in European history, especially in FottcigaJ see my iMc oF 
Camoens, p, 23^ 
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this time looked upon his face ; but I will diiccL thee to one who 
shall crave admission foi thee. Do Lhou lay hold of such a blacka¬ 
moor slave who slandoth at his head and biingelh him food from 
the kitchen. When be comclh forth to go to Lire kitchen, ask him 
what seemeth good to thee; foi he will do foi thee that which thou 
desnest.” So the Wazu iepaued to the dooi of the kitchen and 
sat there a little while, till up came the black and would have 
entered the kitchen ; but Shinias caught hold of him and said to 
him, “Deal iny son, I would fain stand m presence of the King 
and spoalc with him of somewhat especially concemeLh him, so 
piithee, of lliy kindness, when he hath ended his undurn-mcal and 
his temper is at its best, speak for me and geL me leave to ap¬ 
proach him, so I may bespeak him of LhaL which shall suit him." 
“ I hear and obey," answered the black and taking the food raided 
it to the King, who ate thereof and Ins Lcmpoi was soothed 
thereby. Then said the black to him, lf Shinias sLnnduth at Lhe 
dooi and cravcth admission, so he may acquaint then with malleus 
that specially concern thee,'* At this Llio King was alaimed and 

disquieted and commanded Lo admit the Minislei.-Ami 

Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased lo say hci pci- 
nutted say. 

JBata tofjen It luiu* tljc JGUne tyunlirrtt null (EiflWcculft JDiffbh 

She lesumcd, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the King hade the blacltamooi admit Shinias, the slave went forth 
to him and bade him enter j whereupon he went in and falling 
prone befoie Allah, kissed the King's hands and blessed, him, 
Then said the King, “ WlmL hath boLuled thee, O Shimas, 
that thou scekest admission unto me? 11 lie answered, “This 
long while have I not looked upon llic face of my lord the 
King, and indeed I longed soie for thee; and now, behold, I 
have seen thy countenance and come to thee with a waul which 
I would lief say to thee, O King, stiiblishcd in nil prospin Uy I" 
Quoth the King, *' Say what seemeth good to thee " ; and qnoLh 
Shimas, if I would have thee beat in mind, O King, that Allah 
Almighty hath endowed tl\ce with, learning and wisdom, for all 
the tenderness of thy years, such as IIo nevtu vouchsafed unLo 
any of the Kings befoie thee, and hath fulfilled Lhe incasme 
of His bounties to Lhco wiLli the Kingship, and lie Jovcth 
not that thou depart from that whoiewilh Tic hath endowed 
thee unto other than it, by means of thy disobedience to Him; 
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wlicieforc It bchovetb thee not to levy war against 1 2 Him with 
thy hoards, bul of His injunctions to be mindful and unto Iiis 
commandments obedient, Indeed, I have seen Lhee, this while 
past, forget thy siis and his charges and reject his covenant and 
neglect his counsel and woidsnf wisdom and renounce his justice 
arid good governance, leincmbmng not tlie bounty of Allah to 
thee, neither requiting it with giaLitudu and thanks to Him.” The 
King asked, (t Plow so ? And what is the manner of this? M and 
Shimas answeicd, ,f The manner of it is tlmt thou neglectest to 
administer the affairs of the slate and that which Allah hath 
committed unto thee of the interests of thy lieges, and smidiideiest 
thyself to thy lower nature in that which it maketh fair to thee of 
the slight lusts of the world. Veuly, it is said that the welfaie of 
the state and of the Faith and of the folk is of the things which it 
behoveth the King to watch; wherefore it is my rede, O King, 
LhaL thou look fn.ii ly to the issue of thine affair, for thus wilt thou 
find the manifest load wherein is salvation, and not accept a 
trilling pleasure and a transient which leadeth to the abyss of 
distinction, lest there befall thee Lliat which befell the Fisherman/' 
The King asked, u What was that ? " and Shimas answered, 
M There hath leached me this tale of 


THE FOOLISH FISHERMAN," 

A Fisherman went forth to a river foL fishing therein as was his 
wont; and when he came Llnthci and walked upon the budge, he 
saw a great fi&h and said in himself, i{ ’Twill not servo me io abide 
lieie, but I will follow yonder fish whitherso it goeth, till I catch it, 
foL it will relieve me from fishing foi days and days.” So he did 
off his clothes and plunged into the river after the fish. The 
ciurenL bore him along till he ovci took it, and laid hold of it, when 
he turned and found himself far from tho bank. But albeit he saw 
what the stream had done with him, lie would not loose the fish and 
return, but ventured life, and gripping it fast with both hands, let 
his body float with the flow, which carried him on till it cast him 
into a whirlpool* none might enter and come out thcrefiom. With 
this he fell to crying out and saying, “ Save a drowning man I " 


1 Arab. " MuliJiabah” lit ™ doing battle, but is sometimes used In the 
seme of gainsaying oi disobeying 

2 Aiab, “Duwumnh" (from " diw 4 m ” —vertigo, giddiness), also applied 
to a boy's whip-top. 
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And there came to him folk of the keepci s of the liver and said to 
him, “What ailed tlicc to cast thyself into this gical penl ? ” 
Quoth ho, “It was I myself who foisook the plain way wherein 
was salvation and gave myself over Lo concupiscence anilpeulition 
Quolli they, " O follow, why tlidsL thou leave the way of safely 
and cast tliysdf into this dealt ucLioii, knowing from of old that 
none may enter heiein and be saved ? What hindered thee fiom 
tluowing away whaL was in Lhy hand audsaving thyself ? SohadsL 
thou escaped with thy life and 110L fallen into this pcidiLion, whence 
there is no dclivciancc; and now not one of us can lescue Ihce 
fi0111 this thy ruin/ 1 Accordingly, lho mnn cul olf all his hopes of 
life and lost Lhat which was in his hand and foi which his flesh had 
piompted him to venture himself, and died a miaeiahlo death. 
“ And I tell thee not this putable, O King',” added Shiinas, “ but 
that thou mayest leave Lhis coiUcmplibic conduct that flivcilclh 
thee from thy duties and look to llial which is committed to Lhcc 
of the lulo of thy folk and Lho maintenance of the oulei of thy 
lenlm, so that none may see fault in thee*’' The King asked, 
11 What would si thou have me do ? n And Shinins answtuod, n To- 
moirow, an Lliou be well and in good case, 1 give the folk leave to 
come in to thee and look into their uflaiia and excuse thyself to 
them and promise them of thine own accord good governance and 
prosperity." Quoth the King, !f Shinias, thou hast spoken 
sensibly and rightly; and to-inonow, Inshallali, I will do that 
which thou counsel lest pie/ 1 So Lhc Waxir went out fioni him 
and told the lieges all lie had said to him ; and, when morning 
monowed, the King came forth of his privacy and bade admit the 
pecple, Lowborn he excused himself, promising them that thence¬ 
forward he would deal with them as they wished, wherewith they 
were cordevit rmd departed cac,h lu his own dwclhw^. B Then one 
of the King’s wives, who wavS his bcsi-helovcd of them and mosL 


i Arab, "Khayro (wa) Afiyali," apopuhu phrase nuichused in sahitaUonn, 
elc, 

2. Another instance, aud Line Lo life, of the democv.vcy of dc spa trim In 
which tha ex pi css* and combined will of the people is the only ab^okilo law, 
Hence Riumufi autocracy is ibiccd mlo ropcalud wans fur Llio possession of 
Constantinople which, in the present condition of the JXntpiie, would be nil 
unmitigated evil to bpr, and would be only Loo glad lo scso a Principality 
of Byzantium placed under the united piotcchon of the Kuiopcan Poweus, 
I lime healed of tills in my pnptn on tho " Paitilion of Turitcy,” which fuat 
appealed, headed the ■■ FiUmre of Tin key," in the Daily T deft) i iph, of March 7, 
1880, and subsequently by Us own mime m the Manchester /ixtiuiuur, January 3, 
3881 The main icaSon why the piojrct is not cniried out appeals to he 
that ilie " politicals ” would Llicreby find theii occupation gone, and they' 
naturally object to losing SQ fine a field of actum, Tut hoy still plays the 
role of the pretty young lady being com Led by a nibble of valets. 
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in honour with him, visited him and seeing' him changed of colour 
and thoughtful over his a/Taiis, hy reason of that which he had 
heard from Ins chief Wazir, said to him, 11 0 King, how is il that 
I bee thee troubled in mind ? Hast thou aught Lo complain of? 15 
Answeied he, “ No : but my pleasuies have distracted me Loin 
my chi Lies, What light have I Lo be thus negligent of my affairs 
and those of my subjecLs ? If I continue 011 this wise, soon, veiy 
soon, the kingdom will pass out of my hand/ 1 She icjoined, “ I 
see, O King, that thou hast been duped by the Warns and 
Ministers, who wish but lo torment and entrap thee, so thou 
mayst have no joyance of this thy kingship neither feci case nor 
taste delight; nay, they would have thee consume thy life in 
warding off tiouWe honi them, till thy clays be wasted in travail 
and weariness and thou be as one who slayetli himself for Lhe 
benefit of analhei m like the hoy and the Thieves,” Asked the 
King, n How was thal ? ” and she answciec], " They tell the 
following tale a neat 


THE BOY AND TI-IE THIEVES." 

Seven Thieves once went out to steal, according to their custom* 
and fell in with a Boy, pool and orphaned to boot, who besought 
them for somewhat to eat. One of them asked him, 11 Wilt go 
with us, 0 Boy, and we will feed thee and give thee diink, clothe 
thee and entreat thee kindly ? ” And he answered, “ Needs must 
I go with you wfutheiso ye will, and ye aie as my own kith and 
kin ” So they Look him and fared on with him till they came to 
a gaiden, and eiileiing, went round about theiein, till they found 
a walnut-Uee laden with ripe fruit and said to him, H O Boy, will 
thou entei this ganlen with us and swarm up this tree and eat qf 
its walnuts thy sufficiency and throw the rest clown to us ? ” He 

consented and entered with them.-And Sliahrnzad peiceived 

the dawn of day and ceased saying her pei milted say. 

toT;cu it imu tfjc J|3uu tymrtrrrt rnrt iftmetccnty JRljiH 

She SEpd, It hath leached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the Boy consented and entered with the Thieves, one of them, 
sgid to other, “ Look which is the lightest and smallest of us and 
make him climb the tiee.’ 1 And they said, ,f hjone of us is 
slighter than this Boy.” So they sent him up into,the .tree,and 
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said to him, “ 0 Boy, touch not aught of the fiuit, lest some one 
see thee and work Lhec a mischief." He iislccd, “How, then, shall 
Ido?" and they answered, H Sit among the houghs' and sluice 
them one by one with all thy might, so that which is thereon 
may fall, and we will pick lL up. Then, when thou hast made 
an end of shaking down the fruit, come clown and take thy share 
of that winch we have gathered." Accordingly, ho began Lo shake 
every branch at which he could come, so that the nuts fell and Lhc 
thieves picked them up and ate some and hid oLliei some till all 
weie full, save the Boy who had eaten naught. As Lhoy were 
thus engaged, behold, up came the owner of the garden who, 
standing to witness the spectacle, enqniioil of them, " What do 
ye with this tree?" They replied, “We have taken naught 
thereof, but we were passing by and seeing yonder Boy on the 
tree, look him for the owner thereof and besought him to give 
us to eat of the fmit. Thereat he fell to shaking one of the 
blanches, so thaL the nuts chopped down, and we are not at 
fault." Quoth the master Lo the Boy, “ What saysl thou ? ” 
and quoth he, “These men he; but I will tell thee Lhc LiuLh, 
It is that we all came hiLhcr together and they bade mo climb 
the tree and shake its houghs that the nuts mighL fall down to 
them, and 1 obeyed their bidding." Said the master, 11 Thou hast 
cast thyself into sore calamity ] but hast thou piofiLod by eating 
aughL of the fruit ? " and he said, 11 J have eaten naught thereof." 
Rejoined the owner of the garden, “ Now know I thy folly and 
thine ignorance m that thou hast wrought Lo min Lhyself and 
profit othersT Then said he Lo the Thieves, “I have no resort 
against you, so wend yom waysl " But ha laid hands on the 
Roy and punished him, <f On like wise/ 1 added the favourite, M thy 
Waziis and Officers of stale would sacrifice thee Lo their interests 
and do with thee as did the Thieves with the Hoy," Answcied 
the King, “Thou saysL sooth and spcakesl Lruth : I will not go 
forth to them nor leave my pietism es," Then lie passed the night 
with his wife in all delight till the morning, when the Grand 
Wazir arose and assembling the Officers of stale, Logoi her with 
those of the lieges who were present with them, uqnuied with 
them to the palace-gate, congratulating one another and rejoicing. 
But the door opened not, nor did the King come forth unto them 
nor give them leave lo go in lo hnn. So when they despaired of 
him, they said to Shimas, 11 O excellent Wazir and accomplished 
sage, sees! thou not the hehavioru of this lad, young of years and 
little of wit, how he addeLh to his offcncCvS falsehood ? Sen how 
he hath broken his piomise to us and hath not performed that for 
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which lie engaged unto us, and this sin it behoveth thee join unto 
his other sins ; but we beseech thee go in to him yet again and 
discover what is the cause of his holding back and refusal to 
come forth ; for we doubt 110L but that the like of this action 
comclh of his con apt nature, and indeed lie is now hardened 
to the highest degree,” Accordingly, Shi mas went in to the 
King and bespake him, saying, “Peace be with thee, O King' 
Plow cometh it that I see thee give thyself up to these slight 
pleasures and neglect the great affair wheieto it behoveth thee 
sedulously apply thyself ? Thou art like unto a man who had a 
milch-camel and, coming one clay to milk hei,tbe goodness of her 
milk made him neglect io hold fast bei halter; which whenas she 
felt, she haled lieiself free and made off into the wold, Thus 
the man lost both milk and camel and the loss that betided him 
suipassed Ins gain. Wherefore, O King, do thou look unto Lhafc 
wherein is thy wcifiue ancl the weal of Lhy subjects ; for, even as 
it behoveth not a man to sit forever at the kitchen door, because 
of his need unto food, so should he not alway company with 
women, by reason of his inclination to them. And as a man 
should eat hut as much food as will guard him from the pains of 
hunger, and diink but what will wsud off the pangs of thirst, in 
Uce manner it behoveth the sensible man to content himself with 
passing two of the four-ami-twenty hours of his day with women 
and expend Lhe rest in ordering his own affairs and those of his 
people. For to be longer than this in company with women is 
hurtful both to mind and body, seeing that they bid not unto 
good neither direct iboieto; wherefore it besilleth not n man to 
accept from them or word ol deed, for indeed it hath reached me 
that many men have conic to ruin through their women, and 
amongst others a ceitain man who peiished iluough conveisation 
with his wife at hei command.” The King asked, “How was 
that?" and Shim as answcicd, saying, "Hear, 0 King, the 
talc of 


THE MAH AND HIS WIFE" 

Tlmv relate that a certain man had a wife whom he loved and 
honoured, giving ear la her speech and doing according to her 
rede. Moieover, he had a guidon, which he had newly planted 
wiLh his own hand, and was wont to go thithci every day, to tend 
it and water it. One day his wife asked him, “What hast thou 
planted in thy garden ? " and he answered, u AiJ thou lovest and, 
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desirestj and l am assiduous in tending and watering it. 11 Quoth 
she, "Wilt thou not cany me thiLhei and show it lo me, so I may 
look upon it and offer thee up a pious piaycr for its pio&purity, 
seeing that my onsons me effectual ? ” Quoth he, " I will well; 
but have patience with me till the monow, when I will come and 
take thee. 11 So, eaily on the ensuing day, he carried her to the 
gaiden which he enLcrcd with lieu. Now two young men saw 
them enlei fiom afar and said each to othei, 11 Yondui man is an 
adultcier and yondei woman an adulLcic&s, and they have not 
entered this gaidon but to commit adulLeiy. 11 Theieupon they 
followed the couple to see wliaL they would do, and hid themselves 
m a corner of the garden. The man and Ins wife after cnieiing 
abode awhile Lheiein, and presently he said lo hoi, " l J ray me 
the piayer thou didst piomise me" ; hut she leplicd, saying, 
"I will not pray foi thee, until Lhuu do away my drsiic of 
that which women seek from men.” Cued he, " Out on Lhen, 
O woman I Hast thou not Lhy fill of me m the house? fleie 

I fear scandal, especially as thou diveitesl me from my affairs. 
Fcaiest thou not that some one will see us P 11 OmUh s he, 

II We need have no caie for that, seeing that we do noilhui sin 
nor Icwdness; and, as for the watering of the garden, lhat may 
wait, because thou canst water it when thou will," And 
she would lalce neiLlici excuse nor reason from him, lull was 
instant with him. So he did her bidding, which when the 
young men aforesaid saw, they uin upon LJiom and seized 
them, 1 saying, " We will not let you go, for y: am adullcrois, anti 
except we have carnal knowledge of the woman we will repoit 
you lo the police.” Answcied Lhe man, " Fie upon you ! This is 
my wife and I am the inastei of the guidon." They paid no 
heed to him, but fell upon the woman, who ciied out to him foi 
succour, saying, " Suffer them not lo defile me I " Accordingly 
he came up to them, calling ouL for help; but one of them tinned 

on him and smote him with his dagger and slow him._Ami 

Sliahrazad perceived the dawn of clay and ceased to say her 
permitted say. 


Uhlii luDm it tunc flic JQmt fjmrtiicti mrtt dnutnlirlfi 


She continued, It hath reached me, 0 auspicious King, lhaL after 
slaying the husband the two young men returned to the wife and 


i Good Modems ate bound to abate slich scandals ; nnd ill a caso or tlm 
kind even yici^'b bom s ai e ex peeled to complain I.Woio die Cluof of fob',. 
Ihis practice foims " Vigilance Committee," all ovei tlm Mdiammcil.in 
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ravished her. "This I tell thee, O King/' continued the Wazir, 
“ but that thou mays! know thaL it becometh not men to give ear 
unto a woman's talk neither obey hei m aught nor accept Iicl 
judgment in counsel. Beware, then, lest thou don the chess of 
ignoiance, after the robe of knowledge and wisdom, and follow 
pcLverse Lcde, after knowing that which is lighteous and protil- 
able. Wheiefoie pursue thou not a paltiy pleasure, whose 
liending is to conuption and whoso inclining is unto sore ancl 
uiLcimost perdition." When the King heard this from Shimas 
he said to him, fl To-mouow I will conic forLh to them, an ic be 
the will of Allah the Most High.” So Shimas returned to the 
Glanders and Notables who were prcscnL and told them whaL the 
King had said. BuL this came to the ears of the favourite wife; 
whereupon she went in to the King and said Lo him, “ The 
subjects of a King should be his slaves; but I see, O King, thou 
ait become a slave to thy subjects, because thou slandest in awe 
of them and feiuest their mischief* 1 They do but desire to make 
pi oof of thine inner man; and if they Jmd thee weak, they will 
disdain thee, but, if they fmd thee stout ancl brave, they will 
dioad Lheo. On this wise do ill Wazirs wiLh Lhcir King, for that 
theii wiles are many ; but I will make manifest unto thee the 
liulli of their malice. An thou comply with the conditions they 
demand, they will cause thee cease ruling and do their will; 
nor will they leave leading thee on from affair to afFan, till they 
cast thee into destruction; and thy ease will be as that of the 
Merchant and the Robbers." Asked the King, u How was 
that?" and she answered 3 11 1 hayc heaid tell this tale anent 


THE MERCHANT AND THE ROBBERS." 

Trnuuj was once a wealthy Merchant, who set out for a ceitain 
city puiposing Lo sell meichandise there, and when he came thither, 
he lined him a lodging whcl oin he Look up his abode. Now certain 
Robbeis saw him, men wont Lo lie in wait for merchantts, that they 
might rob Lheir goods ; so Lhey went to liis house and sought some 
device whereby Lo enter in, but .could find no wiy thereto, nnd 
theii Cap Lain said, 11 I'll manage you his matter." Then lie went 
away and, donning the diess of a leach, threw over liis shouklei 
a bag containing somewhat of medicines, after which he set out, 


i But a Iladis, atlubnM tp Mohammed, flays, "The Prince of a people 
is tlieir servant." See Matlh, xx. 2G-27. 
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crying, 11 Who Jacks a doctor?” and fared on liJJ he c&me to the 
mei chant’s lodging and him sitting eating the noon-day dinnei. 
So he asked him, “Dost thou need thee a physician?" and the 
trader answered, 11 1 need naught of the land; buL sit thee down 
and eat with me,” The thief sat down facing him and began to 
eat. Now this merchant was a belle fonrchetle; and the Robber 
seeing this, said to himself, fl I have found my chance. 11 Then hq 
turned to his host and said to him, “ J Tis but ngliL for me to give 
thee an admonition; anc! after thy kindness to me, I cannot hide it 
from thee, I see thee to be a gieat eater and the cause of this is a 
disordei m thy stomach; wherefore unless thou take speedy 
measures for thy cuie, thine aflhir will end in perdition/’ QuoLh 
the mcichanl, “My body is sound and my stomach speedy of 
digestion, and though I be a hearty eater, yet is thcie no disease 
in my body, to Allah be the praise and the thanks I ” Quoth the 
Robber, “ It may appeal thus unto thee; buL I know thou hast a 
disease incubating m thy vitals, and if thou hcatkon to me thou 
wilt medicine thyself/’ The merchant asked, “ And wheie shall I 
find him who knoweth my remedy ? M and the Robber answered, 
11 Allah is the Healer; but a physician like myself cuielli the 
sick to the best of his power.” Then the other said, "Show me 
at once my remedy and gave me thcicof/’ Hereupon he gave 
him a powdei, wherein was a strong dose of aloes, 1 2 saying, 41 Use 
this to-night ” ; and lie accepted it gratefully. When the night 
came the Merchant tasted somewhat of the powder and funnel it 
nauseous of gust; nevertheless, he misdoubted not of iL, but 
swallowed it all and therefrom found ease that night, Next nighL 
the thief brought him another powder, wherein was yet more aloes, 
and he took it; it puiged him that night, but he hole patiently 
with this and rejected it not. When the Robber saw that ho gave 
ear unto his word and pul trust in him nor would gainsay him in 
aught, he brought him a deadly ding 3 and gave it to him. The 
Merchant swallowed it, and no sooner had ho done this than that 
which was in his stomach fell down and his bowels wcie lent in 
sundei, and by the morrow he was a dead man; whcicupon the 
Robbers came and took all the merchandise and moneys that 


1 Easterns arc well awaie of the value of this chug, which has become the 
base of so man/ of om modem medicines. 

2 The strangest poison is mentioned by Sonnini, who, as a mlc, is a trust¬ 

worthy writer In Morocco "Ta'am" is the viilgni name for a mixtmo of 
dead men's bones, eyes, hail, and similar ingicdicnts made by old wives mid 
supposed to cause a wasting disease for which the pliaiinaeopiriii Img no cuie 
Dogs are killed by needles cunningly inserted into incat-balla , nnd Dus more*? 
19 known throughout the Moslem woiid. 1 
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belonged, to him. “ This I tell thee, 0 King/ 1 added the favomite, 
“ buL Lhat Lhou mayst noL accept one word from these deludeis; 

eke will there befall thee that wheLcby thou wilt destroy thyself-” 
Ci led the King, u Thou sayst sooth ; I will not go foiLh to them.” 
Now when the morning man owed, the folk assembled together 
and rcpaiimg to the King’s door, sat theic the most part of the 
day, till they despaiicd of his coming foitli, when they returned 
to Shimas ancl said to him, “ O sage philosopher and experienced 
master, seest thou not that this ignorant lad doth naught but 
lcdoublo in falsehood to us ? Verily ’twere only leasonable and 
right to take the Kingdom fiom him and give it to another, so 
on l affaiis may be oLdered and our estates maintained; but go 
thou m Lo him a thud tune and tell him that naught hindcretli us 
from using against him and taking the kingship Iloiu him but 
his frithci's goodness to us and that which he requited from us of 
oaths and engagements. Ilowevci, to-monow, we will all, to the 
last of ns, assemble here with our arms ancl break clown the gate 
oi the citadel 1 ; and if he come forth to us and do that which we 
wish, no haim is yeL doue fl ; else we will go in to him and slay 
him and put the Kingdom in the hand oi othei than lie.’ 1 So the 
Wazir Sliimns went in to linn and said, ” 0 King, that grovellest 
in thy gusts and thy lusts, what is this thou dosL with thyself ? 
Would Heaven I wot who seduced thee Iheieto ! An it be thou 
who sinnest against thyself, there hath ceased from thee Lhat which 
we knew in thee aforetime of integrity and wisdom and eloquence. 
Could I bul lea in who hath thus changed thee and turned thee 
fiom wisdom to folly, and hum fidelity to iniquity, and from 
mildness to harshness, find from acceptation of me to aversion from 
mo J How comctli it that I admonish thee thrice and thou acceptest 
not mine admonition and that I counsel thee rightfully and still 
thou gainsayesL my counsol? Tell me, what is this child's play 
and who is it piomptelli thee theraunto ? Know that the people 
of thy Kingdom have agreed together Lo come in to thee and 
slay thee and Lo give thy Kingdom to another. Ait able to cope 
with them all and save thyself from their hands or canst quicken 
thyself after being killed ? If indeed thou be potent to do all 
this, thou art safe and hast no occasion for my rede; but an thou 
have any concern for thy life and thy kingship, return to thy 
sound sense and hold fast thy leign and show foitli to the folk Lhe 
power of thy prowess and persuade the people with thine excuse, 


1 Which contained Llio Palace 

2 Arab. ■* LA baas M Sco voL iii Jiiglil ccc. 
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for they are minded to leal away that which is in Ihy hand and 
commit it unto other, being resolved upon revolt and lehellion, 
led thereto by that which they know of thy youth and thy self- 
submission to Iove-liesse and iusLs; for that stones, albeit they 
lie long undei water, an llion wi Midi aw them theiefiom and smite 
one upon other, fire will be sliuck from them, Now Lhy lieges 
are many folk and they have taken counsel together against thee, 
with a design to transfer the kingship bom thee to another and 
accomplish upon thee whatso they desire of lhy destruction. 

So shalt thou fare as did the Jackals with the Wolf.”-And 

Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her 
permitted say. 

I3oUj toljcn it lunrf Hjr i0HH fyiiirtvrrli nnb Shurnfp-Ai'iit JRijylM, 

She pm sued, It hath leached me, O auspicious King, that the 
AVazir Johiinas concluded with saying, 11 And they shall accomp¬ 
lish upon thee what.so they clesiio of thy distinction; ho filial L 
thou fare as fared the Jackals with the Wolf,” Asked the King, 
"How was that?” and the Wazir answoicd, ” They tell the 
following tale of 

7 HE JACKALS AND TI 1 K WOLF." 

A pvck of jackals 1 went out one day to seek fond, and as they 
prowled about in quest of this, behold they happened upon a dead 
camel and said in themselves, “Vciily wo have found wheicwitlial 
we may live a great while; but wo fern lest one ol ns oppress the 
othei and the strong bear down the weak with his strengLh and 
so the puny of us polish. Wheimfotc it behoveth us suck one who 
shall judge between us and appoint unto each his pint, so the 
force-full may not loid it over the feeble.*' As they consulted 
together on such subject, suddenly up dime a Wolf, aiul one of 
the jackals said to the others, “Right is yoiu redo, let us make 
this Wolf judge between us, foi he is the sliongosi of beasts and 
Ins falhei was Sultan ovei us afoiclime; so wo hope in Allah that 
he will do justice between us- n Accordingly Llioy accosted the 
Wolf, and acquainting him with what they had resolved concern¬ 
ing him, said, ° We make thee judge between us, so them maysL allot 


l For Tii’lab tSa'lab) see supra, night dcccclv. In Mniocco It Is 
undoubtedly the red or common fox which, liowcvci, is not giogaiions as in 
the text. 
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unto each of us his day's meat, after the measure of his need, lest 
the strong' of us hear down the weak and some of us destroy other 
of us." The Wolf accepted the governance of their affairs, and 
allotted to each of them what sufficed him that day; but on the 
morrow he said in his mind, “ An I divide this camel amongst 
these weaklings, no part thereof will come to me save the pittance 
they will assign to me, and if I eat it alone they can do me no 
harm, seeing that they me a prey to me and to the people of my 
house. Who, then, is the one to hinder me from talcing it all for 
my&eli? Surely 1 tis Allah Who hath bestowed it on me by way 
of provision without any obligation to any of them, It were best 
that I keep it foi myself, and hencefoith I will give them naught/ 1 
Accordingly, next morning when the Jackals came to him, as was 
then* wont, and sought of him their food, saying, ff O Abu Sirhin, 1 
gLve us our day's pioveiuler, 3M lie answered, saying, ,( I have 
nothing left Lo give you. 11 Wheieupon they went away in the 
soniesl plight, saying, " Venly, Allah hath cast us into gnevous 
trouble with this tool tiaitoi, who regaideth not Allah nor fenreth 
Him ; but wc have nciLhei stratagem nor strength on our side/ 1 
Moieovei, one of them said, <f Haply 'twas but stress of hunger 
that moved him to this, so Jet him eat his fill to-day', and to¬ 
morrow we will go to him again. M Acroidingly, on the moirow, 
they again betook themselves to Lhe Wolf and said to him, “O 
Father of Foray, we gave thee authority over us that thou mightest 
apportion unto each of us his day’s meat and do the weak justice 
against the strong of us, and that, when this pro vaunt is finished, 
thou shouldst do thine endeavour to get us other, and so we be 
always under thy watch and ward. Now hunger is hard upon us, 
for that we have not eaten these two days ; so do thou give us our 
day’s ration and thou shalt be free ta dispose of all that remaineth 
as thou wilt/' Bui the Wolf returned them no answer and 
redoubled in his hardness of hearth all d when they strave to turn 
him fiom his purpose he would not be turned. Then said one of 
the Jackals lo Lhe rest, "Nothing will serve us but that we go to 
the Lion and cast ourselves on his piotection and assign unto 
him the camel. If he vouchsafe us aught thereof, ‘twill be of his 
favom; and if not, he is worthier of it than this scurvy rascal." 
So they betook themselves to the Lion and acquainted him with 
that which had betided Lhcm fiom the Wolf, saying, “We are thy 


1 Sec vol li nifthL cl 

2 Auab "Muunah," which in Marocco applies to the ptoviaions furnished 
giatis by the unfoiLunate village-people Lo Uavcllcrs who have a passport 
from the Sultan . its root h Maun = supplying necessaiies, 
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slaves and come lo thee imploring thy protection, so Lhou mayst 
deliver us fioni this Wolf, and we will be thy IhralJs." "When the 
Lion heard their story, he was jealous for Almighty Allah, 1 and 
went with them in quest of the Wolf, who, seeing him appioach, 
addressed himself to flight: but the Lion ran after him and 
seizing him, rent him in pieces and lestored their prey to the 
Jackals. f# This showoth J n added Shimas, “that it fiLtcth no 
King to neglect the affans of his subjects; whcicfore do thou 
lieaihen to my lede and give ciedit to the wolds which I say to 
thee,” Quoth the King, (i l will hearken to thee and to-moirow, 
Inshallah, I will go foith to them." Accoidingly, Shimas 
went fioin him and ret inning to the folk, told them that the 
King had accepted his advice and piomised to come onL unto 
them on the morrow. Bui, when the favourite lieaid this 
saying repoi led of Shimas and was cciti/icd that needs must 
Lhe King go fmlli to his subjects, she betook herself to him 
in haste and said to him, "Plow great is my wonder at thy 
subniissiveness and thine obedience to thy slaves I KnoWesl 
thou not that these Wazns aie thy tin alls ? Why, then, 
dost thou exalt them to this high most pitch of impoi lance 
that they imagine them it was they gave thee this kingship 
and advanced thee to Lhis rank and that it is they who confer 
favours on thee, albeit they have no powci to do thee the 
least damage? Indeed, ’Lis not thou who owest submission 
to them; but on the contraiy they owe it to dice, and it is their 
duty to carry out thine ordeis, Mow conioth it, then, that Lhou 
ait so mightily affrighted at them ? It is said :—Unless thy 
heait be like iron, thou art not fit to he a Sovran, But thy 
mildness hath deluded these men, so that they presume upon 
thee and cast off their allegiance, although il behoveth that they 
be constiained unto thy obedience and enfmeed to thy sub¬ 
mission. - Therefoie an thou hasten to accept then words and 
leave them as they now are and vouchsafe to them the least 
thing against thy will, they will weigh heavily upon thee and 
require other concessions of thee, and this will become then 
habit. But, an thou heathen to me, lhou wilt not advance any 
one of them to power, neither wilt thou accept his word nor 
encoiuage him to pic.sume upon thee; else wilt lhou fate with 
them as did the Shepheid with the Rogue. 11 Asked the King, 
"How was thiil?" and she answered, “ They relate this 
ad vent me of 

i i.c lie ievolved to do them justice and win a rowaiil from Heaven. 
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THE SHEPHERD AND TTIE ROGUE} 

There was once a Shepheid who fed a flock of sheep in the 
wold and kept over them stiait watch. One night, there camo to 
him a Rogue thinking to steal some of his charges and finding 
lum assiduous in guarding them, sleeping not by night noi 
neglecting them by day, prowled about him all the livelong 
night, but could plimdei nothing fiom him. So, when he was 
weaty of siiivmg, he betook himself to anothei pait of the waste 
and trapping a lion, skinned him and stuffed his hide with 
biuised stiaw 3 ; after which he set it up on a high place in the 
dcseiL, where Lhe Shepherd might see it and be assmed thereof. 
Then he accosted the Shepherd and said to him, "Yonder lion 
hath sent jug to demand Ins supper of these sheep/ 1 The 
Shcphcld asked, " Whoio is Lhc lion ? ” and the Rogue answered, 
"Lift thine eyes; Lheie he sLandeLh/' So the Shephci d raised 
his eyes and seeing the semblance deemed it a veiy lion and was 

much affrighted ;-And Shnhrazad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her permitted say. 

JRoto token it tona tfie Jl 3 mc Ijhnibcrtr mitt Clucnty ueronb Ji 3 (g: 6 b 

She lesmned, It hath icached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the Shepherd saw the semblance of the lion, he deemed it a 
vciy lion and was affrighted with the sorest fright, trembling 
for diead; so ho said to Lhc thief, "O my brother, take what 
thou Will, I will not gainsay thee." Accoulingly, the Rogue 
Look what lie would of Lhc sheep and ledoubled in greed by 
leason of the excess of the Shepherd's feat. Accordingly, 
every little while, lie would hie to him and temfy him, 
saying, "The lion hath need of this and reqinreth that, and 
Ins intent is to do thus and thus," and take his sufficiency 
of the sheep; and he stinted not to do thus with him, till 
he lmd wasted the most part of his frock. "This, O King/ 1 
added the favourite, "I tell thee only that thou suffer not the 
Giandees of thy leulm to be deluded by thy mildness and easiness 
of Lemper and piesume on thee; and in light rede their death 

1 Aiah, 11 Iaiss" = thief, lobber, rogue, rascal, the Peisian r| Liitl ” of 
populai usage This is one of the many "Simpleton stones" m winch 
Iinblern folk-lore abounds, 

2 Arab *' Tibn" , for which see vol 1. night i. 
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were better than that they deal thus with thee." Quoth tlie King, 
M I accept this thy counsel and will not heathen to their admoni¬ 
tion, neither will I go out unto them." On tlienioiiow theWaziis 
and Officers of State and heads of the people assembled ; and, 
taking each with him his weapon, lepaiicd to Ihe palace of Lhe 
King, so they might break m upon him him and seat 

another in Ins stead, When they came to the dom, they requited 
the dooi'-keepci to open to them; but he lefuscd, wheieupon they 
sent to fetch fire, wherewith to burn down the doors and enter. 
The door-keepei, hearing what they said, went in to the King in 
haste and told him that the folic weie gathered togethei at the gate, 

adding, (C They required me to open to them, but I refused; and 

they have sent to fetch fire to burn down the doors wilhal, so they 
may come into thee and slay thee. What dost thou bid me do? ,J 
Quoth the King in himself, 11 Veiily, I am fallen into utleimosl pel- 
ditiond’ Then lie sent foi the favourite; and, as soon as she came, 
said to her, 11 Indeed, Shimas never told me aught bul I found it 
true, and now great and small are come purposing to slay mo and 
thee: and because the door-keeper would not open to them, they have 
sent to fetch fire, to burn the doors withal; so will the house be burnt 
and we therein. What dost thou counsel me to do? " She replied, 
“ No harm shall betide Ihee, nor Let iLiiue affair affright thee. This 
is a time when the simple rise against their Kings." Quoth lie, 
“What dost thou counsel me to do and how shall I act in this 
affair?” Quoth she, H My rede is that thou fillet thy head and 
feign thyself sick : then send for Lhe Wazir Shimas, who will come 
and see the plight wherein thou ait , and do thou say to him :— 
Verily, I puiposed to go forth to Lhe folk Lhis day ; but this malady 
hindered me, So go thou out to them and acquaint Llieui with 
my condition and tel! them that to-morrow I will fare forth with¬ 
out fail to them and do their need and look inLo their affairs, 
so they may be reassured and their rage may subside. Then do 
thou summon ten of thy father's slaves, stalwart men of stiengLh 
and prowess, to whom thou canst eiiLrust thyself, hearing to thy 
West and complying with thy commandment, smcly keeping Lhy 
secret and lief to thy love; and charge Lhem on the morrow to 
stand at thy head and bid them suffer none of Lhe folk to enter, 
save one by one ; and all who enter do thou say :—Seize them and 
do them die. An they agree with thee upon this, Lo-moiiow set 
up thy throne in the Diwan 1 and open Lliy clouts. When the folk 


i A fanciful origin of " D'ivtfii ” (heiie an aui .1 kncc-cham bci) which may 
mean demons, (pluial of Div) is alhibuled to a Kina of Peuii.i IIo ^ave a 
senes of difficult documents and accounts to his sciibus, and smpiiscd at Lho 
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see that thou hast opened to Lhem, their minds will be set at ease 
and they will come to thee with a whole heart, and seek admission 
to thee. Then do thou admit them, one after one, even as I said 
to thee ami work with them thy will; hut it behoveth tli&c begin 
by slaying Sliimas, their chief and loader; for lie is the Grand 
Wazn ami head of the matter, Theiefore do him die first and 
aflci put all the test to death, one after other, and spare none 
whom thou knowesl to have bioken with Lhec this covenant; and 
111 like way slaughter all whose violence thou featest, A11 thou 
deal LhuswiLh them, there will he loll them no power to make head 
against thee; so ilmlt thou* he at lest hom them with full repose, 
and shall enjoy thy kingship in peace ami do wiiatso thou wilt; 
and know that there is no device that will pi oil t thee more than 
this." Quoth the King, l ' Verily, this Lhy conn sells just and that 
which thou buldest me is Lo the point and I will assuredly do as 
Lhou diicclest/' So he called for a hlleLand hound his head there- 
with and shammed sickness. Then lie sent foi the Grand Wazii 
ami said lo him, 11 O Shuuna, 1J1011 knowesl that I love thee and 
hern ken to the counsel of Lhec, and Lhou ait to me us bi other and 
father hoLh in one; also thou knownst Lhnt I do all lhou biddest 
me and indeed thou badesl me go forth to the lieges and sit to 
judge between Lliem. Now I assured that this was light rede 
on thy part, and purposed to go lui th to them yesterday; but this 
sickness assailed ineaml I cannot sit up. ft hath reached me that 
the folk me incensed at my failure to come forth to them and are 
minded of then mischief Lo do with me that which is unmeet, for 
that they know not what ailment aileth me. So go Lhou forth to 
them and acquaint them with my case and the condition I am in; 
and excuse me to them, for I am obedient to their bidding and 
will do as they desiie, wherefore Older tins affair and engage fchy- 
Milf for mo liciefoi, even ns thou hast been a loyal counsellor tome 
and to my site before me, and it is of thy wont to make peace 
between the people. To morrow, Inshallah, I will without fail 
come forth to them, and penidventuic my sickness will cease from 
me this night, by the blessing of the purest intent and the good 
I pm pose them in my heart." So Sbunus piostrated himself lo 
Allah and called down blessings on the King and kissed his hand, 
lejoicing at this. Then ho went foith to the folk and told them 
what he had heard fiom the King and forbade them from that 
which they had a mind to do, ncqwunting them with what 

quickness and cleverness with which they were oidered, exclaimed, " These 
men he Diva I ,J Henre n host of secondary meanings, as a hooJc 0/ Ode? with 
ihslicha ihymed in alphabetical oidei, and ao forLh. 
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excused the King for his absence and informing them that he had 
promised to come feuth to them on the morrow and deal with 
them according to their desires; whereupon they dispersed and 

hied them to their houses.-And Shalirazad peiceived the 

dawn of day and ceased Lo say her penniLLed say. 

jRotu tuljcn it toiitf f&c JQinr nntt GTiucirtpfJirlr JRiglih 

She said, It hath itached me, O auspicious King, that Shimas 
went from the pieseuce to the linglcadcis of the commons and said 
to them, " To-monow Lhe Sovifin will conic foilh Lo you and will 
deal with you a? ye desire. M So they hied them Lo tlicli homes. 
On such wise fared it with them; ImL as icgruds the Monarch, lie 
summoned ten slaves of gigantic staluie,, 1 men of luud heart aiul 
prow of prowess, whom he bad chosen from amongst his father's 
body guards ; and said to them, M Ye know the favour, esteem, and 
high innlc ye held with my siie and all the homilies, benefits, and 
honours he bestowed on you, and I will advance you to yet higher 
dignity with me than this. Now I will Loll you the mason theieof, 
and ye are nuclei safeguard of Allah fiom mo. But first I will ask 
you somewhat, wherein if ye do my desire, obeying me in that 
which I shall bid you and conceal my sscacL fiom all men, ye shall 
have of me largesse and favour suipassing expectation. lJut above 
all things obedience 1 ,J The ten tlualls answeiod him with one 
mouth and in sequent wolds, saying, “ Whatso thou biddosl us, O 
out liege, that we will do, nor wilL wo depart in aught funn thy 
commandment, for thou art diu lord and maalei." Quoth the 
King, u Allah allot you weal I Now will I toll you Hits reason why 
I have chosen you out for incica.se of lionoui with mu. Ye know 
how Jibcially my father dealt with the folk of his leulm and tlio 
oath lie took from them on behalf of me, and how they piomised 
him that they would not lucuk faith with me nor gainsay the 
bidding of me; and ye saw how Lhey did yeslculuy, wlicims they 
gathered all together about mo and would have shun me. Now I 
am minded to do with them somewhat; and 'Lis tins, for that I 
have considered their action of yesterday and see that naught will 
restrain them from its like save exemplary chastisement; where¬ 
fore I perforce charge you privily to do lo death whom I shall 
point out Lo you, to the intent that I may w«ud ofi mischief and 
calamity from my lealm by slaying their leaders and C"hiel«; ami 

i In both cast;s tlie word M Jabfiliiiahis used, llio plm of Juhli.tr, tlio 
potent, especially applied lo the Kings of the CiiiirUinU?s dud giants, lilie thu 
mythical Off o| Ba&han So the Ileb, Jabbinali is a lilto ef tin; Om ens of 
Judah ** 
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the mannei thereof shall be on this wise. To-morrow I will sit on 
this seal in this chamber and give them admission to me one by 
one, coming in at one dooi and going oul aL another; and do ye, 
all ten, stand bcfoie me and be attentive to my sign: and whoso 
entcreth singly, take him and drag him into yonder chambet and 
kill him and hide luscoipseT The slaves answered, f< We hearken 
to lliy hest and obey thy order ”: whereupon he gave them gifts 
and dismissed them for the night, On the moirow he summoned 
the thralls and hade set up the Loyal seal: then he donned his 
ldngly lobes and Laldng the Book of law-cases 1 in his hands, 
posted the ten slaves before him and commanded to open the 
doors. So they opened the doois and Lhe herald proclaimed 
aloud, saying, "Whoso hath authoiily, let him come to the King's 
carpet 2 3 4 J " Whereupon up came lhe Waziis and Piefccts and 
Chambeilains, and stood each in his lanki Then the King bade 
admit them, one after one, and the fust to enter was Shimas, 
according to Lhe custom of the Gmnd Wazir; but no soonoi Jmd 
he presented himself bofoto the King, and eiehc could bewaic, the 
ten slaves gat about him, and dragging him into the adjoining 
chnmbei, despatched him. On like wise did they with the lesl of 
the Waziis and Olenin, and Notables, slaying them, one after 
other, till Lhey made a clean finish," Then the King called the 
headsmen and bade them ply swoid upon all who remained of the 
folk of valour and slowe ; so they fell on them and left none 
whom they knew for a man of mettle buL Lhey slew him, sparing 
only Iho pioletnhcs and the refuse of the people. These they 
(hove away and they retained each to his folk, whilst the King 
secluded himself with hia pleasuios and surrendered his souL to its 
lusts, woilung tyianny, oppieshion, and violence, till he outiaced all 
lhe men of evil who had foreiun biro/ Now Ibis King's dominion 
was a mine of gold and silver and jacinths and jewels, and the 
neighbouring rulcns, one and all, envied him this empiie and looked 
for cahimnity to betide him. Moicovor, one of them, the King of 

1 Arab. "iCtldb al-Kazd k| s= Lhe Boole of Judgments, such as the Kazi 
would use when deciding cases In dhpnto, by legal piecedcah and tlieltasm 
or custom of the couiiLiy 

2 i e . sic bufoiQ tho King as referee, etc. 

3 This massacre of refractory chiefs is one of ibagrand moyms of Eastern 
stale-craft, aiul iL is almost always successful because circumstances require it; 
populai O]union uppiovosof it, and it ia planned and earned out with discietion 
and seciccy. The two familiar instances in our century are the massacre of 
tlio Mamelukes by Mohammed Ah Pasha Lhe Great, and of the turbulent 
chiefs of the Omani Aiabs by om- ancient ally Sayyid Sa'id, miscalled the 
" Imbn of Masliat." 

4 The metaphoi (Sabaka) Is from hoisc-iacmg, tbe Arabs being, I lmve 
said, a horsey people. 
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Outer Hind, said in him&olf, “ I have gotten my desire of westing 
the realm fioin the hand of yonder silly lad, by reason of that which 
hath betided of his slaughter of the Chiefs of lus Stale and of all 
men of valour and mettle that weie in his country. This is my 
occasion to snatch away that which is in Ins hand, seeing ho is 
young in yeais and haLli no knowledge of war noi judgment 
thereto, nor is there any left to counsel him might 01 succour him. 
Wheiefore this very clay will I open on him the docu of mischief 
by writing him a wnt whciein I will flyte him and reproach him 
with that which he hath done and ace wlial he will lcply/' So he 
indited him a letter to the following died;— 1f, Iu the name of 
Allah the Com passional in g, the Compassion ale :i And after v I 
have heard tell of that which thou hasL done with thy Wa/hs anil 
Olema and men of valiancy -i and that wheieintu Lhou hast cast 
thyself of calamity so that theie is neither power nor slieugth 
left m thee to repel whoso shall assail lhue, moui by token that 
thou transgiessest and orderest thyself tyiaimously and profli¬ 
gately x Now Allah hath assmedly given me the conqueiing of 
thee and the mastery over thee and into my hand hath delivered 
thee; wherefore do thou give ear to my woid and obey the com¬ 
mandment of me and build me an impregnable castle a-middlcmoH 
the sea *■ An thou can 110L do this, depart thy lealm and with thy 
life go flee u for I will send unto thee, horn the fculhesL ends of 
Hind, twelve hordes 1 of horse, each twelve thousand Agliling-men 
strong, who shall cntei thy land and spoil Lhy goods and slay thy 
men and cany thy women inLa captivity Moioovcl, I will malm 
my Wazir Badl’a, captain ovei them and bid him lay sliail siege 1 
lo thy capital till the master lie be; and I have bidden the 
hearer of this letter that he latry with lliee hut days three So, 
an lhou do my demand, thou Shalt be saved; else will 1 send that 
which I have said unto thee.” Then he seated the scioll mid 
gave it to a messenger, who journeyed with it till ho came to the 
capital of Wird Khan and delivered it Lo him. When the King 
read it his strength failed him, his breast waxed sliail and Ins 
made sure of destruction, having none to whom ho might rosoU 
foi aid 01 advice. Presently he rose and went in to his favoiuiio 
wife who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, “ WhaL 
inattereth thee, O King? " Quoth he, “ This clay I am no King, 
but slave to the King,” And he opened Lhe letter and read it to 
her, wheieupon she fell to weeping and wailing and lending her 
raiment. Then he asked her, 14 Hast thou aught of rede or resource 
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in (his grievous sliail?” but she answeied, “ Women have no 
resource in time of war, nor have women any strength or aught of 
counsel. 'Tis men alone who in like of this affair have force and 
discomse and resoiiicc." When the King heard her words, there 
befell him the utmost 1 egret and repentance anti ie morse for that 
he had Lningiessed against his Waziis and Offtceis and Lords of 
liiq land, —And Shnhwizail peiceiral the dawn of day qnd ceased 
to say heL permll ted say, 
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fshe continued, It hath leached me, O auspicious King, that when 
King Wild Khan heaid the wouls of his favourite wife there befell 
him the utmost 1 egret and j open bin ce foi having Irangressed 
against and slam his Wazirs and the chiefs of his slate, and he 
would that he had died eie there came to him the like of these 
shameful tidings. Then he said to his women, u Veiily, there bath 
hctidod me horn you that which befell the Lrancolin and the 
Tortoises. 1 ’ Asked they, “ What was (hat?" aucl he answered, 
“Men tell this tale of 


TIIE FRANCOLIM AND THE TORTOISES 

It is said that sundry Tortoises dwelt once in a certain island 
abounding in trees and frniteries and ifils, and it foi tuned one 
day that a Francolin, passing ovei the island, was overcome with 
the Aery heat and fatigue, and being in grievous suffeiing stayed 
his /light (herein. Presently, looking about /or a cool place, he 
espied the resort of the Tortoises and alighted down near their 
home. Now they were then abioad foi aging for food, and 
when they relumed from their feeding-places to their dwelling, 
limy found the Finncolin there. Ilis beauty pleased them and 
Allah made him lovely in their eyes, so that they exclaimed 
“ Subhfina ’Uah," extolling their Creator and loved Ihe Francolm 
with exceeding love and rejoiced in him, saying one to other, 
“ Forsuic this is of the goodliest of the biids" ; and all began to 
cm css him and entreat him with kindness, When he saw that 
they looked on him with eyes of a (Tec Lion, lie inclined to them and 
companioned with Lhem and took up Ins abode with them, flying 
away in Ihc morning wbithei he would and returning at eventide 
to pass the night by side of them. On this wise he continued a 
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Jong while until the Tortoises, seeing that his daily absence from 
them desolated them and finding that they never saw him save by 
night (for at dawn he still took flight in haste and they knew not 
what came of him, for all that then love grew to him), said each 
to other, “ Indeed, we love this Fiancoiin and he is become our 
li'ue fiieud and we cannot bear parLing fiom him, so how shall we 
devise some device Lending to make him abide with us always? 
Foi he flieth away at dawn and is absent fiom us all day, and we 
see him not save by night.” Quoth one of them, “ Be easy, O my 
sisters : I will bring him not to leave us for the, turn of an eye ? " 
and quoth the iest, saying, M An thou do this, we will all be thy 
thiallst” So, when the* Francaliu came back fiom his foodiug- 
place and saL down amongst them, that wdy Toitohse chew near 
unto him and called down blessings on him, giving him joy of his 
safe return and saying, “ O my Joid, know IliaL Allah hath vouch¬ 
safed thee our love and hath m like inannei set in thy hoait the 
love of us, whereby Lhou ait become to us a familiar fiioncl and a 
conn ado in this desci L Now the goodliest of times foi those 
who love one another is when they aie united and the soiest of 
calamities for them are absence and seveiance, JJuL thou dcpnilc&L 
Irom us at peep of day and reUuncst 110L lo us till sundown, where- 
fore theie betideth us extieme desolation. Indeed, this is exceed- 
ing gtievous to us and we abide in sore longing for such leastm.” 
The Fiaucolin replied, “Indeed, I love you also and yearn for 
you yet moie than you can yearn for me, nor is it easy foi me lo 
leave you ; but my hand hath no help for this, seeing llial 1 am a 
fowl with wings and may not wonc with you always, because that 
is not of my natuie. For abiul, being a winged crealme, may 
not remain still, save it bo foL the sake of sleep o f nights ; but, as 
soon as it is day, he flieth away and socket h his morning-meal in 
what place soever pleaselli him. 11 Answcicd the Tot toiso, “Sooth 
thou speakcsl I Nevertheless, ho who haLh wings hath no repose 
at most seasons, for that the good he gelLelh is not a fourth 
pait of what ill betideth him, and the highniosl aims of the 
creatine aie lepose and ease of life, Now Allah hath bred 
between us and thee love and fellowship, and we fear foi Dice lost 
some of tliinc enemies catch thoo and thou polish and wo he 
denied the sight of thy countenance,” Rejoined the Fiancoiin, 
“Tuie I But what lode lust thou oi lcscnuce foi my case?” 
Quoth the Toitoise, " My advice is thaL thou pluck out thy wing- 
feathers, wherewith thou speedest thy flight, and bury with us in 
tianquillity, eating of oui meat and diinlong of our think in this 
pnstuiage, that aboundelh in Lioes lifewUli finds yullow-iipc, and 
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we will sojourn, we and thou, in this fruitful stead and enjoy the 
company of 011c another.” The Francolin inclined to her speech, 
seeking ease for himself, and plucked out his wing-feathers, one 
by one, in accordance with the rede approved of by the Tortoise ; 
then he look up lus abode with them and contented himself with 
the litLle ease and transient pleasure he enjoyed. Presently up 
came a Weasel 1 and glancing at the Francolin, saw that his wings 
were plucked, so that lie could not fly, whereat he rejoiced with 
joy exceeding and said to himself, 11 Verily, yonder Francolin is fat 
of flesh and scant of feather.” So he went up to him and seized 
him, whereupon the Francolin called out to the Tortoises for 
help; hut when they saw the Weasel hend him, they drew apart 
horn him and huddled together, choked with weeping foi him, 
for they witnessed how the beast tortured him. Quoth the 
Francolin, 11 Is Lheic aught with 3'QU but weeping ? ” and quoth 
they, ,l O oul brolher, we have neither force nor resource 1101 any 
com sc against a Weasel.” AL this the Francolin was giieved and 
cubing off all his hopes of life said to them, f< The fault is not 
yoms, but mine own fault, in that 1 hearkened to you and plucked 
out my wing-feathers wlieiewilh l used to fly. Indeed, I deserve 
destruction foi having obeyed you, and 1 blame you not in aught," 
“ On like wise," continued the King, <f I do not blame you, O 
women ] but I blame and reproach myself foi that I remembered 
not that ye were the cause of the transgiession of our father 
Adam, by reason whereof I10 was cast out from the Garden of 
Eden and for that I forgoL ye arc the root of all evil, and hearkened 
to you, in mine ignorance, lack of sense, and weakness of judgment, 
And slew my Waziis and the Governeds of my State, who were 
my loyal adviseis in all mine actions and my glory and my 
strength against whatsoever tioublcd me, But at this time find 
I not one to replace them nor sea I any who shall stand me in 

their stead ; and I fall into utter perdition. 1 ’-And Shahrazad 

peiceivcd the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 
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She pursued, IL hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
King blamed himself saying, u 'Twas I that hearkened to you in 
mine ignorance and slew my Wazits so that now I find none to 
stand in their stead; and unless Allah succour me with one of 
sound judgment, who shall guide me lo that wherein is my 


1 Aiiih. " Ibn Urs, M Seo vol if night cl. 
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deliverance, I am fallen into niter pcrchLicm." Then he arose and 
wilhdLew into his bedchamber, bemoaning his Wa/irs and wise 
men aud saying, ,c Would Heaven Lhose lions were with me at 
this time, though bul for an honi ; so I might excuse myself unto 
them and look on them and bemoan to them my case and the 
travail that hath betided me aflci them 111 And he abode all his 
day sunken in the sea of caik and cave, neilhci eating nor chinking. 
But as soon as the night fell daik, lie arose and changing his 
raiment, donned old cloLhes and disguised himself and went foilh 
al a venture to walk about the city, so haply he might heai from 
any some word of comfort. As he wandcicd abouL Llm mam 
streets, behold, he chanced upon two hoys who had sought a 
retiled seat by a wall and he observed tlml Lhey wore equal in 
age, or about twelve years old, As they talked Ingcllmi he chew 
near them wheicas lie might hear and apprehend whnl they said, 
unseen of them, and heard one say to the oilier, “Liston, O my 
brother, to what my siie told me yesternight of the calamity 
which hath beticled him in the withering of Ins ciops befoic Ihcii 
tune, by reason of the rarity of lain and the soio sen row Lhat is 
fallen on this city." Quoth the othci, “ Wotlest thou not Lhecausc 
of this affliction ? 11 and quoth the fust, H No 1 and, if thou ken it, 
pray tell it me." Rejoined the other, li Yes, I wot it and will tell 
it thee* Know that I have licaid fiom one of my father's friends 
that our King slew his Wnzus and Giundoes, not for aught of 
offence done of them, hut only by leason of Ins love for women 
and inclination to them; for that his Ministers forbade him from 
this, but lie would not be foibidden and commanded to do them 
die in obedience to his wives. Thus he slew Shi mas my sire, who 
was his Wazir and the Wazir of his father bcfoio him and the 
chief of his council ; but right soon thou shall see how Allah will 
do with him by leasnn of his sins against them and how He shall 
avenge them of him.” The othei boy asked , t{ What can Allah do 
now that they are dead?" and his fellow answered, “ Know that 
the King of Outer Hind 1 maketh light of our monarch, and hath 
sent him a letter be-rating him and saying Lo lmn :—Build me a 
castle a-middlemosL Lhe sea, or I will send unto thee Bacli’a my 
Wazir, with twelve hordes of horse, each twelve thousand strong, 
to seize upon thy kingdom and slay thy men and emiy Lhec and 
thy women into captivity. And he hath given him three days 1 


r Arab, " Al-Hind nl-Aksd " The Sanqkut Siiulhu (lands on Lhe Imhm 
River) became in Zend " Ilcndii," and hciicc m Ainbic Sind mill Hind, winch 
lalter I wish wc had preserved instead of die classical " India " or lhe nocli< a| 
" Ind." 
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time to answer aftci the leceipt of that missive. Now thou must 
know, O my brother, that this King of Outer Hind is a masterful 
tyrant, a man of might and prowess m fight, and in his realm are 
much people; so unless our lung make shift to fend him off from 
himself, he will full into perdition, whilst the King of Hind, after 
slaying 0111 Sovran, will seize on out possessions and massacre our 
men and make prize of oui women,” When the King heard Lius 
theii talk, his agitation increased and he inclined to the boys, 
saying, “ Siucly Lhis hoy is a wizaid, in that lie is acquainted wilh 
this thing without learning it from me; for the letter is in my 
keeping and Lhe secret also and none hath knowledge of such 
matter but myself, Plow, then, knowelh this boy of it ? I will 
icsoit to him and talk with him, and I pray Adah that our deliver¬ 
ance may be at his hand.” Hereupon the King approached the 
boy softly, and *>iucl to him, “O thou dear boy, what is this thou 
sayest gT oui King, that he did id of the evilest in slaying his 
Warns and the Chiefs of his Slate? Indeed, he sinned against 
himself and Ids subjects, and thou art right in that which thou 
sayest, BuL tell me, O my son, whence knowesl thou that the 
King of OuLei Ilind hath wntten him a leLter be-raLing him and 
bespeaking him with the giievous speech whereof thou tellest ? M 
The boy icpKed, " O brother, I know this from Llie sand 1 where¬ 
with I take coiiipt of night and day, and from the saying of the 
ancients:—No mystery horn Allah is hidden, for the sons of 
Adam have in them a spiritual virtue winch discoveieth to them 
Lhe dailcost secicts. M AnsweiedWird Khan, “True, O my son, 
but whence learnedcsL thou geomancy and thou young of years?” 
Quoth the boy* “My father taught it me,” and quath the King, 
“Is thy falher alive or dead?" “lie is dead,” leplied the boy. 
Then Wild Khan asked, M Is there any resource or device for 
our King whereby to waid oft" from himself and his kingdom this 
soie calamity?" And the boy answered, saying, “It befitteth 
not that I speak with thee of this; hut an the King send for me 
and ask me how lie shall do to baffle his foe and get free of his 
snares, I will acquaint him with that wherein, by the power of 
Allah Almighty, shall be his salvation/ 1 Rejoined Wird Khan, 
41 But who shall tell the King of this that he may send for thee 
and invite thee to him ? M The boy retorted, n I hear that he 
seekelh men of experience and good counsel, so I will go up with 
them to him and tell him that whet cm shall be his welfare and 
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llie warding off of this affliction from him ; buL an he neglect the 
pressing maLter and busy himself 'witJi his lovc-licsso among his 
women and I go to him of my own accord designing to acquaint 
him with the means of deliverance, he will assuredly give orders 
to slay me, even as he slew those his Wazns, and my coiute&y to 
him will be the cause of my destruction. Wherefore the folk will 
think slightly of me and belittle my wit and I shall be ol those of 
whom it is said :—He whose science excellctli his sense peiishcih 
by lus ignorance." When the King heard the boy’s words, ho 
was assured of his sagacity; and the excellence c>f his merit was 
manifest, and he was ceitilled thaL deliveiance would betide him 
and Ins subjects at the hoy's hands. So presently he resumed the 
colloquy and risked him, “Whence atL thou and where is thy 
home?" and the boy answered, "This is the wall of our house," 
The King Look note of the place, and faicwelling the boy, rotiuned 
to his palace in high spirits. Then he changed his clothes and 
called for meat and wine, forbidding his women fiom him; and he 
ate and diank and retained thanks Lo Allah llic Most High and 
besought Him of succour and deliverance ; and he craved His 
pardon and for give ness for that which he had done wiLli his Wazns 
and Olcma, and turned Lo Him with sincere repentance, imposing 
on himself many a piaycr and long lasting, by way of discipline- 
vow. On the morrow he called one of his confidential eunuchs, 
and describing to him the boy’s home, hade him lepair thither and 
bung him to bis presence with all gentleness. Accordingly, the 
slave sought out the boy and said to him, "The King snminoneth 
thee, that good may betide thee from him and that ho may ask 
thee a question; then shalt thou lctuui safe and sound to thy 
dwelling." Asked the boy, " WlnrL is tho King's need of me Lhat 
he biddeth me to him on this wise ?" and the eunuch answered, 
fi My lord's occasion with thee is question and answer," tl A 
thousand times hearkening and a thousand times oboying the 
commandment of the King I" replied the boy, and accompanied 
the slave to Hie palace* When he came into the picsencc, ho 
prostrated himself before Allah, and after salaming, called down 
blessings on the King, who returned his salutation and bade him 

be seated,-And Shahrazad peiceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say hei petimtLed say. 
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She lesimicd, It hath icachcd me, O auspicious King, that when 
the boy appeared before the King and saluted him with Lhu salum, 
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Wird Khan returned his salutation and bade him be seated. So 
he sat down, and the King asked him, “Knowest thou who talked 
with thee yesternight? 51 Answered the boy, “Yes. 11 And the 
King said, " And wheie is he ?” " ’Tis he who speaketh with me 
at this present," said the boy. Rejoined the King, “Thou sayst 
sooth, O friend," and bade set him a chair beside his own, wbeie- 
on he made him sit, and called for meat and drink. Then they 
talked awhile and the King said, “ Ho thou the Wazir, 1 in our 
talk yesternight thou boldest me that thou hadst a device wheieby 
thou couldsfc defend us from the malice of the King of Hind. 
What is this contrivance and how shall we manccuvie to ward off 
Ills mischief from us? Tell me, that I may make thee chief of 
those who speak with me in the realm- and choose thee to be 
my Grand Wazir and do according to thy judgment in all 
thou counsellest mo and assign thee a splendid honorarium. 1 ' 
Answered the boy, “ O King, keep thy honorarium to thyself 
and seek counsel and policy of thy women, who directed thee to 
slay my father Shimas and the rest of the Wazirs." When the 
King heard this, he was ashamed, and sighed and said, u O thou 
dear boy, was Shiinas indeed thy she ? ,J The boy] replied, 
“Shimas was indeed my sire, and I am in truth his son. 1 ' 
Whereupon the King bowed his head, whilst the tears ran from 
his eyes, and he craved pardon of Allah, Then said he, 11 O boy, 
indeed I did this of my ignorance and by the evil counsel of the 
women; foi ‘Great indeed is their malice: but I beseech thee 
to foigive me and I will set thee in thy father's stead and make 
thy lank higher than his rank, M01 cover, an thou do away from 
us this retribution sent down from Heaven, I will deck thy neck 
with a collaL of gold and mount thee on the goodliest of steeds 
and bid the cnor imhe piochmation before ihee, saying :—Tbis 
is the lief 8 boy, the Wazir who sitteih in the second seat after 
the King I And touching what thou sayest of the women, I have 

1 This addiess gave the boy Wazuial rank. In many parts of Europe 
England included, if tho Sovereign nddiess a subject with a title not belonging 
lo him, it is a disputed point if tlia latter can or cannot claim it 

2 Koran. chapter of Joseph, \ii 28, spoken by Potiphar after Joseph’s 
innocence had been pioved by a witness in PoUphar’s house, 01, accoiding to 
the Talmud (Seplier Ilfidjabclioi) by an infant in the cradle. The tc>Us should 
have punted this as a quotation (with vowchpolnts). 

3 Aiab. " Al-'Aziz," alluding to Joseph tile PaLriarcli, entitled in Egypt 
"'Aziz al-Misi 11 — Magnified of Misiaim (Koran, xii 54). It is generally 
believed that Ismail Pasha, whose unwise deposition has caused the English 
Government such a host of troubles and load of obloquy, aspired to be named 
"'Aziz " by thcPoide; but was compelled to ba satisfied with lCIiadiv (vulg 
will ton IChcdive, and pionounccd even 11 ICeklivc "), a Persian title, which 
simply means prince or Kajah, as Khadiv-i-Hmd. 
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it in mind to do vengeance on them at such time as Almighty 
Allah shall will it. But tell me now what thou hast with thee of 
counsel and contrivance, that my heart may be content.” Quoth 
the hoy, u Swear to me an oath that thou wilt not gainsay me in 
what30 X shall say to thee, and that I from that which I fear shall 
be safe" ; and quoth the King, 11 This is the covenant of Allah 
between me and thee, that I will not go from thy woid and that 
thou shall be my chief counsellor, and whatsoever thou biddest 
me that will I do; and Lho Almighty Lord is witness betwixt us 
twain whatso I say-” Therewith the boy's breast waxed broad 
and the field of speech was opened to him wide and he said, 
11 0 King, myiede to thee is that thou await the expiiation of 
the delay appointed to thee for answering the courier of the 
King of blind; and when Iio cometh before thee seeking the 
reply, do thou put him off to another day, With this lie will 
excuse himself to thee, on the ground of his master having 
appointed him certain fixed days, and importune for an answer ; 
but da tliau rebut him and defer him to another day, without 
specifying what day it be, Then will he go forth from thee 
an-angered and betake himself into the midst of the city and 
speak openly among the folk, saying:—O people of the city, I am 
a cornier of the King of Outel Hind, who is a monaich of great 
puissance and of determination such as soflenctli non, He sent 
me with a letter to the King of this city appointing to me ccitaui 
days, saying:—An thou be not with me by the tune appointed, 
my vengeance shall fall on thee, Now, behold, I went in to 
the Kmg of this city and gave him the missive, which when 
he had read, he sought ol me a delay ol three days, after 
which he would loLiuu me an answer to the lettci, and I agreed 
to this of courtesy and considcialiou for him, When the three 
days were past I went to seek the leply of him, but lie delayed 
me to another day ; and now I have no patience to wait longei ; 
so I am about to return to my lord, the King of Outer Hind, 
and acquaint him with that which hath befallen me j and ye, 
O folk, aie witnesses between me and him. All this will be 
leported to thee and do thou send for him and speak Ium 
gently and say to him:—O thou who seekesL thine own iuin, 
what hath moved thee to blame us among our subjects ? 
Verily, thou deservest present death at oui hands; but the 
ancients say :—Clemency is of the attributes of nobility. Know 
that our delay in answering arose not fiom helplessness oil our 
part, but from our much business aud lack of leisure to look 
into thine affair and write a reply to thy King ,f Then call 
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for the scroll and read it again, and laugh loud and long, and 
say to the courier :—Hast thou a letter other than this? If so, 
we will write thee an answer to that also. He will say, I have 
none other than this letter; but do thou repeat thy question to 
him a second time and a third lime, and he will reply, I 
have none other at all. Then say to him :—Verily, this thy King 
is utterly witless in that lie writeth us the like of this writ 
seeking to arouse our math against him, so that we shall go forth 
to him with our forces and domineer over his dominions and 
capture Ins kingdom. But we will not punish him this time for 
his unmannerly manners as shown in this letter, because he is 
wanting in wit and feeble of foiesight, and it beseemeth our dignity 
that we hist warn him not to repeat the like of these childish 
extravagances; and it he risk his life by returning to the like of 
this, he will deserve speedy destruction. Indeed, me thinks this 
King of thine who sent thee on such errand must be an ignorant 
fool, taking no thought to the issue of things and having no Wazir 
of sense and good counsel, with whom he may advise. Weie lie 
a man of mmd, he had taken counsel with a Wazir ere sending 
us the like of this laughable letter. But he shall have a reply 
similar to his senpt and surpassing it; for I will give it to one of 
the boys of the school to answer." Then send for nie; and, when 
I come to the presence, bid me ifead the letter and reply thereto." 
When the King heard the boy’s speech his breast broadened and 
he approved his proposal and his device delighted him. So he 
confened gifts upon him and installing him in his father’s office 
sent him away lejoicing. And as soon as expired the three days 
of delay which he had appointed, the couriei presented lumself, 
and going in to the King demanded the answer ; but he put him 
off to another day ; whereupon he went to the end of the caLpet- 
room 1 and spake with unseemly speech, even as the boy had fore- 
said. Then he betook himself to the bazar and cried, H Ho, 
people of this city, I am a courier of the King of Outer blind and 
came with a message to your monarch who still putteth me off 
from a reply. Now the term is past which my master limited to 
me and your King hath no excuse, and ye are witnesses unto this/ 1 
When these woids leached the King, lie sent for that courier and 
said to him, u O thou that seeketh thine own min, art thou not the 
bearer of a letter fioin King to King, between whom are secrets, 
and how cometh it that thou goe&t forth among the folk and 
publishest Kings’ secrets to the vulgar? Verily, thou meritest 


N 2 


i * e. the Tin one-room. 
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retribution from us ; but this we will forbear, for the sake of 
returning an answer by thee to this fool of a King of thine : 
and it befit teth not that any return to him reply but the least of 
the boys of the school.' 1 Then he senL for the Wazir's son, who 
came and prostrating himself before Allah, offered up piayeis 
for the King’s lasting gloiy and long life; whereupon Wird Khan 
threw him the letter, saying, “ Read that letter and wile mean 
acknowledgment thereof in hasLe." The boy look the letter and 
read it; smiled; then ho laughed; then he laughed aloud and 
asked the King, ff Didst thou send for me to answer this letter? M 
"Yes,” answered Wild Khan, and the boy said* Cl 6 King, me- 
thought thou hadst sent for me on some grave occasion ; indeed, 
a lesser than I had answeicd this letter, but ’tis llitno to command, 
O puissant potentate." Quotli the King, u Wiito the reply foith- 
right, on account of the courier, for that he is appointed a term 
and we have delayed him another day," Quoth tho boy, 14 With 
the readiest hearkening and obedience," and pulling out papci 

and ink-case 1 wrote as follows:-And Shaluazad perceived the 

dawn of day and cease saying her pci milted say. 

ichto toljcit it hmis % J!3(iie tyimiiutif anti Ctocith)^d)tiuD 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
hoy took the letter and lead it, lie forLluiglil pulled out ink-case 
and paper, and wrote as follows:—“ In the name of Allah the 
Compassionating, the CompnssionaLe I Peace be upon him who 
hath gotten pardon and deliverance and the meicy of the 
Merciful! But after* O thou wlio pietendesl thyself a mighty 
King and art but a King in woid and not in deed, we give th.ee 
to know that thy letter hath leached ns and we have lead iL and 
have taken note of that which is therein o£ absuidilies and 
peregrine extravagances, whereby wc are certified of Lliinc ignor¬ 
ance and ill-will to us. Verily, thou hast put out thy hand 
to that Whereunto ILiqu cansl never leach; and but that wc have 
compassion on Allah’s creatures and the lieges, wc had 110L held 
back from thee. As for thy messenger, he went foUh to the 
maiket stieets and published the news of thy letter to gicat and 
small, whereby he meuted retaliation from us; but we spared him 


r For the ’■ DawAt lr or wooden ink-case containing lecds, see nights 
rccclviii, and dcccxllu. I may remark that its ougin is the Egyptian “ Fes,” 
of which theie is a specimen in the Bntish Museum msciibod, “ Aniens the 
good god and Fold of the two Lands,' 1 
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and remitted his offence, of pity for him, seeing that he is 
excusable with thee, and not for aught of respect to tLiyself. As 
for that whereof thou makest mention in thy letter of the slaying 
of my Wazirs and Olema and Grandees, this is the truth and this 
I did for a reason that arose with me; and I slew not one man of 
learning but there are with me a thousand of his kind, wisei than 
he and cleverer and wittier , noi is there with me a child but is 
filled with knowledge, and I have, in the stead of each of the 
slain, of those who surpass in his kind, what is beyond count. 
Each man of my tioops also can cope with an horde of thine, 
whilst, as for moneys I have a manufactory that malceth every 
day a thousand pounds of silver, besides gold, and precious stones 
aie with me as pebbles; and as for the people of my possessions I 
cannot set forth to thee their goodlincss and abundance of means. 
How daiest thou, therefore, presume upon us and say to us, Build 
me a castle a-middlemost the main ? Veiily, this is a marvellous 
thing, and doubtless it ariseth from the slightness of thy wit; for 
hadst thou aught of sense, thou hadst enquired of the beatings of 
the billows and the wafLings of the winds. But wall it off from 
the waves and the surges of the sea, and still the winds, and we 
will build thee the castle. Now as for thy pietension that thou 
wilt vanquish me, Allah forfend that such Lhmg should, befall and 
the like of thee should lord it over us and conquer our realm I 
Nay, the Almighty hath given me the victory oveL thee, for that 
thou hast transgressed against me and rebelled without due cause. 
Know, theiefore, thaL thou hast merited retribution from the Lord 
and from me; but I fear Allah in respect of thee and thy subjects 1 2 
and will not take hoi se against thee except after warning. Where¬ 
fore, an thou also fear Allah, hasten to send me this year's tribute; 
else will I not turn from my design to ride forth against t'nee 
with a thousand thousand 3 and an hundred thousand lighlmg- 
men, alt furious giants on elephants, and I will range them lound 
about my Wazir and bid him besiege thee three years, in lieu of 
the three days’ delay thou appointedst to thy messengei, and I 
will make myself master of tliy dominion, except that I will slay 
none save thyself alone and take captive therefrom none but 


1 i e, I am governed by the fear of Allah m my dealings to thee and thy 
subjects, 

2 Arabic has no single word for million although the Mar oceans have 
adopted " Milyun " horn the Spaniards (see p 100 of the Rudiment os del 
Arabo vulgar que se habla en el impeno de Marniccos por El P. Fr, Josfc de 
Lerchundi, Madrid, 1872), This lade of the liighei numerals, the reverse 
of the I-Iindu languages, makes Arabic "anthmoEogy" very primitive and 

almost as cumbrous as the Chinese, 



198 


Alf Laylah wa LaylaJu 

thy Haiim” Then the boy chew his own porlrniL in the margin 
of the letter and mote thereunder the woids: “ This answer was 
written by the least of the boys of the school.” After this he 
sealed it and handed it to the King, who gave it to the cornier, and 
the man, after talcing iL and hissing the King’s hands, went forth 
from him thanking Allah and the Sovran foi his royal clemency 
to him and marvelling at the boy’s intelligence. He arrived 
at the cornl of the King, his mastei, on the third clay aflei 
the expiration of the teim appointed to him, and found that 
he had called a meeting of Ins council, by icasoii of the failure 
of the courier to return al the time appointed. So ho went 
in to the King and prostrating himself bcfoie him, gave him 
the letter. The King took it and questioned him of the cause 
of his tarrying and how it was with King Wird Khan. So 
he told him all he had seen with his own eyes and hoard 
with his own ears; whereat the King’s wit was confounded and 
he said, M Out on thee I What tale is this thou tellcsl mo of the 
like of this King?” Answered the cornier, tl O mighty momucli, 
here am I in thy presence, 1 but open the 1 eLler and read it, and 
the truth of my speech will be manifest io thee.” So Lhe King 
opened the letter and read it and seeing the semblance of Lhe hoy 
svtvo had written it, made sure of the loss of his kingdom and wah 
perplexed anent the end of his affair. Then, turning Lo his Waziis 
and Grandees, he acquainted them with what had occurred and 
read to them the letter, whereat they were affrighted with the 
sorest affright and sought to sooth the King’s terror with woids 
that were only from the tongue, whilst their licai ts wcie torn 
piecemeal with palpitations of alarm. Bui Badi'a (Lhe Chid 
Wazir) presently said, l{ Know, O King, that there is no profit 
in that which my brother Waziis have proffered, and iL is my 
rede that thou wrilc this King ei wiil and excuse thyself to him 
therein, saying ;—I love thee and loved thy fa then before thee and 
sent thee not this letter by the courier except only Lo prove thee 
and try thy constancy and see what was in thee of valiancy and 
thy proficiency in mattcis of praclick and theoiick and skill in 
enigmas, and that wherewith thou art endowed of all perfections. 
So we pray Almighty Allah lo bless iliee in thy kingdom and 
strengthen the defences of thy capital and add to thy dominion, 
since thou art mindful of thyself and manages! lo accomplish 
every need of thy subjects. And send it lo him by anoLher 
courier." Exclaimed the King, “By Allah of All-might J ’tis 


1 i>e I am thy slave to slay or lopaidon. 
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a marvel of marvels that this man should be a mighty King and 
ready for war, after his slaughter 0/ all the wise men of his 
kingdom and his counsellors and the captains of his host, and 
that his realm should be populous and piospoi after this and 
there should issue therefrom this piodigious power I Bui the 
marvellousest of all is that the Jiltle ones of its schools should 
leturn the like of Lhis answer for its King, Verily, of the vile¬ 
ness of my greed I have kindled this fire upon myself and lieges, 
and I know not how I shall quench il, save by taking the advice 
of this my Wazir” Accordingly, he gat ready a costly present, 
with eunuchs and slaves manifold, and wrote the following 
reply:—"In the name of Allah the Compassionating, the Com¬ 
passionate 1 To proceed: O Glorious King Wird Khan, son of 
my dear brother, Jali’ad, may the Lord have metcy on thee and 
continue thee I Thine answer to our letter hath reached us, and 
we have read it and apprehended its contents and see therein that 
which gJaddeneth us and this is the utmost of that which we 
sought of Allah foi thee , so we beseech Him to exalt thy dignity 
and stablish the pillars of thy state and give thee the victory over 
thy foes and those who purpose thee ftoward ness, Know, O King, 
that thy fathei was my brother and that there we*e between us 
in his lifetime pacts and covenants, and never saw he from me 
aught save weal, nor ever saw I from him other than good; and 
when he deceased and thou tookest seal upon the throne of his 
kingship theie betided us the utmost joy and gladness ; but when 
the news readied ns of that winch thou didst with thy Waziis and 
the Notables of thy Slate, we feared lest the report of thee should 
come to the ears of some King othei than ourselves and lie should 
presume against thee, for that we deemed tliee negligent of thine 
affairs and of the maintenance of thy defences and neglectful of 
the interests of thy kingdom; so- we let write unto thee what 
should arouse thy spirit. But, when we saw that thou return¬ 
ed est us the like of this reply, our heart was set at ease for thee, 
may Allah give thee enjoyment 1 of thy kingdom and stablish 
thee in thy dignity 1 And so the Peace be with theed* Then he 
despatched the letter and the presents to Wird Khan with an 

escort of an hundred horse,-And Sliahraznd perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted S2y. 


1 Arab. " Matla'&ka 'llaH ■'=Allah permit thee to enjoy, from the root 
mala', whence cometh the Marocca,n Mata'l=iny, mine, which answers to 
BitA'i in Egypt, 
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JRoto njTjcu ft luttrs t\)c JUJinc Jnntrwto mrt 

She continued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
monarch of Outer Hind, after making leady his presents, des¬ 
patched them to King Wird Khan, with an cscoit of an hundred 
horse, who fated on till they came to his coml and saluting him, 
presented letters and gifts. The King lead the writ and lodged 
the leader of the escort in a befitting place, entreating him with 
honour and accepting the presents he presented. So the news of 
this was bruited abroad among the folic and the King rejoiced 
therein with joy exceeding. Then he sent for the boy, the son 
of Sbinuia, and the Captain of the hundred horse ; and, entreating 
the young Wazir with honour, gave him the letter to tend ; whilst 
he himself blamed the King's conduct to the Captain, who kissed 
lus hands and made his excuses to him, offering up prayeis for the 
continuance of his life and the permanence of his prosperity. 
The King tlmnlced him foi this and bestowed upon him honours 
and largesse, and gave to all his men what befit Led them and made 
leady piesents to send by them and bade the boy Wazir indite 
an answer to their King's lcLter. So the boy wrote a reply, 
wheiein, after an address 1 2 beautiful exceedingly, he touched 
briefly on the question of reconciliation and praised the good 
breeding of the envoy and of his mounted men, and showed it, 
when duly finished, to the King who said to him, “Read it, O 
thou dear boy, that we may know what is written 3 * * * Uieiem." 
So the boy read the letter in the presence of the hundred horse, 
and the King and all present marvelled at its ordinance of style 
and sense. Then the King sealed the letter and delivering it to 
the Captain of the hundred horse, dismissed him wiLh some of 
his own troops to escort him as far as the frontier of his country. 
The Captain returned, confounded in mind aL that which he had 
seen of the boy's knowledge, and thanking Allah for the speedy 
accomplishment of his errand and the acceptance of peace to 


1 Aiab M Klntdb M = the exordium of a letter preceding its business-matter, 
and in which the wi iter displays all his art It ends with r4 AmmA ba’tV' lit. 

alter, equivalent to our 11 To proceed, 11 This M Kiri lab 1 ’ is mostly 
skipped over by modem statesmen, who will say, 41 Now aftei the nonsense let 
let ua come to the sense "J but their secretaries carefully weigh every woid of 
it, iu\(l strongly resent all shortcomings. 

2 Strongly suggesting that the King had forgotten how to read and write 

So not a few of the Am'us of Sind were analphabetic and seemed lather proud 

of it: 11 a Baloch c-airnot write, but he always carries a signet-ling.” I heaid 

of an old English lady of the past generation in Noithem Africa who openly 

declared, 41 A Wairington shall never leaui to read or wiile." 
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the King of Outer Plind, Then going 1 in to the presence, he 
delivered the presents and handed to him the letter, telling him 
what he had seen and heard ; whereat the King rejoiced with joy 
exceeding and rendered lauds to his Loid the Most High and 
honoured the Captain, commending his care and zeal and 
advancing him in rank- And from that hour he woned in peace 
and tianquillity and all happiness, As for King Wird Klmn, he 
returned to the paths of righteousness, abandoning his evil ways 
and repenting to Allah with sincere penitence ; and he gave up 
womanising altogether, and applied himself wholly to the ordering 
of the affairs of his icalin and the governance of his people in the 
fear of Allah- Furthermore, he made the son of Sliimas Wazir 
in his father’s stead and the chief after himself in his realm and 
keeper of his secrets, and bade decorate his capital for seven days 
and likewise the other cities of his kingdom. At this the subjects 
lejoiced, and fear and alarm ceased from them, and they were glad 
in the prospect of justice and equity, and instant in prayer fen 
the King and for the Minister who from bun and them had done 
away this tiouble, Then said the King to the Wazir, li What is 
thy rede for the assuring of the state and the prospering of the 
people, and the leturn of the realm to its aforetime state ns regards 
■Captains and Councillors ? " Answered the boy, ° O King of 
high estate, in my judgment it belioveth before all that thou begin 
■by rending out from thy heart the root of wickedness and leave 
thy debauchery and tyranny and addiction to women ; for, an tliou 
return to the root of transgression, the second backsliding will be 
worse than the fust." The King asked, “And what is the root 
■of sinfulness that it behoveth me to root out horn my heart 1 " 
and was answeied by the Wazir, little of years but great of wit, 
(l O King, the root of wickedness is subjection to the desue of 
women and inclining to them and following their counsel and 
contavance; for the love of them changeth the soundest wit and 
coiruptelh the most upright nature, and manifest proofs bear 
witness to my saying, wherein, an Ihou meditate them and follow 
their actions and consequences with eyes intent, thou wilt find a 
loyal counsellor against thy own soul and wilt stand in no need 
whatever of my rede. Look, then, thou occupy not thy heart with 
the thought of womankind and do away the trace of them from 
■thy mind, for that Allah the Most High hath forbidden excessive 
use of them by the mouth of Plis piophet Moses, so that quoth a 
-certain wise King to his son :—0 my son, when thou succeedest 
to the kingdom after me, frequent not women overmuch, lest thy 
heart be led astray and thy judgment be corrupted; for that 
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overmuch commerce with them Jcadeth to love of them, and love 
of them to corruption of judgment, And the pi oof of this is what 
befell our Lord Solomon, son of David. (The Peace be upon the 
twain of them!), whom Allah specially endowed with knowledge 
and wisdom and supreme dominion, nor vouchsafed He to any one 
of the Kings his predecessors the lilco of that which He gave 
him; and women weie the cause of his father's offending. The 
examples of this are many, O King, and I do but make mention 
of Solomon to thee for that thou lcnowest that Lo none was given 
such dominion as that with which he was invested, so that all the 
Kings of the earth obeyed him, Know then, O King, that the 
love of women is the toot of all evil and none of them hath any 
judgment : wheiefore it behoveth a man use them accouling to 
his need and not incline to them with utter inclination, for that 
will cast him into coiruption and perdition. An thou hearken to 
my woids, all thine affairs will prosper 5 but, an thou neglect 
them, thou wilt repent whenas repentance will not profit thee." 
Answered the King, 14 Verily, I have left my whilome inclination to 

women-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

saying her permitted say, 

JEtoto )xi\M it tone* lljc JRIne IJsuirturtr ant (TTfonitiMilMl!) JEKfllh, 

She piusucd, It hath reached me, O mighty monarch, that 
King Wird Khan said to his Wazir, “ Indeed, I have left my 
whilome inclination to women and have altogether renounced my 
infatuation for them ; but how shall I do lo punish them in retali¬ 
ation of their misdeeds ? Foi the slaying of thy sire Slum as was 
of their malice and not of my own will, and I know not what 
ailed my reason that I consented Avith tlicir proposal to slay him/ 1 
Then he cued, lI Ah me!" and groaned and lamonled, saying, 
" Well-away and alas Tol the loss of my Wazir and his just judg¬ 
ment and admiiable adminisUation and for Lhc loss of his like 
of the Wazirs and Heads of the State and of the goodliness of 
their apt counsels and sagacious I ” 41 O King, 11 quoth the boy- 

minister, <4 lcnow that the fault is not with women alone, foi that 
they are like unto a pleasing stock-in-trade, wheieto the lusls of 
the lookers-on incline. To whosoever lusteLh and buyclh, they 
sell it; blit whoso buyetli not, none forceth him to buy ; so that 
the fault is of him who buyeth, especially if ho know the harm¬ 
fulness of that merchandise. Now, I warn thee, as did my she 
before me, but thou accepLcdest not to his counsel/ 1 Answered 
the King, #l O Wazir, indeed I have fixed this fault upon myself, 
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even as thou bast said, and I have no excuse except divine fore- 
ordainmenl.” Rejoined the Wazir, “ O King, know that Almighty 
Allah hath created us and endowed us with capability and appointed 
to us free-will and choice; so, if we will, we da, and if we will* 
we do not. The Lord commanded us not to do harm, lest sin 
attach to us; wherefoie it bcfilteth us to take compi of what&o is 
right to do, for that the Almighty biddeth us naught but good in 
all cases and foibiddeth us only from evil; but what we do, we do 
of our own design, be it fair or faulty. J1 Quoth the King, “Thou 
sayesl sooth, and indeed my fault arose from my surrendering 
myself lo my lusts, albeit often and often my better self warned 
me from this, and thy sire Sliimas also warned me often and often; 
but my lusts overcame my wits. Hast thou, then, with thee aught 
that may withhold me from again committing* this error and 
whereby my reason may be victorious over the desires of my 
soc.il? 11 Quoth the Wazir, “Yes; I can tell thee what will restrain 
thee from relapsing into this fault, and it is that thou doff the 
garment of ignorance and don that of under si an ding, and disobey 
thy passions and obey tliy lord and revert to the policy of the just 
King thy sire, and fulfil thy duties to Allah the Most High and to 
thy people, and apply thyself to the defence of thy faith and the 
promotion of thy subjects' welfare, and rule thyself aright and 
forbear the slaughter of thy people ; and look to the end of things 
and sever thyself ham tyranny and oppression and arrogance and 
lewdness, and practise justice, equity, and humility, and bow 
before the bidding of the Almighty, and apply thyself to gentle 
dealing with those of ITis creatures over whom Pie set thee, and be 
assiduous as it besitielh thee in fulfilling their p;ayers unto thee. 
An tliou be constant herein, may thy days be serene and may Allah 
of His mercy pardon thee and make thee loved and feared of all 
who look on thee; so shall thy foes be brought to naught, for the 
Omnipotent shall rout their hosts and thou shalt have acceptance 
with ITnn and of ITis creatures be dreaded and to them endeared.” 
Quoth the King, li Indeed thou hast quickened my vitals and 
illumined my heart with thy sweet speech and hast opened the 
eyes of my clear-seeing after blindness; and I am resolved to do 
whatso thou hast set forth to me, with the help of the Almighty, 
leaving my foimei case of lust and sinfulness and bringing forth 
my soul fioni duiance vile to deliverance and from fear to safety. 
So it bchovetli thee to be joyful here at and contented, for that I 
am become to thee ns a son, maugre my more of age, and thou to 
me as a dear father, despite thy tenderness of years, and it hath 
become incumbent on me to do mine utmost endeavour in all thou 
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commandest me. Wherefore I thank the bounty of Allah and 
thy bounty because He hath vouchsafed me, by thee, fair foitune 
and goodly guidance and just judgment to ward off my caik 
and care ; and the secrnUy of my lieges hath been brought about 
by thy hand, through the excellence of thy knowledge and the 
goodliness of thy contrivance. And thou, from this hour, shaft be 
the counsellor of my kingdom and equal to myself in all but 
sitting upon the throne ; and whatso thou dost shall be law to me 
and none shall disobey thy word, young in yeais though thou he, 
for that thou art old m wit and knowledge, So I thank Allah who 
deigned giant thee to me, that thou mayst guide me inLo the way 
of salvation and out of the crooked paths of perdition/' Quoth 
the Wazir, 11 0 auspicious King, know that no merit is due to me 
foL giving thee loyal counsel; for that to succour thee by deed and 
word is one of the things which is incumbent on me, seeing that I 
am but a plant of thy bounty; and not I alone, IniL one before mo 
was overwhelmed with thy beneficence ; so that wo are both alike 
partakers in thy honours and favours, and how shall wc not 
acknowledge this ? Moreover thou, O King, art our shcpheul and 
ruler and he who wardetli off from us our foes, and to whom is 
committed our protection, and our guardian, constant in endeavour 
for our safety. Indeed, though wo lavished our Lives ia thy service* 
yet should we not fulfil that which is incumbent oil us of gratitude 
to thee; but we supplicate Allah Almighty, Who hath set lliee over 
us and made thee our ruler, and beseech Him vouchsafe thee long 
life and success in all thine enterprises and not to make tiial of 
thee with afflictions in thy time, but bring Ihco to thy desire and 
make thee to be reverenced till the day of thy death and lengthen 
thine arms in generosity, so thou mayst have command over 
every wise man. and subdue every wicked man, and all the Aviso 
and biave be found with thee in thy realm and all Lhe ignorant 
and coAvardly be plucked out from thy reign; and we pray Him 
to withhold from thy people scarcity and calamity, and sow among 
them the seed of love and friendship and cause them to enjoy of 
this world its prosperity and of the next felicity, of His grace and 
bounty and hidden mercies, Amen 1 ! For He is over all things 
Omnipotent and there is naught difficult unto Him, to Him all 
things tend,” When the King beard the Wazir's prayer, lie was 
mightily rejoiced and inclined to him with his whole heait, saying, 


i Arab* 11 Amin," □£ -which the Hcb, form is Amen from the root Amft- 
stability, constancy. In both tongues it Is a paiticle of animation 01 consent 
=it is true! So be it I The Ilebiew has also 11 Amanali J, =* verily, tmly. 
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" Know, O Wazir, thou art to me in lieu of In other and son and 
father and naught but death shall divide me from thee. All that 
my hand possesseth thou shalt have the disposal of and, if I have 
no child to succeed me, thou shalt sit on my throne in my stead ; 
for thou art the worthiest of all the folic of rny realm, and I will 
invest thee with my Kingship in the presence of the Grandees of 
my state and appoint thee my heir apparent to inherit the kingdom 

after me, Inshallah 1 11 -And Shaln'azad perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

J9olu totcn it tern* tlje JGKnc J>unteeJi null er&lilicfti fo\$W 

She resumed, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that King 
Wird Khan said to the son of Shim as the wliilome Wazir, 
“ Presently I will name thee my successor and make thee my 
heir appaient : and I will call the Grandees of mine Empire to 
witness thereto.” Then he summoned his Secretary and bade 
him write to all the Lords of his land, convoking them at his 
Court, and caused proclamation to be made in his city to all the 
townsfolk great and small, bidding every one of the Emirs and 
Governors and Chamberlains and other officers and dignitaries 
to his presence as well as the Olema and Literati learned in the 
law. He held to boot a grand Diwan and made a banquet, never 
was its like seen anywhere and thereto he bade all the folk, high 
and low. So they assembled and abode in merry-making, eating 
and drinking, a month's space; after which the King clothed the 
whole of Ins household and the poor of his Kingdom and bestowed 
on the men of knowledge abundant largesse. Then he chose out 
a number of the Olema and wise men who were known to the 
son of Shimas, and caused them go in to him, bidding him choose 
out of them six that he might make them Wazirs under com¬ 
mandment of the boy. Accordingly, he selected six of the oldest 
of them in years and the best 111 wits and fullest of lore and the 
quickest of memory and judgment, and presented them to the 
King, who clad them in Wazirial habit, saying, Ye aic become 
my Ministers, under the commandment of this my Grand Wazir, 
the son of Shimas, Whatsoever he saitli to you or biddeth 
you to do, ye shall never and in no wise depart from it, albeit 
he is the youngest of you in years ; for he is the eldest of you 
m intellect and intelligence." Then he seated them upon chans, 
adorned with gold after the usage of Wazirs, and appointed lo 
them stipends and allowances, bidding them choose out such o-f 
the notables of the kingdom and officcis of the troops present at 
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the banquet as weie aptest for the service of the stale, that he 
might make them Captains of tens and Captains of hundieds 
and Captains of thousands and appoint to them dignities and 
stipends and assign them provision, after the maimer of Grandees. 
This they did with entire diligence, and he hade them also 
handsel all who were present with Idigo gifts and dismiss them 
each Lo his country with honour and renown ; he also charged 
his governors to rule the people with justice and enjoined them 
to be tender to the poor as well as to the uch and hade succoui 
them fiom the treasury, according to their several degrees, So 
the Wazirs wished him permanence of gloiy and continuance of 
life, and he commanded Lo decorate the city three days in gLatitude 
to Allah Almighty for mercies vouchsafed to him. Such was 
the case with the King and Ins Wazir, Ibn Shimas, in the 
ordinance of his kingdom tlnough his Emirs and Goveinois; 
but as legards the favourite women, wives, concubines and others 
who, by their malice and perfidy, had brought about Lhe slaughter 
of the Waziis and had well-nigh mined the realm, as soon as the 
Court was dissolved and sill the people had departed, each Lo his 
own place, after their affairs had been set in oulei, the King sum¬ 
moned his boy-Mmisler, the son of Shimas, anil the other six 
Wazirs, and taking them apart privily, said to them, u Know, O 
Wazirs, that I have been a wandcicr from the light way,drowned 
in ignoiance, opposed to admonition, a breaker of facts and 
promises and a gainsayer of good counsellors ; and the cause of all 
this was my being fooled by these women and the wiles whereby 
they beset me and the glozing line of their speech, wheieby they 
seduced me to sin and my acceptance of this, for that I deemed 
the words of them true and loyal counsel, by reason of then 
sweetness and softness; but lo, and behold I they weie deadly 
poison. And now I am certified that they sought buL to ruin and 
destroy me, wheiefoie they deserve punishment and retribution 
from me, for justice sake, that I may make them a warning to 
whoso will be warned. And what say your just judgments anent 
doing them to die?” Answeied the hoy Wazir, " O mighty 
King, I have already told thee that women aic not alone to 
blame, but that the faulL is shaied beLwecn them and the men 
who hearken to them. However, they deserve punishment and 
requital for two reasons: firstly, for the fulfilment of thy word, 
because thou art the supreme King; and secondly, by reason of 
their presumption against thee and their seducing thee and tlieir 
meddling with that which concerned! them not and whereof it 
belitteth them not even to speak. Wherefore they have right well 
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deserved death; yet Let that which hath befallen them suffice them, 
and thou henceforth reduce them to servants' estate. But it is 
thine to command in this and in other than this. 1 ' Then one of 
the Wazirs seconded the counsel of Ibn Shiitias; buL another of 
them prosti a ted himself befoie the King and said to him, u Allah 
piolong the King's life ! An thou be indeed resolved to do with 
them that which shall cause their death, do \viLh them as I shall 
say to thee." Asked Wird Khan, " And what is that ? " and the 
Wazir answered, n 'Tweie besL that thou bid some of thy female 
slaves carry the women who played thee false to the apartment 
wheieln befell the slaughter of thy Wazirs and wise men, and 
imprison them there; and bid that they be provided with a little 
meat and drink, enough to keep life in their bodies. Let them 
never be suffered to go foitli of that place, and whenever one of 
them dies, let hei abide among them, as she is, till they die all, 
even to the last of them. This is the least of their desert, because 
they were the cause of this greaL avail; ay, and the origin of all 
the troubles and calamities that have befallen in our time; so shall 
there be verified in them the saying of theSayer :—Whoso diggeth 
his brother a pit shall surely himself fall into it, albeit of long 
safety he have benefit.” The King accepted the Wazir's counsel 
and sending for four stalwart female slaves, committed the 
offending women to them, bidding them bear them into the place 
of slaughter and imprison them there and allow them every day a 
little coarse food and a little troubled water. They did with them 
as he bade; \vheLefore the woman mourned with sore mourning, 
repenting them of that which they had clone and lamenting with 
grievous lamentation. Thus Allah gave them their reward of 
abjection in this woild and prepared for them torment in the world 
to come; nor did they cease to abide in that in inky and noisome 
place, whilst every day one or other of them died, till they all 
perished, even to the last of them ; and the report of this event 
was bruited abroad in all lands and count lies. This is the end of 
the story of the King and his Wazirs and subjects, and prafse be 
to Allah Who causeth peoples to pass away, and quickeueth the 
bones that rot in decay ; Him Who alone is worthy to bo glorified 
and magnified ahvay and hallowed for ever and aye I And 
amongst the tales they tell is one of 
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ABU KIR THE DYER AND ABU SIR THE 

BARBER. 

There dwelt once in Alexandria, city, two men, of whom one was 
a dyer, by name Abri Kir, and the other a barber Abu Sir 1 ; and 
Uiey were neighbours in the market-street, where their shops stood 
side by side. The dyer was a swindler and a liar, an exceeding 
wicked wight, as if indeed his head-temples were hewn out of a 
boulder lock or fashioned of the threshold of a. Jewish synagogue, 
nor was he ashamed of any sliameful work he wrought amongst 
Lhe folk. It was his wont, when any biought him cloth fot 
staining, first to requite of him payment under pretence of buying 
dye-stuffs therewith, So the customer would give him the wage in 
advance and wend his ways, and the dyer would spend all lie 
received on meat and drink; after wiuch he would sell the cloth 
itself as soon as ever its owner tinned his back and was,te its 
worth in eating and chinking and what not else, for he ate not but 
of the daintiest and most delicate viancls, nor drank but of the best 
of that which doth away the wit of man. And when the owner of 
the cloth came to him, he would say to him, 11 Return to me to 
moiL-ow before sunrise and thou shall find thy stuff dyed." So the 
customer would go away, saying to himself, " One day is near 
another day/ 1 and return next day at the appointed time, when the 
dyer would say to him, ff Come to-mar low ; yesterday I was not 
at woik, foi I had with me guests and was occupied with doing 
what their wants lequiied till they went; but to-morrow before 
suniise come and take thy cloth dyed. 1 ' So he would fare fottli, 
and return on the third day, when Abu Kir would say to him, 
M Indeed, yesterday I was excusable, for my wife was brought to 
bed in Lhe night, and all day I was busy with manifold matters ; 
but toanoirow, without fail, come and lake thy cloth dyed." 
"When the man came again at the appointed time, lie would put 
him off with some other pretence, it malLcied lit Lie what, and 

would swear to him,-And Sbahra-zad pciceivcd the dawn of 

■lay and ceased saying her permitted say- 

i Abu Sir is a manifest conuption of the old Egyptian Polish i, the 
Uusiris of our classics, and it gives a name to suiuhy villages in modem 
lilgypt, wlie^e it is usually pLouaunced M Buslr " Abu Kir, lit, the lAxthei 
cf Pitch, is also couupted to Abrm Kir (Bay) ; and the townlet now ninths !ho 
site of jolly old Canopus, the Chosen Land of Egyptian debauclieiy. 
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She said, It hath reached me, 0 auspicious King-, that eveiy tinny 
the owner of an article came to the dyer he would pul him off wills 
any pietext 1 and would swear to linn ; nor would he cease to 
promise and swear to him as often as he came, till the customer 
lost patience and said, "How often wilt thou say to me, 4 To¬ 
morrow Give me my stuff: I will not have it dyed. 1 ' 
Wheieupon the dyer would make answer, 11 By Allah, O my 
brother, I am abashed at thee; but I must tell the truth, and may 
Allah harm all who harm folk in their goods!” The other would 
exclaim, “Tell me what hath happened M ; and Abu Kir would 
reply, “ As for thy stuff, X dyed tlvat same on matchless wise and 
hung it on the drying rope, buL J twas stolen, and I know not who 
stoic it.” If the owner of the stuff were of the kindly, he would 
say, “Allah will compensate me”; and if he were of the ill-condi¬ 
tioned, he would haunt him with exposure and insult, but would 
get nothing of him, though lie complained of him to the judge, 
lie ceased not doing thus till Ins report was noised abroad among 
the folk, and each used Lo warn other against Abu Kir, who became 
a byword amongst them. So they all held aloof from him, and 
none would be entrapped by him save those who were ignorant of 
his character; but, for nil this, he failed not daily to suffer insult 
and exposure from Allah's creatures. By reason of this, his trade 
became slack, and he used to go to the shop of his neighbour, the 
barber Abu Sir, and sit there, facing the dyery and with his eyes 
on the door. Whenever h& tspied any c?n& who knew him not 
standing at the dyery-door with a piece of stuff in his hand, he 
would leave the barber’s booth and go up to him, saying, “What 
seelcest thou, O thou ? M and the man would reply, “Take and 
dye me this thing. M So the dyer would ask, 11 What colour wilt 
thou have it?” For with all his knavish tiiclcs his hand was in 
all manner of dyes; but lie was never true to any one; wheiefore 
poveity had golLen the better of him. Then he would lake the 
stuff and say, u Give me my wage in advance and come to-morrow 
and take the stuff* M So the stranger would advance him the money 


i It is interesting to note the supeiior gusto with which the Eastern, as 
well as the Western tale-teller describes his sccnmclick and villains, whilst his 
good men and women, aie mostly colomless and unpicturesque So Satan h 
the line lieio of Pawuhsc-Lost and by Ins side God and man are very 
ordinaly, and iNIephislopheles is much bLlter society than Faust and 
Margaiet 

/ VOL, VII. 
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and wend his way; whereupon Abu Kir would carry the cloth to 
the market-street and sell it, and wiLh its price buy meat and 
vegetables and tobacco 1 2 3 and fruit and what not else he needed; 
but whenever lie saw any one who had given him stuff to dye 
standing at the dooi of his shop, he would not come foitli to him 
or even show himself to him. Oil this wise he abode years and 
years, till it fortuned one day that he leceivcd cloth to dye from a 
man of wrath and sold it and spent the proceeds. The owner 
came to him every day, but found him not in his shop; for when¬ 
ever lie espied any one who lmd claim against him, he would ilce 
from him into the shop of the barber, Abu Sir. At last, that angry 
man finding that he was not to be seen and gi owing wcaiy of such 
work, lepaired to the Kasri. and bringing one of his serjeanls to the 
shop, nailed up the door, in presence of a number of Moslems, and 
sealed it, for that he saw thdein naught save some btoken pans of 
earthenware to stand him instead of his stuff: after which the 
berjeant took the key, saying to the neighbours, i{ Tell him to bring 
back this man’s cloth, then come to me a and take bis shop key n ; 
and went his way, he and the man. Then said Abu Sir to Abu 
Kir, 11 What ill business is this a ? Whoever biingelh thee auglit 
thou losest it for him. What hath become of this angry man's 
stuff? " Answered the dyer, “ O my neighbour, ’twas stolen from 
me. 11 Prodigious 1 ,l exclaimed the barber. u Whenevci any one 
giveth thee aught, a thiol stealeth it from thee ! Art thou then 
the meeting^place of eveiy rogue upon town? IduL I doubt me 
thou Iiest: so tell me the truth.” Replied Abu Kir, "O my 
neighbour, none hath stolen aught from me. M Asked Abu Sir, 
14 "What then dost thou with the people's properly?" and the 
dyer answered, "Whenever anyone giveth me aught to dye, I sell 
it and spend the price." Quoth Abu Sir, lr Is this permitted then 
of Allah ? " and quoth Abu Kir, " I do this only out of poverty, 
because business is slack with me and I am poor and have 


1 Arab "DukhAii," lit j= smoko, here tobacco for the Chibouk, "TimbAk 11 
or 11 TumbAlc " being the stronger (Peisian and oiliei) variety which musL he 
washed before smoking in the Shishah or walot-pipo Tobacco is mentioned 
here only and is evidently inseited by some scnbe: the "weed” was not 
intioduccd into the East befoie the end of the sixteenth ccntuiy (about nn 
hundred ycats after coffee), when it radically changed the nianncis of society 

2 \Vhich meant Lhat tlm serjeant, after the inaimei of such officials, would 
make him pay demly befoie giving up the key lienee a very seveio punish¬ 
ment in the East is to M calL in a policeman," who caiefully fleeces all those 
who do not bribe him to leave them m ficedum 

3 Aiab. 11 MA. EaluyaUk? " lit. "Wbatia thy misfortune?" The phrase 
is slighting if not insulting. 
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nothing. 1 2 " And he went on to complain to him of the duljiess 
of his trade and his lack of means. Abu Sir in like manner 
lamented the little profit of his own calling, saying, "I am a 
master of my craft and have not my equal in this city; but no one 
comcth to me to be polled, because I am a pauper; and I loathe 
this art and mystery, O my brother." Abu Kir replied, 44 And I 
also loathe my own craft, by reason of this slackness, but, O my 
brother, what call is there for our abiding in thi? town ? Let us 
depart from it, I and thou, and solace ourselves in the lands of 
mankind, carrying in oui 1 hands our crafts, which are m demand 
all the world over ; so shall we breathe the air and rest from this 
grievous trouble.” And he ceased not to commend travel to 
Abu Sir, till the bcuber became wishful to set out; so they agreed 

upon their route,-And Shahrazad peiceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her permitted say. 

Jliloti) toljcn (t luiicf fljr Mm {juntai'cS nitti fiXfjIrtiJ^econS Jftffltt, 

She continued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Abu 
Kir ceased not his praises of way fa ling to Abu Sir till the baibei 
became wishful to depait; so they agreed upon their route, at 
which decision Abu Kir rejoiced and improvised these lines:— 

Leave thy home for abroad an wouklsl rise on high, * And travel 
whence benefits live-fold liso ; 

The soothing of sorrow and winning of bread, * Knowledge, nianneis, 
and commerce with good men and wise. 

An they say that in travel arc travail and care, * Aflil disunion of 
fiiends and much hardship that tries ; 

Yet to generous youth death is better than life * In the house of con 1 
tempt betwixt haters and spies, 

"When they agiced Lo travel together, Abu Kir said to Abu Sir, "O 
my neighbour, we are become brethren and there is no difference 
between us, so it behoveth us to recite the Fablial^ that be of us 
who gets woik shall of his gain feed him who is out of woik, and 
whatevei is left, we will lay in a chest; and when we return to 
Alexandria, we will divide it fairly and equally.” f< So be it," 
leplied Abu Sir, and they repeated the Opening Chapter of the 
Koian on this undeistanding. Then Abu Sir locked up his shop 


i Amongst Modems the plea of robbing to keep life and body together 
would be accepted by a good mail like Abu Sn, who still consoited with aselL 
confessed thief 

2 To make Llicir agieemeiil religiously binding See vol iii night cell. 

0 2 
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and gave the key to its owner, whilst Abu Kir left his door locked 
find sealed, and let the key lie with the Kazi's seijeant ; after whiph 
they took their baggage and embarked on the morrow in a galleon; 1 
upon the salt sea. They set sail the same clay and fortune attended 
them, for, of Abu Sir's great good luck, there was not a Imrber in 
the ship, albeit iL earned an bundled and twenty men, besides 
captain and ciew. So when they loosed the sails the barber said 
to the dyer, 11 0 my biotlier, this is the sea and we shall need meat 
and drink; we have but little provaamt with us and haply the 
voyage will be long upon us ; when efore meihinks I will shoulder 
my budgeL and pass among the passengets, and maybe some one 
will say to me:—Come hither, O bather, and shave me, and I will 
shave liim. for a scone or a silvei bit or a diaught of water : so 
shall we profit by this, I and thou too." “ Theie's no harm in 
that/' replied the dyer and laid down his head and slept, whilst 
the barber took his gear and water tasse 3 and tin owing over his 
shoulder a rag, to serve as napkin (because he was poor), passed 
among the passengers. Quoth one of them, Ho, master, come 
and shave me/' So he shaved him, and the man gave him a half- 
dhliam 3 ; whereupon quoth Alni Sir, “ O my biothcr, I have no 
use for this bit; hadst thou given me a scone Two re more blessed 
to me in this sea, for I have a shipmate and we are short of pio- 
vision." So he gave him a loaf and a slice of cheese and filled him 
the tasse with sweet water. The barber carried all this to Abu 
Kir and said, " Eat the bread and cheese and drink the water." 
Accordingly lie ate and thank, whilst Abu Sir again took up his 
shaving gear and, tasse in hand and rag on shoulder, went xound 
about the deck among the passengers. One man he shaved for 
two scones and another for a bit Lock of cheese, and ho was in 
demand, because there was no other bnibet on board. Also he 
bargained with evciy one who said to lnm, “Ho, master, shave 
me I” for two loaves and a half-dirham, and they gave him what¬ 
ever he sought, so that by sundown he had collected thuly loaves 


x Arab " Ghnliyun," many of oui names for ciaFl seem connected with 
Aiiibic I have aliuady noted " Carrack n = liati silt , to winch atlrl Uskuff in 
Mnrotco, pionoimced 'Sluiff= skiff, Kalhidis-a cutlet r DAujah«a barge, 
etc .etc 

2 The patient is usually lathcicd in a big basin of tinned biass, a 

“Mnrabiino's helmet," wilh a bieak in the rim to lit the lluoat; but the 
pooler classes cany only a small cup with water instead of soap mid watu i 
limning the Italian pioveib, "Harhii ben h.iponala niez/a =* well 

lathered is half shaved A napkin funded at cjllieL end is usually tin own 
o\ex the Figaio's shoulder and used to vnpj the la/ov, 

3 Aiab "Nusf.” See vol. i. night xxxvni. 
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and thirty silvers with store of cheese and olives and botagoes,. 1 2 
And besides these he got from the passengers whatever he 
asked for and was soon m possession of things galoie. Amongst 
the rest he shaved the Captain, 1 to whom he complained of his 
lack of victual for the voyage, and the skipper said to him, "Thou 
ai t welcome to bring thy comrade every night and sup with me 
and have no care for that so long as ye sail with us,” Then he 
returned to the dyer , whom he found asleep; so lie roused him , 
and when Abu Kir awoke, he saw aL Ins head an abundance of 
bread and cheese and olives and bolaigoes and said, "Whence 
gottest thou all this “ Fiom the bounty of Allah Almighty, 1 ’ 
lephed Abu Sir. Then Abu Ku would have fallen too, but the 
barber said to him, " Eat not of this/O my brother; but leave it 
to serve us another time; fen know that I shaved the Captain and 
complained to him of our lack of victual: whereupon quoth he:— 
Welcome to thee ! lhing thy comrade and sup both of ye with me 
every night. And this night we sup with him for the first time,” 
But Abu Kir leplied, " My head goeth loiuul with sea-sickness 
and I cannot rise fiom my stead ; so Jet mu sup off these things 
and fare thou alone to the Captain.” Abu Sir Leplied, "There is 
no haim in that " ; and sat looking at the other as be ale, and 
saw him hew off gobbets, as the quauyman heweth stone from 
the hill-quarries, and gulp them down with the gulp of an eicphanl 
which hath not caleu for clays, bolting another mouthful ere he 
had swallowed the previous one and glaring the while fit that 
which was before him with the glowering of a Ghul and blowing 
as bloweth the hungry bull over his beans and bruised sLiaw. 
Presently up came a sailor and said to the barber, V O cralls- 
master, the Captain hidd-eth thee come to supper and bring thy 
comrade.” Quoth the barber to the dyer, " Wilt thou come 
with us?” but quoth he, " I cannot walk.” So the barber went 
by himself and found the Captain sitting before a tray whereon 
were a score or more of dishes and all the company were 
awaiting him and his mate. When the Captain saw him he 
asked, 41 Wheie is thy friend ? " and Abu Sir answered, " O my 
lord, he is sea-sick. 11 Said the skipper, "That will do him no 
harm ; Jus sickness will soon pass off; but do thou carry him his 
supper and come back, far we tauy for thee.” Then lie set apmL 


1 Arab "Batdrikli " theme (sperm or spawn) of the salted Pasith (fish) 
and the Duri (m*il cephnlus) b salt-water fish caught in the Nile and con¬ 
sidered fair eating Some write Butfirgha from the old Egyptian town 13 uj. fit, 
now a ruin between Tinnis and Damielta (Sojinini), 4 J 

2 Aiab " lCaptan," see vol HI night cclxvli. 
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a porringer of Kababs and putting therein some of each dish, till 
there was enough for ten, gave it to Abu Sir, saying, “ Take tins 
to thy chum." He tool: it ancl can led it to the dyer, whom he 
found grinding away with his dog-teeth 1 at the food which was 
before him, as he were a camel, ancl heaping mouthful on mouth¬ 
ful in his hurry. Quoth Abu Sir, “ Did I nol say to thee — 
Eat not of this ? Indeed the Captain is a kindly man. See what 
he hath sent thee, for that I told him thou wast sea-sick." “Give 
it here," cried the dyer. So the barber gave him the platter, and 
he snatched it from him and fell upon his food, lavening for it 
and resembling a grinning dog or a raging Lion 01 a Rukh 
pouncing on a pigeon or one well-nigh dead for hunger who seeing 
meat falls ravenously to eat. Then Abu Sii left him and going 
back to the Captain, supped and enjoyed ImmseJf and thank 
coffee 2 with him; aflei which he ictiuned to Abu Kir and found 
Lhat he had eaten all that was m the poninger and 1 In own it 

aside, empty,-And Slvahiazad pm cawed the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her petmitLed say. 


JI3oto toftm it toms tftc JQine Dmtfrictf nntt flnjfotpd&iidi JI3(jftfc 

She pursued, It hath leached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Abu Sir reliuned to Abu Kir he saw that lie had eaten all Lhat 
was in the poningor and had thrown iL aside empty. So he toolk¬ 
it up and gave it lo one of the Captain's servants, then went back 
to Abu Kir and slept till the morning. On the morrow ha con¬ 
tinued to shave, and all he gol by way of meal and drink he 
gave to his shipmate, who ate and drank and sal still, rising not 
save to do what none could do for him, and every night the barbei 
brought him a full poningei flora, the Captain's tabic. They 
fared thus twenty days unLil the galleon cast anchor m the 
harbour of a city; wheieupon they took leave of the skipper and 
landing, enteied the town and hired them a closet in a Khan. Abu 
Sir furnished it and buying a cooking pot and a plait cm ami 


1 Arab. " Any&b p ,J plur, of N$l> applied to the grinder teeth hut mostly 
lo the canines or eye teeth, tusks of animals, etc {see night dcclxy) opp to 
Saniyah, one of llie four central incisois, a camel in the sixth year, and hoi sc, 
cow, sheep, ancl goat in fourth year. 

2 The coffee (see also night dccclvi) like the tobacco Is piobably due 
to the scribe; but the tale appears to be comparatively modern. In The 
Nights men eat, drink, and wash their hands, but do not smoke ancl sip coffee 
like the moderns. See my Terminal Essay, § 2, in vol. viii. 
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spoons 1 2 3 4 and what else they needed, fetched meat and cooked it; 
buL Abu Kir fell asleep the moment he entered the caiavanseiai 
and awoke not till Abu Sir aroused him and set the tray of foocH 
be foie him. When he awoke, he ate and saying to Abu Sir, 
“Blame me not, for I am giddy," feLl asleep again. Thus he did 
forty days, whilst every day the barber took his gear and making’ 
the lound of the city, wrought for that which fell to his lot,® and 
letunung, found the dyer asleep and aroused him. The moment 
he awoke he fell ravenously upon the food, eating as one who 
cannot have his fill nor be satisfied; after which he went to sleep 
again. On this wise he passed oLher forty days, and whenever the 
barber said to him, “Sit up and be comfortable 1 and go foxth 
and take an ailing in the city, for J tis a gay place and a_ pleasant 
and hath not its equal among the cities/’ he would lepiy, “Blame 
me not for I am giddy." Abu Sir cared not to hurt his feelings 
nor give him hard words; but, on the forty-first day, he himself 
fell sick and could not go abroad; so he engaged the porter of 
the Khan to serve them both, and lie did the needful for them 
and brought them meat and drink whilst Abu Kir would do 
nothing but eat and sleep, The man ceased not to wait upon 
them on this wise for foiu days, aL the end of which time the 
barber's malady redoubled on him, till he lost his senses for stress 
of sickness; and Abu Kir, feeling the sharp pangs of hunger, 
aimse and sought in his comrade’s clothes, where ha found a 
thousand silver bits, He took them and shutting the door of 
the closet upon Abu Sir, fared forth without telling any; and 
the d001 keeper was then at market and thus saw him 110I go out. 
Piesenlly Abu Ku betook himself to the bazar and clad him¬ 
self in costly clothes, at a price of five hundred kalf-diihams , 
then he proceeded to walk about the streets and divert himself 
by viewing the city, which ho found to be one whoso like was. 
not among cities ; but he noted that all its citizens were clad in 
clothes of white and blue, without other colour. Piesently be¬ 
came to a dyer’s and seeing naught but blue in his shop, pulled 
out to him a kerchief and said “ O master, take this and dye it 


1 Arab. " JVIilalrah *' (Biesl Edit., x. 436). The fork is modern even in 
Ihe East, and the Moors borrow their term for it from fouichette. But the- 
spoon, which may have begun with a cockle-shell, dates from the remotest 
nnliquity, 

2 Arab. M S11 frali/ ' properly the cloth or leather upon wllich food is placed 
See vol 1. night xviii, 

3 i.ff. gaining much one day and little anothei. 

4 Lit. r < Rest thyself,” i,e, by changing postuie. 
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-and win thy wage.*' Quoth the dyer, "The cost of dyeing- this 
■will be twenty dirhams M ; aiul quoth Abu Kir, "In our country 
we dye it for Lwo. M " Then go and dye it in your own country I 
As for me, my price is twenty dirhams and I wilL not bale a 
tittle thereof.” 11 What colour wilt Lhou dye it?” M I will dye 
it blue." “ But I want it dyed led." " I know not how to 
dye led. 1 ' 11 Then dye it green. J| “I know not how to dye 
green." "Yellow.” "Nor yet yellow. 1 ’ Thereupon Aim Kir 
went on to name tile diHeieiU imts to him one after othei, 
till the dyer said, "We are here in this city foity master-dyers, 
not one more nor one less ; and when one of us tlicLh, we teach 
his son the craft. If he leawc no son, we abide lacking one, and 
if he leave two sons, we Leach one of them the aafl, and if he die, 
we teach his brother. This our ciaft is strictly ordered, and we 
know how to dye but blue and no other tint whatsoever.” Then 
said Abu Kir, "Know llinL I Luo am a dyci, and wot how to dye 
all colours, and I would have then take me into thy seivice on 
hive, and I will Leach thee qvcl y thing, of my mt, so thou may si 
gloLy therein over all Lhe company of dyeui,” But the dyer 
answered, "We never admit a slianger into our craft." Asked 
Abu ICir, "And what if I open a dyeiy foi my self , 11 wheicto the 
other answered, "We will not suffer thee to do Ilia l on any wise 11 ; 
whereupon he left him, and going to a second dyer, made him the 
like proposal ' but he leluincd him the same an swot as the first; 
and he ceased not Lo go from one to oilier Lill he had made the 
Lound of the whole forty masters ; but they would not accept him 
either to master or appientice. Then he repaired to the Shaykh 
of the Dyei s and told him whaL had passed, and he said, "We 
admit no strangers into our craft.” Hereupon Abu Kir became 
exceeding wroth, and going up to the King of Lhal city, made com¬ 
plaint to linn, saying, 11 O King of lhe ago, I am a stranger and a 
dyer by Lrade"; and he told him what so had passed between him¬ 
self and the dyeis of the town, adding, " I can dye various kinds 
of red, such as, rose-colour and jujube l -colour and vaiious kinds oi 
green, such as grass-gieen and pislachio-gieen and olive and 
parrot's wingj and vaiious kinds of black, such ns coal-black 
and Kohl-black, aud various shades of yellow, such as orange ami 
lemon-colour/'and went on lo name Lo him the rest of the colours. 
Then said he, " O King c f the age, all the dyers in thy ciLy cannot 
turn out of hand any one of these tints, for Lheyknow no! how to 
dye aught but blue; yet will they not admit me amongst them, 


i Arab u M — between duik yclluw and ied. 
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icither to master or apprentice. 1 ’ Answered the King, *< Thou sayst 
sooth for that matter, but I will open to thee a clyeiy and give thee 
capital, and have thou no care anenfc them ; for whoso offeieth to 
do thee let or hindiance, I will hang him over Ins shop-door.’* 
Then he sent for b ml tiers, and .said to them, u Go round about the 
city with this mnstei-dyei, and whatsoever place plcaseth him, be 
it shop or XChan or what not, turn out its occupier and build him 
11 dyery after his wish. Whatsoever he biddeth' you, that do yc, 
and oppose him not in aught,” And he clad him in a handsome 
suit, and gave him two white slaves to scive him, and a horse 
with housings of brocade and a thousand dinars, saying , tl Expend 
this upon thyself against the building be completed." Accordingly, 
Abu Kir donned (he dress, and mounting the horse, became as be 
were an Emir. Moreover, the King assigned him a house and 

bade fmnish it; so they furnished it for him.-And Shahraznd 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

Jftnto \ufjcii [t taia fljc JfSMnc bimtJfctf nnti eTDahMouil!) J 3 iil)tj 

She resumed, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
King assigned a house to Abu Kir and bade furnish it, and he look 
up his abode therein. On the monow he mounted and rode 
through the city, whilst the architects went before him ; and he 
looked about him till he saw a place which pleased him, and said, 
“This stead is seemly”; whereupon they turned out the owner 
and carried him to the King, who gave him as the price of Ins 
holding what contented him and more. Then the builders fell to 
work, whilst Abu Kir said to them, 11 Build, thus and thus and do 
this and that,” till they built him a dyoiy that had not its like; 
whereupon he presented himself before the King and inf aimed 
him that (hey had done building the dyeiy and that there needed 
but the price of the dye-stuffs and gear to set it going. Quoth the 
King, 41 Take these four thousand dinais to thj' capital and Jet me 
see the first fruits of thy dyery.” So he took the money and went 
to the maikct, where, finding dye-stuffs 1 plentiful and well-nigh 
worthless, he bought all he needed of materials for dyeing; and 

1 Arab. "Nilah” lit -.indigo, but licie applied lo all the materials for 

dyeing, The word is the. Sansk, and the growth probably came from 

India, although during the Crusaders' occupation of Jerusalem it was cultivated 
in the valley of the lower Jordan ^ I need liaidly say that it has nothing to do 
with thewoid "Nils," whose origin is still s\rb jwta, And yet X lately met 
a sciolist who pompously announced to ms this philological absurdity as a 
♦discovery of Jijs own 
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I he King sent him five hundred pieces of stuff, which he set 
himself to dye of all colours, and then he spread them before the 
door of his dyeiy. When the folic passed by the shop they saw 
wondei-sight whose Jikc they had never in their lives seen; so 
they ciowded about the enhance, enjoying the spectacle and ques¬ 
tioning the dyer, and saying, 14 O inastei, what me the names of 
thebe colours ? 11 Quoth ho, 14 This is led and that yellow and the 
other green " and so on, naming the lest of the colours. And they 
fell to bringing him long-cloth and saying to him, " Dye it for us 
like this and that, and take what hire thou seekest,” When he 
had made an end of dyeing the King’s stuffs, he took them and 
went up with them to the Diwan; and when the King saw them 
he rejoiced hi them and bcsLowed abundant bounty on tho dyeu 
Furthermore, all the troops bi ought him stuffs, saying, u Dye for 
us thus and thus*’; and he dyed foi Iheiu to their liking, and they 
threw him gold and silver. After this luy fame spread abroad and 
his shop was called the Sudan's Dyeiy, Good came in to him at 
every door and none of tho olhei dyers could say n woid to him, 
but they used to come to him kissing his hands and excusing 
themselves to him for past a hr on is they had offeied Mm ami 
saying, ‘‘Take us to thine apprentices." Bui he would none of 
them for he had become the owner of blade slaves and handmaids 
and had amassed store of wealth. On this wise fared it with Abu 
Kir, buL as regards Abu Sir, after the closet door had been 
locked on lum and his money had been bio Leu, he abode piostiaio 
and unconscious for three successive days, at Lhe end of which 
the Concierge of the Khan, chancing to look at the door, 
observed that it was locked and bethought himself that lie bad 
not seen and heard axighl o£ the two companions for some time. 
So he said in his mind, “Haply they have made off, without 
paying lent , 1 or perhaps they aie dead, or what is to do with 
them ? n And he waited till sunset, when he went up Lt> Lhe 
door and heard the barber groaning within. He saw tho key in 
the lock; so he opened the door, and entering, found Abu Sir 
lying, gleaning, and said to him, “No haun to Lhce wheic is 
thy fiicud ? n Replied Abu Sir, “By AJlali, I came to my .senses 
only this day and called out; but none answered my call. Allah 
upon thee, O my Mother, look tor the purse under my head and 
take from it five half-dirhams and buy me somewhat nourishing,, 


i Still a popular .form of Jl bilking" in the Wak.tlahs or Caravanserais 
of Cairo : but as a rule the Bav/wiib (poitcr or doorkeepei) keeps a sbaip eye 
□a those lie suspects 1'lie evil is increased when women aie admitted into 
these places : so peuodical orders for their exclusion are given to the police. 
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for I am sore an-hungeied." The pcuter put out Ills hand and, 
talcing the purse, found it empty and said to the barber, “ The 
purse is empty; there is nothing in it , 11 Whereupon Abu Sir knew 
that Abu Kir had taken that which was fchciem and had fled, 
and he asked the porter, “HasL thou 110L seen my fiiend?” 
Answered the dooi-keepei, " I have not seen him these threes 
days; and indeed inethought you had departed, thou and he n 
Thebaibei cried, “Not so; but he coveted my money and took 
it and fled, seeing mo sick." Then he fell a-weepiug and 
a-waihng, but the door-keeper said to him, “No Jmun shall 
befall thee, and Allah will requite him his deed," So he went 
away and cooked him some broth, whereof lie ladled out a 
plateful and brought it to him: nor did he cease to tend him 
and maintain him with his own moneys for two months* space, 
when the baibor sweated J and the Almighty made Inin 
whole of lus sickness. Then he stood up and said to the: 
porter, “An ever the Most High Loul enable me, I will 
siuely requite thee thy kindness to rue; but none requiteth 
save the LoLd of His bounty l n Answcied the potter, 
“liaised be He for thy lecoveiyl I dealt not thus with then 
but of desire for the face of Allah the Rountiful . 11 Then the 
baiber went forth of the Khan and tlueaded the maiket-streets of 
the town, Lill Destiny brought him Lo the bazar wherein was Abu 
Kir r s dycry, and he saw the vari-coloured studs dispread befoiu 
the shop and a jostle of folk crowding to look upon them. So ho 
questioned one of the townsmen and asked him, li AY hat place is 
this and how conicth it that I sec the folk crowding together ? 11 
whereto the man nnsweied, saying, " This is the SulLan’s Dyeiy, 
which lie set up for a foreigner Abu Kii hight; and whenever 
he dye Hi new stuff, we .all flock lo him and divert ourselves 
by gazing upon lus handiwork, for we have no> dyers in our 
land who Know how to slain with these colours; and indeed 
theie befell him with the dyeis who are in the city that which 
befell. 9 " And he went on to tell him all that bad passed 
between Aim Kir and the master-dyers and how be had com¬ 
plained of them to the Sultan who took him by the hand and 
built him that dyery and gave him this and that: biief, he re¬ 
counted to him all that had occurred. AL this the barber rejoiced 

j Natives of -Egypt always IioJtl this dinphoiesis a sign that the disease 
has abated, and they lugard it rightly in the case of bilious remittents to which 
they are subject, especially after the haidslnpb and sufferings of a sea-voynge 
with its alternations of fasting and over-eatmg 

2 Not simply 11 such and such events happened lohim" (Lane), but "a 
curious cliauce befell him." 
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and said in himself, " Piaised be Allah who hath prospered him, 
so that he is become a mastei of his craft! And the man is 
excusable, for of a surety he hath been diverted fiom Lhee by his 
woik and hath forgotten thee; buL thou actedst kindly by him 
and entreatedst him geneiously, what tune he was out of woik; 
sOj when he south thee, he will rejoice in thee and entreal tlice 
geneiously, even as thou enlusaLedst him." According, lie made 
foi the door of the dyeiy and saw Abu Kir seated on a high 
mattings spiead upon a bciuh beside the dooiway, dad in royal 
appatel and aLtended by four blackamoor slaves and four white 
Mamelukes all rub eel in the i idlest of laimcnt. Moi cover, he saw 
the woikmen, ten negio slaves, sLanding at work; for, when Abu 
Kir bought them, he tiiughL them the daft of dyeing, and he 
himself sat amongst his cushions, as he were a Grand Wazii oi a 
nughty Monarch putting his hand lo naught, but only saying to 
the. men, 11 Do this cuid do IhaL" So the barber went up to him 
and stood before him, deeming he would rejoice in him when be 
saw him and salute him and enUeat him with honour and make 
much of him ; but, when eye fell upon eye, tho dyer said to him, 
n O scoundLel, how many a time have I hidden thee stand not at 
the dooi of the woikshop? Hast thou a mind to disgrace me 
with the folk, thief 1 that thou art? Scute him." So the black¬ 
amoors rail at him and laid hold of him; and the dyer rose up 
fiom his seat and said, <f Throw him,” Accordingly, they threw 
him down and Abu Kir took a stick and dealt him an hundred 
strokes on the back; after winch they turned him over and he beat 
him other hundred blows on his belly. Then he said to him, "O 
scoundrel, O villain, if ever again I ace Lhee standing at the door 
of this dyevy, I will forthwith send thee to the King, and he will 
commit tliee to the Chief of Police, that he may slUlIcq thy neck, 
Begone, may Allah not bless thee I n So Abu Sir depaited from 
him, broken-heai ted by reason of tho beating and shame that had 
betided him; whilst the bystanders asked Abu ICir, 11 What hath 
this man done?" He answered, “The fellow is a thief, who 

stealethtliG stuffs of folk.”-And Shahiazad perceived the dawn 

of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

If9tfu Luljcit it luircf f&c Bint ^untrue* nnlj Jttlff&b 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when Abu 
Kir beat Abu Sii and thrust him forth he said to those present, 

i Arab " TlaiAml,” ltt,=dn6 who lives on unlawful gains, popularly, a 
thief. u ' 
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,f IIe is a thief who stealelh the stuffs of folk; h 6 hath robbednie 
of doth, how many a Lime! and X still said in myseJf:—Allah 
foigive him I He is a poor man ; ancl I cared not to deal roughly 
with him; so I used to give my customers the worth of their 
goods and forbid him gently; but he would not be forbidden; 
and if he come again, I will send him to the King, who will 
put him to death and rid the people of his mischief, Jl And 
the bystanders fell to abusing the barber after his back was turned. 
Such was the behaviour of Abu Kir; but as regards Abu Sir, lie 
leturned to the Khan, where hesat pondering that which thedyer 
had done by him, and he remained seated till the burning of tho? 
beating subsided, when he went out and walked about the markets 
of the city. PrcsenLly, lie bethought him to go to the Ham mam- 
bath ; so he said to one of the towns-folk, lfi 0 my brother, which is- 
the way to the Baths? IT Quoth the man, f< And what manner of 
thing may the Baths be ? 11 and quoth Abu Sir, * l ’Tis a place* 
where people wash themselves and do away their dirt and defile- 
ments, and it is of the best of the good things of the woild.” 
Replied the townsman, u Get thee to the sca' J ; but the barber 
lejoined, " I want the Hammuni-balhs." Cried the other, “ We 
know not what manner of thing is the Hamm am, for we nil resoiL 
to the sea; even the King, when lie would wash, betaketh himself 
to the sea . 11 When Abu Sir was assured that there was no hath 
in the city, and that the folk knew not the Baths nor the fashion 
thereof, he betoolc himself to the King’s Diwan and kissing ground 
between Ids hands called down blessings on him and said, il 1 am 
a stranger and a Bath-man by trade, and I entered thy city and 
though £ to go to the Haminam, but found not one therein . How 
comelli a city of this comely quality to lack a Hamtnam, seeing 
that the bath is of the highesl of the delights of this world ? " Quoth 
the King, “What manner of thing is Lhe Iiairunam ?" So Abu Sh 
proceeded to set forth to him the quality of the bath, saying, “ Thy 
capital will not be a perfect city till there be a Hammain tlidem.” 
“Welcome to thee 1 n said the King, and clad him in a diess 
that had not its like and gave him a horse and two blackamoor 
slaves, presently adding four handmaids and as many white 
Mamelukes: he also appointed him a furnished house and 
honoured him yet more abundantly than he had honoured the 
dyer. After this lie sent builders with him, saying to them, 
11 Build him a Hainmam in what place soever shall please liini . 11 
So he took them and went with them Unough the midst of the 
city till he saw a stead that suited him. He pointed it out to 
the builders and they set to woilc, whilst he diiected them, and 
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they wrought till they buildcd him a Hammam that had not its 
like. Then he bade them paint it, and they painted it rarely, so 
that it was a delight to the beholdeis; after which Abu Sir went 
up to the King and told him that they Wad made an end of building 
and decorating the Hammam, ridding, “There lacketh naught save 
the furniture." The King gave him ten thousand dinars, wheic- 
wjth lie furnished the Bath and ranged the napkins on the ropes; 
And all who passed by the door stared at it and their mind was 
confounded at its decorations. So the people crowded to this 
spectacle, whose like they had never in their lives seen, and solaced 
themselves by staling at it and saying, “What is this thing'?" 
To which Abu Sir replied, “This is a Hammam ”; and they 
marvelled thereat, Then he heated water and set the bath a- 
working , 1 2 and he made a jetting fountain in the gieat basin, which 
ravished the wit of all who saw it of tile people of the city. 
Furthermore, he sought of the King Leu Mamelukes not yet come 
to manhood, and he gave him ten boys like moons: whereupon 
Abu Sir proceeded to shampoo them, saying, “ Do in this wise 
with the bathers." Then he burnt peifumes and scnL out a ciicr 
to cry aloud in the city, saying, “ O creatures of Allah, get ye to 
the Baths which be called the Sultan's Hammam 1 “ So the lieges 
came Ihithei ami Abu Sir bade the skive-boys wash their bodies. 
The folk went down into the tank and coming forth, seated them¬ 
selves on the raised pavement, whilst the boys shampooed them, 
even as Abu Sir had taught them ; and they continued to enter 
the Hammam and do their need therein guilis and go out, without 
paying, for the space of thiee days. On the fouilh day the barber 
invited the King, who took horse with his Gianclccs and iotle to 
the Baths, wheie he put off his clothes and entered; Lhen Abu 
Sir came in to him and tubbed liis body with the bag-gloves, 
peeling from Ins skin dirt-rolls like lamp-wicks and showing 
them to the King, who rejoiced thcicin, and clapping his hand 
upon his limbs, heard them ring again for very smoothness and 
cleanliness 3 ; after which thorough washing Abu Sii mingled 
lose-water with the water of tho tank and the King went 
down therein- When he came forth his body was refreshed and 


1 i c lie turned on the water, hot and cold 

2 Men me often seen doing this in the Ildmniam. The idea is that llio 
■ftin when hec fiom sebaceous exudation sounds louder under the clapping 
Easterns judge much by the stale of the pQi^nation, especially in horse- 
t lain mg, which consists of lmud-gallops for many successive miles. The sweat 
must not tas.te over-salt, and when held between thumb and fmcfingei and the 

two are diawn apart must not adhere in filaments. 
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he felt a lightness and liveliness such as he had never, known in 
his life. Then the baiber made him sit on the dais and the 
boys proceeded to shampoo him, whilst the censeis fumed with 
the finest lign-aloes. 1 2 Then said the King, " O mastei, is this the 
Iiammam? " and Abu Sir said, " Yes. T> Quoth the King, if As 
my head livcth, my city is not become a city indeed but by this 
Bath," presently adding, “But what pay takest thou for eacn 
peison? ,p Quoth Abu Sir, “That which thou biddest will I 
lalce 11 ; whereupon the King cried, u Take a thousand gold pieces 
for eveiy one who washeth in thy Hammam." Aim Sn, however, 
said, “'Pardon, O King of the Age 1 All men are not alike, but 
there are amongst them rich and poor, and if 1 take of each a 
thousand dinars, the Hammam wilL sland empty, for the poor 
man cannot pay this puce-” Asked the King, “flow, then, wilt 
thou do for the pLicel" and the barber answeted, lt I will 
leave it lo their geneiosity. 3 * Each who can afford augbl shall 
pay that which his soul giudgetli not to give, and we will take 
from every man aflei tho measure of his means. On this vise 
will the folk conic to us, and he who is wealthy shall give 
according Lo Ins station and he who is wealth-less shall give 
what he can afford. Undei such condition the Hammam will still 
beat woik and piosper exceedingly; but a thousand dinars is a 
Monarch's gift, and not eveiy man can avail lo Lliis," The Lords 
of the ltealm confiuned Abu Sir's words, saying, “ This is the 
truth, O King of the Age! Thickest thou that all folk aie like 
unto thee, O glorious King 0 ?** The King leplied, u Ye say sooth ; 
but this man is a stranger and pool, and f tis incumbent on 11s to 
deal generously with him, for that lie hath made in our city this 
Hammam whose like we have never in our lives seen and without 
which cun city weie not adorned nor hath gotten importance ; 
wherefore, an wo favour him with increase of fee, 'twill not he 
much," But the Grandees said, “An thou wilt gueidon him, he 


1 LiL "Aloes foi mating NntUl " , see vol 1. night xxx. “Eagle-wood" 
(Ihe Malay Aigki and A galloclium, the San^k Aguia) gave use to many corrnp- 
lions us lignum aloes, the Portuguese Ptio d'Aguila, etc "Calamba” or 
'■Ccilambak " was the finest kind See Colonel Yule 111 the 11 Voyage oL’ 
lJnsdiotcn " (vol j pp, 120 and 150), Edited for the Ilackluyt Soc, (1885) 
by my learned and most amiable fiicndj lhe late Arthur Cooke Burnell 

2 The Hammam is one of those unpleasant things which are left "AlA 

judi-k "s= to Lhy gcneiosity, and Lhe highei the bather’s rank the more lie 
or she is expected lo pay, See Pilgrimage i 103 I11 1853 I paid at 

Cairo 3 piasties and twenty paras, some dung moie than sixpence, but now fi\e 
shillings would be asked 

3 This is ^omeLhing like the mythical duchess in England who- could not 

believe ilmt the poor were stai vlng when sponge-cakes weie so cheap 
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generous with thine own moneys, and let the King’s bounty be 
e\tended, to the poor by means of the low price of the Hainmam, 
£.0 the lieges may bless thee ; but, ns for the thousand dinais, >ve 
are the Lords of Lhy Land, yet do our souls grudge to pay it; and 
how, then, should the pooi be pleased to aJToid it ? " Quoth the 
King, <f O my Grandees, for this tune lei each of you give him an 
hundred dinais and a Marnelulte, a stave girl and a blackamoor 11 , 
and quoth they, " ’Tis well; we will give it; but after to-day 
•whoso entcroth shall give him only what he can alToul, without 
giudguig." 11 No harm in that/ 1 said the King; and they gave 
him the hunched gold pieces and three chattels. Now the 
number of tlvo Nobles who vroio washed with King that day 

was four hundred souls ;-And Shahiazad perceived the dawn 

of day and ceased saying her pel milled say, 

Ui&cn (t tofld tljc 3 !Uinc fjimDrrti nnli J 13 /(jljr, 

She continued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
number of the Nobles who were washed with the King that clay 
was foui hundred souls ; so that the total of that which they gave 
him was forty thousand dinars, besides four hunched Mamelukes 
and a like number of ncgiocs and slave-guls. 1 Moreover the King 
gave him ten thousand dinars, besides ten white slaves and ten 
hand-maidens and a like number of blackamocns; wheieupon, 
coming forward, Abu Sii ldssed ground before him and said, t( O 
auspicious Sovereign, lord of juslicen what place will contain me 
all these women and slaves? 11 Quoth, the King, '* O weak o 
wit, I bade not my nobles deal thus with thee but LliaL wo might 
gather together unto lbee wealth galore ; for maybe thou wdt 
bethink thee of thy countiy and family and repine for them and 
be minded to return to thy mother-laud ; so shalt thou lake from 
our country muchcl of money Lo main Lain thyself withal, what 
while thou livest in thine own countiy. ,J And quoth Abu Sir, 
14 O King of the Age, (Allah advance thee*) these white slaves and 
women and negioes befit only Kings and hadst thou ordered ine 
ready money, it weie more profitable to me than this army; foi 
they must eat and drink and dress, and whatever betkletlx me of 
wealth, it will not suffice for their support. ,r The King laughed 
and said, “By Allah thou spcakesl sooth 1 They me indeed a 
mighty host, and thou hast not the wherewithal to maintain them; 


i This magnificent 11 Bakhshish M must bim water into Llie mouths of all 
the hath-men in die coffee-house assembly. 
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but wilt, thou sell them to me lor an hundred dinars a head ? 11 
Said Abu Sir, u I sell them to thee at that price.” So the King 
sent to his treasurer for the coin and he brought it and gave Abu 
Sii the whole of the prico^without abatement 1 and in full tale; 
after which the King restored the slaves to then oivnets, saying, 
11 Let each of you who knoweth his slaves Lake them; lor they are 
a gift from me Lo you.” So they obeyed his bidding and took 
each what belonged to bun; whilst Abu Sii said to the King, 
M Allah ease thee, O King of the Age, even as thou hast eased me 
of these Glruls, whose bellies none may (ill save Allah 9 ! " The 
King laughed and said lie spake south; then, taking the Grandees 
of his icalm from the Ham mum leLuincd Lo his palace, but the 
baiber passed the night in counting ouL his gold and laying it up 
in bags and scaling them; and lie had with him twenty black 
slaves and a like number of Mamelukes and four slave gills to 
serve him. Now when morning moirowed, ho opened the Ham- 
mam and sent out a cuer to ay, saying, 11 Whoso entereth the 
Baths and washeth shall give that which lie can a fib id and which 
lus gcneiosily icqiurelh him to give.” Then he seated himself 
by the pay-chest' 1 ’and cusLoincis Hocked in upon him, each putting 
down that which was easy to him, noi had eventide evened ere the 
chest was full of the good gills of Allah the Most High. Presently 
the Queen desired to go to the Mammani, and when this came to 
Abu Sir’s knowledge, lie divided the day on her account into two 
parts, appointing llml belwcen dawn and noon to men and that 
bcLween mid-day and sundown to women. 4 As soon as the Queen 
came, he stationed a handmaid behind Ihe pay-chest; for he had 
taught fom slave-girls the service of tho Hainmam, so that they 
wciebecome expert hath-womcm and tire-women. When the Queen 
entered, this pleased her and hoi brcasl waxed broad and she laid 
down a thousand dinnis. Thus hit. icport was noised abroad in 
the ciLy, and all who entered Lhc bath he entreated with honour, 
wcic Lhcynch oi pooi; good came in upon him at evety door and 
he made acquaintance with the royal gmuds and got him friends 
and intimates, The King himself used Lo come to him one clay in 

1 % c, the ucasiuei did not, as is the custom of such gcntiy, demand and 
receive a huge “ l HakhsliiJi" on tho occasion. 

2 A fan speumcm of clcvei Fellah chalk 

3 In the litst ioom of the TLunmam, called the Maslakh, or stripping- 
place, the Jcoepci sits by a large chest, in which lie tlepoats the pluses and 
valuables of Ins customers, and also makes it the cause for the pay Some¬ 
thing of the kind is now dono ui tho absurdly called '■ Turkish IhllvT’ oi 
Lo udon 

4 This is Lhc rule jn l£gypt and Syna, and a clout hung over Lhe dooi 
shows that women aie ha thing 
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every week, leaving with him a thousand dinars, and the other days 
were for rich and pool alike; and lie was wont to deal courteously 
with the folk and use them with the utmost lespecL. It chanced 
that the King's sea-captain came in to him one day in the bath, 
so Abu Sn did off Ins dicss and going in with him, pioceoded to 
hampoo him and entreated him with exceeding coiutesy. When 
he came forth, he made him sheibct and coflee; and when he 
would have given him somewhat, lie swore that he would not 
accept fiom him aught. So the captain was under obligation to 
him, by reason of his exceeding kindness and cotulcsy, and was 
peiplexcd how to requite the bath-man his gcucious dealing. 
Thus faied it with Abu Sir : buL as regards Abu ICir, hearing all 
the people lccounting woiuleis of the liaths and saying, i( Veiily, 
this Hamniam is the Paradise of this woild I Inshallali, 0 Such- 
tin-one, thou shalt go with us to-monowto this delighful bath/ 1 he 
said to himself, lc Needs musL I fare like the rest of Lhc woild, and 
see this bath that hath taken folk's wits,” So he donned his 
richest dress, and mounting ashe-mule and bidding the attendance 
of four white slaves and foui blacks, walking before and behind 
him, he rode to theHammain. When he alighted at the door, he 
smelt the scent of burning aloes-wood and found people going in 
and out and the benches full of great and small, So he cnteied the 
vestibule and saw Abu Sir, who lose Lo him and Lejoiccd in him I 
but the dyer said to him, “Is this the way of well-born men ? I 
have opened me a dyery and am become mas ter-dyer of the city 
and acquainted with the King and have risen to piospority and 
authority ; yet earnest thou not lo me hol askest of mo nor saidst, 
Where’s my comiade ? For my part I sought thee m vain and 
sen! my slaves and servants to make search for llice in all the 
Khans and other places ; but they knew not whither lliou hadst 
gone, nor could any one give me Lidings of thee. 11 Said Abu Sir, 
M Did I not come to thee and didst Ihou not make me out a thief 
and bastinado me and dishonour me before the woild ? ” At this 
Abu ICir made a show of concern and asked, u WhaL manner of talk 
is this? Was it thou whom I heat?" aud Abu Sir,answered, 
“Yes, 'twas I." Whereupon Abu ICii swoie to him a thousand 
oaths that he knew him not and said, “ Tlicie was a fellow like 
thee, who used to come eveiy day and steal the people's stuff, and 
I took thee for him, 11 And he went on to pielcnd penitence, 
beating hand upon hand and saying, "There is no Majesty and 
there is no Might save in Allah, the Glorious, the Great? Indeed, 
we have sinned against thee; but would that thou hadst discoveiud 
thyself lo me and said, I am Such-an-one I Indeed, the fault is 
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with thee, for that thou madest not thyself known unto me, moie 
especially seeing that I was distracted, for much business.” 
Replied Abu Sir, 14 Allah paidon thee, 1 O my conn add This 
was fore-ordained in Lhe Secret Pm pose, and reparation is with 
Allah. Enter and put off thy clothes and bathe at thine ease." 
Said the dyer, 41 I conjure thee, by Allah, O my biolher, forgive 
me I" and said Abu SU, 44 Allah acquit thee of blame and forgive 
thee! Indeed this thing was decieecl to me fioni all eternity." 
Then tasked Abu Ku, fi Whence goLlcst thou this high dogicG?” 
and answered Abu Sir, “He who prospered thee prospered mo;' 
£01 I went up to the King and de seabed to him the fashion of 
the Hammam and he bade 1110 build one/' And the dyer said, 
11 Even ns thou ail beknown of the King, so also am 3 11 ;——And 
Shahiazad pcuccived the dawn of day and ceased saying hei 
peimitted say* 


ilHciiu uiljcit it tone# lljc JHfnc lj)imlvrt null Wjltlu-ifeljciilf) I3ljrl)h 

She pursued, It hath icached me, Q auspicious King, that when 
Abu ICiL and Abu Sir were exchanging reproof and excuse, the 
dyei said to him, 44 Even as thou ait beknown of the King, so also 
am I; and, Inshallah—God willing I—I will make him love and 
favour thee more Lhan evei for my sake; lie knoweth not that 
thou art my comiadc, but I will acquaint him of this and commend 
Lhee to him.” J 3 uL Abu S11 said, “There nccdelh no commenda¬ 
tion; for He who movcth man’s heart to love still liveth; and 
indeed the King and all his court affect me, and have given me 
this and that.” And lie" told him the whole tale and said to him, 
“Put off thy cloLhes behind the chest and enter the ^Hammam, and 
I will go in with thee and rub thee down with the glove,” So lie 
doffed his dress, and Abu Sir, entering Lhe baLli with him, soaped 
him and gloved him and then dressed him and busied himself with 
his service till ho came forth, when he brought him dinner and 
sheibets, whilst all Lhe folk marvelled ( at Lhe honour he did him, 
Then Abu Kir would have given him somewhat, but he swore 
that he would not accept aught fiom him, and said to him, 
“Shame upon such doings I Thou art iny comiade, and there is 
no difference between usd 1 Then Abu Kir observed, 44 By Allah, 
O my comrade, this is a mighty fine Hammam of thine, but thcie 


1 This lcfeienco lo AHah shows that Abu Sir did not believe Ilia dyer 
fiiend 
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lacketh somewhat in its oidinance, 11 Askccl Abu Sir, “And what 
is that ?" and Abu Kii answeied, “It is the depilatory, 1 to wit, 
the paste compounded of yellow arsenic and quicklime which re- 
moveth the hair with comfort. Do thou prepare it, and next time 
the King cometh present it to him, teaching him how he shall 
cause the hair to fall off by such means, and he will love thee with 
exceeding love and honour thee." Quoth Aim Sir, “Thou speak- 
est sooth, and Inshallah, I will at once make it," Then Abu Kii 
left him and mounted his mule and, going to the King, said to him, 
M I have a warning to give thee, O Kingof the Ago 1 ’’ “And what 
is thy warning ?" asked the King; and Abu Kir answeied, “I 
hear that thou hast built a Hammam,” Quoth the King, “Yes; 
there came to me a stranger and I biuldcd the Baths foi him, even 
as I budded the dyeiy for thee; and indeed 'tis a migliLy fine 
Hammam and an ornament to my city"; and he went oti to 
describe to him the virtues of the bath. Quoth the dyer, “ Hast 
thou entered theiein ?” and quoth the King, “Yes.” Thereupon 
ci led Abu Kir, “ Alhamdolillah—praised he God 1 —who saved 
thee from the mischief of yonder villain and foe of the Faith, I 
mean the bath-keeper! ” The King enquued, “And what of him?" 
and Abu Kir replied, “Know, O King of the Age, that an thou 
enter the Hammam again aftci this day thou wilL surely perish." 
“How so?" said the King; and the dyer said, “This bath-keeper 
is thy foe and the foe of the Faith, and lie induced thee not 
to stablish this Bath but because he designed theiein to poison 
thee. He hath made for thee somewhat, and he will picscnt 
it to thee when thou cntcrest the Hammam, saying;—This 
is a diug which, if one apply it, will lcmove the hair with comfcut. 
Now it is no drug, but a drastic clicg and a deadly poison ; 
for the Sultan* of the Chiistians hath promised Lins obscene 
fellow to release to him his wife and children, an he will kill thee; 
for they are prisoners in the hands of that Sultan. I myself was 
captive with him in their land, but I opened a dyeiy and dyed for 
them various colouis, so thaL Lhey conciliated the King's hcatt to 
me and he bade me ask a boon of him. I sought of him freedom 
and he set me at liberty, wheieupon I made my way to this city, 
and seeing yonder man iu the Hammam, said to him, How didst 
thou effect thine escape and win free with thy wife and children ? 
Quoili lie, We ceased not to be in captivity, J and my wife and 
children, till one day the King of the Nazarenes held a court, 

i Arab. '|Dawa" (lit. lemedy, medicine) the vnlgur term sice vol. iii. 
night cccxvxvi ; also called Ttasmah, Niiiah, and many othei nainea. 



Aim Kir the Dyer and Abu Sir the Barber. 2 2 g 

whereat I was present amongsL a number of otheis; and as I 
stood amongst the folk, I heard them open out on the Kings and 
name them one aftd other, till they came to the name of the 
King of this city, whereupon the King of the Christians cried 
out, Alas l and said*—None vexeth me* in the wot Id but the King 
of such a city 1 2 3 1 ’Whosoever will contrive me his slaughter I will 
give him all lie shall ask. So I wenL up to him and said :—An I 
compass for thee his slaughter, will thou set me free, me and 
my wife and my children ? The King replied :—Yes; and I will 
give thee to boot whatso thou shall desire. So we agieed upon 
this and lie sent me m n gulhon to this city, wheie I presented 
myself to the King and he built me this Hainmam. Now, theie- 
fore, I have naught to do but to slay him and return to the King 
of the Nazaiencs, thaL I may ledeem my childien and my wife 
and ask a boon of him. Quoth I:—And how wilt thou go about 
to kill him ? and quoth lie:—By the simplest of all devices; for 
I have compounded him somewhat wherein is poison; so, when 
he cmneLh Lo Lhe bath, I shall say to him:—Take this paste and 
anoint thyself thcicwith below the waist, for it will cause the 
han 8 to chop off. So he will take it and apply it to himself and 
the poison will work in him a day and a night, till it l cacheth his 
heart and dcstroyeth him ; and meanwhile, I shall have made 
off and none will Know that it was I slew him. When I 
heard this,’ 1 added Abu Kir, li I Ibaied for thee my benefactor, 
wliciafore I have lold thee of what is doing.' 1 As soon as the 
King heard the dyer's stoiy, he was wroth with exceeding wrath, 
and said to Jinn, ff Keep thih secret," Then he resoJved to visit 
the llammaiu, that he might dispel doubt by supplying certainty; 
and when lie enleied, Abu Sii dolled his dress and betaking 
himself as of wont lo the service of the King, proceeded to 
glove him ; after which he said to him, “O King of the Age, I 
have made i\ ding which ussislclli in plucking out the lower 
h.iir. ,J Ciied the King, 11 Bring U to me” : so the barber brought 
it lo him, and the King, finding it nauseous of smell, was assured 
Ihal it was poison; wlieieioie he was incensed and called out 
io his gnaids, saying, u Seize him 1 11 Accoidingly, they seized 


1 Arab. " Mil Kahara-ni 11 = or none hath ov cl come me, 

2 Bicbl Edit. 11 The King of IsMmya ” For the n Ish.ban " (Spaniards) 
ail aim'icut people dc-ico/irled from JnpJicl son of .Noah and who now arc no 
moic, see Al-Mas’udi (Lm Transl , i 361) The "Heiodotus of ihe Arabs” 
lccogmstib only Llic 11 JalAlikah ” 01 Galliciaus, thus bearing witness lo the 
antiquity and nupoi lance of the Gnllego race 

3 Aiab, *' Sha’i,” propel ly Inn of body, pile, especially Lhc psclen, 
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him and the King donned his dress and lelunicd to his palace, 
boiling with fuiy, whilst none knew Ihe cause of his indignation; 
for of the excess of his wialli he had acquainted no one there- 
"with, and none dared ask him, Then he icpaiied to the audience- 
chajnber and causing Abu Sii to be brought. before him, with his 
elbows pinioned, sent for his Soa-capUiin and said to him, ‘‘Take 
this villain and set him in ti sack with two quintals of lime 
unslackcd and lie its mouLh ovci his head. Then lay him 
m a'cock-boat Eind row out with him in fronL of my palace, 
where l ho a wit see me sitLing at the lattice. Do thou say to 
me:—Shall I cast him in? and if I answer‘—Cast him I tlnow 
the sack into the sea, so the quick-lime may be slaked on him to 
the intent that he shall die chowned and burnt, 1 ” “ Hearkening 

and obeying"; quotli the Captain, and taking Abu Sn fioin 
the presence cauied lnm to an island facing the King's palace, 
where he said to him, “ Ho thou, I once visited thy Ilainmam 
and thou cntiealedst me with hoiiom and accomplishedst all my 
needs and I had greal picas me of thee: moreover, thou swaiest 
that thou wouldst take no pay of me, and I love Lhco with a great 
love. So tell me how the case slandoLh between thee and Lhc 
King, and what abominable deed thou hast clone with him that 
lie is wroth with thee and hath commanded mo that thou shouldst 
die this foul death/' Answered Abu Sii, 11 I have clone nothing, 
nor weet I of any crime I have committed against him which 

menteth this!"-Aucl Shaluazad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her permitted say. 

313011) mjicii it inner fl)c J13mc ll)untn‘cto anti ST&irty-JujyljtJi JQiflljb 

She resumed, It hnib leached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the Sea-captain asked Abu Sir the cause of the King's math with 
him, be replied, “ 13 y Allah, O my bioLhei, I have commit led no 
ciime against him which meuleth this I M Rejoined the Captain, 
“Verily, thou was! high in lank with the King, such as none cvei 
won before thee, and all who aie prosperous me envied. Haply 
some one was jealous of thy good foitunc and threw out certain 
hmts concerning thee to the King, by i casein wheicof lie is become 
enraged against thee with lage so violent, but he of good cheer; no 
harm fchall befnll thee; for, oven as thou entiealedst me geneiously, 
without acquaintanceship between me and thee, so now I will 
delivei thee. Rut, an 1 release klice, thou must abide wilh me 


l The drowning is a mailyi's death, the burning ib a Juie taste of Uull-fno 
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on ibis island Lill some galleon sail fiom our city to Lhy naLivc 
land, when I will send thee thither therein.” Abu Sir kissed his 
hand and thanked him for thaL: after which the Captain fetched 
the quicklime and set it in a sack, together with a great stone, the 
size of a man, saying, “ I put my trust in Allah 1 1 " Then he gave 
the baiber a net, saying, 11 CasL this net into the sea, so haply 
thou rnayst take somewhat of fish. F01 I am bound to supply 
the King’s kitchen wiLli fish eveiy day; hut to-day I have been 
distracted fiom fishing by this calamity which hath befallen thee, 
and I fear lest the cook’s boys come to me in quest of fish and 
find none. So, an than talce aught, they will find it and thou wilt 
veil my face/- 3 whilst I go and play off my practice 111 front of the 
palace and feign to cast thee into the sea.” Answered Abu SiJ, 
U 1 will fish Lhe while; go thou and God help thee I JP So the 
Captain set the sack m Lhe boat and paddled till he came under 
the palace, wheie he saw the King seated at the lattice and said 
to him, 11 O King of the Age, shall I cast him in ? M Cl Cast him ! ,p 
cried Lhe King, and signed to him with his hand, when Jo and 
behold 1 something Hashed like leven and fell into the sea, Now 
that which had fallen into lhe water was the King's seal-ring; 
and the same was enchanted in such way that, when the King 
was wroth with any one and was minded to slay him, he had but 
to sign to him with his right hand, whereon was the signet-ring, 
and Lhcrcfiom issued a flash of lightning, which smote the object, 
and thereupon his head fell horn between his shoulders; and the 
lioopti obeyed him not, noi did he oveiconie the men of might 
save by means of lhe ling- So when it dropped from his finger, 
he concealed the matter and kept silence, for that he dared not 
say, “ My ring has fallen into the sea/' for feai of the hoops, lest 
they riae .ig&Ltisl turn ati/L slay huiu On Lhrs wise U befell the 
King; but as r eg a ids Abu Sir, aftei the Captain had left him on 
the island, he Look the not and casting it into the sea presently 
diew it up full of fish; 1101 did he cease to throw and pull it up 
full, Lill there was a gieat mound of fish befoie him. So he said, 
111 himself, “ Dy Allah, this long while I have not eaten fishf” 
and chose himself a huge fat fish, saying, 11 When the Captain 
cometh back, I will bid him fiy it for me, bo J may dine on it,” 
Then he cut its throat with a knife he had with him; but the 

1 Meaning that if the trick had been dibcovered the Captain would have 
taken the brubei's place. We have seen (vol i night vi) the Prime 
Minister bUpeiintending the royal kitchen, and here the Admiral libheb Jor the 
King’s table It is even mine naive than the Court of Alcinou>> 

z Urcsl. Edit , xi 32, 1 c, t^c 111c from disgrnca, 
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knrie black in 5 ts gills and there lie saw the Kind’s signet-ring j 
foi the fish had swallowed i| and Destiny had driven it to that 
island, wlicie it had fallen into the net. lie took the ting and 
drew it on his little fiugei , 1 not knowing its peculiar pioperties. 
Presently, up came two of the cook’s hoys m quest of fish and 
seeing Abu Sir, said to him, “O man, whitliei is the Captain 
gone?” “I know not," said he, and signed to them with his 
uglifc hand ; when, behold, the heads of both middlings dropped 
off from between llien shouldeis. At this Aim S11 was amazed 
and said, “Would I wot who slew them ! ” And their case was 
grievous to him, and he was still pondering il, when the Captain 
suddenly relui ned and seeing Lhe mound of fishes and two men 
lying dead and the scal-iing on Ahu SirT fiugei, quid to him, 11 0 
my broLhci, move 110L thy hand whoicon is Lhc signct-iing ; ehe 
Ihou w T ilt lull me." Abu Hii wondered at this speech and kept 
his hand motionless; wheieupon the Captain came up Lo him and 
said, “ Who slew these two men?” “ Dy Allah, O my biothcr, I 
wot not I n lf Thou saysl sooth ; bill tell me whence hadst thou 
that ring ? J> “ I found it in this fish’s gills/' “Tiue,” said the 
Captain, “for I saw it fall flashing fiom the King’s palace and 
disappear in the sea what time he signed to wauls thee/ saying, 
Cast him in. So I cast the sack into the walct, and it was then 
that til3 Ling slipped from liis finger and fell mLo the sea, where 
this fish swallowed it, and Allah drave it Lo thee, so that thou 
maclest il thy pi ey, for this ling was Ihy lot; but kennest t| 10U 
its pioperty ? ” Said Abu Sir> lf I knew noL LhaL it had any 
piopcities peculiar to it rr ; and the Captain said, “Learn, then, 
Lli it the King's troops obey linn not save for feat of this signcL- 
ring, because it is spelled, and when lie was wuHh with any one 
and had n mind to kjJJ bun, ha would sign at him ihermvilJi and 
Jus head would chop fiom between his shou Ideas ; for Llicic issued 
a flash of lightning from the ring and its my smote the object 
of his wrath, who died forliuight." At this, Abu Sir tejoiced 

1 Arab “Klunsii "oi “Khinsa.i," the hUle Huger or the middle fmgei In 
Arabic each has its own name 01 mime 1 : which is also that oi tlic cot responding 
toe, e.fi IbMm (thumb), Sahbitbah, Musahbah 01 Da’a.ih ffmc-fingei); WasU 
(niedius), Binsn (annularis, ung-fingci) and Klunsar (minLinns), Thine are 
aLo names for the seveial spaces between Lhe Hugos See the English Aiabic 
Diclionaiy (London, Kegaii Paul &. Co , 1SS1) by the Revel Lh IJadgci, 
a work of immense Inborn and research, but wlurh I fc.u has been Lo the 
learned autboi a. Laboui of lo^e not of piofit 

a Meaning, of course, that the King signed to wauls tlie stick ni which lie 
supposed the victim to be, blit Iho ring Jell off befoic it could take effect 
The .Eastern stoiy tellcL often balances his multiplicity of woitls and needles^ 
details by a conciseness and an elliptical style which make hi3 meaning n 
m liter of di\ iiiatinn, 
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wil.li exceeding joy and said to the Captain, “Cairynic bade to 
the city 11 ; and he said, “ Thai will I, now Lhat I no longer fear 
for thee from the King; for, wort thou to sign at him with thy 
hand, purposing to kill him, his head would fall down between 
thy hands; and if Lhou be minded to slay him and all his host, 
thou mayst slaughtei them without let or hindrance.’ 1 So saying, 
he embai ked him in the boat and bore him back to the city ; 

-And Slmhrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

saying hei peimilted bay. 

Boiu luljcn it lima tfjc Blue Ihmtoti mrt fiCblct^iunlft ilHijyljt, 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
Captain embarked with Abu Sir he boie him back to the city, so 
Abu Sir landed and going up to the palace, entered the council- 
chamber, wheic he found the King seated facing his officers, in 
sore c.'irk and cam by reason of the scal-iing and daring not teli 
any of his folk anent its loss, When he saw Abu Sir, he said to 
him, “Did wo not cast thco into the sea? IIqw hast thou 
contrived to come foith of it ? tr Aim Sir replied, u O King of the 
Age, whenas tlion badcst tluow me into the sea, thy Captain 
cariicd me to an island and asked me of the cause of thy wrath 
against me, saying:—What hast thou done with the King, that 
he should decree thy death ? I answered, By Allah, I know not 
that I have wrought him any wrong! Quoth he:—Thou wast 
nigh in lank with lhe King, and haply some one envied thee and 
threw out ccilain hints concerning thee to liim, so that he is 
become incensed against thee. But when I visited thee in thy 
Himiniam, thou en heated si me honourably, and I will requite 
thee Lhy hospitality to me by seLting tlicc free and sending thee 
back to thine own land. Then he set a great stone in the sack 
in my stead and cast it into the sea; blit, when thou signedst to 
him lo throw me in, thy seal-iing dropped from thy linger into 
the main, and a fish swallowed it. Now I was oil lhe island 
a-fislnng, and Lius, fish came up in the nel with others , wlieie 
upon I took il, in Lending Lo broil it; but, when I opened its belly, 

I found lhe signet-ring therein; so I took it and puL it on my 
fingeu PresenLly, up came two of the servants of the kitchen, 
questing fish, and I signed to them with my hand, knowing not 
Iho propelLy of lhe ,scal-iing and their heads fell oJh Then the 
Captain came back, and seeing Lhe ring on my linger acquainted 
me with its spell ; and behold, I have brought it back Lo thee, 
for that thou deailest kindly by me and entreatedst me with the 
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utmost honour, nor is that 'which thou hast done me of kindlier 
lost upon me. Here is thy ring ; lake it! But an I have done 
-with thee aught deserving of death, tell me my crime and slay 
me and thou shalt be absolved of sin in shedding my blood." 
So saying, he pulled the ring from his finger and gave it to the 
King who, seeing Abu Sir’s noble conduct, took the ling and 
put it on and felt life return to him afresh, Then he rose to 
his feet and embiacing the barber, said to him, '■ O man, Lhou 
art indeed of the flower of the well-bom I Blame me not, but 
foigive me the wrong I have done thee. Had any hut thou 
gotten hold of this ring, he had neveL lcbtoied it to meA 
Answeted Abu Sn, u O King of the Ago, an tliou would st have 
me forgive thee, tell me what was my fault which diew down 
thine anger upon me, so that lhou commaudedst to do me die." 
Rejoined the King, C1 By Allah, 'tis clear Lo me that lhou ait 
free and guilLless in all things of offence since thou hast done 
this good deed* only the dyer denounced thee to me in such and 
such words”; and he told him ail that Abu Kir had said. Abu 
Sir replied, “By Allah, 0 King of the Age, I know no King 
of the Nazarenes, nor during my days have ever journeyed 
to a Chnstian country, nor did it ever come into my mind to 
kill thee. But this dyer was my comiade and neighbour 
in the city of Alexandria where lifo was straitened upon us; 
therefore we departed thence, to seek our fortunes, by reason 
of the narrowness of our means at home, after wo had recited 
the Opening Chapter of the Koran together, pledging ourselves 
that be who got work should feed him who Jacked work ; 
and there befell me with him such and such tilings.” Then 
he went on to relate to the King all that had betided him 
with Abu Kir the dyer; how he had lobbed him of his 
dirhams and had left him alone, and sick in the Khan-closeL, 
and how the door-lccepei had fed him of his own moneys till 
Allah recovered him of his sickness, when he went forth and 
walked about the city with Ins budgeL, as was his wont, lill 
lie espied a dyeiy, about which the folk were crowding; so he 
looked at the door and seeing Abu Kir seated on a bench 
tlicie, went in to salute him, wheicupon he accused him of being 
a thief and beat him a grievous beating; brief, he told him 
his whole talc, fiom first to last, and added, n O King of the 
Age, 'twas he who counselled me lo make the depdatoiy and 
piesent it to thee, saying:—The Hammam is perfect in all 
things* but that il Jacketh this; and know, O King ot the Age, 
that this drug is harmless, and we use jt in our land wlieic Tis one 
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of the requisites of the bath; hut I had forgotten it; so, when the 
dyci visited the Ilanimam I entreated him with honour and he 
reminded me of it, and enjoined me to make it forthwith. Eut 
do thou send after the potter of such a Khan and the workmen 
of the dyery and question them aJi of that which I have toJd 
thee.*’ Accoidingly, Lhe King sent for them and questioned them 
one and all, and they acquainted him with the truth of the matter. 
Then he summoned the dyer, saying, “Bring him barefooted, 
baieheadcd, and with elbows pinioned I Now he was sitting in 
his house, rejoicing in Abu Sir’s death; but eie he could be ware, 
the King’s guards rushed in upon him and cuffed him on the nape, 
after winch they bound him and bole him into the presence, where 
he saw Abu Sn seated by the King's side and the door-keeper of 
the Khan and workmen of the dyeiy standing before* him, Quoth 
the door-keeper to him, i( Is not this thy comrade whom thou 
lobbedst of his silvcis and leflest with me sick in the closet doing 
such and such by linn? ” And the workmen said to him, " Is not 
this he whom thou badest us seize and beat ? " Therewith Abu 
IviL s baseness was made manifest to the King, and he was ceitified 
that he meiited toi tine yet soier than the torments of Munbar and 
Nalrii. 1 So he said to his guards, " Take him and parade lum 

about the ciLy and the markets " ;-And Shahrazad perceived 

the dawn of clay and ceased to say her permitted say, 


J 13 aiu lufjcn U hiiTu tljc finite ^imfrdr arttr JacKe# 

She continued, It hath reached me, 0 auspicious King, that when 
the King heard the words spoken by the door-keeper of the 
Caravanserai and the workmen of Lhe dyery, he was certified of 
the vfleness of Abu Kir ; so he upbiaided him with flout and fleer 
and said to his guards, l< Take him and pain.de him about the city 
and the market-streets ; then set him in a sack and east lum into 
the sea,' 1 Whcicupon quoth Abu Sir, ,f O King of the Age, accept 
my intcicession for him, foi I pardon him all he hath done with 
me," Eut quoth the King, “An thou pardon him ail his offences 
against thee, I cannot puidon him his offences against me-” And 
he cried out, saying, “Take him. 51 So they took him and paraded 
lum about the city, aflcr which they set him in a sack with quick¬ 
lime and cast him into the sea, and lie died, drowned and burnt. 
Then said the King to the baiber, “ 0 Abu Sir, ask of me what 
thou wilt and it shall be given thee.” And he answered, saying, 


I See night cccci. 
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" I ask of thee to send me hack to my own country, foi I care no 
longer to tarry here.” Then the King gifted him great stoic of 
gifts, over and above that which he had whilomc bestowed on 
him ; and amongst the rest a galleon freighted with goods; and 
the cicw of this galleon were Mamelukes ; so he gave him these 
also, after ofleiing to make him his Wazir, wheicto the bruber 
consented not, Presently he farcwclled the King, and set sail in 
his own ship manned by lus own crew; nur did he casL anchoi 
till he reached Alexandua. and made fast to the shore theie. 
Then they landed, and one of his Mamelukes, seeing a sack on the 
beach, said to Abu Sir, l< O my loid, theie is a groat heavy sack 
on the sea-shoie, with the mouth tied up and I know not what 
llieiein.” So Abu Sir came up and opening the sack, found 
Lherein the lemains of Abu Kir, which the sea had boine thither 
He took it forth and buiying it near Alexandria, built over the 
giave a place of visitation and endowed it with 11101 Imam, writing 
over the door these couplets:— 

Man is Known among men as his deeds attest; « Which make noble 
origin manifest: 

Backbite not, lest othci men Into thy bade; i Who suith aught, the 
same shall to him he nddiefit: 

Slum immodest wends and indecent speech * When thou speakest in 
earnest or e'en 111 jest. 

We bear with the dog which behaves itself * But the lion is chained 
lest he prove a pest 1 

And the desert caicases swim the main * While union.pearls on the 
sand hank rest 1 : 

No sparrow would hustle the spauow-hawk, • Were it not by folly and 
weakness picst; 

A-sky is written on page of ah, + fI Who doth kindly of kindness shall 
lime the best I " 

’Ware of gathering sugar fiom bitter gourd 2 : « ’Twill piove to its 
origin liho JUi taste. 

Aftei this Abu Sir abode awhile, till Allah took him to Himself, 
and they biuied him hard by the tomb of his com l ado Abu Kir; 
wherefoie that place was called Abu Kir and Abu Sii; but it is 
now known as Abu Kir only. This, then, is tliaL which hath 
leached us of their histoiy, and glory be to Him who endureth 
for ever and aye, and by Whose will interchange the night and the 
day. And. of the stories they tell is one anent 


1 Foi' a simiku figiue see vol i night i 

2 Arab , ‘Haiizal" J sec voJ, iti mglit ccchiv 
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ABDULLAH 1 2 THE FISHERMAN AND 
ABDULLAH THE MERMAN. 


Tiicre was once a Fisherman named Abdullah, who had a. large 
family, lo wit, mne children and then* mother, so was he poor, 
very poor, owning naught save his net, Every day he used to go 
to the sea a-fishmg, and if he caught little, he sold it and spent 
the puce on his child]en, after the measure of that which Allah 
vouchsafed him of provision; but, if he caught much, lie would 
cook a good mess of meal ancl buy fruit and spend without stint 
till nothing was left him, saying to himself, 11 The daily bread of 
to-morrow will come to-moriow." Presently, his wife gave birth 
to another child, making a iota! of ten, and it chanced that day 
that he had nothing at all ; so she said to him, M O my master, 
pec acid get me somewhat wherewithal I may sustain myself.” 
Quoth he, " I am going (under favour of Almighty Allah) this 
day seawards to fish on the luck of this new-born child, that we 
may see its fair fortune ” ; and quoth she, 11 Put thy trust in 
Allah I” So he took his net and went clown to the sea-shore, 
where he cast it on the luck of the Jittle one, saying, «* O my God, 
make his Jiving of ease not of unease, and abundant, not 
scant I” Then he waited awhile and drew in the net, which 
came up full of lubbish and sand and pebbles and weeds, and he 
saw tlieiein no sign of fissh neither much el nor little. He cast 
it again and waited, then drew it in, but found no catch in it, 
and throw it a third and a fourth and a fifth time, still noL a single 
fish came up. So he removed to anotlier place, beseeching 
his daily bread of Allah Almighty, and thus he kept working 
till the end of the day, but caught not so much as a minnow 3 * * ; 
wheieat he fell a-murveiling in himself and said sclf-couimunmg, 

1 The tale begins upon the model of "Judar and his Brethren,’ 1 juglU 
cTcvfi Its hero's full name la AfoduMUhi = Slave of Allah, winch vulgar 
Egyptians pioncnmco Abdallah, and pm or speakers, Hadawin and others, 
Abdullah either Jbim is thcieforc admissible, It Is more common among 
Moslems but not unknown to Christians, especially Syiians, who boirow it 
from the Synac Alloh, Mohammed is said Lo have said, 11 The names most 
approved by AlJali me Abdullah, Abd sil-habman (Slaveof die Compassionate) 
and such like " (Pilgrimage, i, 20) 

2 Arab. fl Snail," here probably used of the Nilc-sprat (C/it/w SJ>mitus 

Lnm ) 01 Sardine, of which fbisksays, J 'Sardfnn iri Al-iaman is applied to 

a Keel Sea fish of the same name,” Hasselquist the Swede notes that Egyptians 

stuff the Said 1 ne with mrujoi am and eat U fried even when half putrid 
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u Hath Allah then cieated this new born-child without lot of 
provision ? Tins may never, never be. He who *slitteth the 
corners of the lips hath pledged Himself for its pi ovision, because 
Almighty Allah is the Bountiful, the Provider 1 1 " So saying, 
he shouldered his net and turned him homewards, broken- 
spirited and heavy at heart about his family, for lhat he had 
left them without food, more by token that his wife was in the 
stiaw. And as he continued trudging along and saying in himself, 
“ How shall I do and what shall I say to the children to-night ? ,T 
he came to a baker's oven and saw a crowd about it, lor the 
season was one of dearth and in those days food was scant with 
the folk ; so people were proffenng Llie baker money, but he paid 
no heed to any of them, by reason of the dense crowd. The 
fisherman stood looking and snuffing Llie smell of the hot bread 
(and indeed his soul longed for it, by reason of his‘hunger), till the 
baker caught sight of him ami ci icd out to him, IC Conic hither, 
O fisherman!" So he went up to him, and the baker said, “Dost 
thou want bicad ? ” But he was silent, Quoth the baker, “Speak 
out and be not ashamed, for Allah is bountiful. An thou have no 
silver, I will give thee bread and have paLience with thee till weal 
betide thee," And quoth the fisherman, “By Allah, O master, 1 
have indeed no money I Bat give me bread enough for my family, 
and I will leave thee this net in pawn till the moirow/' Rejoined 
the baker, “ Nay, my pool fellow, this net is thy shop and the door 
of thy daily subsistence ; so an thou pawn it, wherewithal wilt 
thou fish? Toll me how much will suffice tlice? 1 ' and replied the 
fisherman, “ Ten half-dirhams' woith, 3 ” So he gave him ten Niisfs 1 
worth of bread and ten in silver saying, “Take these ten Nusfs 
and cook thyself a mess of meat thciewiLh ; so wilt thou owe me 
twenty, for which bring me fish to-morrow; but, an thou catch 
nothing again, come and take thy biead and thy ten Nusfs, and I 

will have patience with thee till better luck bcLidc Lhee, 1 '-And 

Shahiazad perceived llie dawn of day and ceased saying her 
permitted say. 

jQato luljcn it turns t&c ilDinc fxinlrctv antr JFoitydunst Jftlgtit, 

She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
baker said to the fisherman, “Take whatso tlion, needesl and I will 
have patience wiLli thee till belter luck betide thee, after the which 

i ic by declaring in the ICoian (kvii. 14, lxxiv jjj, lyxviii fa), Ixxxvni 17), 
that each crcatiuc hath its appointed tcini and Jot; c .pecially ■' Tlunkelh man 
Lb At he shall be lei t uncaicd for? 11 (xl. 36^ 

*z Arab " Kusl, sea vol i night xxxvili. 
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thou shaJt biing me fish for all thou owest me." Snid the fisher¬ 
man, ** Almighty Allah reward thee, and requite thee for me with 
all good!" Then he toolc the biead and the coins and went away, 
glad at hemt, and buying what he could, returned to Ms wife, 
whom he found sitting up, soothing the children, who were weeping 
for hunger, and saying to them, " At once your fathei will be here 
with what ye may cat. 1 2 3 4 ' So he set the bread before them and they 
ate, whilsL he told his wife what had befallen him, and she said, 
“ Allah is bountiful. 1 " On the morrow, he shouldered his net and 
went forth of his house, saying, “ I beseech thee, 0 Lord, to 
vouchsafe me this day that which shall whiten my face with the 
baker a ! ° When he came to the sea-shore, he proceeded to cast 
his net and pull it in; but there came up no fish therein; and lie 
ceased not to toil thus till ended day but he caught nothing. 
Then he set out homewards, in great concern, and the way to his 
house lay pasL the baker’s oven, so he said m himse'f, 14 How shall 
I go home ? But I will hasten my pace that the balcei may not 
see me." When he reached the shop, he saw a crowd about it, and 
walked the faster, being ashamed to face his creditor; but the 
baker raised his eyes to linn and cried out to him saying, 11 * Ho, 
fisherman I Come and take thy bread and spending-money. 
Meseems thou forgettest/’ Quoth Abdullah, " By Allah, 1 had 
noL forgotten; but I was ashamed to face thee, because I have 
caught no fish this clay ” ; and quoth the baker, " Be not ashamed. 
Said I not to thcc, At thy leisure, 8 till belter luck betide thee ? M 
Then lie gave him the bread and the ten Nusfs and he returned 
and told his wife, who said, “ Allah is bountiful. Better hide shall 
yel betide thee and thou shall give the baker his due, Inslmllah." 
He ceased not doing on this wise forty days, betaking himself 
daily to the sea, from the rising of the sun to the going down 
thereof, and returning home without fish ; and still he took bread 
and spending-moncy of the baker, who never once named the fish 
to him nor neglected him nor kept him waiting like the fo-lk/ but 


1 Arnb. " Allah Km j«i ” (which Tua Is pi on ounce ICyeriro) a consecrated 
foimuln. used especially when a man would show himself resigned to "small 
mercies " The fisheiman's wife was evidently pious as she was poor ; and the 
dcsciipticm of the pauper household is simple and effective. 

2 This is lepeaLetl in the Mac. Edit., pp 496-97 ; an instance amongst 
many of most caieless editing. 

3 Arab. 11 AlA mahlak ” (vulg), a popular phrase, often corresponding 
with our = Take it coolly 

4 For "He did not keep him waiting, as lie did the rest of the folk" 

Lane piefeis, "nor neglected lam, as men generally would have done " But 

wc mo toLd iupia Lliat the baker "paid no heed to the folk by reason of the 

den^e ciowcl. 1 ’ 
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gav£ him the bread and the ten half-dirhams without delay, 
Whenevei the fisherman said to him, " Omy brother, leckon with 
me, 3 ' lie would say, "Be off 1 : this is no time for reckoning. Wait 
till better luck betide thee, and then I will leckon with thee, 11 
And the fishciman would bless him and go away thanking him. 
On the one-anebfortieth dny, he said to his wife, <£ I have a mind 
to Lear up the net and be quit of this life/ 1 She asked, " Why 
Wilt thou do this?” and he answered, "Mesecms there is an end 
of my getting my daily bread from the waleis. How long shall 
this last? By Allah, I bum with shame be foie Lhe balcei* and I 
will go no moie to the vsen, so 1 may not pass by his oven, for I 
have none othei way home; and evciy lime 1 pass, he ealleth me 
and giveth me the biead and tlic ten silvers. How much longer 
shall I mu in debt to linn? 1 ' The wife icplicd, ** Alhamdolillah— 
lauded be the Lord, the Most High, who hath inclined his heart 
to thee, so that lie giveth thee our daily bread I What dislikes t thou 
in this?” and the husband rejoined, "I owe him now a mighty 
gieat sum of dirhams, and there is no doubt but that he will 
demand his clue/' 1 ‘ Hath he vexed thee with woula ? ” “ No, on 

the contrary, he still refuseLh to leckon with me, saying —Wait 
till better luck betide thee. 1 ' " If ho press thee, say to him :—Wait 
till there come the good luck for which we hope, Lhou and I/ 1 
" And when will the good luck come that we hope for ? n "Allah 
is bountiful.” ” SooLh than speakest I” So saying, he shouldered 
his net and went down to the sea-side, praying, "O Lord, provide 
thou me, though but With onfc fish, that I hi ay give it to the 
baker I " And he cast bis net into the sea, and pulling it in, found 
it heavy ; so ho tugged eU il till he was tiled wiLh »soic travail, 
But when he got it ashoic he found in it :i dead donkey, swollen 
and stinking, wheieat his senses sickened, and he freed it from the 
net, saying, "Theic is no Majesty and Lhere is 110 Might save in 
Allah, the Gloiious, the GieaL! Indeed, 1 can no moie, I I say to 
that wife of mine:—Thcie is no moie piovision for me in the 
waters, l&L me Leave this craft. And she still answcieUt me;— 
Allah is bountiful: goodwill presently betide time. Is this dead 
ass the good wheieof she spcakfcLh ? ” And he giicved with the 
sorest grief. Then he tinned to imothci place, so ho might icmove 
from the stench of the dead donkey, and cast his net theic and 
waited a full hour; then he drew it in and found it heavy. There¬ 
upon quoth lie, " Good : we me hauling up all the dead donkeys in 


1 Arab. “Rul'd" the most aAvmpt Toim, whose sound is coaisc and 
offensive as Iho Turkish yell, " Gyol I "iconic hole! 
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11 He gave not over tugging at the net till blood 
came from the palms of his hands, and when he 
got it ashore, he saw a man in it, and took him 
for one of the Iff its of the lord Solomon . . . 
wherefore he fled from him ” 
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the sea and ridding it of its rubbish. 1 n However, he gave not over 
tugging at the net till blood came from the palms of his hands, 
and when he got it ashore, lie saw a man 9 in it, and took him for 
one of the Ifrits of the lord Solomon, whom he was wont to im¬ 
prison in cucurbits of brass and cast in to the main, believing 
that the vessel had burst for length of years and that the Ifrit had 
come forth and fallen into the net; wherefore he lied from him, 
crying out and saying, " Mercy, mercy, O Ifiit of Solomon 1 11 But 
the Adamite called out to him from within the net, and said, 
“ Come hither, O fisherman, and flee not from me, for I am human 
like thyself. Release me, so thou mayst get a recompense for me 
of Allah. n Whcnas lie hcaid these words, the fisherman took 
heait, and coming up Lo him, said to him, <f Ait thou not an Ifrit 
of the Jinn ? " and replied the other, "No, I am a mortal and a 
believer in Allah and His Apostle. M Asked the fisherman, “Who 
threw theo into Lhe sea ?” and the other answered, "I am of the 
childien of the sea, and was going about therein when thou castedst 
the net over me. W e arc people who obey Allah's command men is 
and show loving-kindness unto the creatures of the Almighty, and 
but that I fcai and dread to be of the disobedient, I had torn thy 
net, but I accept that which the Lord hath decreed unto me; 
wherefore by setting me free thou becomest my owner and I thy 
captive. Wilt thou then set me free for the love 3 of Almighty 
Allah, and make a covenant \viLh me and become my comrade? 
I will come to thee cvciy day in this place, and do thoii come to 
me and biing me a gift of the fruiLs of the land. For with yon 
aie grapes and figs and water-melons and peaches and pome- 
gmnates and so forth, and nil thou bringest mo will be acceptable 
milo me. Motcovci, With ns me com 1 and pearls and chrysolites 


1 Urcsl Edit., xt, 50-51 

2 Arab, " Acldml ,J =an Adamite, one descended from the mythical and 
typical Adam, for whom sec Philo Judaeus, \Vc ai c Lold m one placo a few lines 
liuther on Lliat the meimnn Is of humankind; and in another that ho Isa 
kind of fish (night dccccxlv,). This belief in mermen, possibly originating with 
the cancatiues of the human face in the intelligent seal and stupid manatee, 
is univeisal, Al-ICazwini declares that a waterman with a tail was dned and 
exhibited, and that in Syria one of them was married to a woman and had by 
her a son ‘'who understood the languages of both his parents 11 Thfi fable 
was refined to pci feet beauty by Lho Gieeks: the mei*Xolk of the Arabs, 
Hindus, and NoiLheneis (Scandinaviana, etc ) aie meic grotesques with green 
hair, etc, Art in its highest expression never left the snores o£ the Mediter- 
lanean, and there is no sign that it ever will. 

3 Here Lane tu\n&laleo 11 Wajh " Jit, " the desire of seeing Ihe face of 
God/* and explains m a note that a " Muslim holds this to ba the greatest 
happiness that can bo enjoyed in Paradise,' 1 Dnt I have noted that tire tenet 
oi ‘iccing the countenance of the Creator, except by the eyes of ‘pint, is a 
much disputed point amongst Moslems. 
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and emeralds and rubies and othe; gems, and I will fill thee the 
basket wheiein thou bringest me the liuit with precious stones of 
the jewels of the sea. 1 2 3 What sayst tliou to this, O my brother ?" 
Quoth the fisherman, u Be the Opening Chapter of the Koran 
between tliee and me upon this!” So they recited together the 
IkiLihnh, and the fisherman loosed the Merman from the net and 
asked him, ,f What is thy name?" Pic replied, 11 My name is 
Abdullah of the Sea; and if thou come hither and see me not, call 
out and say:—Where ait thou, O Abdullah, O Mennan? and I 

will be with thee.”-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of clay 

and ceased to say her permitted say. 

i0o\u tofjnt it luncf tyc JQiiu* Ibimtrndi null JFuct^rsmnto JRIfl&t, 

She resumed, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Abdullah 
of the Sea thus enjoined the other, “ An thou come hiLher and see 
me not, call out and say. Where ait thou, O Abdullah, 0 Mer¬ 
man ? and I will be with thee foithwith. But thou, what is thy 
name?” Quoth the fisheiman, 11 Ply name also is Abdullah M ; and 
quoth the other, 14 Thou arL Abdullah of the Land and I am Ab¬ 
dullah of the Sea; but tarry here till I go and fetch thee a present," 
And the fisherman repented him of having released him and said 
to himself, 11 How know I that be will come back to me? Indeed, 
lie beguiled me, so that I loosed lum, and now he will laugh at 
ine. a Had I kept him, I might have made a show of him foi the 
diversion of the city-folk and taken silver from all men and gone 
with him to the houses of the great,’ 1 And he repented him of 
having set him free and said, 14 Thou hast ]ct thy prey from thy 
hand away .''* But as he was thus bemoaning his folly in releasing 
the piisoner, behold, Abdullah the Merman returned to him, with 
both hands full of peails and coral and smarngds and mbies and 
other gems, and said to him, M Take these, 0 nay brother, and 
excuse me; had I a fish-basketI would have filled it for thee." 
Abdullah the fisherman rejoiced and took the jewels from the 
Mennan, who said to him, " Every day come hither before sum isc," 
and farewelling him, went down into the sea; whilst the other 
leturnecl to the city, lejoicing, and stayed not walking till he came 
to the baker's oven and said to him, 41 O my brother, good Kick is 

1 Art Till enough is this contrast between Llie squalid condition of llic 
starving fisheLman and the goigcous belongings of the Mciman 

2 Pit M Venly he laughed at me so that I set him free." This Is a fair 
specimen of obseme conciseness 

3 Ai at) " PI ishan nah," which Lane and Payne Lianhlale basket, I have 
always heard H used of an old gunny-bag or bag of plaited palm-lemcs 
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come to us at last; so do thou reckon with me." Answered the 
baker, u There needefch no reckoning. An thou have aught, 
give it me: and if thou have naught, take thy bread and 
spending-money and begone, against weal betide th-ee.” Rejoined 
the fisherman, “ 0 my friend, indeed weal hath betided me 
of Allah's bounty, and I owe thee much money; but take 
this, 11 So saying, he took for him a handful of the pearls 
and coral and rubies and other jewels he had with him 
(the handful being about half of the whole), and gave them 
to the baker, saying, u Give me some ready money to spend 
this day till I sell these jewels.” So the baker gave him all the 
money he had m hand and all the bread in his basket and rejoiced 
in the jewels, saying, 11 1 am thy slave and thy servant.” Then 
he set all the bread on his head and following the fisherman home, 
gave it to his wife and children, after which lie repaiied to the 
market and biought meat and greens and all manner fruit. More¬ 
over, lie left his oven and abode with Abdullah all that day, busying 
himself in his seivice and fulfilling all liis afiaiis. Said the 
fisherman, I( O my biother, thou weariest thyself”; and the baker 
replied, “This is my duty, for I am become tliy servant and thou 
hast overwhelmed me wiLh thy boons.” Rejoined the fisherman, 
“'Tisthou who wast my benefactor in the days of dearth and 
distiess.” And the baker passed that night with him, enjoying 
good cheer and became a faithful friend to him. Then thefisher- 
man told liis wife what had befallen him with the Merman, whereat 
she rejoiced and said, “Keep Lhy secret, lest the government come 
down upon thee but he said, <( Though I keep my secret fiom 
all men, yet will I not hide it from the baker.” On the morrow 
he rose betimes and, shouldering a basket which he had filled In 
the evening with all manner fruits, repaired before sunrise to the 
sea-shoie, and setting down the ciate on the water-edge, called out, 
" Where art thou, 0 Abdullah, O Merman ? 11 He answered, 
“ Here am I, at thy service 11 ; and came forth to him. The 
fisherman gave him the fruit and he Look it and plunging into the 
sea with it, was absent a full hour, after which time he came up, 
with the fifcli-basket full of all kinds of gems and jewels. The 
fisherman set it on his head and went away; and, when he came 
to the oven, the baker said to him, u O my lord, I have baked 
thee forLy buns 1 and have sent them to thy house; and now I 

t Aiab, " Kaff Slnrniyk" applied to a single bun* The Shurayk is a bun, 
an oblong cake about the size of a man’s hand (li2nce the term ** Kaff ".= palm) 
with two long cut*} and sundry oblujue cioas-cats, made of leavened clongh, 
g\a/ed yv nil egg and Ssunw (clarified b.ittat) and flavoured with apices (cLrmu- 
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will hake some fusts and as soon as all is done, 1 will bring 1 it to 
thy house and go and jelch Ihec greens and meat," Abdullah 
banded to him three,handsful of jewels out of the fish-basket and 
going home, seL it down tlicie. Then he took a gem of price of 
each sort and going to the jewcl-bazai, sLoppcd at the Syndic’s 
thop and said to him, “ J 3 uy these piecious stones of me," 11 Show 
them to me/'said the Shaylch. So he showed them to him and 
the jeweller said, “Hast thou aught beside these ? " and 
Abdullah replied, “1 have a basket-full at liome. 1 ’ The Syndic 
asked, “ And wheic is thine house ? 11 and the fisherman answered, 
“In such a quaiter"; whereupon the Shaykh took the jewels 
from him and said to Ins followeis, “Lay hold of him, foi he is 
the thief who stole the jewchy of the Queen, the wife of oiu 
Sultan. 1 ' And he badu. beat him So they bastinadoed lum and 
pinioned him ; aflei which the Syndic and all the people of the 
jewel-mailed aiose and set out for the palace, saying, “ We have 
caught the Lhieff' Quoth one, “None lobbed Such-an-one but 
this villain "; and quoth another, M ‘Twas none but he stole all that 
was in Such-an-one’s house *' ; and some said this and olheis said 
that, All this while he was silent and spake not a word nor 
icturned a reply, till they brought him before the King, to whom 
said the Syndic, “O King of the Age, when the Queen's neck 
lace was stolen, thou senlesl to acquaint us of the theft, requiimg 
of us the discoveiy of the culpiit; wherefore I stiove beyond the 
icst of the folk and have taken the thief for thee. Ileie lie 
standeth befoLe thee, and these be the jewels \vc have lecoveied 
from him." Theicupon the King said to the chief eunucli, “ Cany 
these jewels foi the Queen to see, and say to her;—Aic these thy 
property thou hast lost ? " So the eunuch took the jewels and 
went in with them to the Queen, who seeing their lustre mat- 
velled at them and sent Lo the King to say, “ I have found my 
necklace in my own place and these jewels aie not my piopcily ; 
nay, they arefinei than those of my necklace. So oppicss not ilie 

man 11 ;-And Shahiaziul pciccived the dawn of day and ceased 

saying her pci mi tied say. 

-Qota luljcn it ta* lljc Ji 3 mc Ibmitucti nut) JrctIjUljivlJ JCUgHh 

She said, IL hath leached me, O auspicious King, that when th« 
King's wife sent Lo the King to say, “ These aiu not my pro 

inon, curcuma, ailcniisia, and pi lines mohalnb, and with aiomalic seeds 
(Itiliat fil-’ajjin), of which L-smc (ni G^i) specifics aniseed, mgella, absmLhmm 
(A)temi^n tiboMstwisJ and Kaiunih (A uuuf'huntiti Mi'afrit nshj ,clc ll,e 
blmrayk is given Lo the poor when visit thu Lombs and on ceitain Rtcs 
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perty ; nay, these gems me finer than those of my necklace. 
So oppress not tlfisimnn; but, if he will soli them, buy them for 
Lhy daughter Umm al-SuVid, 1 2 that we may set them in a neck¬ 
lace for .her. n When the eunuch returned and told the King 
what the Queen said, he damned the Syndic of the jewellers, 
him and his company, with the damnation of Ad and Tliamud, 3 * 
and they said to him, u 0 King of the Age, we knew this, man for 
a poor fisherman and deemed such Lhings too much for him, 3 so 
we supposed that he had stolen them.’ 1 Cried the King, " 0 ye 
filthy villains, begrudge ye a True Believer good fortune ? Why 
did ye not make due enquiry of him ? Haply Allah Almighty 
hath vouchsafed him these things from a source whereupon he 
reckoned not. Why did ye make him out a thief and disgrace 
hint amongst the folk ? Begone, and may Allah never bless you I M 
So they went out affrighted and the King said to Abdullah, 0 
man (Allah bless thee in all He hath bestowed on thee ') no harm 
fell all befall thee; but teil me truly, whence gottest thou these 
jewels ; for 1 am a King yet have I not the like of them." The 
fisherman leplied, "0 King of the Age, I have a fish-basket full 
of them at home and the case is thus and thus. 11 Then he told 
him of his friendship with the Merman, adding, “We have made 
a covenant together that I ±,hall bring him everyday a basket 
full of fruit and that be shall fill me the basket with these jewels. 1 ' 
Quolh the King, "0 man this is thy lucky Jot; but wealth needelh 
rank. 1 I will defend thee for the present against men's domineering; 
but haply I shall be deposed or die ancl another rule in my stead, 
and he shall slay thee because of his love of the goods of this 
world and his covetousness, So I am minded to marry thee to 
my daughter and make thee my Wazir and bequeath thee the 
kingdom after me, so none may hanker for thy riches when I am 
gone." Then said lie, “ Hie with this man to the Hannnam.” So 
they bore him to the Baths and bathed his body and lobed him 
in royal raiment, after which they bio light him back to the King, 
and he made him his Wazir and sent to his house couiieis and 
the soldieis of his guaLd and all the wives of the notables, who 
clad his wife and children in kingly costume and mounting the 
woman in a horse-litter, with tha little child in her lap, walked 
before her to the palace, escorted by the troops and couriers and 


1 "MoLhei of Pi ospcriLie'; " 

2 Tubes of pre-hibioiic Aiabs who weie sent to hell for had lehaviour 
to Piophcts Salih and Hud. See vol tit night cc\iv 

3 "Too much for lum to conic by lawfully, 11 

.j To protect it. The Arab is " Jnli " — high station, dignity. 
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officers. They also lu ought her elder childwm in to the King, 
who made much of them, taking them in his lap and seating them 
by his side ; for they were nine child lch male and the King had 
no son and hen, nor had he been blessed with any child save this 
one daughter, TJmm al-Su’ud hight- Meanwhile, the Queen 
entreated Abdullah's wife with honour, and bestowed favoius on 
her and made her Waziress to her. Then the King hade draw up 
Lhe maniage-contiact between his daiiglitei and Abdullah of the 
Land, 1 who assigned to her, as hei dower, all the gems aud 
precious stones in his possession, and they opened the gates of 
festival. The King commanded by pioclamaliou to decorate the 
city in honour of his daughter’s wedding. Then Abdullah weuL 
in unto the Princess and abated her viiginity. Next morning 
the King looked out of Lhe lattice and saw Abdullah carrying oil 
his head a fish-ciaLe full of fruit- So he called to him, “What 
hast thou there, O my son-in-law, and whither wendest thou ? u 
The fisherman replied, M To my friend Abdullah the Merman n ; 
and the King said, <f O my sondn-law, this is no Lime to go to thy 
comrade. 11 Quoth Abdullah, Cl Indeed, I fear to break ItysL with 
him, lest he reckon me a liar and say—The things of the world 
have diverted thee from me' 1 ; and quoth the King, 11 Thou 
spcalcest sooth; go to thy friend and God help thco! 11 So he 
walked through the city on h\s way to his companion ; and, as 
he went, I10 heard the folk who knew him say, “Theic goeth Lhe 
King’s son-in-law to exchange fruit for gems" ; whilst those who 
knew him not said, <c Ho, fellow, how much a pound ? Come, soli 
to me. 1 ’ And he answered, saying, il Wait till I come back to 
thee," for that h& would not hurt the feelings of any man. Then 

i The European Leader, especially feminine, will Ihlnk this ei haul 
fate for Lhe pious lii&fc wife, but the idea would not occur to the Moslem 
mind. After heating ton children a woman becomes "Umm al-banali \v‘ 
al-bamn a mothei of danghtCLS and sons, and should hold liersdf unfit for 
lovc-cUsport, The seven ages of womankind me thus described by the Aiabs, 
and I translate the lines aftei a well-known (Iiish) model:— 

Fiom ten yems to twenty— 

Of beauty them's plenty. 

Fiom twenty to thirty— 

Fat, fair and aleit t'ye. 

From thirty to foi ty— 

Fads and lasses slio boLe t'ye, 

Fiom forty to fifty— 

An old J mi and shifty. 

From GFty to sixty— 

A sorrow that sticks t'ye, 

Fiom si\Ly to seventy— 

A cm so of God sent t'ye, 

For these and other sentiments upon the subject i>L women and niainage, sec 
l'ilgi image, ii. 285-87. 
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he fared oil till he came to the sea-shore and forgathered with his 
friend Abdullah the Meiman, to whom he delivered the huit, 
leceiving gems in return. He ceased not doing thus till one day, 
as he passed by the baker's oven, he found it closed; and so he 
did Len days, during which time the oven remained shut and he 
saw nothing of the baker. So he said to himself, 14 This is a 
strange thing! Would I wot whither the baker went I " Then 
lie enquired of his neighbour, saying, u O my brother, wlieie is 
thy neighbour the baker and what hath Allah done with him ? " 
and the other responded, 14 O my lord, he is sick and cometh not 
forth of his house.'” Wheie is his house?" asked Abdullah.; 
and the other answcied, ff In such a quarter," So he fared thither 
and enquiied of him ; but when he knocked at the door, the baker 
looked out of window and seeing his friend the fisherman, full 
basket on head, came down and opened the door to him. Abdullah 
entered and throwing himself on the baker embraced him and wept, 
saying, “How dost thou, 0 my fiiend? Every day, I pass by 
thine oven and see it unopened; so I asked thy neighbour, who 
told me that thou wast sick; therefore I enquired for thy house, 
that I might see thee." Answered the baker, 44 Allah requite thee 
for me with all good I Nothing aileth me ; but it reached me that 
the King had taken thee, for that certain of the folk had lied 
against tlice and accused thee of being a robber; wherefore I 
feared and shut shop and hid myself," ,f True," said Abdullah, 
and told him all that had befallen him with the King and the 
Shaykh of the jeweller's bazar, adding, 41 Moreover, the King hath 
given me his daughter to wife and made me his Wazir ”; and, 
after a pause, 14 So do thou take what is in this fisli-basket to thy 
share and fear naught." Then he left him, afLer having done 
away from him his affright, and reLurned with the empty crate to 
the King, who said to him, "O my son-indaw, 'twould seem thou 
hast not forgathered with thy friend the Meiman to-day/ 1 Replied 
Abdullah, 41 I went to him, but that which he gave me I gave tq 
my gossip the bakei, to whom 1 owe kindness. 11 44 Who maybe 

this baker ? " asked the King ; and the fisherman answered, 14 He 
is a benevolent man, who did with me thus and thus in the days 
of my poveLty, and never neglected me a single day nor hint my 
feelings." Quoth the King, “ What is his name ? " and quoth the 
fisherman, 44 His name is Abdullah the Baker; and my name is 
Abdullah of the Land, and that of my friend, the Merman, 
Abdullah of the Sea." Rejoined the King, "And my name 
also is Abdullah; and the servants of Allah 1 are all brethren. 

I Abdullah, as has been said, means 11 servant, or rather, slave of Allah." 
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So send and fetch thy friend the baker, that I may make him 
my Wazii of the left. 1 JP So he scnL for the baker, who speedily 
came to the presence, and the King invested him with the 
Wazirial uniform and made him Wazir of the left, making 

Abdullah of the Land his Wazir of the right.-And Shahiazad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased lu say liei peimilted say. 


JiHalu \vf}cu U touts dje JiUtnc ljjimtirctj anti dFcrhUoutllj JkhnUb 

She continued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, thaL Lhc 
King made Iub scm-in-Ui\v, Abdullah of the Land Wazir of the 
light, and Abdullah the Baker Wazir of the left, In such condition 
the fisherman abode a whole year, eveiy day cai tying foi the 
Merman the crate full of fruit and receiving iL hack full of jewels; 
and when fruit failed fiom the gaidcus, lie can led him raisins 
and almonds, and filberts and walnuts, and figs and so foilh; and 
all that ho brought for him the Merman accepted and returned 
him the fish-basket full of jewels according to his custom. Now 
it chanced one day that he earned him the crate, full of dry’ 1 2 3 
fiuiLs as was his wont, and his friend took them from him, Then 
they sat clown to converse, Abdullah the Fisherman on tho beach, 
and Abdullah the Meunan in the watei near the shore, and dis¬ 
coursed; and the talk went lound between them, till it fell upon 
the subject of sepulckics; whereat quoth the M01111 an r l( O my 
brother, they say that the Piophel (whom Allah assuin and savel) 
is buried with you oil the land. Knowesl thou his tomb ?" 
Abdullah replied, "Yes; it lietli in a city called Yalluib. BM Asked 
the Merman, "And do the people of the land visit iL ? 11 "Yes/ 1 
answered the fisherman; and the other said, " I give you joy, O 
people of the land, of visiting 4 * * thal noble ProphcL and com- 
passionate, which whoso visiteth mcutelh his intercession! Hast 
thou made such visitation, O my brother? " Replied the lisbci- 

1 Again the "Come lo my arnib l ray slighL acquaintance," of Iho AuU- 
Jacobin. 

2 Arab “Nukl." eg Ihe qualm mcndmnts as opposed lo 11 Pakihah ,J = 
fresh fruit, The Persians, a people who delight m gross practical jokes, get 
ihe confectioner to coal with sugar the droppings of sheen and goals, and 
hand them to lhc bulk of Ihe paity This pleasant confection it> called 
■■ Nukl-i-pcshkil "^dung-diagees 

3 The older name of Maulinat al-Nabi, ihe city of lhc Paoplict; \ulg. 
called Al-Madmali fir eMrUnrtaiw Sec vol, id night cchxvi T11 lhc Mac 
and Bui texts we have " Tayyibali" — Ihe goodly, one of llie many lillcb of 
that Holy Oily : see Pilgrimage, 11 ng, 

4 Is T ol "viuling Ihe lomb of, J ' clc., but visiting lhc Prophet himself, who 

Is 5aid lo ha\e declared lhaL 11 Ziyarah *' (visitation) of his tomb wa? in 

religion Lhc eqniv.ilen t of a phonal call npjn hinis»cU. 
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man, “No: for I was poor and had not the necessary sum 1 to 
spend by the way, nor have I been in easy case but since I knew 
thee and thou bestowedst on me this good fortune. But such 
visitaLion behovethmc after I have pilgrimaged to the Holy House 
of Allah,* and naught withholdetli me therefrom but my love to 
Lhce, because I cannot leave thee for one day," Rejoined the 
Merman, “And dost thou set the love of me before the visitation 
of the tomb of Mohammed (whom Allah assain and save!) who 
shall intercede for thee on the Day of Review before Allah and 
shall save thee from the Fire, and through whose inter¬ 
cession thou shalt enter Paradise? And dost thou, for the 
love of the world, neglect Lo visit the tomb of thy Prophet 3 
Mohammed, whom God bless and preserve ? " Replied Abdullah, 
“No, by Allah, I set the visitation of the Prophet's tomb above 
ah else, and I crave thy leave to pray before it this year." 
The Meimail rejoined, “I grant thee leave, on condition that 
when Lhou shalt stand by his sepulchre thou salute him for me 
with the salam. Furthermore, I have a trust to give thee ; so come 
thou with me into the sea, that I may carry thee to my city and 
entertain thee in my house and give thee a deposit; which when 
thou talcest thy station by the Prophet’s tomb, do thou lay thereon, 
saying :—0 Apostle of Allah, Abdullah the Merman saluteth thee 
and sendeth thee this piesent, imploring thine inteicession to save 
him from the Fire." Said the fisherman, u O my bioLher, lliou 
wast created in the water and watei is thy abiding-place and 
doth thee 110 hint, but, if thou shouldst come foith to the land, 
would any harm betide thee?" The Merman replied, “Yes; 
my body would dry up and the breezes of the land would blow 
upon me and I should die," Rejoined the fisherman, “And 
L, vl (ike, tftiUtuoiAJC, oieaterL an tha land. and tend 

1 Aiab ''Nafakah", foi its conditions sec Pdgiimage, in 22*1 I have 
iignin and again insisted upon the Anglo-Indian Government enforcing lha 
regulations of the Faith upon pauper Hindi pilgnms who go to iho Most cm 
Iloly Land as beggars and die of hunger in the streets. To an J, Einpiic of 
Opinion” this is an unmitigated evil (Pilgumagc in, 256), and now, afLei so-mc 
thu ly-foiu yems, theic me signs thal the suggestions of common sense are lo 
be adopted England lias heald of the exliaordmary recklessness and Incon¬ 
sequence of the Eutibh-Indian 11 fellow-subject. 11 

2 The Ka’aliah of Meccah- 

3 When Moslems apply "Nabil” to Mohammed it is in the pecuhai 
scute of " prophet 1 ’ (Tpoi/njTijs)=iaae who speaks hc/<3\a the people, not quo 
who predicts, as such foresight was abjmed by the Apostle. Dr. A. Neubaucr 
(The Athenteum, No. 3031) finds the loot of ri Nabi I” in the Assyuan Nabu 
and Ileb Noob (occiniing in Jixod vii. i 1 "Aaron thy broLlici shall be thy 
piophet ” i Ci oialoi, spcakci befoic llic people), and holds it Lo beaCanaanite 
Lcim which supplanted "Koch" (the Seer) tg, 1 Sanuiel i\. 9 The learned 
Hebraist liaces Llie cult of Nebo, a secondary deity in Assyna, to Palestine 
and Phoenicia, Palmyisi, Edcssa (in the Neb ok of Abgar) and IHcrapohs m 
Syiia 01 Mabug (Nahog ?). 
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abiding-phicci; but, an 1 went down into tins sea, the watci would 
enlei my belly and choke me and I should die.” Retorted the 
other, u Have no loai for that, for I will biing thee an ointment, 
wherewith when thou hast anointed thy body the water will 
do thee no hurt, though thou should pass the lave of thy life 
going about in Lhe great deep : and Ihou shall lie down and rise 
up in the sea and naught shall harm thee.” Quoth the fisherman, 
44 A11 the case be thus, well and good ; but biing me the ointment, 
so that I may make trial of it M ; and quoth the Merman, 44 So be 
it”; then, taking the fish-basket, disappeared, in the depths. He 
was absent awhile, and presently returned with an unguent as it 
were the fat of beef, yellow as gold and sweet of savour. Asked 
the fisherman, lr Whnl is this, O my biother ? " and answered 
the Merman, 44 ’Tis the livei-faL of a kind of fish called the 
Dand&n, 1 which is the biggest of all fishes and Lhe fiercest of oul 
foes. His bulk is gieater than that of any beast of Lhe land, and 
weie lie lo meet i\ camel or an elephant, ho would swallow it at a 
single mouthful/ 1 Abdullah enquired, “ Omy brother, what doth 
this baleful beast? 11 and the Merman replied, 44 lie ealelh of Lhe 
beasts of the sea. Hast thou not hcaid Lhe saying :—Like the 
fishes of the sea: forcible ealetb feeble a ? M 44 True; but have 
you many of these Dandans in the sea ? 11 N Yes, there be many 
of them with us. None can tell their tale save Almighty Allah,” 
44 Verily, I fear lest, if I go down with thee into the deep, a 
cieatuTe of this kind fall in with me and devour me,” “ Have no 
feai : when he seeth thee, he will know thee for a son of Adam 
and will fear thee and flee. Pie dreadeth none in the sea as he 
dreadetli a son of Adam ; for that an he eatetli a man he dieth 
foilluight, because human fat is a deadly poison to this land of 
creature; nor do we called its Uver-speclc save by means of a 
man, when he falleth into the sea and is drowned ; for that his 
semblance becomelh changed and oft-times his flesh is torn; so 
the Dandan eateth him, deeming him the same of the denizens 
of the deep, and dieth. Then we light upon oiu enemy dead and 
hike the speck of bis liver and grease oiu selves so that we can 
over-wander the main in safety Also, wherever there is a son of 
Adam, though there be in that place an hundred 01 two bundled 
or a thousand or more of these beasts, all die forthright an they 

1 I cannot find 11 Dandan " even in Lib Quintus c\e Aqualicis AmmnUbns 
of Lhe learned Sam Bochart's M I-Iicio7oicon” (London, 1G63) and must 
conjecture that as 11 Dandan tf in Persian means a lootli (vol. i njghL xlvi.) 
the wiilei applied it lo a suii-fi.sU or some such, vvcll-faiigecl monster of the 
cl ccp. 

2 A favourite provotb of the Fellah, when he alludas to the Pj.sha and to 

himself. 
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but heal him-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying- her permitted say. 

JR pin Inljni it to tfir JRme fMmtavrt itirt JTxat^-Kftb jRijrK 

She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Abdullah 
of the Sea said to Abdullah of the Land, u And if a thousand or 
more of this kind hear an Adamite cry a single cry, forthright all 
die nor hath one of them power to remove from his place; so, 
whenever a son of Adam falleth into the sea, we take him and 
anoint him with this fat and go round about the depLlis with 
him, and whenever we see a Dandan or two or three 01 more, we 
bid him cry out and they all die foithught for his once crying. 11 
Quoth the fisherman, 14 I pul my trust in Allah’ 1 ; and doffing his 
clothes, buned them in a hole which he dug in the beach ; after 
which he rubbed his body from head to heels with that ointment. 
Then lie descended 111 to the water and diving, opened his eyes and 
the brine did him no hurt. So he walked right and left, and if he 
would, he rose to the sea-face, and if he would, he sank to the 
base, And ho beheld the water as it were a tent over his head , 
yeL it wrought him no hurt Then said the Merman to him, 
n What seest thou, O my brother ? M and said he, u O my brother, 
I see naught save weal 1 ; and indeed thou spakest truth in that 
winch thou saidst to me ; for the water doth me no Jiuit. 11 Quoth 
Lho Merman, ff Follow me." So he followed him, and they ceased 
110L faring oil from place to place, whilst Abdullah discovered be¬ 
fore him and on his light and left mountains of water, and solaced 
himself by gazing thereon, and on the various sorLs of fish, some 
great and some small, which disported themselves in the main. 
Some of them favoured buffaloes, 3 others oxen and others dogs, 
and yet others human beings; buL all to which they drew near 
fled whenas they saw the fisherman, who said to the Menu an, fl O 
my brothei, how is it that I see all the fish to which we drawneai, 
tlee from us afar?" Said the othei, “Because they feai Lhee, for 
all things that Allah hath made fear the son of Adam/ " The fishei- 

1 An euphemistic answer, itubcni/en as the Germans say 

2 It is a temptation to derive tins woid from bceuf a blit I fear that 
the theory will not hold water. The " buffaloes " of Alexandria laughed it to 

hCGl 11 

j Here the wiitei's zoological knowledge is at fault. Animals which 
never or veiy lai-ely sec mail, have no fear of him whatever. Tins is well- 
known Lo those who visit the Gull-fairs at Ascension Island, Santos, and many 
oLher isolated Locks ; the lien birds will peck at the mtiuder’s ankles, but they 
do not li&e fiom olf then eggs For details concerning the M Gull-fair " of the 
Summer Islands consult p 4 r4 The Hlstoiy of the Bermudas," edited by S11 
J. H. Lefroy for the Hakluyt Society, 1882 I have seen birds of Ferhando 
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man ceased not to divert himself "with ihe marvels of the deep, till 
they came to a high mountain and fared on beside it. Suddenly he 
heard a mighty loud cry, and turning, saw some blade Lhing the 
bigness of a camel oi bigger, coming down upon him fiom the 
liquid mountain, and crying out. So he ashed his friend, “What 
is this, O my brother?” and the Merman answered, "This is the 
Dandan. He cometh in search of me, seeking to devour me; so 
cry out at him, O my biother, ere lie reach us, else he will snatch 
me up and devour me.” Accordingly, Abdullah cried out at the 
beast, and behold, it fell down dead, which when he saw, he said, 
41 Glorified be the perfection of God and Mis praise I I smote it not 
with swoid nor knife; how cometh it that, for all the vastness of 
the cieature’s bulk, it could not bear myciy, but died ?“ Replied 
the Merman, 41 Marvel not, for, by Allah, O my biother, were 
there a thousand or two thousand of these creatures, }'el could 
they not endure the cry of a son of Adam.“ Then they walked on 
till they made a city, wliobc inhabitants the fibhciman saw to he 
all women, there being no male among them; so ho said to his 
companion, “O my brother, what city is this, and what are ihc.jc 
women ?" “This is the city of women ; for its inhabitants arc of 
the women of the sea. M “Are there any males among them?" 
“No!" “Then how do they conceive and bear young without 
males 1 ? n “The King of the Sea banisheth them hither,and Lhcy 
conceive not, neither beai chddien. All the women of the sea, 
with whom lie is wroth, ho sendeth to this city, and lhey cannot 
leavo il; for should one of them come forth therefrom, any of 
the beasts of the sea that saw her would eat her. But in 
othei cities of the main tlicie me both males and females. 11 
Thereupon asked the fisherman, “Aie there then othei cities 
than this in the sea?” and the Merman answered, “Tlieieaio 
many. 11 Quoth the iisheunan, “And is there a Sultan over you 
in the sea?’ 1 14 Yes," quoth the Merman. Then said Abdullah, 
"O m3' brother, X have indeed seen many mmvcls in the main I " 
But the Meiman said, 11 And what hast thou seen of Us inmvels 3 ? 


To peak quiolly await a second shot; and hcida of antclopcn, tho most timid 
□ [ animals, in the plains of Soui all-land oivlysUuctl hut were- not staitlccl hy 
liie report of the gun. Dut Arabs arc not the only moralists who wuto 
zoological nonsense; 'witness Lho notable verse, 

Biuls in thcic III Lie nests agiee, 

when llic feathered lubes aic the most pugnacious of bicatlnng beings 

1 Lane finds these details " billy and tucsome, or othei wise objectionable, 1 ' 
ancl omits them. 

2 Meaning, " Thou bast as yet seen lilllc oi nothing." In most IC astern 
tongues a qussLion often cspiessc* ail emphatic asset Lion. See vol 1, 
nig lit in 
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Hast thou not heard the saying:—The marvels of the sea are 
more manifold than the marvels of the land ? ” ,f True,’* rejoined 
the fisherman; and fell to gazing upon those women, whom he saw 
with faces like moons and hair like women’s hair* but their hands 
and feet were in their middle and they had tails like fishes’ tails. 
Now when the Merman had shown him the people of the city, lie 
cauied him forth therefrom and foiewalked him to another city, 
which he found full of folk, both males and females, formed like 
the women aforesaid and having tails; but there was neither 
selling nor buying amongst them, as with the people of the land, 
noL were they clothed, but went all naked and with their shame 
uncovered, Said Abdullah, “O my brother, I see males and 
females alike with their shame exposed, 1,1 and the other said, 
"This is because the folk of the sea have no clothes. ,J Asked 
the fisherman, “And bow do they when they many?" The 
Tvleunnn answered, lf Thcy do not many; but every one who 
taketh a liking to a female doth lus will of her.” Quoth Ab¬ 
dullah, 11 This is unlawful I Why doth he not ask her in marriage 
and dower her and make her a wedding festival and marry her, 
m accordance with that which is pleasing to Allah and His 
Apostle ? ” and quoth the other, “ We are not all of one religion: 
some of us are Moslems, believeis in The Unity, otheis Nazarenes 
and what not else; and each manieth in accordance with the 
oidinanccs of lus cieed; but those of us who marry are mostly 
Moslems. 11 The fishennan continued, “Ye ate naked and have 
neither buying nor selling among you : of what, then, is your 
Wives’ dowLy? Do ye give them jewels and precious stones? 11 
The Mcminn rejoined, “ Gems with us are only stones without 
worth : but upon the Moslem who is minded to marry, they 
impose a dowry of a certain number of fishes of various kinds 
that he must catch, a thousand or two thousand, moie or less 
accoiding to the agreement between himself and the bride’s father. 
As soon as he biingeth the amount requited, the families of lhe 
lnide and biidegioom assemble and eat the matriage-banquet; 
after which the)'’ bring him in to his bride, and lie cntcheth fish 
and teedeth her , or, if he be unable, she catcheth fish and feedelh 
him/’ Enquired the fish ei man, “ And how if a woman commit 
adultery?" and the other replied, “If a woman be convicted ol 

1 Easterns wear asaiule little clothing, but it suffices foi llic essential 
purposes of decency, and tiavellers will live amongst them for years without 
once seeing an accidental ’* exposure of Lhe peison. M In some cases, as with 
the Nubian thong-apron, Lhis demand oT modesty requires not a 111 Lie piactice 
ol lhe imisclcs; and we all know the difference 111 a Scotch kill worn b> a 
Highlander and a cockney sportsman 
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this case, they banish her to the City of Women ; rind if she he 
with child by her gallant, they leave hei till she be delivered; 
then, if she give birth to a girl^ they banish her with her, calling 
her adulteress, daughtei of adulteress, and she abideth a maid 
till she die ; bwt, if the woman give birth to a male child, they 
carry it to the Sultan of the Sea, who putteth it to death," 
Abdullah inaiveiled at this, and the Merman earned him to 
another city and thence to another and yet another, till he had 
diveiled him with the sight of eighty cities, and lie saw the 
people of each city unlike those of every othei. Then said he 
to the Merman, u O my brothel, are there yet other cities i n the 
main?" whereto said the other, 11 And what hast thou seen of 
the cities of the sea and its wondrous spectacles ? By the virtue 
of the noble Prophet, the benign, the compassionate, were I to 
show thee every day a thousand cities for a thousand ycais, and 
in each city a thousand marvels, I should not have shown thee 
one carat of the four-and-twenty carats of the cities of the sea 
and its miiaclcs! I have but shown thee our own province and 
country, nothing more. 0 The fisheiman thus resumed, "0 my 
In other, since this is the case, what I have seen aufficcth 
me, for 1 am a-weary of eating fish, and these fourscore days 

I have been in thy company thou hast fed me, morning and 
nighL, upon nothing but raw fish, neither broiled nor boiled. 1 ' 

II And what is broiled and boiled? 0 “ Wo Inoil fish with fire 

and boil it in water and dress it in various ways nnd make 
many dishes of iL° And how should wo come by fire in 
the sea ? We know not In oiled noi boiled nor aught else 
of the kindt” “ We also fry it in olivc-oiL and oil of sesame* 10 
■"Jfosv' shew Id coiite by oih'e-ob and ad a± &gsxcit& At the 

sea? VciHy, we know nothing of that thou liamesb’ 1 "Tine, 
but O my biothei, thou hast shown me many cities, yet hast 
tliou not shown me thine own city. 1 ' 11 As for mine own city, 
wc passed it a long way, for it is neai the land whence we 
came, and I left it and came with thee hither, thinking only 
to divert thee with the sight of the gienLer cities of the sea." 
a That which I have seen of them sufficcLh mo; and now I would 
hava thee show me thine own city/ 1 M So he it/’ answered 


i Aia.li. 11 Shiiaj M «oil ey tv acted ham Tape-seed but especially ham se¬ 
same The Frisians pionounce it fi Siraj " (apparently imtuvaie that it is 
their own woid 11 film ah " =juico, m Arabic gaib) and have coined a paiticiple 
" lUusaynj,” eg , Xiu-i-musaynj, taint of sesame-oil, applied especially io ilia 
Jews wlio veiy wisely piefer, in Persia and olscwhcie. oil which is wholesome 
lo but Lei which is not. The ft Tos l e n\s> howcvui, declare Unit lLs imm jfleuilcs 
n-o in cooking taints the cxuibuions of the sfin 






No. 49. 

Abdullah the Fisherman and 
Abdullah the Merman. 

"There came Lo him a damsel with a face 
like the rondure of the moon and hair long, hips 
heavy, eyes black-edged and waist slender; but 
she was naked and had a tail. ... In came the 
Merman's wife, who was beautiful of form and 
favour, and with her two children.” 
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Abdullah of the Sea; and, returning- on his traces, carried him 
back thither and said to him, “ This is my city." Abdullah of 
the Land looked and saw a city small by comparison with those 
he had seen ; then lie entered with his comrade of the deep and 
they fared on till they came to a cave. Quoth the Merman, 
n This is my house and all the houses in the city are like this, 
caverns great and small in the mountains; as are also those of 
every other city of the sea. For whoso is minded to make 
him a house must repair to the King and say to him, f I wish 
lo make me a house in such a place,’ Whereupon the King 
sends with him a band of the fish called 'Peckers, 1 * which 
have beaks that cuimble the hardest rock, appointing for their 
wage a ceitain quantum of fish. They betake themselves to 
the mountain chosen by the intended owner and therein 
pierce the house, whilst the owner catcheth fish for them and 
foedeth them, till the cave is finished, when they wend their 
ways and the house-owner takefch up his abode therein. On such 
wise do all the people of the sea , they traffic not one with other 
nor serve each other save by means of fish ; and their food is fish, 
and they themselves are a kind of fish. 2 3 4 " Then he said to him, 
Enter 1 " So Abdullah entered and the Merman cried out, 
saying, “ Ho, daughter mine 1 11 when behold, there came to him 
a damsel with a face like the rondure of the moon and hair long, 
hips heavy, eyes black-edged and waist slender; but she was 
naked and had a tail. When she saw Abdullah of the Land 
she said Lo her sire, [| 0 my father, what is this No B -tail thou 
hast brought with thee ?” He replied, <f O my daughter, this is 
my fiieud of the land, from whom I used to bring thee the fi nits 
of the ground, Come hither and salute him with the salara.” 
So she came forward and saluted the fisherman with loquent 
tongue and eloquent speech ; and her father said to her, n Bring 
meat for our guest, by whose visit a blessing hath betided us 1 "; 
whereupon she biought him two great fishes, each the bigness 
of a lamb, and the Merman said to him, 11 Eat.*’ So he ate for 
stress of hunger, despite himself; because he was tired of eating 
fish and they had naught else save fish. Before long, in came 
the Meiman’s wife, who was beautiful of form and favour, and 
with her two childien, each having in his hand a young fish, 

1 Aial). " Nakkarfin," probably congeners of the redoubtable 41 Dandfln " 

2 Bresl Edit., xi 7S, The Mac says, "They are aJJ fish 11 (Kullu-bnm), 
and the IUiL "Then food (aklu-lium) is fish," 

3 Arab " A^’niY' usually— having thin hair The general teim for lail-lcss 
is "nblai " See Koian, evui 3. when it means child-less 

4 A common formula of politeness. 
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which he crAunched as a man would craimch a cucumber, 
When she saw the fisheiman wiLh her husband, she said, 
11 What is this No-Tail ? " And she and her sons and then 
sister came np to him and fell to examining' the back parts of 

Abdullah of the Land, and saying, "Yea, by Allah, he is 

tail-less ! 11 and they laughed at him, So lie said to the Merman, 
" O my brother, hast thou brought me hither to make me a butt 

and a laughing-stock for thy childien and thy consort ? |J - 

And Shaluazud perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say 
her permitted say. 

jftoU! tolint it toad t[)c piniirrcTr mili XoiljJ-isijd!) JOirrfrtj 

She lesnmed, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that 
Abdullah of the Laud said to Abdullah of the Sea, " O my 

brothei, hast thou hi ought me hither to make me a butt and a 

laughing-stock foi thy children and thy consoit?" Ciied the 
Menu an, ** Pardon, O my brothei ! Those who have no tails 
are lare among us, and whenever one such is found, the Sultan 
takcLh him, to make fun of him, and lie abideth a marvel amongst 
us, and all who see him laugh at him, But, O my brother, 
excuse these young children and this woman, for they lack 
wits.” Then he cried out to his family, saying, c< Silence i M 
so they were afraid and held their peace; whilst he went on to 
soothe Abdullah's mind. Presently, as they were tallciug > behold, 
m came some tea Mermen, tall and strong and stout, and said to 
him, fl O Abdullah, ]L hath reached the King that thou hast wiLh 
Ihee a No-tail of the No-LaiJs of the eaitli." Answered the 
Meunan, t{ Yes ; and this is he; but lie is not of us nor of the 
chifdren of (he sea. He is my fuend of the land and hath come 
to me as a guest and I puipose to carry him back to the land, 11 
Quoth they, " We cannot depart but with him ; so, an thou 
have aught to say, aiise and come with him before the King; 
and whatso thou wouldst say to us, say thou that same to the 
King." Then quoth the Merman to the fisherman, “ 0 m3 
brother, my excuse is manifest, and we may not disobey the King: 
hut go thou with me to him and I will do my best to delim 
thee fiom him, Inshallahl Fear not, for lie deemeth thee of Lho 
cliihlien of the sea; but, when he see Lli thee, he will know thee 
to be of the children of the land, and be will surely entreat 
thee honourably aud restore thee to the land." And Abdullah 
of the Land replied, " ’Tis thine to decide, I will tiust in Allah 
and wend with thee. 11 So he took him and carried him to 
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Lhe King 1 , who, when he saw him, laughed at him and said, 

“ Welcome to the No-tail 1 11 And all who wcie about the 
King began to laugh at him and say, "Yea> by Allah, lie is 
tail-lessJ ,J Then Abdullah of the Sea came forward and 
acquainted the King with the fisheunan’s case, saying, “This 
man is of the children of the land and he is my comrade and 
cannot live amongst us, foL that he Jovetli not the eating of fish, 
except it he fned or boiled, wherefore I desire that thou give me 
leave to resLoic him to the land.” WhereLo the King replied, 
11 Since the case is so, and he cannot live among us, I 
give thcc leave to lcstoie him to his place, after due enteitain- 
ment,” picscntly adding, ,f Idling him lhe guest-meal." So they 
tnoughl lnm fish of various hinds and colours and he ate, in 
obedience to the loyal behest; after which the King said to him, 
11 Ask a boon of me." Quoth he, “I ask of thee that thou give 
me jewels 1 '; and the King said, " Cany him to the jewel-house 
and let him choose that whereof he hath need." So his friend 
cairied him to the jewel-house and lie picked out wlialso bo 
would, after which Lhe Merman brought him back to his own city 
and pulling out a pm sc, said to him, " Take this deposit and lay 
it on the tomb ot the JAophet, whom Allah save and assain!" 
And he took it, knowing not what was tliciein. Then the 
Meiman wenL foitli with him, to hung lum back to land, and by 
the way he heard singing and men y. making and saw a table 
spread with fish, and folk eating and singing and holding mighty 
high festival. So Abdullah of the Land said to his fuend, "What 
aileth these people to rejoice thus? Is theic a wedding among 
them ? " Replied Abdullah of the Son, "Nay; one of Llicm is 
dead.” Asked the fisherman, "Then do ye, when one dieth 
amongst you, Lejoice for him and sing and feast ? M and the 
Meiman answcLod, "Yes: and ye of Lhe land, what do ye? ” 
Quoth Abdullah of the Land, " When one chcth amongst us, we 
weep and keen for him and the women beat their laces and rend 
the bosoms of thcii raiment, in token of mourning for the dead." 
J3ut Abdullah Lire Merman stared at him with wide eyes and said 
to him, " Give me the deposit. ! ” So he gave it to him. Then he 
set him ashore and said to him, u I have broken off onr com¬ 
panionship and our amity; wherefore, from this day for waul thou 
shall no inoio see me, nor I see thee/' Cried lhe fisherman, 
"Why suyst thou this?” and the other said, ,c Aie ye not, O 
folk oi the laud, a deposit of AUali ? 11 "Yes/' "Why then,’ 1 
asked the Meiman, " is H grievous to you that Allah should take 
back His deposit and wherefoie weep ye ovci it? How can I 
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entrust thee with a deposit for the Prophet (whom Allah save and 
assain 0. seeing that, when a child is born to you, ye rejoice in it, 
albeit the Almighty setteth the soul therein as a deposit , and yet, 
when he taketh it again, it is grievous to you and ye weep and 
mourn ? Since it is hard for thee to give up the deposit of Allah, 
how shall it be easy to thee to give up the deposit of the 
Prophet 1 ? Wherefore we need not your companionship. 1 ’ Saying 
thus he left him and disappeared in the sea. Thereupon Abdullah 
of the Land donned his dress and taking the jewels, went up to 
the King, who met him lovingly and rejoiced at his return, saying, 
Jl How dost thou, O my son-in-law, and what is the cause of thine 
absence from me this while ? ” So he told him his tale and 
acquainted him with that which he had seen of marvels in the 
sea, whereat the King wondered. Then he told him what 
Abdullah the Merman had said 3 ; and the King teplied, “Indeed, 
’twas thou wast at fault to tell him this." Nevei theless, he 
continued for some time to go down to the shore and call upon 
Abdullah of the Sea, but he answered him 110L nor came to him ; 
so at last he gave up all hope of him, and abode, lie and the 
King his father-in-law and the families of them both, in the 
happiest of case and the practice of righteous ways, till there 
came to them the Destroyer of delights and the Severer of 
societies and they died alb Wherefore glory be to the Living, 
who dieth not, whose is the empire of the Seen and the Unseen, 
who over all things is Omnipotent and is gracious to His servants 
and knoweth their eveiy intent I And amongst tin? tales they 
tell is the 

TALE OF HARUN AL-RASHID AND ABU 
HASAN, THE MERCHANT OF OMAN. 

The Caliph Hamit A 1 -Rashid was one night wakeful exceedingly; 
so he called Masrur and said Lo him as soon as he came, lf Fetch 
me Ja'afar in haste.” Accordingly, he went out and leturned 
with the Wa^ir, to whom said the Caliph, “O Ja'afar, wakefulness 
hath mastered me this night and forbiddeth sleep from me, nor 
wot I what shall drive it away from me.” Replied Ja'afai, “O 

1 Hresl Edit., ?d 82 , meaning " You will piobably keep it foi yourself 
Abdullah of the Sea is perfectly logical; but giief is not. We weep over the 
deaths of friends mostly foi 0111 own sake theoretically we should lejoicc 
that they are at iest, but practically we are afflicted by the thought that we 
shall never again see their pleasant faces 

2 i e, about lejoiang o*vei the new-borns and mourning o\.ei the dead. 
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Commander of the Faithful, the wise say:—Looking on a mirror, 
entering the Hammam-bath, and hearkening unto song, banish 
care and chagnn, 11 He rejoined, ff O Ja'afar, I have done all this, 
but it hath brought me naught of relief, and I swear by my 
pious forbears unless thou contrive that which shall abate from 
me this insomny, I will smite thy neck.” Quoth Ja'afar, “O 
Commandei of the Faithful, wilt thou do that which I shall counsel 
thee ? ,fc whereupon quoth the Caliph, 11 And what is that thou 
counscllelh ? ” Pie replied, “It is that thou take boat with us 
and drop down Tigris River with the tide to a place called Kara 
al-Simt, so haply we may hear what we never lienid or see wliat 
we never saw, for ’tis said :—The solace of care is 111 one of three 
things, that a man see what he never before saw or hear what 
he never yet heard or head an earth he eist hath never trodden. 
It may be this shall be the; means of remedying thy restlessness, 
O Commander of the Faithful, Inshailah I Thete, on either side 
of the river, are windows and balconies one facing other, and it 
may lie we shall hear or see from one of these, somewhat where¬ 
with our hearts may be heartened." Ja’afar’s counsel pleased 
the Caliph, so he rose from his place and taking with him the 
Wazir and his brother Al-Fazl and Isaac 1 the boon-companion 

and Abu No was and Aim DalaH and Masrur the Sworder- 

And Shahiazad peiceivcd the dawn of day and ceased saying her 
permitted say. 

J! 3 oto lufjw it luiiD' tlic JRiac Ijjuntuxti iinb Jfoiryfldjcntl; 

She said, It hath 1 cached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
Caliph arose fiom Ins seat with Ja*afar and the rest of the party, 
all enteied the wardrobe, wheie Lhcy donned merchant's gear, 
TI1211 they went down to the Tigris and, embarking in a gilded 
boat, chopped down with the stieam, till they came to the place 
they sought, when they heard the voice of a damsel singing to Llie 
lute and chanting these couplets.— 

To him when Lhc wine-cup is near I declare, * While in coppice loud 

sluilletli and trllleith Haz&i, 

“How long tins 1 opining from joys and delight? n Wake up, for this 

life is a bonowed ware 1 n 

Take the clip fiom the hand of the fiicnd who i<* clear ■ With languish¬ 
ing eyelids and liUlguoLoiis air. 

1 1 € Ishak ol Mosul, foi whom see voJ ill. night cchm. The Bred. Edit, 

lias luuil fen Fctzl 

2 Abu Piilaf al-Ijili. a well-known toJdier equally famed for liberality and 
cull me 
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I sowed on his died: a fiesh rose, wlncli amid * His side-locks the 
fiuit of gramdo-ticc l>aio. 

Tliou would st deem that the place where lie tare his fail cheek 1 * 
Were ashe% while cheeks hues incendiary wear. 

Quoth the blamer, 11 Forget him I But vvheie’s my excuse * When his 
hide-face is growing the downiest hair'^ ? ” 

When the Caliph heard this, he said, lt 0 Ja'afar, how goodly is 
that voice I ” and the Wazir replied, n O our loid, never smote 
my healing nught sweeter or goodlier than this singing ! But, 
good my loid, hearing from behind a wall is only half hearing; 
how would it be an we heard it fiom behind a cm tain? 11 QuoUi 
the Caliph, “ Come, O Ja'afar, Jet us play the parasites with the 
master of this house ; and haply we shall look upon the song¬ 
stress, face to face”; and quoth Ja'afai, 11 I hear and I obey,” So 
they landed and sought admittance ; when, behold, tbcie came ouL 
to them a young man, fan of favour, sweet of speech and fluent 
of tongue, who said to them, “ Well come and welcome, O loids 
that honour me with your presence I Enter in ail comfort and 
convenience 1" So they went in (and he with them) to a saloon 
with four faces, whose ceiling was decoiated with gold and its 
walls adorned with ultianiaiinc. 0 At its upper end was a dais, 
whereon stood a goodly ruw of seats 4 and theieon sal ail hundred 
damsels like moons. The housc-inaslei cried out to them and 
they came down fioin their seaLs. Then lie turned to Ja'afar and 
said to him, “ O my lord, I lcuow not the honourable of you from 
the more honourable: Bismillah! deign he that is highesL in rank 
among you favour me by taking the head of the loom, and leL Ins 
brelluen sit each in ins several stead.” So they sat down, Q(\ch 
according to his degLee, whilst Masiur abode standing before them 
in their service; and the host asked them, il O my guests, wiLli 
your leave, shall I set somewhat of food be foie you ? ” and they 
answered, “Yes,” Heating this he bade his handmaids bring 
food, whereupon four damsels with girded waists placed in fiont 
of them a Lable, wild eon weie rare meats of that which flielh 
aud walketh earth and swimmeth seas, sand-giouse and quails, 
and chickens and pigeons; and writLcn on the laised edge of the 
tray were verses such as sorted with the enteitainment. So they 
ale titl they had enough and washed their hands, after which said 

1 Arab. *■ Takhnusli," uljuding to the familiar piactice of tcaung face [Mid 
hair in Rrief for a loss, a death, etc 

2 When he is m the very piinie of life 

3 Aiab. "Lazuwaid: see vol. u rn^ht cxxxiv, 

4 Arab " Sidillali “ The Hies Fdit (v. qq), has 11 a conch of ivaiy tiiid 
ebony, whcieon was that which befitted it of nuttiasses and cushions * * * * 
and on it Eve damsels M 
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the young man, H 0 my lords, if you have any want, let us know 
it, that we may have the honour of satisfying it,” They leplied, 
“ ’Tis well: we came not to thy dwelling save foi the sake of a 
voice we heard from behind the wall of thy house, and we would 
fain hear it again and know her to whom it belongcth. So, an 
thou deem right to vouchsafe us this favour, it will be of the 
geneiosity of thy nature, and after, we will return whence we 
came," Quoth the host, “Ye are welcome” ; and turning to a 
black slave-girl, said to her, “Fetch me thy mistiess SucU-an- 
one.” So she went away and returning with a chair of clnnaware, 
cushioned with brocade, set it down ; then withdrew again and 
pLesently leturned with a damsel, as she were the moon on the 
night of its full, who sal down on the chair. Then the black girl 
gave her a bag of satin wherefrom she brought out a lute, inlaid 

with gems and jacinths and furnished with pegs of gold.-And 

Shahiazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say liei per¬ 
mitted say. 

jfroki toljen K Iujus tj>c Jf 3 mc IJunitJvrtf anti JFoiftpsciffJtl; 

She conLinued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the damsel came foi ward, she took her seat upon the chair and 
brought out from its case a lute, and behold, it was inlaid with 
gems and jacinihs and furnished with pegs of gold. Then she 
tuned its strings, even as saith the poet of her and her lutein 
these lines:— 

She sits it 111 lap like a mother fond * And she sUikcs the stiings that 
can make it speak . 

And ne’ci siniteth hei right an injurious touch » But her left repairs of 
her right the wieak. 1 

Then she 5Unified the lute to her bosom, bending over it as mother 
bondetli over babe, and swept the strings winch complained as 
child to mother coniphiineth , aftei which she played upon it and 
began improvising these couplets :— 

And Time my lover lcstorc me I’ll blame him fain, « Saying, 41 Pass, 
O my dear, the bowl, and in passing chain 
The wine which haLh never mixed with the heart of man * But he 
passes Lo joy from annoy and to pic as me from paiIl. ,, 

Then Zephyr arose to his task of sustaining the cup: « Didst e'er see 
full Muon that in hand the slat hath 111*011 J ? 

x ic as bhe untunes the lute by "pinching* 1 the strings over-chcit-qdly 
With liei right, her olhei hand iciunc's it by turning the pegs. 

z re, ihe slim cupbcaier (Zejihyi) and fair-faced glil (Moon) handed 
round the bubbling bowl 
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How oft I talked tlno' the night, when its founded Lane ■ Shed on 
darkness of Tigris' bank a beamy min I 
And vlien Lima sank in the West 'twas as though she'd wave * O'er 
the length of tlic watery waste a gilded glaive. 

When she had made an end of her veise, she wept with soie weep¬ 
ing and all who were in the place wept aloud till they were well- 
nigh dead ; nor was there one of them but took leave of his wits 
and rent his raiment and beat his face, for the goodliness of her 
singing. Then said Al-Rashid , 11 This damsel's song verily denoteth 
that she is a lover depaited from her beloved." Quoth her master, 
tf She hath Lost father and mother"; but quoth the Caliph, M This 
is not the weeping of one who hath lost mother and father, 
but the yearning of one who hath lost him she loveth," And he 
was delighted with her singing and said to Isaac, "By Allah, 
never saw I her like ! 11 and Isaac said, “Q my loid, indeed I 
marvel at her with ulterest maivel and am beside myself for 
delight." Now Al-Rashid wiLh all this stinted not to look upon 
the house-master and note his charms and the daintiness of ins 
fashion ; but he saw on his face a pallor as he would die; so he 
turned to him and said, “Ho, youth 1 n and the oLher said, 
l£ Adsuin* — at thy service, O my loid." The Caliph asked, 
“Knmvest thou who we are ? " and he answered, 11 No." Quoth 
Ja’nfar, “Wilt thou that 1 tell thee the names of each of us?” 
and quoth the young man, “ Yes when the Wazir said, “ This 
is the Comiuaudev at the Faithful, descendant of the uncle ef the 
Piince of the Apostles," and named to him the othcis of the com¬ 
pany I after which quoth AJ-Rashid, “I wish that thou acquaint 
me wiLh the cause of the paleness of thy face, whether it be 
acquired or nalmal from thy birth-tide.” Quoth ho, “O Prince of 
True Believeis, my case is wondrous and my affair mai vellous, 
were it graven with gravers on the eye-corneis it were a Warner Lo 
whoso will be warned/' Said the Caliph, “Tell it to me: haply 
thy healing may be at my hand." Said the young man, “O 
Commander of the Faithful, lend me thine ears and give me Lhy 
whole mind." And he, “ Come; tell it me, for thou makest me 
long to heat it. 1 ’ So the young man began —Know then, O 
Prince of True Believers, that I am a meichant of the meichants 
of the sea and come from Oman city, where my sire was a trader 
and a very wealthy trader, having thirty ships trafficking upon the 
main, whose yearly hue was thirty thousand dinars; and he was a 
generous man and had taught me wilting and all whereof a wight 
hath ueed. When Ins UisL hour drew near, he called me to him 
and gave me the customary charge J then Almighty Allah took 
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him and admitted him to His mercy and may He continue the 
Commander of the Faithful on life I Now my late father had 
partneis trading with his coin and voyaging on the ocean, So one 
day, as I sat in my house with a company of merchants, a certain 
of my seivants came in to me and said, “O my lord, there is at 
the door a man who cravcth admittance to thee! ,T I gave leave, 
and he came in, bearing on his head a something covered. He 
set it down and uncovered it, and behold it was a box wherein 
were fiuits out of season and herbs conserved in salt and fresh, 
such as are not found in our land. I thanked him and- gifted him 
with an hunched dinars, and he went away grateful, Then I 
divided these things amongst my filends and guests who were 
present and aslced them whence they cam-e. Quoth they, 11 They 
come from Bassorah, 11 and praised them and went on to pour tray 
the beauties of Bassorah and all agreed that Lhere was naught iti 
the world goodlier than Baghdad and its people. Then they fell 
to describing Baghdad and the line manners of its folk and the 
excellence of its air and the beauty of its ordinance, till my soul 
longed for it and all my hopes clave to looking upon it, So I aiose 
and selling my houses and lands, ships and slaves, negioes and hand¬ 
maids, I got together my good, to wit, a thousand thousand dinars, 
besides gems and jewels, wherewith I freighted a vessel and setting 
out therein with Lhe whole of the property, voyaged awhile. Then 
I hired abaiqueand embarking therein with all my moneys, sailed 
up the liver some days till we arrived at Baghdad. I enquired 
where the in etchants abode and what pait was pleasantest for 
domicile and was answeied, “The Karkh quaiter," So I went 
thither and hiring a house in a thoroughfare called the Street of 
Saffron, tuinsported all my goods to it and took up my lodging 
therein fen some time. At last one day, which was a Friday, I 
sallied forth to solace myself taking with me somewhat of coin, 
I went first to a cathedral-mosque, called the Mosque of Mansur, 
where the Friday sol vice was held, and when we had made an end 
of congregational prayers, I fared forth with the folk to a pJace 
higlit Kaui al-Sirat, where I saw a tall and goodly mansion, with 
u balcony ovei looking the river-bank and pierced wiLh a lattice- 
window. So I betook myself tluthei with a company of folk and 
sighted Lhcici an old man sitting handsomely clad and exhaling 
perfumes. His beard foiked upon his bieast in two waves like 
siLver-whe, and about him were four damsels and five pages. So I 
said lo one of the folk, “ What is the name of this old man and 
what is his business ? " and the man said, “ IIis name is Tahir 
ibn al-AUia, and he is a keeper of girls; all who go in lo him eat 
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And drinlr and look upon fair faces/’ Quoth I, tr By Allah, this 
long while have I wandered about in seaich of something like 

this I -And Sliahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

saying her permitted say. 

J]3oto it bad tJj c J0mt null JTcirty'ftmty JQijrfjfc 

She pursued, ft hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
young' merchant cried, 41 By Allah this long while I have gone 
about in search of same tiling lilce Lliis!” So I went up to the 
Shaykh, O Commander of the Faithful, and saluLing lmn said to 
him , fi O my lord, I need somewhat of thee I ” He replied, “What 
is thy need?" and 1 rejoined, lf ’Tis my desire to be Ihy guest 
to-night/’ He said, “ With all my heait; but, O my son, with me 
are many damsels, some whose mghL is ten dinars, some foLty and 
others more. Choose which thou wilt have. 1 ' Quoth I, *■ J 
choose her whose night is ten dinars.” And t weighed out to him 
three hundred dinars, the price o£ a month; whoieupon he com¬ 
mitted me to a page, who can led me to a Ham mam within the 
house and served me with goodly service. When I came out of 
the Bath he biought 111c to a chambei and knocked at the dooi, 
whei0upon out came a handmaid, to whom said he, “Take thy 
guest I” She met me with welcome and cordiality s laughing and 
rejoicing, and brought me into a mighty fine room clecoiated with 
gold. I considered her and saw her like the moon un the night of 
its fulness, having in attendance on hei two damsels as Lliey were 
constellations. She made me sit and, seating hut self by my side, 
signed to hei slave-gills, who set befoie 11s a tniy covered with 
dishes of various kinds of meats, pullets and quails and sand- 
giouse and pigeons. So we ate our sufficiency, and ncveL in my 
life ate I aught more delicious than this food. When we had eaten 
she bade remove the Liay and set on Lhc service of wine and 
flowers, sweetmeats and fruits, and I abode with her a month m 
such case. At t lies end of that Lime, I repaned Lo Lhe Bath; then, 
going to the old man, I said to him, kt O my loid, I want her 
whose night is Lwenty dinais/’ ** Weigh down the gold/’ said lie, 
So I fetched money and weighed 011L to him six hundred dmais 
for a month’s hiie, whereupon he called a page and said io him, 
41 Take thy lord heic.” Accordingly, he earned me to the 
rlammam and thence to the door of a chamber, whereat he 
knocked and there came out r handmaid, iu Avliom quoth he, 
£l Take thy guest! ” She received me with the goodliest reception 
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and I found in attendance on her four slave-guls 3 whom she 
comniftuded to bring food. So they fetched a tiay spread with 
all manner mcaLs, and I ate. When I had made an end of 
eating and the tray had been removed* she took the kiLe and sang 
thereto these couplets :— 

O waf tings of musk from the Babcl-land ! * Bern a message fiom me 

which my longings have planned 

My troth is pledged to that place of yours, * And to friends there 

'biding—a noble band ; 

And wherein dwells she whom all loveis love « And would hend, but 

she cometh to no man’s hand. 

I abode with her a month, aflei' which 1 returned to the Shaykh 
and said to him, “ I want the forly dinar one." “ Weigh out the 
money," said he. So I weighed out to him twelve hundred 
dinars* the mensual hire, and abode with her one month as it 
were one day, for what I saw of the comeliness of her semidance 
and the goodliness of her converse. After this I went to the 
Shaykh one evening and heard a gLeat noise and loud voices; so 
I asked him, “What is to do ? " and he answered, saying, " This 
is the night of oar xemarkablest nights, when all souls embark on 
the river and clivext themselves by gazing one upon other, Hast 
thou a mind to go up to the roof and solace thyself by looking 
at the folk ?” " Yes," answeicd I, and went up to the Lei 1 ace- 

roof, 1 2 whence I could see a gathering of people with flambeaux 
and cressets, and great mirLh and meirnnenL, Then I went up to 
Lhe end of the toof and beheld theie, behind a goodly ciutain, a 
little chambei m whose midst stood a couch of junipei Mvood 
phi Led with shimmering gold and coveied with a handsome carpet. 
On this sat a lovely young lady, confounding all behoideis with 
hei beauty and comeliness and synnnetiy and peifect grace, and 
by hei side a youth, whose hand was on her neck; and lie was 
kissing hei and she kissing him. When 1 saw them, O Prince of 
Tme Believe! s, I could not contain myself noi knew where I was, 
so dazed and dazzled was I by her beauty: but, when I came 

1 Audi " Al-Sath, 1 * whence the Span Azolen, The lines that follow are 
from the Dlo si lhlil r v 110 

2 Tins M 'Ar'ar" is probably Lhe Callihis qnadiivah '13 whose lesiri 
(•* Sand.u.ie”) is impoitcd as vainish fiom African MogarVit 10 England. 
Also called Lhe Thuja, U is of cypiess shape, slow growing and finely veined in 
ihe lower part of the base Most tiavelleis arc agieed that it is theCitius-Liee 
of Roman Mauiitanm, concerning which Pliny (\m 29) gives cuiious details, 
a single table costing from 1 million ounces (/yao) to 1,400,000 Por other 
delails see p. 95, "Maiocco and the Moois," by my late fncncl Dr Leaiccl 
(London , Sampson Low, 1876). 
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down, 1 questioned the damsel with whom 1 was and described 
the young lady to her. 11 WliaL wilt thou with hci ? M asked she; 
and I, "She hath taken my wit.” “ O Abu al-Hasan, hast thou 
a mind to her?” "Ay, by Allah! for she hath captivated my 
heart and soul” "This is the daughter of Tahir ibn al-Alaa; 
she is our mistress and we are all her handmaids; but 
knowest thou, 0 Abu al-Hasan, what be the price of her night 
and her day ? n “No! 11 "Five hundred dinars, for she is a 
regret to the heart of Kings 1 l M "By Allah, I will spend all I 
have on this damsel 1 " So saying I Jay, heaitsore for desire, 
Lhrough the livelong night till Lhe morning, when I lepaired to the 
Haimnam and presently donned a suit of the richest loyal raiment 
and betaking myself to Ibn al-Alaa, said to him, “ O my lord, I 
want her whose night isfive hundred dinais.” Quoth he, "Weigh 
down the money 11 So I weighed out to him fifteen thousand 
dinars for a month's hire and he took them and said to the page, 
t{ Carry him to thy mistiess Sucli-an-one I ,f Accordingly, he took 
me and carried me to an apartment, than which my eyes never 
saw a goodlier on the earth's face and theie I found the young 
lady seated. When I saw her, O Commander of the Faithful, 
my reason was confounded with her beauty, foL she was like the 

full moon on its fourteenth night,-And Shahmzad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

iQolu it luntf t&c 43 fnc {MMlucZr aid? JFifhctb jfihg/jh 

She resumed, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
young man continued to describe before the Prince of Tuie 
Believers lhe young lady's characteristics, saying —She was like 
the full moon on her fourteenth night, a model of grace and 
symmetiy and loveliness. Her speech shamed the tones of the 
lute, and it was as it were she whom the poet meant in these 
verses 2 ;— 


A fair one, to idolaters if she her face should show, They’d leave their 
idols aiul her face for only Lord would know 
If in the Eastward she appeared unto a inorrl<,foi siuc, He’d cease fioui 
turning to the West and to lhe East bend low ; 

And if into the bnny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt 
sea’s floods straight Iresli and sweet would grow. 


lie Kings might sigh foi her in vain. 

2 These lines are in night deerkvi I quote Mr Payne, 
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And how excellent is the saying of another:— 

I looked at lier one look and that dazed mo * Such rarest gifts of mind 
and fuun to sec, 

When doubt inspiicd her that I loved licr, and * Upon her cheeks the 
doubt showed showily. 

I saluted hei and she said to me, “ Well come and welcome, and 
fair welcome f ,J and taking me by the hand, O Prince of True 
BelieveiSj made me sit down by her side ; whereupon, of the 
excess of my desire, I fell a-weeping for fear of severance, and 
pouring forth the tears of the eye, recited these two couplets:— 

T love the nights of parting though I joy not in the same, * Time haply 
may exchange them for the booms of Union-day : 

And the clays (li.it bring Union I unlove for single thought, ■ Seeing 
everything in life lacking steadfastness of stay. 

Then she strave to solace me with soft sweet speech, but I was 
drowned in the deeps of passion, fearing even in union the pangs 
of disunion, for excess of longing and ecstasy of passion ; and I 
bethought me of the lowe of absence and estrangement and 
repeated these two couplets :— 

I thought of estrangement in her einbiace * And sny eyes rained teais 
red as ’Andam-wood. 

So I wiped the drops on that long white neck , * For camphor 1 is wont 
to stay How of blood. 

Then she bade bung food and there came four damsels, high- 
bosomed girls and virginal, who set before us food and fruits and 
confections and flowers and wine, such as befit none save kings. 
So, O Commander of the Faithful, we ate, and sat over our wine, 
compassed about with blooms and herbs of sweet savour, in a 
chamber suitable only for kings. Presently, one of her maids 
brought her a silken bag, which she opened and taking thereout 
a lute, laid it in her lap and smoLe its strings, whereat it com¬ 
plained as child compbiineth to mother, and she sang these two 
couplets ,— 

Dunk not pure wine except from hand of slender youth * Like wine 
for daintiness and like him eke the wine: 

For wine no joyancc brings to him who chains the cup * Save bring 
the cup-boy cheek as fair and fain and fine. 

So I abode with her, 0 Commander of the Faithful, month after 
month in similar guise, till ail my money was spent; wherefore I 

1 A most misavouiy campaiisoa to a Persian who always connects 
camphor with the idea of a coipse, 
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began to bethink me of sepal a Lion as I sat with her one day and 
my tears railed down upon my checks like lills, and [ became not 
knowing night from light. Quoth sho, " Why dost thou weep? 11 
and quoth I, M O light of mine eyes, I weep because of our 
parting. 11 She asked, 11 And what shall part me and. thee, O my 
lord ? ” and I answered, "By Allah, O my lady, from the day I 
came to thee, thy father hath taken of me, for every night, five 
hundred dinais, and now I have nolhmg left. Right soothfast is 
the saw:—Penury maketh strangerhood at home and money 
maketh a home in strangeiliood; and indeed the poet speaks 
truth when he saitlv.— 

Lack of good is exile to man at home, * And money shall house him 
where’er he loam." 

She replied, " Know that it is my father’s custom, whenever a 
merchant abidetli with him and hath spent all his capital, to 
entertain him Lhree days; Llien doth he put him out and he may 
return to us nevermore- But keep thou thy seciet and conceal 
thy case and I will so contrive that thou shall abide with me till 
such time as Allah wilt 1 ; for, indeed, there is in my heart a great 
love foi thee, Thou must know that all my fathei’s money is 
under my hand and lie wotteth not its full tale ; soeveiy morning, 
I will give thee a purse of five hundred dinais which do thou offer 
to my siie, saying,—Henceforth, I will pay thee only clay by 
day. He will hand the sum to me, and I will give it to thee 
again, and we will abide thus till such time as may please Allah, 1,1 
Thereupon I thanked her and kissed her hand , and on this wise, 
O Prince of Tine Believers, 1 abode wiLh hoi a whole yeai, till it 
chanced on a certain day Lhat she heat one of hei handmaids 
grievously and the slave-gut said, l< By Allah, I will assnuedly 
toitmo thy heart, even as thou hast toitured me l M So she went 
LG Lhe girl's liilhci and exposed to him all Lhat had passed, first 
and last, which when Tahir Ibn Alaa heard he arose foithvight 
and coming in to me, as I sat with his daughtci, stud* “ IIo, Such- 
an-one! ” and I said, "At tliy service.” Quoth he, “ Tis our 
wont, when a merchant grow poor with us, to give him hospitality 
three days; but thou bast had a year with us, eating and drinking 
and doing what thou wouldsL" Then lie tinned to his pages and 
ciied to them, "Pull off lus clothes. 11 They did as he bade them 
and gave me ten chrhams and an old sailL worth five silveis ; after 
which he said to me, " Go foith; I will not beat thee nor abuse 


i Amb, 11 lift ma sliiia’ Uab , 11 t e, as long- as y oil like 
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thee ; but wend fchy ways and if thou tarry in this town, thy 
blood be upon thine own head,” So I went foith, 0 Commander 
of the Faithful, m my own despite, knowing not whither to hie, 
for had fallen on my heart all the Uouble in the world and I was 
occupied with sad thought and doubt. Then I bethought me of 
the wealth which I had biought from Oman and said in myself, 
11 I came hither with a thousand thousand din ms, part price 
of thirLy ships, and have made away with it all in the house 
of yonder ill-omened man, and now I go forth fiom him, bare 
and broken-hcaited I But theie is no Majesty and thcie is no 
Might save in Allah, the Glonous, the Great 1 " Then I abode 
three days in Baghdad, without tasting meat or drink, and 
on the foul til day seeing a ship bound for Bassoiah, I took 
passage in her of the owner, and when we leached our port, 
I landed and went into the bazai, being soie an-hungered, 
Piesonlly, a man saw me, a giocer, whom I had known afoLc- 
time, and coming up to me, embiaccd me, for he had been my 
friend and my father's fiiend before me, Then he questioned 
me of my case, seeing me clad in those Latteicd clothes, 
so I told hull nil that had befallen me, and he said, “By Allah, 
tins is not the act of a sensible man 1 But after this that hath 
befallen thee, what dost thou piupose to do?” Quoth I, “I know 
not what I shall do ,J ; and quoth he, “Wilt thou abide with me 
and wiitc my outgo and income and thou shalt have two dirhams, 
a day, ovei and above ihy food and chink ? 11 I agioed to tins and 
abode with him, O Prince of Tine Believers, selling and buying, 
till I had gotten an hundred dinars ; when I lined me an uppci 
chtimbei by the liver-side, so haply a ship should come up with, 
merchandise, that I might buy goods with the dinaus and go back 
with them to Baghdad. Now it foiiuned that one day, (here came 
ships wiLh merchandise, and all the merchants lesoiledto them to< 
buy, and 1 wcnL wiLh them on board, when behold, there came- 
two men out of the hold and setting Lheinsalves chairs on the 
deck, sat down thereon. The merchants addressed themselves to* 
the twain with in Lent to buy, and the man i>aid to one of the crew, 
“Bung the caipet.” Accoidingly, he brought the carpet and 
spread it, and anoLher came with a pair of saddle-bags, whence 
he took a budgeL and emptied it on the carpet, and our sights 
were dazzled with that which issued therefrom of pearls and corals, 
and jacinths and cainclians and other jewels of all sorts and 

colouis.-And S Indira zad perceived the dawn of day and ceased. 

saying her permitted say. 
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She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the young 
merchant, after recounting to the Caliph the matter of the bag 
and its containing jewels of all sorts, continued:—Presently, O 
Commander of the Faithful, said one of the men on the chairs, 
“O company of merchants, we will sell but tins to-day, by way of 
spending-money, for that we are weaiy. M So the merchants fell 
to bidding one against other for the jewels and bid till the price 
leached four hundLed dinais. Then said to me the owner of the 
bag (for he was an old acquaintance of mine, and when he saw me, 
he came down to me and saluied me), “Why dost thou not speak 
and bid like the rest of the merchants ? ” I said, 11 O my lord, by 
Allah, the shifts of foitime have uni against me and I have lost 
my wealth and have only an bundled dinais left in the world. 11 
Quoth he, "O Omani, after this vast wealth, can only an 
hundred dinais remain to thee ? " And I was abashed before 
him and my eyes filled with tears; whereupon he looked at me 
and indeed my case was grievous to him- So he said to the 
merchants, “ Bea.i witness against me that I have sold all that is 
in this hag of various gems and piecious stones to this man for 
ail bundled gold pieces, albeit I know them to be worth so many 
thousand dinars, and this is a piescnt from me to him." Then 
he gave me the saddJe-bag and the carpet, wiLli all the jewels 
that weic thereon, for which I thanked him, and each and every 
of the merchants piesent piaised him, Piesently I can led all 

this to the jewel-maikel and sat there to sell and buy. Now 

among the piecious stones was a round amulet of the hanrtiwoilc 
of llie masters, 1 2 * * weighing half a pound: iL was led of the 
bnghlcst, a camelian on both whose sides wei e giavcn chaiacts 
and characters, like the tracks of ants; but I knew not its worLh. 
I sold and bought a whole year, at the end of which I took the 
amulet 9 and said, “ This hath been with me some while, and I 
know not what it is nor what may be its value/ 1 So I gave it to 
the broker who took it and went round with it and lelurned, 
saying, 11 None of the meichants will give me more than ten 
■dnhams for it/ 1 Quoth I, “I will not sell it at that price"; 

.and he threw it in my face and wenL away. Another day I 


1 ie of gratuaiye 

2 Aisib " Ta'wiz ” =tho Arab TUsism, our Talisman, a cluum, an amulet; 

ancl in India mottly a magic square The subject is complicated and occupies 

,tn Iluklots some sixty pages, 222-284 
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again offered it for sale and its price reached fifteen dirhams; 
whereupon I took it from the broker in anger and threw it back 
into the tray. But a few days aflei, as I sat in my shop, there 
came up to me a man, who boie the traces of travel, and 
saluting me, said, <f By thy leave, I will turn over what thou hast 
of wares." Said I, 11 ’Tis well," and indeed, O Commander of the 
Faithful, I was still wroth by reason of the lack of demand for 
the talisman. So the man fell to turning over my waies, but 
took nought thereof save the amulet, which when he saw, he 
kissed his hand, and cried 11 Praised be Allah I " Then said he 
to me, M 0 my lord, wilt thou sell Lhis ? " and I leplied, "Yes," 
being still angiy. Quoth he, “ What is its price ? M And I 
asked, 14 How much wilt thou give?" He answered, “ Twenty 
dinars " : so I thought lie was making mock of me and exclaimed, 
"Wend thy ways." But he resumed, ft I will give thee fifLy 
dinars for iL," I made him no answer, and he continued, 11 A 
thousand dinars." But I was silenL, declining to reply, whilst he 
laughed at my silence and said, “Why dost thou not leturii me an 
answer ?" " Hie Lhee home," repeated I, and was like to quanel 

with him. But he bid thousand after thousand, and I still made 
him no reply, till he said, "Wilt thou sell it for twenty thousand 
dinars?" I still thought he was mocking me; but the people 
gathered about me and all of them said, f * Sell to him, and if he 
buy not, we will all up and at him and diub him and thrust him 
forth the city." So quoth I to him, 11 Will thou buy or dost thou 
jest ? " and quoth he, 11 Will thou sell or dost thou joke ? " I said, 
"I will sell if thou wilL buy"; then he said, " I will buy it for 
thitty thousand dinars , lake Lhem and make the baigain"; so I 
cued to the bystanders, "Bear witness against him/ 1 adding to 
him, "But on condition that thou acquaint me with the viitues and 
piofil of this amulet for which thou payest all this money." Pie 
answered, li Close the baigain, and 1 will tell thee Lhis" ; I rejoined, 
"I sell it to thee"; and he letorted, "Allah be witness of that 
which thou sayst and testimony l" Then he biouglit out the 
gold, and giving it to me, took the amulet, and set it in his bosom; 
after which he Lurned to me and asked, " Art thou content ? ,J 
Answered I, "Yes"; and said he to the people, 11 Bear witness 
against him that he hath closed the baLgain and touched the 
puce, thirty thousand dinars." Then he turned Lo me and said, 
“Haikye, my pool fellow, hadst thou held back from selling, by 
Allah I would have bidden thee lip to an handled thousand 
dmais, nay, even to a thousand thousand l" When I heard these 
words, 0 Commander of the Faithful, the blood lied my face, and 
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fiom that day thcie oveicaine it this pallor thou seest. Then said 
I to him* 11 Toll mo the reason of lhi£>, and what is the use of this 
amulet.” And he unsweied, saying, “Know that the King of 
Ilnid hath a daughter. Never was seen a thing fairer than 
she, and she is possessed with a falling sickness. 1 So the King 
summoned the Scnbef, and men of science and Divines, but none of 
them could lelieve her of this. Now 1 was present m the assembly, 
so I said to him —O King, I know a man called Sa'adu’llah the 
Babylonian, than whom there is not on the face of the earth one 
moie mas Icily in these matters, and if thou see fit to send me 
to him, do so. Said he;—Go to him; and quoth I;—Bung me 
a piece of cornelian. Accoulingly, lie gave me a great piece of 
cainelian and an hunched thousand clinais and a piesent, which 
I took, and with which I betook myself lo the land of Babel. 
Then I sought out the Shaykh, and when he was shown to me 
I deh\creel to him the money and the picscnt, which he accepted, 
and sending foi a lapidary, bade him fashion the Canadian into 
this amulet. Then lie abode seven monLhs in observation of the 
stais, till he chose out an auspicious time for eiigiavmg it, when 
lie gtaved upon it these tahsmanic chaiactcis which thou seest, 

and I took it and lctuined with it to the King/’-And Shahiazad 

petceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her pcrniiLLad say. 

J!2oto lujnt it luclef ti)t film Ijhmtii’cli nittr JTift^tfcrrmir fil\^t 

She continued, It hath 1 cached me, O auspicious King, that the 
young man said to the Commandei of the Faithful:— Cf So after llie 
Shaykh had spoken, I took this talisman ami leturned with it to 
the King. Now the Princess was bound with four chains, and 
every night a skive-giil lay with hei and was found in the morning 
with her throat cut. The King took the amulet and laid it upon 
his daughter, who was stiaightway made whole. AL this he le- 
joiced with exceeding joy and invested me with a vesl of honour, 
and gave alms of much money; and he caused <*cL the amulet in 
the Princess's necklace. It chanced one day that she embarked 
with her women m a ship and went fora sail on the sea. Picsently, 
one of her maids put out her hand to her to spoiL with her, and 
the necklace biakc asunder and fell into the waves. luom lhaL 


i The Bill anil Mac Edits give the I’nucess's malady, in en 01, as Dfta 
nl-SudA' (megums), instead of l>aa al-Sai ’ (epilepsy), as in the IliesI Edit, 
'I he latter would mean that she is possessed by a demon, again thu old 
Scbptvusd fancy (see vol iiv tngliL cccImn ) 
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hour the possessor 1 of the Princess returned to her, wherefore 
great giief betide d the King, and he gave me much money, saying, 
Go thou to Shaykh Sa'ndu'llah and let him make her another 
amulet in lieu of that which is lost, I journeyed to Babel, 
but found the old man dead; whereupon I returned and told the 
King, who sent me and ten others to go round about in all 
countues so haply we might find a lemedy for hei : and now Allah 
hath caused me happen on it with thee. ,J Saying these words, he 
took from me the amulet, O Connnandei ot the Faithful, and 
went his ways. Such, then, is the cause of the wanness of my 
complexion. As for me, I repaired to Baghdad, cairying all my 
wealth with me, and took up my abode in the lodgings where I 
lived wlnlomc. On the moirow, as soon as it was light, I donned 
mydiess and betook myself to the house of Tahir ibn al-Alaa, 
that haply I might see her whom I loved, for the love of her 
had never ceased to inciease upon my hearL. But when I 
came to his home, I saw the balcony broken down and the 
lattice lmilded up, so I stood awhile, pondering my case and 
the shifts of Time, till there came up a servingmian, and I 
questioned him, saying, “What hath God done with Tahir 
il>n al-Alaa?" He answeLed, n O my brother, he hath repented 
to Almighty Allah*" Quoth I, “What was the cause of his 
repentance?*' and quoth he, “G my brother, in such a yeai 
there came to him a merchant, by name Abu al-llasan the Omani, 
who abode with his daughter awhile till lus wealth was all spent, 
when the old man turned him out, broken-hearted. Now the 
gill loved him with exceeding love, and when she was parted 
from him she sickened of a sore sickness and came nigh upon 
death. As soon as her faLhcr knew how it was with her, he sent 
after and sought for Abu ah Hasan through the lands, pledging 
himself to bestow upon whoso should pioduce him an hundred 
thousand dinars; hut none could find him nor come on any trace of 
him ; and she is now haul upon death,” Quoth I, 11 And how is 
it with her sue ?” and quoth the servant, M lie hath sold all his 
giUs, for grief of that which hath befallen him, and hath repented 
to Almighty Allah." Then asked I, “ What wouldst thou say to 
him who should diiect thee to Abu al-Hasan the Omani?" and 
he answered, u Allah upon thee, O my biothci, that thou do this 
and quicken my povcrLy and the poverty of my paients 0 !" I 
rejoined, il Go to her father and say to him, Thou owest me the 

1 Aiab " Ah'Aiiz M = the demon who possessed hei 

2 l e he hath ienounced Ins infamous LuUJic 

3 Alluding Lo the favouute Enslein saying, ,f The pool man halh no life.** 
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reward foi good news, for that Abu ab Hasan the Omani & tan doth 
at the door.” With this he set off Hotting, as he were a mule 
loosed from the mill, and piesently came back, accompanied by 
Shaykh Tahir himself, who no sooner saw me than he returned to 
his house and gave the man an hundred thousand dinars which he 
took and went away blessing me. Then the old man came up 
and embraced me and wept, saying, ( ‘0 my lord, where hast thou 
been absent all this while ? Indeed, my daughter hath been 
lulled by leason of her separation from thee; but come with me 
into the house." So we entered and he pros hated himself m 
gialitude to the Almighty, saying, " Praised be Allah who hath 
reunited us with thee! " Then he went m to his daughtei and 
said lo her, 11 The Lord hath healed Lhee of this sickness"; and 
said she, m O my papa, 1 shall neve* he whole of my sick¬ 
ness, save I look upon the face of Abu al-IIasau.' 1 Quoth lie, 
11 An thou wilt cat a moisel and go to the Hammam, I will biing 
thee in company with him." Asked she, ,f Is it tine that thou 
sayst?* 1 and he answered, "3 3 y the Great God, J hs true 1° She 
rejoined, “ By Allah, if I look upon his face, 1 shall have no need 
of eating 1 " Then said he to his page, M JJiing in thy lord." 
Thereupon I entered, and when she saw me, 0 Piince of True 
Believers, she fell down in a swoon, and presently coming to her- 
i-clF, recited this couplet.— 

Yea, Allah hath joined the palled twain, * When no thought they 
thought o'er to meet again. 

Then she sat upright and said, " By Allah, O my lord, I had not 
deemed to see thy face ever mine, save it were in a dieam I" So 
she embiaced me and wept, and said, “O Abu ai-I-Iasan, now will 
I eat and drink - ." The old man her sire rejoiced to hear these 
words, and they biought her meat and drinlc and we ale and drank, 
O Commander of the Faith full AfLer this, I abode with them 
awhile, till she was lestored to hei foimei beauty, when her father 
sent for the Kazi and the witnesses, ancl hade wiite out the 
mamage-conliact between hei and me and made a mighty great 
bride-feast; and she is my wife to this day and this is my son by 
her. So saying he went away and returned with a boy of rare 
beauty and symmetry of foini and favour, to whom said he, 
“ Kiss ground befoie the Commander of the I^aUlifiih" Pie kissed 
giomul before the Caliph, who marvelled at his beauty and gloi ified 
his Cicalor; after which APRashid depaited, heard his company, 
saying, 11 O Ja'afar, verily this is none olhei than a marvellous 
thing, ncvei saw I nor heard I auglU mcuo vvoiiclious." When lie 
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was seated in the palace of the Caliphate, he cued, " O Masrur ! ” 
who leplied, 11 Ileie am I, O my loid I " Then said he, “ Eiing the 
year’s tribute of Bassoiah and Baghdad and Khorasan, and set it 
in this lecess. 1 2 " Accordingly he laid the thiee tributes together 
and they were a vasL sum of money, whose tale none might tell 
save Allah. Then the Caliph bade draw a cm tain before the 
recess and said to Ja'afar, “ Fetch me Abu al-Hasan.” Replied 
Ja’afar, "I heai and obey/’ and going forth, lcturned presently 
with the Omani, who hissed giouncl before the Caliph, fearing lest 
he had sent for him because of some fault that he had committed 
when he was with him in his house. Then said AI-Rasliid, 
11 Haikye, O Omaml ” and he replied, “ Adsum, O Prince of True 
BelieveLs ! May Allah ever bestow His favours upon thee I " 
Quoth the Caliph, “Draw bade yonder curtain.” Thereupon 
Abu al-Hasan diew back the cm tain fiom the recess and 
was confounded and perplexed at the mass of money he saw 
thexc. Said Al-Rashid, “ O Abu al-Hasan, whether Is the rnoie, 
Lhis money oi that thou didst lose by the amulet 3 ?” and he 
an s we led, “Tins is many times the gicutei, 0 Commander of the 
Faithful 1 ” Quoth the Caliph, "Bear witness, all ye who are 
present, that I give this money to this young man.” So Abu 
al-Hasan kissed giound and was abashed and wept before the 
Caliph foi excess of joy, Now when he wept, the tears ran down 
fiom his eyelids upon his cheeks and the blood returned to iLs 
place, and his face became like the moon on the night of its 
fulness. Wheieupon quoth the Caliph, “There is no god but the 
God I Glory he to Ilmi who decicoth change upon change, and 
is Himself the Everlasting who changeth not I ” Saying these 
words, he bade fetch a miiroi and showed Abu al-Hasan his face 
therein, which when he saw, he prostrated himself, in gratitude to 
the Most High Lord, Then the Caliph bade transport the money 
to Aim al-I-Iasnn'fi house, and chaiged the young man not to 
absent himself from him, so he might enjoy his company as a 
cup-companion,, Accordingly, he paid him fiequent visits, Lill 
Al-Rusbid departed to the me icy of Almighty Allah; and glory 
be to Him who dieth not, the Lord of tlic Seen and the Unseen I 
And among talcs they tell is one touching 


1 In lhis and the following line some change is necessaiy, for Lhe Biesl 
and Mac, texts are very defective. The Aialnc word lieie tianslatecl "recess " 
it. 11 Ayw«in," pi op a hall, an open saloon, 

2 if by selling it foi- thirty thousand gold pieces, when he might have 

got a million fm it 
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Al-Kuasib , 2 3 * Wazir of Egypt, had a son named Ibrahfm, than 
whom theie was none goodlier, and of his fear for him, he sufleied 
him not to go forth, save to the Friday prayers. One day, as the 
youth was letiuning from the mosque, he came upon an old man, 
with whom were many books ; so he lighted down from his hoise 
and seating himself beside him, began to turn over the tomes and 
examine them. In one of them he espied the semblance of a 
woman which all but spoke, never was seen on the eaith'sface 
one more beautiful ; and as this captivated his reason and con¬ 
founded his wit, he said to the old man, lf Q Shnykh, sell me this 
picture.” The booksellei kissed ground between his hands and 
said, 11 O my lord, ’tis thine wiLliout price. 9 ” Ibiahim gave him 
an hundred dinars, and taking the book in which was the pictme, 
fell to gazing upon it and weeping night and clay, abstaining 
from meat and drink and sleep. Then said he in his mind, "Au 
I ask the booksellei of the painter of this picture, haply he will 
tell me, and if the original be living, I will seek access to her. 
bul, if it be only a picture, I will leave doting upon it and plague 

myself no more for a thing which hath no real existence. 1 ’- 

And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 
her permitted say. 

J13o\n toljun It torn* tfte J!3inc Ijhminrti nnto 

She puisued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
youth Ibrahim said in his mind, u A11 I ask the booksellei of Ihe 
painter of this picture, haply he will tell me ; and, if it he only a 


1 The tale is not 111 the Bresl Echt 

2 Al-Khaaib (—the fruitful} -was the son of ’Abd al-II am id and inlendant 
pf the tribute of Efjypl under Hamn al-Rashid, blit neithei Loid 1101 Sultan 
Lane (in 6G9) quotes tbieu couplets in lus honoiu by Abu No was from p 119 
at *' Elinacini (M-Maldii) Hislaua. Saiaccmca 11 

If our camel visit not the land of Al-Khasib, what man after Al-Kliasib shall 
they visit ? 

F01 generosity is not Ins nei^hboiu ; nor hath it .sojourned near him; but 
generosity goelh whcievet lie gocth ' 

He is a man who puichaseth piaise with his wealth, and who Juiowoth that the 
periods of Fortune revolve 

3 The old story, AUt jfidi-k M ^upon Lliy genetosity, which means at least 

ten times the price 
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picture, I will leave doting upon it and plague myself no more for 
a thing which hath 110 leal existence." So on the next Friday 
lie betook himself to tlie bookseller, who sprang up to receive him, 
and said to him, " Ola uncle, tell me who painted this pictiue. 11 
He implied, " O my laid, a man of the people of Baghdad painted 
it, by name Aim al-Kasim al-Snnddani who dwelleth iu a quarter 
called Al-Kaikh ; but I know not of whom it is the porhailme. n 
So Ibrahim left him without acquainting any of his household with 
his case, and returned to the palace, after praying the Friday 
prayers. Then he Look a bag, and filling it with gold and gems 
to the value of thiity thousand dinais waited till the morning, 
when he went ouL without telling any, and presently overtook a 
caravan. Hclc he saw a Badawi and asked him, “ 0 uncle, what 
distance between me and Baghdad ? 11 and the other answered, 
,£ 0 my son, where aLt thou, and where is Baghdad 1 ? Verily, 
between thee and it, is two months' journey,” Quoth Ibrahim, 
“ 0 nuncle, ail thou wilt guide me to Baghdad, I will give thee 
an bundled dinars and this mare under me that is woith othei 
thousand gold pieces"; and quoth the Badawi, 11 Allah be witness 
of what we say I Thou shalt not lodge this night but with iue. u 
So Ibinhnn agreed to this and passed the night with him. At 
bieak of dawn, the Badawi took him and fared on with him in 
haste by a near load, 111 liis greed for the mare and the promised 
good ; nor did they leave wayfaring till they came to the walls of 
Baghdad, when said the wiidling, "Praised be Allah for safety! 
O my loid, this is Baghdad.” Wheical Ibialum rejoiced with 
exceeding joy, and alighting from the mare gave her to the 
Desert-man, togeLbei with the hunched dinais. Then he took 
the bag and entering the city walked on, enquiring for the 
quarter Al-Kxulch and the station of the merchants, till Destiny 
diave him to a by-way, wheicin were ten houses, five fionting 
five, ancl at the fartliei end was a two-leaved door with a silvei 
ring. By the gate stood two benches of nimble, spread with the 
finest caipets, and on one of them sat a man of handsome aspect 
and leverend, clacl in sumptuous clothing and attended by five 
Mamelukes like moons. When the youth Ibrahim saw the 
slieet, he knew it by the description the bookseller had given 
him; so he salamed to Ihc man, who returned his salutation, 
and bidding him welcome, made linn sit down, ancl asked him of 
his case, Quoth Ibrahim, “I am a stranger man and desiie 
of thy favour that thou look me out a house in this street where I 


1 ij. the distance is enoimous. 
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may take up my abode.” With Lliis the oilier cued out, saying, 
41 Iio, Ghazalah 1,n and there came forth to him a slave-girl, who 
said, “At thy service, 0 my lord I ” Said her master, “Take 
some servants and faie ye all and every 1 io such a house and 
clean it and furnish it with whatso is needful foi this handsome 
youth.” So she went forth and did liib bidding; whilst the old 
man took the youth and showed him the house; and he said, 
u O my loid, how much may lie the lent of this house ? lp The 
other answered, 4t 0 bright of face, I will lake no rent of thee 
whilst Lhou abidcst IheLem,” Ibrahim thanked him for this, and 
the old man called another slavc-giil, whereupon there came 
forth tu him a damsel like the sun, to whom said he, “Hang 
chess,” So she brought it and one of the scivants set the cloth 2 ; 
whcieupon said the Sliaykh to Ibrahim, u Will thou play with 
me 7 11 and lie answeicd, “ Yes . 11 So they played several games 
and Ibrahim beat him a when his adversary exclaimed, "Well 
done, O youth ! Thou art indeed perfect in qualities, Uy Allah, 
th^re is not one in IJaglidacl can beat me, and yet Lhou hast 
beaten mel” Now when they had made ready the house and 
furnished it with all that was needful, the old man delivered the 
keys to Ibrahim and said to him, “ O my lord, wilt thou 110I 
enter my place and eat of my biead ? ,r He assenLed and 
walking in with him, found it a handsome house and a goodly, 
decorated with gold and full of all manner pictures and funuLiue 
galore and oilier things, such as longue faileth lo sot out. The 
old man welcomed him and called for food, whereupon they 
brought a table of the make of Sana'a of Al-Yaman and spread it 
with all manner rare viands, than which there was naught costlier 
nor more delicious. So Ibrahim ale his sufficiency, after which 
lie washed bis hands and pioceeded to inspect the house and 
furniture. Presently, he turned to look foi the leather bag, but 
found it not and said in himself, 11 There is no Majesty and there 
is no Might save in Allah, the Glorious, the Great! I have eaten 
a morsel worth a dirham or two and have lost a bag wherein is 
thirty thousand dinais’worth : but I seek aid of Allah I" And 

he was silent and could not speak-And Strahrazad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


1 A gazelle; but here the slavc-giiVs name 

2 See vol. li night yIN, Ilerklols (PI vn fig 2) illusliates the cloth 
ubed in playing the Indian game Pachibi The "boat cl " is lather Em ope an 
than Oriental, but it has of late years sjnead fai aud wide, especially the back¬ 
gammon board, 
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Boto tiljrn it lima tfje Bine JjimKtrti anti JFtttp*iirt]j JDijjbt, 

She resumed, It hath icached me, O auspicious King 1 , tluiL when 
the youth Ibiahim saw that his bag was lost, he was silent and 
could not speak foi the greatness of his trouble. Presently his 
host brought the chess and said to him, “ Wilt thou play with 
me ? ” and he said “ Yes.” So they played, and the old man heat 
him. Ibiahim cued, “Well doner 1 and left playing and rose: 
upon which lus host asked him, “What aileth thee, O youth?" 
whereto he answered, “ I want the bag.” Thereupon the Shay 1 th 
lose and brought it out to him, saying, “ Heic it is, 0 my lord, 
Wilt thou now letuni to playing with me?” “Yes,” leplied 
Ibrahim. Accordingly they played and the young man beat him. 
Quoth the Shay kb, “ When thy thought was occupied with the 
bag, J beat thee; but now I have biought it back to thee, thou 
beatest me. But, tell me, O my son, what countryman art thoti? JI 
Quoth Ibiahim, “I am fi om Egypt"; and quoth the oldster, “And 
what is the cause of thy coining to Baghdad?” whereupon 
Ibrahim brought out the portrait and said to him, “Know, O uncle, 
that I am the son of Al-Khasib, Wnzir of Egypt, and I saw 
with a bookseller this picture, which bcwildeied my wit. I asked 
him who painted it, and he said:—He who wrought it is a man, 
Abu nl-Kasim al-Sandalani liighlj who dwelJcth in a street called 
the Sticet of Saffron in the Karkh quarter of Baghdad. So I 
took with me somewhat of money and came hither alone, none 
knowing of my case ; and I tlesite of the fulness of thy favour that 
thou diiecL me to Abu al-Kasim, so I may ask hi in of Lhe cause 
of his painting this picture and whose portiait it is. And whatso¬ 
ever he dcsireth of me, I wilL give him that same,” Said his host, 
“By Allah, O my son, I am Abu al-Kasim al-Sandalani, and this 
is a prodigious thing how Fa to hath thus driven thee tome!” 
Now when Ibrahim heard these words, he rose to him and 
embraced him and kissed his head and hands, saying, “Allah 
upon thee, tell me whose portrait it is I ” The other replied, “ I 
hear and I obey ”; and using, opened a closet and biought out a 
number of books, wherein he had painted the same picture. Then 
said ho, “ Know, 0 my son, that the original of this portrait is my 
cousin, the daughter of my father’s brother, whose name is Abu 
al-Lays. 1 She dwelleth in Bnssoiah, of which city her father is 
governor, and her name is Jairulah—the beautiful. There is noL 


i i e. " Father of lhe Lion," 
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on Uig face of the eaith a fan or than she; but she is averse from 
men and cannot heat thewoid 'man 1 pionounced in liar presence, 
Now I once repniied to my uncle, to the intent that he should 
marry me to hm, and vvas lavish of wealth to him; but he would 
not consent thereLo; and when his daughter knew of this she was 
indignant and sent Lo me to say, amongst othei things:—An thou 
have vvitj tarry not in this town, else wilt thou peiish and thy sin 
shall he on thine own neck. 1 For she is a viiago of viragoes. 
Accordingly, I left Bassoiah Inoken-heaLted, and lunned this like¬ 
ness of her in books and scatteied them abroad in. vauous lands, 
so haply they might fall into the hands of a comely youth like 
thyself and he contrive access Lo lici, and peradventure she might 
fall in love with him, purposing to take a piomise of him that, 
when lie should have possession of her, he would show liei to me, 
though I look but for a moment fiom afar off/' When ] hi alum 
son of Al-KLiasib lieaid these words, he bowed his head awhile m 
thought and Al-Sandalani said to him, u O my son, I have not 
seen in Baghdad a fairer than thou, and mescems that, when she 
seelh thee, she wdl love thee. Ait thou willing, therefoie, in case 
thou be united with her and get possession of her, to show hci to 
me, if I look but foi a moment fiom afai ? M Ibiahim leplied, 
41 Yes' 1 , and the painter lejomed, 14 This being so, tally with me 
till thou set out/ 1 13 ul the youth retoited, 11 I cannot bury 
longer * for my heart with love of her is all a-fue. M " Have 
patience tlnec days/' said the Shaykh, n till I fit thee out a ship, 
wherein thou maysL fare to Bassoiah/ 1 Accordingly, lie waited 
whilst the old man equipped him a ciaft and stoied therein all 
that he needed of meat and dunk and so foith When the tlnee 
days were past, be said lo Ibiahini, 11 Make thee leady foi the 
voyage ; for I have prepared thee a packet-boat furnished with all 
thou requires!;. The craft is my propelty and Lhe seamen me of 
my seivaiits. In the vessel is what will suffice thee till thy return, 
and I have charged the ciew Lo seive Lbee til] thou come back in 
safety/' Thereupon Ibrahim faie welled his host and embaiking, 
sailed down the river till he came to Bassoiah, wheie he pulled 
out an hundred dinars for the saiiois, but they saicl, ,f Wc have 
gotten oiu hire of om lord/’ However, he replied, “Take this by 
way of largesse, and I will not acquaint him therewith/' So they 
took it and blessed him. Then the youth landed and cnieimg 
the town asked, “ Where do the merchants lodge ? 11 and was 


I Oi as we should say, " Thy blood will bo on llnac own head,” 
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answered, “ In a Khan called the Khan of Ilamadan. 1 2 3 4 * 1 So he 
talked to the maiket wherein stood the Khan, and all eyes 
\vcie fixed upon linn, and men's sight was attiacLcd to him by 
reason of his exceeding beauty and loveliness. He entered the 
caravanserai, with one of the sailors in Ins company ; and, asking 
foi the porter was directed to an aged man of revet end aspect. 
He saluted him and the door-keeper returned his greeting; after 
which Ibrahim said Lo him, “O uncle; hast thou a nice chambei ?“ 
He icplied, "res,” and taking him and the sniloi, opened to them 
a handsome 100m decorated wilh gold, and said, 11 O youth, this 
chamber befit Let h Lhcc.” Ibrahim pulled out two dinars and gave 
them to him, saying, li Take these to key-money. 3 " And the 
porLet took Lliem and blessed him. Then the youth Ibrahim sent 
the sailor bade to the ship and entered the room, where the door- 
keepei abode with him and served him, saying, “O my lord, thy 
coming hath brought tu. joy I" Ilnahim gave him a dinar and, said, 
“Buy us hciewlth biead and meat, and sweetmeats and wine." 
Accordingly, the doorkeeper went Lo the mailed and buying ten 
dirhams' worth of victual, brought it back Lo Ibrahim and gave 
him the other ten diihams. But lie cried to him, “Spend them on 
thyself 11 ; whereat the porter rejoiced with passing joy, Then 
he ate a scone, with a little kitchen, H and gave the rest to the 
concierge, adding, “Cany Lins to the people of thy household." 
The poiler carried it Lo Ins family and said to them, 14 Methinkoth 
there is not 012 the face of the earth a more generous than the 
young man who has come to lodge with us this day, nor yet a 
pleasantei than lm- An he abide with us we shall grow rich/ 1 
Then he returned to Ilnahim and found him weeping; so he sat 
down and began to tub 1 bis feet and kiss them, saying, “ O my 
lord, wherefore weepest thou ? May Allah not make thee weep !’ 1 
Said Ibrahim, “ O uncle, J have a mind to drink with thee this 
infill"; and the porter leplied, “Hearing and obeying I” So 
he gave him five dinars and said, “ Buy us fresh fruit and wine" ; 
and presently added other five, saying, “With these buy also for 


1 Called after the famous town in Persian Mesopotamia, whfcli, however, 
js spcjl with Ibc lesser aspirate. See p. 144 The Geogiaphical works of 
Sad ik-i-X spall Am, London , Onental Tiinsl Fund, 

2 /Vial) "IInlwAn nl-iniflAh/' fov which see uighl deexx, Mr Paynrs 
coiwpaies it with the FjchcJi deniei ^ Dien, given Lo the concierge on like 
occasions 

3 Aiab " 'Ll dm/ a relish, tho Scotch “kitchen," Lat Opsoniiini, Ilak 
CompanaUco ftiid our " by-meal/ 1 See vok iii night ccJxxxjv, 

4 Aiab " Kabasa’'=he shampoo’d 
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us dessert 1 and flowers and five fat fowls and bring me a lute, 11 
The door-keeper went out, and buying what he had ordeied, said 
to his wife, u Strain this wine and cook us this food and look thou 
dress it daintily, for this young mail ovcrwLielmcth us with his 
bounties/' She did as he bade hei, to the utmost of desiie; and 
he took the victuals and cauud them to Ibtahim, son of the 

SLilian.-And Shahmzad perceived the dayvn of day and ceased 

baying her permuted say. 

JDftti] lu/>w ft Hina tfte JQmc ]J)iintu‘c& nnb JFrffpdiftfj 


She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that then they 
ate and dianlc and made meiry, and Ibialiim wept and repealed 
the following verses ;— 

O my friend 1 an I rendered my life, my sprite, * My wealth and what¬ 
ever the woild can unite; 

Nay, th' Eternal Garden and Paradise 3 * For an hour of Union, my 
heart would buy't I 

Then he sobbed a great sob and fell down a-swoon. The 
porter sighed, and when he came to himself, he said to him, 
"O my lord, what us it gats thee weep, and who is she to 
whom thou alludcsl in these verses? Indeed, she cannot‘be 
but as dust to thy feel. 11 But Ibrahim arose, and for all reply 
brought out it parcel of the richesL raiment that women wear, 
and said to linn, “Take this to thy Hariin.” So he carried 
it to his wife, and she returned with him to the young man's 
lodging, and, behold, she found him weeping. Quoth the 
door-Jceepci to him, £f Vcnly, thou brcakesl our hemts I Tell 
us what fair one thou desiiest, and she shall be naught save 
thy handmaid/' Quoth he, 44 O uncle, know that 1 am the son 
of Al-Khasib, Wazir of Egypt, and I am enamomed of Jnmilah, 
daughter of Abu al-Lays, the Governor." Exclaimed the 
porter’s wife, H Allah 1 Allah 1 O my brother, leave this talk, lesL 
any hear of us and we perish, Veuly there is nol on earth's 
face a moie masterful than she, nor may any name to her the 
woLd 4 man/ for she is aveisc from men. Wherefore, O my son, 
turn from her to other than her. n How when Ibrahim heard this, 
he wept with soie weeping and the door-keeper said to him, “ I 


i Atab. " NulU ,l Sec night tlccccrin 

x Arab ’* Jaun.il u,l-Klmld " and *' ^urclaus," two of iLie L [evU eut> i ■pealc'lly 
noLicecl 
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have nothing save my life; but that I will ilsk Tor thy Jove and 
find Ihce a means of winning thy will, 11 Then the twain went out 
horn him, and on the morrow he beloolc himself to the Ham mam 
and donned a suit of royal raiment, after which lie returned to his 
lodging - , when behold, the poiLei and his wife came 111 to him and 
said, M Know, O my loid, that there is a humpbacked tadoi here 
who seweth for the Lady J ami lull Go thou to him and acquaint 
him asm th thy case ; haply he will show the way of attaining 
Lliine aim," So the youth Ibiahim arose, and betaking himself 
to the shop of the humpbacked taiioi went in to him, and found 
with him ten Mamelukes as they wcLe moons. Pie saluted them 
with the salam, and they ictiuned his greeting and bade him 
welcome and made him siL down ; and indeed they rejoiced in 
him and weie amazed at his charms and loveliness, especially the 
hunchback, who was confounded at his beauty of form and favour. 
Presently he said to the Gobbo, (t 1 desne that thou sew me up my 
pocket ” ; and the tailor took a needleful of silk and sewed up his 
pocket, which lie had tom puiposely; whereupon Ibialiim gave 
him five dinais and letmned to his lodging, Quoth the tailor, 
“ What thing have I done for this youth, that ho should give me 
five gold pieces ? 11 And he passed the night, pondeiing his beauty 
and generosity. And when morning morrowed Ibrahim repaired 
io the shop and saluted the tailor, who ieturned his salmn and 
welcomed him and made much of him. Then he sat down and 
said to the hunchback, 41 O uncle, sew up my pocket, for I have 
rent it again.” Replied the tailor, 11 O11 my head and eyes, O my 
son, 1 ’ and sewed it up; whereupon Ibialnm gave him ten ducats, 
and he took them, amazed aL his beauty and genciosity. Then said 
he, < l By Allah, O youth, for this conduct of thine needs must 
be a cause, this is no matter of sewing up a pocket. But tell me 
the truth of thy case. An Lhou be in love Avitli one of these 
boys/ by Allah, there 15 not among them a comelier than thou, 
foi they me each and every as the dust at thy feet; and behold, 
they aie all thy slaves and at thy command. Or if it be other 
than this, toll me-” Replied Ibiahim, <f O untie, this is no place 
for talk, for my case is Avondrous and my affair marvellous." 
Rejoined the taiioi, lt An it be so, come with me to a place apart," 
So saying, he rose up in haste, and took the youth by the hand 
and carrying him into a chamber behind the shop, said, <r Now 
tell me thy tale, O youth!” Accordingly, Ibiahmi related his 


t Thn nais r citd is pmefy Hoicilian, time h South European versus Xor(h 
Kuiopeun, 
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stoiy first and Ja&t to the tailoi, who was amazed at Ins speech 
and cried, u O youth, fear Allah for thyself 1 ; indeed she of whom 
thaw speulcest is a vimgo and averse fLom men, Wherefore, O my 
brother, do thou guaid Hi)'tongue, else thou wilt destroy thyself/' 
When Ibrahim heard the hunchback's woids, he wept with sore 
weeping, and clinging to the tailor's slcirts, said, “Help me, O my 
uncle, or I am a dead man ; for I have left my kingdom and the 
kingdom of my father and gi an cl father and am become a stranger 
in the lands and lonely; nor can I endure without herd' When 
the tailor saw how it was with him, he pitied him and said, “ O my 
son, I have but my life and that 1 will venture for thy love, for 
thou makest my heaii ache. But by to-monow I will contrive 
thee somewhat whereby thy heart shall be solaced/ 1 Ibrahim 
blessed him, and returning to the Khan, told the door-keeper what 
the hunchback had said, and he answered, <f Indeed, he hath dealt 
kindly with thee/ 5 Next morning, the youth donned his lichest 
dress, and taking a purse of gold repaired to the Gobbo and 
saluted, him. Then he sat down and said, “ O uncle, keep thy 
word with me*' 1 Quoth the hunchback, 11 Aiisu forthright and take 
thee thiee fat fowls and three ounces 9 of sugar-candy and two 
small jugs which do thou fill with wine; also a cup, Lay all 
these in a budget, 3 and to-moirow, after the liiorning-prayeis, Lake 
boat with them, saying to the boa Lilian I would have thee row 
me down the river below Ba&sorah, An he say to thee:—I cannot 
go farther than a para sang, do thou answer:—As thou wilt; but, 
when lie shall have come so far, hue him on with money to cany 
thee larLher ; and the fust flower garden thou wilt descry aflei this 
will be that of the Lady Jamilah. Go up to the gate as soon as 
thou espiesl it and them thou wilt see two high steps, carpeted 
with brocade and seated thereon a Quasimodo like me. bo thou 
complain Lo him of thy case and crave his favour ; belike he will 
hnve compassion on thy condition and bung thee to the sight of 
her, though but for a moment horn afar. This is all I can do for 
thee; and unless he be moved to pity for thee, we be dead men, I 
and thou. This, then, is my rede, and the matter rests with the 


1 i.c. " I'lavo some regai cl for Illy life M 

2 Arab *' Await," pi in. of Uki> yah, a \voul known tlucju^Lujut tlie Moslem 
East As an ounce it weighs difleiently jn cveiy conn11 y p and 111 Bnibaiy 
(Mauritania) which we ca.ll Marocco, it is a nominal coin containing twelve) 
Fliis (fitlus) now about =«= a penny, It is a duect descendant Jiorn ihe “Uk" 
or " Wiik" (ounce) ol llie hieioglyphs (See Shaipe's Egypt 01 any uthei 
Manual) and fnsl appealed in Europe as the Gicek ovyhla. 

3 Aiab " Kaiah/ 1 usually a large bag 
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Almighty." Quoth Ibrahim, Ll I seek aid of Allah ; what so He 
willeth becometh ; and there is no Majesty and there is no Might 
save in Allah ! ” Then he left the hunchback tailor and returned 
to his lodging wheie, taking the things his adviser liad named, 
he laid them in a bag. Oil the monow, as soon as it was day, he 
went down to Tigris bank, where he found a boatman asleep; 
so he awoke him, and giving him ten sequins bade him row him 
down the liver below Bassorah, Quoth the man, 11 O my lord, it 
must be on condition that I go no farther than a para sang ; for if 
I pass that distance by a span, I am a losL man, and thou too. 11 
And quoth Ibrahim, 41 Be it as thou wilt/’ Thereupon he took 
him and dropped down the river with him till he drew near the 
flower-garden, when he said to him, n 0 my son, I can go no 
further; for if I pass this limit, we aie both dead men," Hereat 
Ibrahim pulled out other ten dinars, and gave them to him, saying, 
14 Take this spending-money and better thy case therewithal." The 
boatman was ashamed to refuse him and fared on with him crying, 

14 1 commit the a flan to Allah the Almighty I' 1 -And Shalirazad 

perceived Lhe dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

JHoiu lufjcn It tond tfjc JQwc {juirtridi imto ifirtp-aljctfc Jfilgljb 

She continued, It hath reached me, 0 auspicious King, that when 
the youth Ibrahim gave the boatman other ten dinms, the man 
took them, saying, “ I commit the affaii to Allah the Almighty 1 " 
and faied on with him down stream. When they came to the 
flower-garden, the youth sprang out of the boat in his joy, a spring 
of a spear's cast from the land, and cast himself down, whilst the 
boatman turned and fled. Then Ibiahim fared forward and found 
all as it had been desciibed by the Gobbo; he also saw the garden- 
gate open, and in the porch a couch of ivory, whereon sat a hump¬ 
backed man of pleasant presence, clad 111 gold-laced clothes and 
bending 111 hand a silvern mace plated with gold. So he hastened 
up to him and seizing his hand kissed it; wheieupon asked the 
hunchback, u Who ait thou and whence comest thou and who 
brought thee hither, 0 my son ? ” And indeed, when the man saw 
Ibrahim Khasib-son, he was amazed at his beauty. He answei ed, 
u O uncle, I am an ignorant lad and a stiangcr", and he wept. 
The hunchback had pity on him and taking him up on the couch, 
wiped away his Lcais and said to him, f[ No hann shall come to 
thee. An thou be in debt, may Allah settle thy debt; and if thou 
be in fear, may Allah appease thy fear 1 11 Replied Ibrahim, u 0 
uncle, I am lieithei in fear noi am I in debt, but have money in 
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plenty, thanks to Allah." Rejoined the other, “Then, 0 my son, 
what is thy need that thou venturest thyself and thy loveliness to 
a place wherein is destruction? " So lie told him his story and 
disclosed to him his case, whereupon the man bowed his head 
earthwards awhile, then said to him, “ Was he who directed thee 
to mo the humpbacked tailor ? " “ Yes/’ answcied Ibrahun; and 

the keeper said, H This is my brother, and he is a blessed man I " 
presently adding, “But, 0 my son, had not affection for thee sunk 
into my hcait, and had I not taken compassion on thee, verily 
thou wert lost, thou and my biother and the door-keeper of the 
Khan and his wife. For know that this flower-garden kaLh not 
its like on the face of the emth, and that iL is called the Garden 
of the Wild Heifer, 1 nor hath any entered it iu all my life long, 
save the Sultan and myself and its misticss Jamilah; and I have 
dwelt here twenty years and never yet saw any else attain to this 
stead. Every foity days the Lady Jamilah cometh hither in a 
hark and Inndeth in the midst of her women, under a canopy of 
satin, whose skirts ten damsels hold up with hooks of gold, whilst 
she entereth, and I see nothing of hei. Natheless I have but my 
life and I will risk it for the sake ol thee.” Ilciewith ILualiini 
kissed his hand and the keeper said to him, “Sit by me, till I 
devise somewhat for thee/ 1 Then he tool; him by the hand and 
cained him into the flower-gaiden which, when he saw, lie deemed 
it Eden, for therein were tiees in tcitwining and palms high tower¬ 
ing and waters welling and buds with vaiious voices caioiling. 
Presently, the keeper luoughl him to a domed pavilion and said to 
him, ‘'This is where the Lady Jamilah sittelh/ 1 So he examined 
it and found it of the laicsl of pleasances, full of all manner 
paintings in gold and lapis lazuli. IL had fom doors,whereto man 
mounted by five steps, and in its ccnLre was a cistern of water, to 
which led down steps of gold all set with precious stones. 
A-midcllcwards the basin was a fountain of gold, with figures, large 
and small, and water jetting in gcibes from their mouths ; and 
when, by reason of the issuing forth of the water, they attuned 
themselves to vaiious tones, it seemelh to Lhc hearer as though he 
were in Eden. Round the pavilion ran a channel of water, turning 
a Persian wheel 9 whose buckets 8 weie silvern, covered with 

t Aiab " Li' Luah," which may mean tlio Union-peail; but lime used in 
the sense of Jl wild cow," the Lmb.ilns antelope, alluding to the fniottcht iKitmo 
of Miss Janiilali. We aie .ilso told mfi a that the park was full of " Wuliusli" 
= wild cal tie. 

2 Aiab " SAkiyah,* 1 die venerable old Pcisian wheel, foi whose music see 
Pilgi image, ii irj8. Hut " Sakiyah ” Is also applied, as here, lo the walei- 
channel which turns lhc wheel 

j Arab, M Kawaths," pliu of Kudus," the pots lound LhclamorIhePcisL.m 
wheel, usually Lhey aio ol coaibo poitoiy, 
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lnoca.de. To Lhe lefL of the pavilion 1 2 was a lattice of silver, giving 
upon a gieen park, wheiein were all manner wild cattle and 
gazelles and hares, and on the right hand was anothei Lattice, 
overlooking a meadow full of birds of all sorts, warbling in 
various voices and bewildeiing the hearers' wits. Seeing all 
this the youth was delighted, and sat down in the doorway by the 
gardener, who said to him, 41 How seemeth to thee my garden ?” 
Quoth Ibiahim, ffl Tis the Paradise of the world!” Whereat the 
gnidenei laughed* Then he rose and was absent awhile, and 
presently leturned with a tray full of fowls and quails and other 
dainties, including sweetmeats of sugar, which he seL before 
Ibrahim, saying, u Eat thy sufficiency.'’ So he ate his fill, where¬ 
at the keeper rejoiced, and cried, 4< By Allah, this is the fashion of 
Kings and sons of Kings 3 1 ” Then said he, fi 0 Ibrahim, what hast 
thou in yonder bag ? ” Accoidingly, he opened it before him, and 
the keeper said, “Cairy it with thee, 'twill serve thee when the 
Lady Jamilah cometh, for when once she is come, I shall not he 
able to bring thee food.” Then he rose, and taking the youth by 
the hand, biought him to a place fronting the pavilion, where he 
made him an aibour 0 among the trees, and said to him, 11 Get thee 
up here, and when she cometh thou wilt see her and she will not 
see thee- This is the best I can do for thee, and on Allah be our 
dependence) Whenas she singclh, drink thou to her singing, and 
whenas she depmletli, thou shalt return in safety whence thou 
earnest, Inshallah l M Ibiahim thanked him and would have ldssed 
his hand, but he forbade him. Then the youth laid the bag in the 
arbour, and the keeper said to him, 41 0 Ibrahim, walk about and 
take thy pleasme in the garth and eat of its fruits, for thy mis- 
Hess's coming is appointed to be to-morrow.” So he solaced 
himself in the garden and ate of its ft. nits; aftei which he nigh ted 
with the keeper. And when morning monowed and showed its 
sheen and shone, he prayed the dawn-prayer, and presently the 
keeper came to him with a pale face, and said Lo him, "Rise, 0 
my son, and go up into the aibour, for the slave-girls are come to 

order the place, and she cometh after them."-And Shahrazad 

peiceivcd the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


1 In lhe text n Sakiyah," a manifest enor for "Kubbah " 

2 Easterns gicatly lcsprct nbdle fottrcJicfte, especially when lhe cater is a 
lovei. 

3 Arab " 'Anshall," a woid of nnny meanings, lent, nest, vine-lrellis, elc 
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She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the keeper came to Ibrahim IOiasib-son in the garden lie said to 
him, “ Rise, O my son, and go up into Lhc arbour, for the slave-girls 
are come to ordei the place, and she comcth after them. So be¬ 
ware lest thou spit or sneeze or blow thy nose, 1 else we are dead 
men, I and thou.” Hereupon Ibiahim lose and went up into his 
nest, whilst the keeper fared forth, saying, “Allah grant IheesafcLy, 
O my son ! rr PiesentJy, behold, up came four slave-girls, whose 
like none ever saw, and entering the pavilion, doflbd their outer 
diesses and washed it. Then they spiinkled it with lose-wnter 
and incensed it with ambeigris and aloes-wood and spiead it with 
biocnde. Altci these came fifty other damsels, with instalments 
of music, and amongst them Jamilah, within a canopy of red bio- 
cade, whose skirts the handmaidens Lioie up with hooks of gold till 
she had entered the pavilion, so that Ibrahim saw naught of her noi 
of hex Laiment. So he said to himself, “ By Allah, all my travail is 
lost I But needs must I wait to see how the case will be.” Then 
the damsels brought meat and drink and they ate .and drank and 
washed llieir hands, after which they set her a loyal chair and she 
saL down; and all played on instruments of music and with ravish¬ 
ing voices incomparably sang. Presently, out lan an old woman, 
a duenna, and clapped hands and danced whilst the girls pulled her 
about, till the cm tain was lifted and foith came Jamilah laughing. 
Ibiahim gazed at her and saw that she was dad in costly robes and 
ornaments, and on her head was a crown set with pearls and gems. 

i To spit or blow the nose in good society is " vulgai '* Sneering 
(Al-’Alsn.h) is a complicated affair loi Talmudic tiaiVitions of dentil by 
sneezing see Lane (M chap! viii ), Amongst Hindus sneering find 
yawning aie caused by evil spiiits, whom they diive away by snapping thumb 
anti foiefniRcr as loudly as possible The pagan Ainhs held sneering a bad 
omen, which oflen stopped ilieir journeys Moslems believe that when Allah 
placed the Soul (life?) in Adam, the diy clay became flesh and bone, anti tlie 
Fust Man, walong to life, sneezed and ejaculated, " Alhanidulilkih ", whcielo 
Gain id leplied, "Allah have mei cy upon thee, O Adam I" Mohammed, 
who liked sneezing because accompanied by light ness of body and openness 
of pores, said of it, " If a man snec/e or eructate aiul say J Alhainclolillali, 1 he 
averts seventy diseases of which the least ib leprosy ” (Jiiyfim) , also, "If ojio 
of you bnee?,e, let lum e\clmrti 1 AtluunrloliUa.il, 1 and let tliove aioimcl salute 
him in lelmn with ‘Allah have mercy upon Lhec I' and lastly let him say 
■Allah diicct you ami strengthen yom condition 1 ' 1 Modems pi efci, " Al hill 
a^eit whal may joy Illy foe 1 — om, God bless you 1 to which the answei is 
1 * MWttttduUlUh 1 ’ ’ Mohanwued yawning cw , ivMAw&a 

not beneficial as a sneeze., and said, "If one of you gape aiul covci not his 
mouth, a devil leaps into it " This is still a populai siipei sliLion fiom Haghdacl 
lc> Maiocco 
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About her long fair neck she wore a necklace of unions, and her 
waist was clasped with a girdle of chrysolite bugles with tassels 
of rubies and pearls. The damsels kissed ground before her r and, 
‘‘When I considered her” (quoth Ibrahim), ,f I took leave of my 
senses and wil, and I was dazed and my thoughts were confounded 
for amazement at the sight of loveliness whose like is not on the 
face of the emth. So I fell into a swoon, and coining to myself, 
weeping-eyed, lecited these two couplets :— 

I see thee and close not mine eyes for fear « Lest then lids prevent me 
beholding thee \ 

An I ga/ed with mine every glance these eyne * Ne’er could sight all 
the loveliness moulding thee " 

Then said the old Kaliraminuh 1 2 to the girls, <( Let ten of you arise 
and dance and sing." And Ibiahim when looking at them said 
in himself, “ I wish the Lady Jamikdi would dance . 1 '* When the 
handmaidens had made an end of their pa vane, they gathered 
round the Princess ancl said to her, “ O my lady, we long for thee 
to dance amongst us, so the measure of our joy may be fulfilled, 
for never saw we a moie delicious day than this. M Quoth Ibrahim 
co himself, li Doubtless the gates of Heaven aie open 3 4 and Alkali 
hath gL anted my prayer." Then the damsels bussed her feet and 
said to her, M By Allah, we never saw thee broadened of breast 
as to-day I 11 Nor did they cease exciting hei'j till she doffed her 
outer dress and stood in a shift of cloth of gold/ broideied with 
various jewels, showing breasts which stood out like poniegLanales, 
and unveiling a face as it were the moon on the night of fulness. 
Then she began to dance, and Ibiahim beheld motions he had 
never 111 his life seen their like, for she showed such wondrous 
skill and marvellous invention that she made men forget the 
dancing of bubbles in wine-cups and called to mind the inclining 
of the tui bands from head Mops: even as saith of her the poet 5 * * :— 

A d.incei whoso form is like branch of Ban 1 * Flics my soul well nigh 
as his steps I greet: 


1 A duenna, nmaeiy governess, etc, See vol. I, mglit xxiii 

2 For this belief see the tale called "The NigliL of Power, M night 
rixcvi 

3 Tho Anglo-Indian " Kincob" (Klmkh’ab); brocade, silk flowered with 
gold or silver 

4 Lane lincls a needless clifTiculty in this sentence, which is far-fel chert 
only because KuuS (cups) requires Itiuis (liead-tops by way of jingle) It means 
only " ’Tuas meiry in hall when beaids wag all 11 

5 The Mat Edit gives two couplets which have already occurred from 

the Bill Edit , 1 5.40. 
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White lie dances no foot stands still and mnseems * That the fire of 
my heart is beneath his feet. 

And as quoth another 1 :— 

A dancer whose fifine is like a willow branch; my boul almost quittcUi 
me at tlio sight of her movements. 

No foot can remain stationary at her dancing, she is as though the fu e 
of my heart were beneath lici feet. 

Quoth Jbiahim :—As I gazed upon her, she chanced to look up 
and caught sight of me, whereupon her face changed, and she said 
to her women, " Sing ye till I come back to you.” Then, taking 
up a knife half a cubit long, she made towards me, crying, 
" There is no Majesty and theic is no Might save in Allah, th G 
Glorious, the Great ! 11 Now when I saw this I well-nigh lost 
my wits; but, wbenas she drew near me and face met face, the 
knife diopped fiom her hand, and she exclaimed, “Glory Lo Hi in 
who chan goth men's hearts ! " Then said she to me, ‘ c O youth, 
be of good cheer, for thou art safe from what thou dost fear 1 " 
Whereupon I fell to weeping, and she to wiping- away my tears 
with her hand and saying, “O youth, tell me who thou art, 
and lvhaL brought Lliee hither,” I kissed ground before her 
and seized hei skiit; and she said, “No harm shall come to 
thee; for, by Allah, no male hath ever filled mine eyes 2 but 
thyself! Tell me, then, who thou art." So I recited to her my 
story fiom first to last, whereat she maiveiled and said to mo, 
“O my loid, I conjure Ihea by Allah, tell me if thou be Ibrahim 
bin al-Khasib ? M I replied, u Yes! " and she tin civ hcLsoIf upon 
me, saying, <c O my Joid, ’twas thou madcst me aveisc fiom men ; 
foi, when I heard that there was in the land of Egypt a youth 
than whom there there was none more beautiful on earth's face, 
I fell in love with Ihceby leporl, and my hcaiL became enamoured 
of thee, for that which reached me of thy passing comeliness, so 
that I was, in respecL of thee, even as sailh Llic poet;— 

Mine ear forewent mine eye in loving huu , * For car shall love before 
the eye at times. 

So pnused be Allah who hath shown thy face I But, by the Al¬ 
mighty, had it been other than thou, I had ciucifred the keeper of 
the garden and the poiter of the Khan and the tailor and him who 
had recourse to them 1 M And presently she added, 11 But how 

1 The lines arc half of four couplets which have occtuied befoic; so t 
quote Lane 

2 i.c, none hath pleased me, I have quoted the popular saying, " TIiq 
son of the quarter fiUeLli not the eye," t.e. women, piefer all anger face^. 
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shall I conLive for somewhat thou maysL cat, wiLhout the know¬ 
ledge of my women?" Quoth I, M With me is somewhat we may 
cal and drink 1 ’; and I opened the bag before her, She took a 
fowl and began to morsel me and I to morsel her; which when I 
aaWj it seemed to me that this was a dieain. Then 1 brought out 
wine and wc drank, what while the damsels sang on; nor did 
they leave to do thus horn morn to noon, when she rose and said, 
“ l Go now and get thee a boat and await me in such a place,, till 
I come to thee: for I have no patience Jeft to luook severance.*' 

I replied, n O my lady, I have with me a ship of my own, whose 
crew are in my hire, and they await me.” Rejoined she, u This 

is as we would have it ,J ; and icliunhig to her women,-And 

Shahl.tzad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say hci per¬ 
mitted say, 

toftfit u Una if)t JOfoc JFiitp tloftty JShuftt, 

She resumed, It. hath reached me, O auspicious King, that 
when the Lady Jaimlah returned to her women, she said to them, 

II Come, let us go back to our palace. n They replied, 11 Why 
should we leturn now, seeing LhaL we use to abide here three 
days?” Quoth she, M I feel an acceding oppression in myself, as 
though I were sick, and I fear lest this inciease upon me, 1 ” So 
they answered, "We hear and obey "; and donning their walking- 
dresses went clown to the river-bank and embarked in n boat; 
wheieupon behold, the keeper of the gulden came up to Ilnahim 
and said to him, knowing 110L what had happened, 61 O Ibiahim, 
thou hast not had the luck to enjoy Lhe sight of her, and I feai lest 
she have seen thee, for ’Lis her wont to tairy here three days.” 
Replied Ibiahim, M She saw me not nor I her ; foi she came 
not foith of the pavilion. 9 ” Rejoined the keeper, "True, O 
my son, for> had she seen thoe, we were both dead men : but 
.abide with me Lill she come again next week, and thou shalt see 
hei and take thy fill of looking at her.” Replied the Prince, H 0 
my lord, I have with me money and fcai for it; I also left men 
behind me and I dread lest they take advantage of my absence. B ” 

x Itera, after the favourite Oriental fashion, she tells the truth* but so 
ejiigmalicrvlly that it is inoic deceptive lhan ail unlnUh; a good Eastern 
quibble infinitely mcie danger 0111 than an hopiesl downright he The con¬ 
sciousness Hi at tlie falsehood is part fact applies a sake to conscience and 
supplies a force lacking m llie meie fib When an Egyptian lies to you, lack 
stiaiglit in Ins eyes and he will most often Letiay himself cither by boggling or 
ky .1 look of infilled innocence 

51 Another true He. 

3 Arab “ Yastagbibuiri, 11 lit. =* they deem rrty absence too long. 
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2 q 2 A If Lay lah wa Lay lak, 

Hoielorted, “O my son, T iis grievous to me to part with. thee"; 
and be embraced and farewelled him. Then Ibrahim returned 
to the Khan where he lodged, and forgatheiing with the dooi- 
deeper, took of him all his pioperty, and the porter said, 
"Good news, In&hallah 11 " But Ibiahim said, “I have found 
no >vay to my want, and now I am minded to return to my 
people/’ Whereupon the porter wept; then taking up his 
baggage, he carried them to the ship and bade him adieu. 
Ibiahim repaired to the place which Jarnilah had appointed him 
and awaited her theietill iL giew dailc, when, behold, she came 
u]), disguised as a bully-boy with rounded beard and waist bound 
with a giullc. In one hand she held a bow and arrows and in 
the other a bared blade, and she asked him, u Ait thou Ibrahim, 
son of Al-Khaaib, lord of Egypt?” 41 He 1 am,’ 1 answered the 
Prince; and she said, "What ne'er-do-well ait Ihou, who 
coinest to debauch the daughters of Kings? Come, speak with 
the Sultan. 2 3 4 5 ” Theiewith (quoth Ibrahim) I fell down in a 
swoon and the sailors died 0 in their skins foi fear; but, when she 
saw what had betided me, she pulled off her beard and throwing 
down her sword, ungirdled her waist, whereupon I knew her for the 
Lady Jarnilah, and said to hcl, 1 f By Allah, thou hast rent my heart 
in gundci 1 1 n adding to the boatmen, 11 Hasten the vessel’s speed*” 
So they shook out the sail and putting off, fared on with all dili¬ 
gence, nor was it many days ei e \yg made Baghdad, wheio suddenly 
we saw a ship lying by the liver-bank. When her sailois saw us, 
they ciied out to our ciew, saying, “IIo, Such-an-one and Snch- 
an-one, we gvve you joy of youi safety I” Then they drave Lheii 
ship against our craft, and I looked and in the other boat beheld 
Abu al-Kasim al-Sandakim, who when he saw us exclaimed, 
“This is what I sought: go ye in God’s keeping l as for me, I 
have a need to be satisfied I M Then he turned to mo and said, 
11 Praised be Allah for safely I Hast thou accomplished thine 
enand? ” I leplied, n Yes I '* Now Abu al-ICasim had a flambeau 
befoiehim; so he biought it neai our boat, 0 and when Jainilah 
saw him she was Uoubled and her colom changed; but, when he- 

1 An euphemistic fmm o[ questioning atlc* absence. u Is all li^ht with 
Ihce?" 

2 Aiab "Kallim al-Sultan I" die formula of summoning which lias often 
occurred in The Nigh Is. 

3 Lane uanslates " Almost died," Payne "well-nigh died/' but Lho 
says tl died " I would suggest to lianslnloii, 

Be bould, be bould, and c^GLy ivheie be boukl I 

4 He is the usual poltioon conUanted wi111 Lhe manly and masleiftil giih 
a conjunction of the lioness and Lhe lamh sometimes seen in teal hfo 

5 That he might see Jamilali as Ibiahim bad piomiscd. 
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saw her, he said, “Fare ye in Allah’s safety. I am bound to 
Bassorah, on business for the Sultan - but the gift is for him who 
is present. 1 2 3 4 * * ” Then he brought out a box of sweetmeats, wherein 
was Bhang and threw it into our boat: wlieicupon quoth I to 
Jamilah, u O coollh of mine eyes, cat of this.” But she wept and 
said, “ O Ibrahim, wottest thou who that is ? " and said I, “Yes, 
’Lis Such-an-oue." Replied she, “ He is my first cousin, son of my 
father's brother, 9 who sought me aforetime in marriage of my sue ; 
but I would not accept of him. And now he has gone toBassorali 
and most like he will tell my father of us.” I lejoined, “ G my 
lady, he will not reach Bassoiah lill wc are at Mosul.” But we 
knew not what lurked for us in the Secret Pm pose. Then (con¬ 
tinued Ibrahim) I ate of Lhe sweetmeat, but hardly liad it reached 
my stomach when I smote the giound with my head; and lay 
theie till near dawn, when I sneezed and the Bhang issued from 
iny nostrils. With this, I opened my eyes and iountl myself naked 
and cast out among ruins; so I buffeted my face and said in 
myself, n Doubtless this is a trick AbSandalaui hath played me," 
But I knew not whither I should wend, foi I had upon me naught 
save my bng-lrouBcifi." However, I rose and walked on a hide, 
till I suddenly espied the Chief of Police coming towards me, 
with a posse of men with swords and taiges 1 ; whereal I took 
fright, and seeing a ruined Ham mam hid myself theie. Presently 
my foot stumbled upon something so I put my hand to it, and it 
became befouled with blood, I wiped my hand upon my bag- 
trousers, unknowing what had befouled it, and put it out a second 
time, when it fell upon a coipsc whose head came up in my hand. 
I threw it clown, saying, “Them is no Majesty and there is no 
Might save in Allah, Lhe Glorious, the Gical I ” and I took lefuge 
m one of the cotnei-cabinets of Lhe Ilammam, Presently the 
YYali stopped at the baLh-dooi and said, “ Enter this place and 
search." So ten oT them entered with cressets, and I of my fear 
lelired behind a wall and looking upon the corpse, saw it tc be 


1 A popular saying, i 0 les absents ont toujoius tort 

2 Who had a piior right to many her, hut not against her consent after 
she was of age 

3 Arab, “SirwAl." In Al-Hariu it is a singular form (sec No li of 
the twelva lkldles m Ass, xxiv.J ; but Mohammed said to his follov/eis 
" Tuakhldiizu M (adopt ye) " Saiawildt. ,J The latter is regulaily declinable, 
hut the broken foun Saidwii is imperfectly declinable on account of its 
11 heaviness," as aie all plurals whose thud letter is an Alif followed by i or j 
In the next syliable. 

4 Arab. “ MnUtrik" from mitralc or mi Irak nil, a small wooden shield coated 

with hide This, even in the picsent day, is the policeman's equipment in the 

outer parts of tlic East, 
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that of a young lady 1 with a face like the fall moon; and her 
head lay on one side and her body clad in cosily laiment oil 
the other. When I saw this, my head fluttered with affright. 
Then the Chief of Police eotcicd and said, “Scaicli the corners of 
the bath, 11 So they entered the pLace wherein I was, and one 
of them seeing me, came up bending in hand a knife half a cubit 
long. When he (hew nm me he cried, " Glory be to God, tlic 
Creator of this fair face! O youth, whence art thou?” Then 
he took me by Llie hand and said, 11 O youlli, why slowest thou 
Lhis woman?” Said I, “By Allah, I slew her not, not wol I 
who slew her, and I enteied not this place but in feat of you! " 
And I told him my case, adding, “Allah upon thee, do me no 
wrong, for I am m concern for myself I n Then he look me and 
cauicci me to the Wall who, seeing the marks of blood on my 
hand, said, “This needetli no proof: strike off Ins head I”—— 
And bhahia^ad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her 
permitted say. 


Jftalu tofjen it toas tljc Bum ibunUccU null JFirtjuuiUJ JlSkgbt, 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Ibuihim 
continued :—Then they car lied me before the WaJi and lie, seeing 
the bloodstains on my hand, cued, “This incetteLh no proof 
strike off his head I*’ Now healing these wolds, I wept with soie 
weeping, the teais streaming horn my eyes, and lecited these two 
couplets 2 :— 

Wc trod the steps that foi us were will, * And whose steps siro 
written he needs must tread ; 

And whose death is decreed in one land to lie * lie nc’oi shall [mj^h 
in othei stead. 

Then I sobbed a single sob and fell a-swoon; and the headsman’s 
lieaLt was moved to mill forme, and ho exclaimed, “By Allah, this 
fa no nlutthcici’s face!" Bui the Chief said, “Smile his neck." 
So they seated me on the rug of blood and bound my eyes ; after 
which the awoidoL chew lus sword, and, asking leave of the Wall, 
was about to strikes oif my head, whiisL I cried out, “Alas, my 
sh angelhood! " when lo and behold! I heard a noise of Uorur 


1 Aiab 11 Sahiyah," for which I lucfcL' Mr. l'aync'b “ ycuuifc Lady" Lo 
Kane’s " damsel ", Llie I.iUgl should bii confined to J.u ly all, as both l>au Lhe 
double sense of gill and slave (oi servant) gul. “ilnit " again is dangliloi, 
maid, ur simply gni 

2 The bouse of them is [omul in vol r night vwviii. 
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coming' up, and a voice calling aloud, ‘'Leave him! Stay thy 
hand, O Sworder l" Now there was for this a wondious reason 
and a marvellous cause; and 'twas thus. AUKhasib, Wazir of 
Egypt, had sent his Head Chamberlain to the Caliph Harim 
al-Rashid with presents and a letter, saying, “ My son hath been 
missing this year past, and I hear that he is iu Baghdad; where¬ 
fore I crave of the bounty of the Viceregent of Allah Lb at he 
make seaLcli for tidings of him, and do his endeavour to find him 
and send him back to me with the Chamberlain.” When the 
Caliph read the missive, he commanded the Chief of Police to 
search out the truth of the matter, and he ceased not to enquire 
after Ibiahim till it was told him that he was at Bassoridi, where¬ 
upon he infouned Lhe Caliph, who wrote a letter to the viceroy and 
giving it to the Chamberlain of Egypt, bade him repair to Bassorali 
and take with him a company of the Wazir’s followers. So, of Lns 
eagerness to find the son of his lord, the Chambeilain set out 
fortluighl and happened by the way upon Ibrahim, as lie stood 
on tho rug of blood. When Lhe Wall saw the Chamberlain, he 
recognised him and alighted to him; and as he asked, “What 
young man is that and what is his case ? M lhe Chief told him 
how the matter was, and the Chamberlain said (and indeed he 
knew him not for the son of Lhe Sultan 1 ), “Veiily this young man 
hath not the face of one who murtheieth. ,p And he bade loose his 
bonds; so they loosed him, and the Chamberlain said, 11 Bring liun 
to me!" and they brought, lnm, but the officer knew him noL, his 
beauty being all gone for the horrors he had endured. Then the 
Chamberlain said to him, M Q youth, tell me thy case, and how 
come tlx this slain woman with thee." Ibrahim looked at him and 
knowing him, said lo him, “Woe to thee I Dost thou not know 
me ? Ain 1 not Ibrahim, son of thy lord ? Haply thou art come 
in quest of me." With this the Chanibetlain considered him 
strailly, and knowing him right well, thiew himself at his feet; 
which when tho Wall saw, his colour changed, and the Chamber- 
lain cnod to him, fl l ? Ie upon thee, O tyrant! Was it thine intent 
to slay the sou of my master, Al-IChasib, Wazir of Egypt ? M The 
Chief of Police kissed his skut, saying, *‘0 my lord, 2 how should 

1 Hole lhe text is defective, but I liaidly liko to supply the omission, Mr, 
Fa-yno introduces from below, "for that lus chaims weie xvasted and 1m 
fivoui changed by reason of the much teiror and alllictlon lie had buffered " 
'lhe nc\t lino* a Iso are very abrupt and unconnected 

2 Aiab " Yu Mnnlayn. l J ’ the term is still used throughout Moslem UmU, 
but in Ihubaiy, whoic it is pronounced 11 MoalAee," Euiopeans haxe converted 
it to " Huley,” ns if it had some connection wiLh the mute Even m Robinson 
Ciusog we hnil 11 lmily " or '■ Moly Ismael” (cliapt. li) , and we hear thelnjjh- 
sountling name Maula-i-Idm, the patron ^amtof the Sunset Land, debased to 

Mil ley Dus,” 
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I know him ? We found him in this plight and saw the giil lying 
slam by his side. 11 Rejoined the Cham be l lain, “ Out on thee I 
TIiou ait not lit for the office. This is a lad of fifteen and he hath 
not slain a spairmv; so how should he bo n mmlherci ? Why 
didst thou not have patience wiLh liim and question him of his 
case? 1 ' Then the Chamberlain and the Wall cried to the men, 
f< Make search for the young lady's nnuthercr/' So they re-eiiteied 
the bath, and finding him brought him to the Chief of Police, who 
cairicd him to the Caliph and acquainted him with that which had 
occurred, Al-Rasliid bade slay the slaj^er, and sending foi Ibrahim, 
smiled in bis face and said to him, "Tell me thy tale and that 
which hath hetided thee." So he recounted to him his story from 
first to last, and it was grievous to the Caliph, who called Masrur 
Jus Swouler, and said to him, H Go straightway and fall upon the 
house of Abu nl-Kasim al-Sandalani, and bring me him and the 
young lady/’ The eunuch went foith at once, and breaking into 
the house, found Jamilah bound with her own hair and nigh upon 
death, so he loosed hei,jmd taking the pnmtci, canted them both 
to the Caliph, whomaiveiled at Jamilali’s beauty. Then he tinned 
to ALSmid&lani and said, “Take him and cut off h\s bands, where¬ 
with he beat this young lady; then crucify Jinn and deliver his 
moneys and possessions to Ibrahim." They did bis bidding, and 
as they weic thus, behold, m came Abu rd-Lays, governor of 
Jtasborah, the Lady Jamilah’s father, seeking aid of the Caliph 
against Ibrahim bin al-Khasib, Wazir of RgypL, and complaining 
to him that the youth had taken his daughtei. Quoth Al-Rashid, 

II He hath been the means of delivering her from Loiluic and 
slaughter." Then he sent for Ibrahim, and when he came, he scud 
to Abu al-Lays, 11 Will thou not accept of this young man, son of 
the Sol dan 1 of Egypt, as husband to thy da lighter ? 99 Replied 
Abu al-Lays, u I bear and I obey Allah and thee, O Commander 
of the Faithful " J whereupon the Caliph summoned tlte Kazi 
and the witnesses and manied the young lady to Ibiahinu 
Fiuthermoie, he gave him all AKSamlalani's wealth and 
equipped him fot his return to his own country, whore he 
abode with Jamil all in the utmost of bliss and the most peifcct 
of happiness, till there came to them the Destioycr of delights 
ami the Sundeteu of societies; and glory be to the Living who 
dieth not I They also relate, O auspicious King, a talc nnenfc 


i " Soldan " is pieMimabJy an ciror fai " Wfl/ir "—L. C S, 
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ABU AL,-I-IASAN OF KHORASAN. 1 

Tim Caliph AI-Mu' la/id Hi 'Kali 3 was a high-sphiled Piince and 
■a noble-minded loid; he had in Baghdad six hundied Wazirs 
and of the affalis of the folk naught was hidden fiom him. He 
went forth one clay, he ancl Ibn Hamdun," to divert himself with 
observing his lieges and healing the latest news of the people; 
and, being oveL taken with the heats of noonday, they turned 
aside flora the main Ihoronghfme into a little by-stiect, at the 
upper end whet oof they saw a handsome and high-builded 
mansion, discoursing of its ownci with the longue of praise, 
They sal down aL the gate to Lake ies(, and presently out came 
two eunuchs as they weie moons on tlieir fouiteenth night. Ouoth 
one of them to his fellow, "Would Ifeaveu some guest would" seek 
admission this day ! My master will not eat hut with guests and 
we are come to this hom and I have not yet seen a soul.” The 
Caliph marvelled at their speech and said, "This is a pi oof of the 
house-mas Lei’s JibcLalily ; thcieisno help but Lhat we go in to 
him and notu his goneiosity, and tins shall be a means of favour 
betiding him from us.” So he said to the Eunuch, « Ask leave of 
thy loid for the admission of a company 1 of sliangers,” For in 
those days it was the Caliph's wont, whenas he was minded to 
observe his subjects, to disguise himself 111 merchant's gaib. The 
eunuch went in and told his master, who rejoiced, and rising, 
•came out to them in person, lie was fair of favour and fine of 
form, and ho appealed clad in a tunic of NishapfiH silk and a gold 

t Lane omits this Laic because " it is very smniUi\ but infer kn in interest, 
to the Sloiy told by the Sultan's Steward '* Sec vol, 1 night \xvji 

2 Sixteenth Abbasidc, A ? II. 270*289 ( = A,D, 801*902) "He was comely, 
intiepid, of grave exteuor, majestic 111 presence, of considerable intellectual 
powcu aiul the fiercest of Llm Caliphs of the House of Abbas lie once had the 
coiuage Lo attach a lion " (Al-Siyuli). I may add that lie was n good soldier 
and an excellent admimsliator, who was called SnlfAh the Second because he 
1 efoiuuled the House of Abbas, He was exceedingly fanatic and died of 
sensuality, having first kicked his doctor to death, and ho spent his last 
moment m versifying; 

3 IT am dim bin IsmA'il, called the KaLib or Scnbe, was the first of his 
family who followed the picife^siori of a Nadhn or Clip companion Ills son 
Ahmad (who is in the text) was an oral tiansmitter of poetiVRnd history 
Al-Siyiiti (p, 3Q0) and De Slane I, Khali (ii 304) notice him 

4 Probably the Caliph had attendants, but the text afterwards speaks of 
Lhcm as two. Mac. Edit lv p 558, line 2 ; and a feu lines below, "the 
Caliph and the man with him." 

5 Aiab. " NaysdbAr," the famous town I11 Khorasan where Umar-i- 
Khayyam (whom our people will call Omar Khayyim) was buried, and where 
his tomb ia still a place of pious visitation. A sketch of it has lately 
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laced mantle; and lie dripped with scented waters and wore on 
liia hand a signet ring of rubies, When he saw them he said to- 
them, u Well come and welcome to the loids who favour us with 
the utmost of favour by their coming I M So they entered the 
house and found it such as would make a man foi get family and 

fatherland, foi il was like a piece of Paiadisc.-And Sliahiazad 

perceived tlio dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

JiHoiu lufKii it ms \])z JQmc Ibiin&rctr iSdjdicfl) JHhff&t, 

She continued, It hath ieachcd me, O auspicious King, that when 
the Caliph enlcied the mansion, he and the man with him, they 
saw it to he such as would make one forget family and fat hei land, 
foi it was lilcca piece of Paiadisc. WiLhin it was a flower-garden, 
full of all kinds of Lrces, confounding sight, and its dwelling-places 
were furnished with costly fund Lure- They sat down and the 
Caliph fell to gazing at the house and Llio household geai. 
(Quoth Ibii Hamdun) I looked at lho Caliph and saw his 
countenance change, and being wont to know from his face 
whether he was amused or au-angcLed, said to myself, lf I wonder 
what hath vexed hini. ,J Then they luoughL a golden basin and 
wc washed oiu hands, afte 1 which Lhey spiead a silken cloth and 
set thereon a table of l at tan. When the covets wcie taken off 
the dishes, we saw therein meats rate as the blooms of Piime in 
the season of their utmost scarcity, twofold and single, and the 
host said, ff Iiisirullah, O my louls ! By Allah, hunger piickclh 
mo; so favour me by eating of this food, as is the fusluon of the 
noble/’ Thereupon he began Lcaiing fowls apmt and laying them 
befote us, laughing the while and lepealing vciscs and telling 
stoiies and talking gaily with pleasant sayings such as sorted wilh 
the enteUninment. We ate and thank, then removed to anothcr 
ioom, which confounded beholders with its beauty and which 
reeked wiLh excpiisite peifumes, IIcic they biought ms a tray 
of fruits fleshly gathered and swuclmeaLs the finest flavoured, 
wildcat our joys iuci eased and our cares ceased, lhit withal the 
Caliph (continued lbn IInmdun) ceased not to wcul a fiowning 
face and smiled not at thaL which gladdened all souls, albeit iL 


appc.ncd in the illustialed papeis. l 7 oi an aflcclinir talc concerning Uio 
ftsUonomci-poeL’a Lomb, bona wed lioiu the NigluiiisL/m, sec; llie PiulflCe by 
l he late All FiLsgcmUl, whose adnm.ihUs excel pt s ho in the Kill uiy.U (ioi on L 
of 820 quatiams) have made the poem popular among all the hin^lislv-speakuig 
races 
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was his wont to love mirth and merriment and the putting away 
of cares, and I knew that he was no envious wight and oppLessoi. 
So I said to myself, “ Would Heaven I knew what is the cause 
of his moioseness, and why \ve cannot dissipate his ill-humour!’' 
Presently they brought the tray of wine which friends doth conjoin, 
and clarified diaughls in flagons of gold and crystal and silver, and 
Lhc hosL smote with a rat tan-wand on the door of an inner chamber, 
wheieupon behold, it opened and out came tiuee damsels, high- 
bosomed virginity with faces like the sun at the fourth hour of 
the day, one a lutist, another a haipisl, and the thud a dancer- 
aUistc, Then lie sel befoie us dried fruits and confections and 
chew between ns anrl the damsels a curtain of biocade, with tassels 
of silk and migs of gold. The Caliph paid no heed to all this, 
but said to the host, who knew not who was in liis company, " Art 
thou noble L ? *' Said he, “ No, my lord ; I am but a man of the 
sons of Lhe 111 ere ha 11 is and am known among the folk as Alni 
al-Hasnn Ali, son qf Ahmad of Kliorasan.” Ouoth the Caliph, 
11 Dost thou know me, O man?" and quoth he, " By Allah, 0 
my loid, I have no knowledge of eiLher of your lionouisl N Then 
said I to him, “ O man, this is the Commander of the Faithful, 
Al-Mn’tazidIJi’JJflh, grandson of Al-Mulawakkil aiadkih/*” Where¬ 
upon lie rose and kissed ground befoLe the Caliph, trembling for 
fear of him, and said, H 0 Prince of True Believers, I conjure 
thee, by the viUne of thy pious foibeais, an thou have seen in me 
any shoi loomings cu lack of good manners in thy presence, do 
thou forgive me I ff Replied the Caliph, f< As for that which thou 
hast done with us of honouring and hospitality, nothing could have 
exceeded it; and as foi that wherewith I have to reproach Uiee 
hole, an thou tell me the truth respecting it and it commend itself 
to my sense, thou shall be saved from me ; but, an thou tell me 
not Llic tiulh, I will lake thee with manifest proof and punish thee 
with such pimiahmenl us never yet punished any. 11 Quoth the 
mail, n Allah forbid llial I tell thee a lie I But what is it that 
thou lopioachcsl to me, O Conurmndei of the Faithful ? ” Quoth 
the Caliph, “ Since I entered thy mansion and looked upon its 
giandcui, I have noted the furniture and vessels therein, nay, 
even to thy clothe*,, and behold, on all of them is the name of 

1 Aiab il A-ShariJT anla? 11 (with the Ilaniyah-sign of mtei. legation) = Art 
lliou a Sharif (01 descendant of the Apostle) ? 

2 Tenth Abbnside (AH. 23.1-2.17=:apS-861), giandson of A l-k ash id and 
bom of a blavc-concuhine lie was famous for his halted of tlic Alitles (lie 
deslioyed the tomb of Al-Hmajn) and claimed the paulon of Allah Jba having 
lQvkcd orthodox traditionary doctrines, He compelled the Chnstianbto wear 
collaibi of wood 01 leathei ami was assassinated by five Tmks, 
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my grandfather Al-Mutawakkil ala’llah. 1 " Answered Abu al- 
Hasan, Ci Yes , O Commander of the Faithful (the Almighty 
protect tlieel), tiuth is thine innci garb and sincerity is thine 
outer ga uncut, and none may speak olhciwise than tmJy in 
thy presence." The Caliph bade him be seated and said, Ci Tell 
usi" So he began :—Know, O Commander of the Faithful, 
Lhat my faLhcr belonged to the maikcts of llio money-changer? 
and tluiggisls and huoncliapcrs, and had in each hazai a shop and 
an agent and all lands of goods. Moreover, behind the money- 
channel's shop he had an apartment, where ho might be private, 
appointing the shop for buying and selling. His wealth was 
beyond count, and to his nehes there was none amount ; but he 
had no child othci than myself, and he loved me and was tenderly 
fain ol me. When his last hour was at hand, he called me to him 
and commended my mother to my cate and cliaigcd me to fear 
Almighty Allah. Then lie died, may Allah have mercy upon him 
and continue the Piince of True UclievoLfl on life I And I gave 
myself up to pleasure and eating and drinking and took to myself 
conuades and intimates. My mother used to foibid me fiom this 
and to blame me for it, hut 1 would noL hear a word from her, 
till my money was nil gone, when I sold my lands and houses and 
nruighL was left me save the mansion wheiein T now dwell, and it 
was a goodly stead, O Commander of the Faithful. So I said lo 
my mother, “I wish Lo sell the house " ; but she said, “ 0 my son, 
an thou sell it, thou wilt be dishonoured and wilt have no place 
wheiein lo take shelter." Quoth I, <f, Tis woith five thousand 
tlimvis, ami with one thousand of its price I will buy me another 
house and trade with the icsl,” Quolli she, ft Wilt thou sell it to 
me at that price ? " and 1 replied, “ Yes. 11 Whereupon she wcnL 
to a coflei and opening it, tool: out a porcelain vessel, wheiein woie 
five thousand dinars. When I saw this, meseemed the house was 
all of gold, and she said to me,O my son, think not that this is of 
thy falhci’s good. I 3 y Allah, O my son, it was of my own fal-hcr's 
money and I have treasuied it up against a time of need; for, in 
thy father's day I was a wealthy woman and had no need of it/' 


i I-Iis fatho was Al-Mu'tnsim brilah (A II. 218-^27~83>8*|3) the sun of 
Al-Rnshid by M arid all, a slavc-con cub mo of foreign oiigin. lie was biavc and 
of high splat, but destitute of education.; and hts personal strength was hueli 
lliat lie could brcalc a man's elbow between his Angels. Ito imitated the 
apparatus of Peisian kings, and lie was called the "Octoiiaiy" because lie 
was the 8th Abbavitle; the 8th in descent from Abbas; iho Sill sou of Al- 
Rashid, lie began Ins jcign in All 218 p lived 48 yeais; was born under 
Scoipio (8H1 Zodiacal sign); was victouous in 8 expeditions; stewS impoilant 
foes r ancl left S male and B female child ion. For his iiUiodncing 'rinks see 
vol i. night cxlli* 
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I toolc the money from her, O Prince of True Believers, and fell 
again to feasting nnd carousing and mcriy-making with my friends, 
unheeding my mother's words and admonitions, till tile five 
thousand dinars came to an end, when I said to her, 41 I wish to 
sell the house." Said she, 44 O my son, I forbade thee fiom selling 
it before, of my knowledge that thou hadst need of it; so how 
wilt thou sell it a second lime ? " Quoth I, n Be nol iongsome of 
speech wilh me, for I must and will sell it"; and quoth she, 

II Then sell it to me for fifteen thousand dlums, on condition that 
I take charge of thine affairsSo I sold her the house at llial 
price and gave up my affairs into her chaige, whereupon she 
sought out the agents of my father and gave each of them a 
thousand dinars, keeping the rest in her own hands and ordering 
the outgo and the income. Moreovei, she gave me money to 
trade withal and said to me, {f Sil thou in thy father's shop, 1 ’ So 
I did her bidding, O Commander of the Faithful, and took up my 
abode in the chamber behind the shop in the market of the money - 
changers, and my friends came and bought of me and I sold to 
them; whereby I made good cheape and my wealth increased. 
When my mother saw me in this fair way, she discovered to me 
that which she had treasured up of jewels and precious stones, 
pearls, ancl gold, and I bought back my houses and lands Lhat 1 
had squandered and my wealth became gieat as before, I abode 
thus for some time, and the factors of my father came to me and 
I gave them stock-in-trade, and I built me a second chamber be¬ 
hind the shop, One (fay, as I sat there, according to my custom, 
O Prince of Turn Believers, there came up to me a damsel, 
never saw eyes a fairer than she of favour, and said, 44 Is this the 
private shop of Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Ahmad al-Khorasani ? n 
Answeied I, “Ycs, 1 ’ and she asked, “ Where is he ? ” ,c He am If 
said I, and indeed my wit was dazed at the excess of her loveliness 
She saL down and said to me, 14 Bid thy page weigh me oat three 
bundled dinars," Accordingly, I bade him give her that sum find 
he weighed it out Lo her and she took it and went away, leaving 
me stupefied. Quoth my mail to mu, “ Dost Lhou know her ? u 
and quoth I, “ No, by Allah ! 11 He asked, 41 Then why didst tliou 
bid me give her the money?" and I answered, M By Allah, I 
knew not what I said, of my amazement al her beauty and love¬ 
liness I M Then lie rose and followed her, without my knowledge, 
but presently relumed, weeping and with the mark of a blow on 
his face. I enquired of him what ailed him, and he ieplied, H I 
followed the damsel, Id see whither she went, but when she was 
aware of me she turned and dealt me tkfa blow and all but knocked 
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out my eye. 1 ’ Aftei Lhis> a month passed without her coming, 0 
Commander of the Faithful, ancl I abode bewildered for love of 
hei ; but at the end of this time she suddenly appealed again 
and saluted me, wlicicat I was like to fly with joy. She asked mo 
how I did, and said to me, “Haply thou saiclst to thyself, What 
manner of tnckstiess is this, who hath taken my money and made 
off? " Answcied I, “ By Allah, O lily lady, my money and my life 
are all thy veiy own!” With this, she unveiled herself and sat 
down to lest, with the Liinkcts and ornaments playing over her 
face and bosom. Presently she said to me, “ Weigh mo out three 
bundled dinars.” “Hearkening and obedience, 11 answered I, and 
weighed out Lo her the money. She took it and went away and I 
baitl Lo my servant, ff Polio w her.” So he followed her, but 
relumed duinbfstiuck, and some lime passed without my seeing 
her. But as I was sitting one day, behold, she came up to me, 
and after talking awhile, said to me, “Weigh me out five hundred 
dinais, for I have need of them. 1 ’ I would have said to her, 
11 Why should I give thee my money?” but my love immense 
hindered me Irom utterance; for, O Bunco of True Believers, 
whenever I saw her, I trembled in every joint and my colour 
paled and I foigot what I -would have said and became even ns 
sailli the poet :■— 

u, Tis naught but this 1 When a-sudden 1 see her * Miunclmnca 

I bide nor a word can say hoi," 

So I weighed out for her the five hundred ducats, and she look 
them and went away ; whoiuupon 1 qlosg and followed her 
myself, till she came to the jewel-bazar, whciu she sLopped at a 
man's shop ancl took of him a necklace. Then she tinned and 
seeing me, said, “Pay him five hundred dinars for me.” When 
the jeweller saw me lie cose to me and made much of me, and I 
said Lo him, “ Give her the necklace and set down the price lo 
me." He replied, " 1 hear and obey,” and she Look it ancl wcuL 

away;-And Shahiazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

saying hei permitted say. 

JQnto UiTjeii if toms (Jjc Jl3mc ljMnrtrcb nub jQtjr&f, 

She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious ICmg, that Abu 
llasan the Khoiasani thus pm sued his tale:—Sa I said Lo the 
jewellei, “ Give her the necklace and set down the price Lo me.” 
Then she took it and went away ; but I followed her, till she 
came to the Tig us and boaided a boat thcie, wheioupon I signed 
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with my hand to the giound, as who should. s.iy v " I kiss it before 
thee.” She went off laughing, and I stood watching her, till 
I saw her land and enter a palace, which when I considered, 
I knew it for tlio palace of the Caliph Al-MutawakMl, So I 
turned back, O Commander of the Faithful, with all the cares in 
the world fallen on my heait, for she had of me three thousand 
dinars, and I said to myself, “ She hath LaUcn my wealth and 
ravished my wit, and pci adventure I shall Jose my life for her 
Jove.” Then I returned home and told my mother all that had 
befallen me, and she said, “ 0 my son, beware how thou have to 
da with her after this, or thou art losi." When I went to my 
shop, my factor in tlv* drug-market, who was a very old man, 
I'smic to me and said, f ‘ O my lord, how is it that I see thee 
changed in case and showing marks* of chngnn ? Tell me what 
ailetli thee.” So I told him all that had befallen me with her, 
and he said, n O my son, this is indeed one of the handmaidens 
of the palace of the Commander of the Faithful and haply 
.she is the Caliph's favourite concubine : so do thou lcckon 
the money as spent for the sake of Almighty Allah 1 and occupy 
thyself no moie with her. An she conic again, beware Jest she 
have to do with Llicc, and tell me of this that 1 may devise 
thee some device le c d perdition betide thee,* 1 Then lie fared 
forth and left me with a flame of fire hi my heart. At the 
end of the month, behold, she came again and I rejoiced in Im 
with exceeding joy. Quoth she, " What ailed thee to follow 
me?” and quolh I, 41 Excess of passion that is in my heart 
urged me to this”; and I wept befoie her. She wept for ruth 
of me and said, ,l I 3 y Allah, there is noL in thy heait aught of 
love-longing but in my heart is more I Yet how shall I do ? By 
Allah, I have no rcsomcc save to see thee thus once a month ." 
Then she gave me a bill, saying, ft Cany Lins to Such-an-one of 
such a trade who is my agent, and take of him what is named 
therein.” IhiL I replied, lf I have no need o£ money; bo my 
wealth and my life Lhy saciifice]” Quoth she, 14 1 will right 
soon contrive Lhcc a means of access to me, whatever trouble it 
cost me,” Then she fa re we lied me and faied forth, whilst I 
repaired to ihe old druggist and told him what had passed- He 
went with me to the palace of Al-Mutawakldl which I knew for 
that which the damsel had entered; but the Shaykli was at a 
loss for a device. Presently he espied a tailor silting with his 
prentices at woik in his shop, opposite the lattice giving upon 


i i'C> as it it wclc given away In chanty. 
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the river-bank and said to me, “Yonder is one by whom thou 
slialt win thy wi&h ; but Hist: tear thy pocket and go to him and 
bid him sew it up. When he hath done this, give him ten 
dinars/' “I heal and obey/’ answered I, and talcing with 
two pieces 1 of Greek brocade, went to the tailor and bade him 
make of them four suits, two with long-sleeved coats and two 
without* When be had finished cutting them out and sewing 
them, I gave him to his hire much more than of wont, and he put 
out his hand to me with the clothes ; but 1 said, “ Take them for 
thyself and for those who are with thee/' And I fell to sitting 
with him and sitting long. I also bespoke of him other clothes 
and said to him, Hang them out in the hunt of thy shop, so the folk 
may see them and buy them/' lie did as I bade him, and whoso 
came forth of the Caliph's palace and aught of the clothes pleased 
lum, I made Ium a present Lheicof, even to the door-keeper. One 
day of the days the tailor said to me, “ O my son, I would have 
thee tell me the truth of thy case; for thou hast bespoken of me 
an hundred costly suits, each worth a mini of money, and hast 
giveu the most of them to the folk. This is no merchant's 
fashion, for a moichant calleth an account for every diiIiam, and 
what can be the sum of thy capital that thou givcsl these gifts, 
and what thy gain every year? Tell me the truLli of thy case, 
that I may assist thee to thy desire"; piescntly adding, “I 
conjure thee by Allah, tell me, art thou not in Jove ? " “ Yes," 

replied I; and he said, “With whom ? " Quoth I, “With one of 
Hie handmaids of Lhe Caliph’s palace " ; and quoth he, “Allah put 
them to shame I How long shall Lhcy seduce the folk ? KnowesL 
thou licr name ? ,p Said I, “No"; and said ho, “ Desciibo her 
tome/* So I described hei to him and he ciicd, " Oul on it! 
This is the liUnnjsL of Lhe Caliph Al-MuUiwakkil and his pel 
concubine. But shehaLhn Mameluke 11 and do thou make friends 
wiLh him; it may be he shall become the means of Lhy having 
access Lo her.” Now as we were talking, behold, out walked the 
servant in question fiom the palace, as he were a moon on the 
fourteenth night; and, seeing that 1 had beibie me the clothes 
which Lhe tailor had made me, and they avoic of biocade of all 
colours, he Liegan to look at them and examine them. Then he 
came up to me and I ioso and saluted him. lie asked, “ Who 
ait thou?” and I answered, “I am a man of the meichants/ 1 


x Aiab ■■ Shukluili," a woid much lued in lhe Zanzibar Eiado, wlioi o it 
means a niece of long-clotli one fathom long See my " Take Regions of 
Central /Ui-ica," vol i etc. 

, 2 He is aftcnvaids called in t>vo pUcci "Khiklim " = eunuch, 
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Quoth lie, 11 Wilt thou sell these clothes ? “ and quoth I, ‘‘Yes. 11 
So he chose out five of them and said to me, “ How much these 
live ? " Said I, 14 They are a present to thee fiom me in earnest 
of friendship between me and thee,” At this he rejoiced and 
I went home, and fetching a suit embroidered with jewels and 
jacinths, worth three thousand dinars, returned theiewiLh and 
gave it to him. He accepted it and carrying me into a room 
within the palace, said to me, n What is thy name among the 
merchants ? " Said I, lf I am a man of them. 1 ” He continued, 
u Veiily I misdoubt me of thine affair.” I asked, u Why so?” 
and he answeied, 11 Because thou hast bestowed on me a costly 
gift and won my heart therewith, and I make certain that thou 
ait Abu al-Has an of Khorasan, the Shioff. M With this I fell 
a-weeping, O Prince of True Believers; and he said to me, 
“ Why dost thou weep ? By Allah, she for whom thou weepest 
is yet moie longingly in love with thee than thou with her I 
And indeed her case with thee is notorious among all the palace 
women, But what wouldst Lhou have?” Quoth I, “ I would 
have thee succour me in my calamity/' So he appointed me 
for the morrow and I returned home. As soon as I rose next 
morning, I betook myself to him and waited in his chamber 
till he came in and said to me, M Know that yesternight, when 
after having made an end of her service by the Caliph, she 
returned to her apartment, I related to her all that had passed 
between me and thee, and she is minded to forgather with 
thee. So stay with me till the end of the day. 1 ’ Accordingly 
I stayed with him Lill dark, when the Mameluke brought me a 
shirt of gold-inwoven stuff and a suit of the Caliph’s apparel 
and, cloLhing me therein, incensed me* and I became like the 
Commander of the Faithful. Then he brought me to a gallery 
with rows of 100ms on cither side, and said to mo, "These 
are the lodgings of the Chief of the slave-girls ; and when thou 
passest along the gallery, do thou lay at each door a bean, for 

his the custom of the Caliph to do this every night,-And 

Shahrnzad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say. 


1 A courteous way of saving, ,f Never mind my name : I wish to keep it 
hidden." The fcnniula is still popular 

2 Arab. "Bokhkharan! 11 p.e. fumigated me with burning aloes-wood, 
Calumba, or similar mateiial. 
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She resumed, It hath leached me, O auspicious ICing, that the 
Mameluke said to Abu Hasan, “ When thou passest along 
the gallery set down at each door a bean, for 'tis the custom of the 
Caliph so to do, till thou come to the second passage on tliy right 
hand, when thou will see a door with a marble threshold. 1 2 Touch 
it with thy hand or, an Ihou wilt, count the doors which aLe so 
many, and enter Lhe one whose maiks are thus and thus. There 
thy mistress will see thee and lake thee in with her. As for Lhy 
coming forLh, veiily Allah will make it easy to me* though I cany 
thee out in a chest.” Then he left me and leturned, whilst I went 
on counting the doois and laying at each a bean* When I had 
reached the middle of Lhe gallery, I hemd a great clatter and saw 
the light of flambeaux coming towards me, As the light chew 
near me, I looked at it and behold, the Caliph hintedf came sur¬ 
rounded by the slave-giiis car lying waxen lights, and I heard one 
of the women 11 say to anoLhei, M O my sisLer, have we two Caliphs? 
Vcnly, the Caliph whose perfumes and essences I smclL, hath 
already passed by my room and he hath laid the bean at my door, 
as is his wont; and now I see the light of his flambeaux, and 
lieie he comelh with them. 11 Replied the other, “Indeed, this is 
a wondrous thing, for disguise himself in Lhe Caliph’s habit none 
would dare.” Then the light drew near mo, whilst I trembled in 
every limb; and up came an cmnicli, crying out to the concubines 
and saying, “ Ilithci t” Whereupon they turned aside to one of 
tLie chambeis and enteied. Then they came out again and walked 
on till they came to the chamber of my mistress and I hcaicl the 
Caliph say,Whose chamber is this ? ” They answered, “This is 
the chamber of SUajaiat al-Purr.” And he said, “ Call her.' 1 So 
they called her and she came nut and kissed Lhe feet of the Caliph* 
who said to her, “ Wilt thou drink to-night ? ” Quoth she, “ But 
for thy presence ancl the looking on thine auspicious countenance, 
I would not drink* for X incline not to wine this night.” Then 
quoth the Commander of Lhe Faithful to the eunuch* 11 Bid the 
Lrcasuid give her such a necklace”; and he commanded to enter 
tui chamber. So the waxen lights entered before him ami ho 


1 In sign of honour The thiesliold is impoi lant amongst Moslems, a jn 
( ne of the Mameluke Soldans* sonulchics near Cairo I found a giaiuto slab 
beiiLing the “ caitouclie ” (shield) of Kluifu (Cheops) with thc3 four hiei oglypLis 
liaully effaced, 

2 i.C one of the concubines by whose dooi lie had passed. 
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followed them into the apaLtment. At the same moment, behold, 
theie came up a damsel, the lustre of whose face outshone that of 
the flambeau in her hand, and drawing neai she said, “ Who is 
this ? " Then she kid hold of me and canying me into one of 
the chambers, Said to me, “Who arL thou?” I kissed ground 
befoie Iigt, saying, “ I implore thee by Allah, O my lady, spare my 
blood and have niLli on me and commend thyself unto Allah by 
saving my life ! ,p and I wept foi feaL of death. Quoth she, 
11 Doubtless thou ait a robber 11 ; and quoth I, “No, by Allah, I 
am no lobbei. Seest thou on me the signs of thieves ? 11 Said she, 
11 Tell me the tuUh of thy case and I will put thee in safety.' 1 So 
I said, “ I nm a silly lover and an ignorant, whom passion and my 
folly have moved to do as thou seest, so that I am fallen into this 
slough of despond." Thereat cried she, “Abide here till I conu 
back to thee " , and going forth, she presently returned with somo 
of hei handmaid's clothes, wheiein she clad me and bade me follow 
her , so 1 followed her till she came to hei apartment and com¬ 
manded me to enter. I went in and she led me to a couch, wlieie- 
on was a mighty fine carpet, and said, “ Sit down here, no harm 
shall befall thee. Art thou not Abu al-Hasan Ali the Khorasani, 
the Shroff?" I answoicd, “Yes 11 ; and she rejoined, “Allah spare 
thy blood, given thou speak tiuth ! An thou be a robber, thou art 
lost, more by token that thou art diessed in the Caliph's habit and 
incensed with his scents. But, an thou be indeed Abu al-Hasan, 
thou art safe and no luut shall happen to tliee, for that Lliou ait 
the fiicnd of Sharajut al-Durr, who is my sister and ceasetli never 
to name thee and tell us how she took of thee money, yet wast 
thou not chagrined, and how thou didst follow her to the river- 
bank ancl inadesL sign as lliou wouldst kiss the earth in her honour, 
and hei heail is yet more a-flaine for thee than is thine for her, 
But how earnest thou liiLher ? Was it by hei older or without it? 
She hath indeed impelilied thy life, 1 But what seekest tliou in 
this assignation with her? " I replied, “ By Allah, 0 my lady, ’tis 
I who have impelilled my own life, and my aim in forgathering 
with her is but to look on her and hear her pretty speech," She 
said, “ Thou hast spoken well ,# ; ancl I added, “ O my lady, Allah 
is my witness when I declaie that my soul piompLcth me to no 
offence against liei honour." Cried she, “In this in tent may Allah 
deliver thee ! Indeed compassion for thee hath gotten hold upon 
my heart." Then she called her handmaid and said to her, “Go 


l EpLstasi!, without the proslahis, "An she ordeicd thee so to do", the 
bilUiilion justifies the lheloucal figmc, 
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to Shajarat al-Durr and say to her:—Thy sister salutetb thee and 
bkldeth thee to lier; so f.ivoiu her by coming to her this night, 
according to thy custom, foi her breast is straitened.” The slave- 
gill went out, and presently returning, told hei misliess that 
Sbajaral aJ-Durr said, "May Allah bless me with tliy long life and 
make me thy ransom J Ry Allah, hadst Lliou bidden me to othei 
than this, I had not hesitated, but the Caliph's migraine con- 
straineth me and thou knowesl my rank with him.” dint the other 
said to hei damsel, “Return to her and say:—Needs must thou 
conic to my mistress upon a puvate matter beLween tlue and hei i N 
So Lhe girl went out again and pi gently letiuned with Lhe cKuiucI, 
whohc face shone Jilce the full moon. Iler sisiei meL her and 
embraced hei, then said she, “ ljn, Abu abHasun, come foitli to 
her and loss heL hands 1 " Now '5 J jVas in a closet within the apart¬ 
ment ; so I walked out, O Commander of the Faithful, and when 
my mistress saw me, she Lhrcw hcisoJf upon me and si.rained me 
to her bosom, saying, 11 How earnest thou in the Caliph’s clothes 
and his ornaments and peifumes? 'Tell me what hath befallen 
thee.” So 1 r cl a Led to her all tliaL had befallen me and what I 
had suflbted foi affright and so forth i and she said, “ Grievous to 
me is what thou hast endmed for my sake, and praised be Allah 
who hath caused Lhe issue to be safely, and the fulfilment of safely 
is in thy enter mg my lodging and that of my sister.” Then she 
earned rue to het own apartment, saying to her sister, 11 1 have 
covenanted with him that I will noL bo uniLed to him unlawfully; 
bv\l as he hath risked himself and incuired these perils, I will be 

earth foi his treacling and dust to his sandals J ”-And Shahiazad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say, 

JHohJ w&fii it iuncf tljr jQfoc f)tiirti'rfc anti 3(ji a tj) l&irt JRiffJdj 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that quoth the 
damsel Lo her sister, "I have covenanted with him that I will not 
be united to him unlawfully; but, as he hath naked himself and 
incurred these perils, I will be earth for hvs beading and dust to 
his sandals l M Replied her sisLer, 11 In this iutenL may Allah 
delivci huiR” and my mistress rejoined, “Soon shall thou sec 
how I will do, so I may lawfully forgather with him, and there is 
no help but that I lavish my heart’s blood to devise this.” Now 
as we were in talk, behold, we heard n greaL noise, and turning 
saw the Caliph making for her chamber, so engrossed was ho by 
the thought of her; whereupon she took me, O Prince of True 
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Believers, and liul me in a souteirain, 1 and shut down the tiap- 
door upon me. Then she went out to meeL the Caliph, who 
entered and sat down, whilst she stood between his hands to 
seivc him, and commanded to bring wine. Now the Caliph loved 
a damsel, by name Banjah, who was the mother of Al-Mu'tazz 
hi 'Hah, 3 but they had fallen out and parted, and m the pride of 
her beauty and loveliness she would not make peace with him, 
nor would Al-Mutawakkil, for the dignity of the Caliphate and 
the kingship, make peace with her, neither humble himself to her; 
albeit his licait was a-flame with passion for her, hut he sought to 
solace his mind fiom her with her mates among the slave-gjrls, 
and with going in to them in then chambers, Now he loved 
Sliajaiat ul-Diur's singing, so he hade her sing, when she took 
the lute, and tuning the strings, sang Lhesc verses:— 

The world tricks I Admit e betwixt me end her ; ■ Mow, us parted, the 
Woiltl would to me incline: 

I shunned thee till said they, “He knows not Love 11 , * 1 sought thee 
till said Limy, “No patience ib mine I " 

Then, O Love of licr> add to niy longing each night < And, O Solace, 
thy com folk foL Doomsday assign 1 

Soft as silk is her touch and hci low sweet voice ■ Twixt o'er much and 
o’er little aye diaweth the line: 

And cync wheicof Allah said “ 13eyel u and they * Became to mail's wit 
like the winking of wine. 

When the Caliph heaul these verses, he was pleasured with 
exceeding pleasure, and I also, 0 Commander of the Faithful, 
was pleaseied m my hiding-place, and but for the bounty of 
Almighty Allah, I bad cried out and we had been disgraced, 
Then she sang also Lhese couplets:— 

I cmlnacc linn, yet after hi in yearns my soul ■ For his love, 1ml can 
aught Llian embrace be Higher ? 

I kiss his lips to assuage my lowc; * Blit each kiss gais it glow with 
more llaming fins i 

’Tis .is though my vitals aye thirst unqucncht * Till I see two souls mut 
in one cnLiu 1 . 

The Caliph wnt* delighted, and said, “ O Shajarat al-Durr, ask a 
boon of me," She replied, n O Commander of the Faithful, I ask 

i Aiab •'SaidiU)/ 1 sec vol i night xxxiii 

z Thirteenth Abbnside, A.II 232-255 { —806-30q). His mother wjv* a 
G ice It slave called Kabihali (A1 Mas’ucli and Al-Siyutij, foi which '‘Banj ill" 
is piabdbly acltincal eiior IIo was exceedingly beau til ill and was the first 
lo lido out with ornaments of gold. Hut ho was impotent in the hands of die 
Turks, who caused the mob lo depose him and to kill liim—his death being 
related in various ways 
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of Ihec my freedom, for the sake of the toward thou wilt obtain 
theiein Quoth lie, “Thou art free foi the love of Allah”; 
whereupon she kissed gi omul before him. He lesumed, "Take 
the lute and sing me somewhat on the subject of my slave-gill, 
of whom I am cnnmoiued with wannest love • the folk seek my 
pleasure and I seek licis.” So she took the lute and sang these 
two couplets :— 

My channel who qpcllost my piety* « On all accounts I'll have thee, 
have (line, 

Or by humble suit which bcsitLutli Love * Or by foice nioic filling my 
sovianty. 

The Caliph admit cd these verses and said, a « Now, lake up thy 
lute and sing me a song selling' ouL my case with three danmels 
who hold the ictus of my hcaU find make rest depart; and they 
aie thyself and that wilful one and anothci 1 will not name, who 
hath noL hci like. I|n So she took the lute and playing a lively 
measure, snug these couplets:— 

Three lovely girls hold my bridle-icln * And in highest stead my licait 
over-reign. 

I have none to obey amid all mankind * But obeying them I hut win 
disdain ; 

This is done tluough the Kingship of Love, whereby h The host of my 
kingship they made then gain. 

The Caliph maiveiled with exceeding msuvel at the aptness of 
Lhese veiscs to his case and his delight inclined him to reconcilia¬ 
tion with the lOCalciLnuil damsel. So he wont forth and made foi 
her chamber, whither a slave-giil preceded him, and announced 
to heL the coming of the Calipli. She advanced to meet him and 
Lussed giouucl befoul him; then slio kissed his feel and ho was 
lcconciled Lo hei and she was reconciled to him. Such was the 
case with the Caliph ; hut as legnrds Shnjauit al-Durr, she camo 
to me rejoicing and said, “ I am become a free woman by thy 
blessed coming I Study Allah will help me in Llial which I shall 
conti ivo, so I may foi gal her with thee in lawful way/ 1 2 3 And 
I said “ Alhamdolillall! ^, Now as we were talking, behold hei 
MatiielnkG’Ciuutch entcied and \vc related to hini that which had 
passed, when he said, “ Praised be Allah who hath made tlioaffur 


1 i.c the toward from Allah for thy good deed 

2 Aiab "Nnsk," abstineiiLci fiom women, a pait of the Zalnd’s ascrlicism, 

3 Aiab " MunA/iiiilij' 1 the veibal nmin of which, 11 Muiid/mah," may 
also mean (l dispute" The student will distinguish between “ Mun.i/aiali 11 
and Munafarah = a contention foi piccedence in presence of an umpiic 
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to end well, and we implore the Almighty to crown his favours 
with thy safe faring forth the palace!" Piesently appeared my 
mistress’s sister, whose name was Fatir, and Shajarat al-Durrsnid 
to her, fi 0 my sister, how shall we do to bring him out of the 
Palace in safety; for indeed Allah hath vouchsafed me manu¬ 
mission and, by the blessing of Ins coming, I am become a free 
woman." Quoth Fatir, u I see nothing for it but to dress him in 
woman's gear/' So she brought me a suit of women’s clothes 
and clad me therein ; and I went out forthwith, O Commander of 
Lhe Faithful; but, when I came to the midst of the palace, behold, 
I found Lhc Caliph seated there, with the eunuchs in attendance 
upon imn. When ire saw me, he misdoubted of me with exceeding 
doubt, and said to his suite, H Hasten and bung me yonder hand¬ 
maiden who is faring forth," So they brought me back to him 
and raised the veil from my face, which when he saw, he knew 
me and questioned me of my case. I told him the whole truth, 
hiding naught, and when he heaid my story, he pondeied my case 
awhile, without stay or delay, and going into Shajarat al-Dui x's 
chamber, said to her, ‘‘Plow couldst thou piefei before me one 
of the sons of the met chants ?'* She kissed ground between his 
hands and told him her tale from first to last, in accordance with 
the truth ; and he hearing it had compassion upon her and his 
heart relented to hei and he excused her by reason of love and its 
circumstances. Then he went away and her eunuch came in 
to her and said, ,J Be of good cheei ; for, when thy lover was set 
before the Caliph, lie questioned him and he told him that which 
Lhou toklest him, woid by lvoid." Presently the Caliph returned 
and calling me before him, said to me, M What made thee dare to 
violate the palace of the Caliphate ? M I replied, “ O Commander 
of the Faithful, 'twas my ignorance and passion and my con¬ 
fidence in thy clemency and generosity that drave me to this/ 1 
And I wept and kissed ground before him. Then said he, fl I 
pardon you both," and bade me be seated. So I sat down and 
he sent for the Kazi Ahmad ibn Abi DmvAd 1 and mairied me to 
her. Then lie commanded to make over all that was hers to me, 
and they displayed her to me 3 in her lodging. After three days, 
I went forth and transported all hei goods and gear to my own 
house; so every thing thou hast seen, O Commander of the 


i Tho Mac. Edit, gives by misEalce “ Abu Ddud"; the Bui. conectly 
- Abu Du wad '» He was Kdzi al-ICuzdt (High Chancellor) under Al-Mu'taym, 
AVWasik bi 'llri.li (Vatlick), and Al-MutawakUL 

a Ai ab " Zafiu " = they led the bride to the kiidogroom's house, but heia 
used in tlie souse of displaying her as both were Jn the palace, 
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Friithful, in my house, and whereof thou misdoubtedst, is of her 
mnmage-equipage. After this the said to me one clay, 11 Know that 
AI-Mutawakkil is a generous man and I fear lest he rcinemhei 
us with ill mind, or that soma one of the envious remind him 
□f us; wherefoie I purpose to do somewhat that may ensure us 
agamst this.” Quoth \ t “And what is that?” and quoth she, “I 
mean to ask his leave to go to the pilgrimage and lepent 1 of sing¬ 
ing. 11 1 leplied, “Right is this redd thou redest"; but, ns we were 
talking, behold, in came a messengei from the Caliph to seek her, 
foi that Al-Mutawaklul loved her singing. So she went with the 
oflicci and did her seivice to the Caliph, who said to her, “Sever 
no! thyself fiom us, 2 " and she answered, “I hear and I obey.’ 1 
Now it chanced one clay after this she went lo him, he having 
sent for her, us was his wont; but before I knew, site came back 
with her raiment rent and her eyes full of tears. At Lins I was 
alarmed, misdoubting me lhai he had commanded to seize upon us, 
and said, “Voiily wc me Allah's and unto him shall we return! 
Is AUMutawakkil wroth with us ? 11 She replied, “Where is 
AL-Mntawakkil ? Indeed, Al-MuLavvakkii’s rule is ended, and his 
trace is blotted out I" Cued J, “Tell me wliat has happened 11 ; 
and she, “He was seated behind the curtain, drinking, wilh 
AhFath bin Khaluin 0 and Satin Lab bin Sadnknh, when his son 
AI-Muntasir fell upon him with a company of the Turks 1 and slew 
him; and merriment was turned to misery and joy to weeping and 
wailing For annoy. So I lied, 1 and ihe slave-girl, and Allah saved 
us. 11 When I heard this, Q Couimsmdci of the Faithful, I arose 
forthright and went down stream to Bassorali, wheic the news 
j cached me of the falling out of Avar betrveen AI-Mimt/isir and 
Al-Musla'm bi’ Hah 5 ; Avheieforo I avhs afhighLed, and ti anspoiled 
my wife and all my wealth to Bassorah. This, then, is my talc, O 
Prince of Tiue Believers, uoi have I added to oi taken from it a 


Tie renounce the craft, which, though not sinful (haulm), h nmltiiili or 
lfiligiously nnpiaiseworlhy, Mohammed having objected to music and indeed 
to the nits in geneial 

2 Aub, “LA lankaLi'i", do not be too often absenL horn us, I have 
noticed the whimsical lesemblnnce of " Kat' " and pm "cut " f and hoie tho 
nictar‘lioi ical sense is almost identical. 

3. See Ibn Khalhkan, ji 

4 The Tuiiusli body-guauh See vol iL night chi 

5 Twelfth Abbasidc (A II 2 ,|fi- 2^2 = fl(32-H0d) the son of a slave concubine 
MukhJLiik. He was virtuous and accomplished, comely, fau-skinned, pock- 
nniJiCd, and famed for defective piommciaLion, and lie fust set the lashitm of 
shoi tailing men's capes and widening the sleeves After many tioublos with 
Lhc Turlts, who weie now the riadorian gnaul of Hfighdad, ha was niintluied 
at the instigation of Al-Mn'tazz, who bviccceded him! by his Chamberlain 
Sa’id bm Salih. 
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single syllable. So all that thou seest in my house beaiing the 
mime of Lhy grandfather Al-Mutawakkil is of his bounty to us, 
and the fount of our foi tune is from Lhy noble sources 1 ; for indeed 
ye aie people of munificence and a mine of beneficence. The 
Caliph marvelled at his story and rejoiced therein with joy 
exceeding; and Abu al-Hasan thought forth to him the lady and 
the children she had home him, and they kissed ground before 
the Caliph, who wondered at then beauty, Then he called foi 
jnk-casc and papci, and wrote Abu al-Ilasan a patent of exemption 
fiom taxes on his lands and houses for twenty years. Moreover, 
lie rejoiced in him and made him his cup-companion, till the 
world parted them and they took up Ihcir'abode in the tombs, 
after having dwell under palace-domes; and glory be to Allah, 
the King Merciful of doom. And they also tell a tale concerning 


KAMAR AL-ZAMAN AND THE 
JEWELLER'S WIFE. 

There was once, in time of old, a meichant hight Abd al-Rahmfin, 
whom Allah had blessed with a son and a daughter, and foi their 
much beauty and loveliness, he named Lhe girl Kaubab al-Sabah 
and the boy Kamar EibZnmaii . 1 3 When, he saw what Allah had 
vouchsafed the twain of beauty and loveliness, brilliancy and 
symmetry, he feared for them the evil eyes 4 of the espieis and the 
jibing tongues of the jealous and the ciaft of lhe ciafty and Lhe 
wiles of the wicked, and shut them up hom the folk in a mansion 
for the space of fourteen years, during which time none saw them 


1 Arab " UbfiV’ his foibems, his ancestors 

2 Lane rejects this tale because it is “ extremely objectionable; Tar moie 
so than the title might lead out to e\pcct " Tint lie quotes the following 
niaiginal note by Ins Sliaykh,— ir M t iny poisons (women) ieckon omnying a 
second time amongst the most disgraceful of actions This opinion is 
commonest in the country-towns and villages ; and my mother’s relations ate 
thus distinguished ; so thaL a woman of them, when her husband cheth 01 
chvoicoLh her while she is young, passeth in widowhood her life, however long 
it may be, and dn>dameth to many a second time 11 I feai that this state ot 
tilings belongs to the good old clays now utterly gone by; nnd the loose rule 
of the stisuigci, especially Lhe English, in Egypt will letiew the scenes which 
dim.tcteiisecl Sind when Sir Charles Nnpiei hanged every husband who cut 
down an ndultcious wife, I have elsewhere noticed the ignorant idea that 
Moslems deny to women souls and seats in Paiadiso, whilst Mohammed 
canonised two women in his own family 

3 " Moon of the age/' a name which has befoie occlured. 

4 The Malocclno Or je datura, so often noticed 
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save their parents and a slave-girl who seivod them. Now their 
father could recite the Koran, even as Allah sent it down, as also 
did his wife, wlicrcfoie the mother taught her daughter to read 
and recite it, and Llie father his son, till both had gotten it by 
heart. Moreover, the twain learned horn then patents writing 
and reckoning and all manner of knowledge and polite letters, and 
needed no master. When Kamar al-Zainan came to years of 
manhood, the wife said to her husband, 11 How long wilt thou 
keep thy son Kamar aUZuman sequestered from Urc eyes of 
the folk? Is lie a girl or a boy?" He answered, “A boy." 
Rejoined she, “An he he a boy, why dost tliou 110 L carry him to 
the bazar and seat him in thy shop, Lhal he rimy know the folk 
and they know him, to the intent that it may become notorious 
among men that he is thy son, and do thou teach him to sell 
and to buy, Pcuidventurc somewhat may befall thee; so shall 
the folk know him for ihy son, and he shall lay his hand on Ihy 
leavings. Rut, an thou die, as the case now is, and he say to 
the folk:—I am the son of Llie meichant Abd abRahman, 
verily they will not believe him, but will ciy, We have never 
seen thee and we knew not that he had a son, wheiefoic the 
government will seize ihy goods and Lhy son will be despoiled. 
In like manner Illegal, I mean to make hei known among the 
folk, so maybe some one of her own condition may ask her in 
marriage and we will wed her to him and icjoice in her,” Quoth 
he, “ I did thus of my fear for them fiom the eyes of tho folk”—— 
And Shahrazad peLccived the dawn of day and ceased to say hei 
permitted say. 

JfUclu tafjcu it luacs tljc JRmc bimbrcfc anti J0ifl , I;t l 

She continued, It hath leached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the Meichant*s wife spoke to him in such wise, lie replied, “I did 
thus of my fcai for them ham Lhc eyes of the folk and because I 
lave them both and Jove is jealous exceedingly and well saitli he 
who spoke these veiscs :— 

Of my sight I am jealous for thee, of me, * Of thyself, of thy stead, of 
thy destiny: 

Though I shrilled Lliou in eyes by the craze of me * In such nearness 
iik I should novei see: 

Though thou wert by my side all the days of mo * Till Doomsday I ne'er 
had enough of thee," 

Said his wife, “Put thy trust in Allah, for no haim betideth him 
whom ITc piotccteth, and cany him with Lhcc tins very day to the 
shop," Then she clad tho boy in tlic cosllicsL clothes and he 
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became a seduction to all who on him cast sight and an affliction 
to the heart of each lover wight. His father took him and carried 
him to the market, whilst all who saw him wcie lavished with him 
and accosted him, kissing his hand and saluting Linn with the 
snkun. Quoth one, 11 Indeed the sun hath risen in such a place 
and blazcth in the bazar”, and another, “The rising-place of the 
full moon is in such a cjuaiter” ; and a third, "The new moon of 
the Festival 1 bath appeared to the creatures of Allah.” And 
they went on L 0 allude to the boy in talk and call down blessings 
upon him. Hut his father scolded the folic for following his son 
io gaze upon him, because ha was abashed at their talk, but he 
could noL hinder one of them horn talking; so he fell to abusing 
the boy’s motliei and cursing her because she had been the cause 
of his bringing him out. And as he gazed about, he sLill saw the 
folk crowding upon him behind and before. Then he walked on 
till he reached his shop, and opening It, sat down, and seated his 
son befoie him: after which he again looked out and found 
the thoioughfare blocked with people, for all the passers-by, 
goiug and coining, stopped before the shop to stare at that 
beautiful face and could not leave him; and all the men and 
women cimvded in knots about him, applying to themselves 
the words of him who said:— 

Thou madesL beauty to spoil man’s spiite * And saidst, “ O my 
seLvanls, fear My reprove' 1 : 4 

Bui Jovrij' Thou Jovcat all loveliness, * How, then, shall Thy servants 
refrain fioin Love? 

When Lbo merchant Abel al-Rahniau saw the folk thus crowding 
about him and standing in lows, both women and men, to fix eyes 
upon his son, he was, sore ashamed and confounded and knew not 
what to do, but presently there came up from the end of the bazai 
a man of the wandering Daiwayshes, clad in hail cloth, the garb 
of the pious hoi vants of Allah, and seeing Kamar al-Zaman sitting 
there as he were a branch of Ban springing from a mound of 
saffron, pouted foi tli copious tears and recited these two coupleLs*— 

A wancl uprising hom a sandy knoll, ** Like full moon shining brightest 
sheen, I saw; 

And said, " What is thy niiinc?’ 1 Replied he, "Lulu 11 ; t "What” 
(asked 1), ‘‘Lily? 11 and he answeied, “ Ld, laM" 

1 The crescent of the month Zu ’Mfa'riah when the Ramazan-to is 
biolcen This illusion is common. Comp, vo] 1 night ix 

2 This line cont.mib one of the Yes, Yes, and No, No, trifles alluded to 
in vol i. night xli. Captain Lockett (M A ro3) reinleis it “I saw a fawn 
upon a hillock whose beauty eclipsed the full moon I said, What is thy nama ? 
She answered Di\r What, my Dcar k said I ; hut she replied, no, no I ” To 
presetve the sound I have sacrificed sense 1 Lulu is a peail, Li ? li? ( = for me, 
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Then llie Danvaysh. fell Lo walking, now chawing near ancl now 
moving away, 1 and wiping his gray haiis with his right hand, 
whilst the heart of the crowd was cloven asunder for awe of him. 
When ho looked upon the boy his eyes were dazzled and his wit 
confounded, and exemplified in him was the saying of the poet.— 

While that fair-faced boy abode in the place, * Moon of bicakfast-fiHc 
he lit by his face/ 2 

Ln ! there came a ShaykJi with leisurely pace # A reverend trusting to 
Allah's gi ace, 

And ascetic signals his gait display’d. 

He had studied Love both by day and night * And had special know¬ 
ledge nf YViong and Right, 

Until lor hid and labs had repined his spiiLe, * And his hum like 
toothpick was lean and slight, 

j \nrl old bones with faded skin wcie o’crlaid- 
hi such aitfa our Shnylih was an Ajaml 3 * With a mignon ever in 
company; 

hi the love of woman, a Platonist he J * But in either versed to the lull 
degree, 

And Zaynab to him was the same as Zayd, 5 
FMraught by lbe Fair Lie adored the Fair * O’ei Spiing-camp wailed, 
bewept uiiivs bare, 0 

Diy bianch thou Imdst deemed him foi stress o’ cate, * Which the 
morning hie rye swaycth here anil thdc, 

Fur only the stone is all haulncsq made l 
In the loic of Love he was wondrous wise * And wide awake with all- 
seeing eyes. 

Its rough and its smooth he had tiicd and tries * And hugged buck and 
doe in the self-tame guise, 

And wiLh gicybeard and beardless alike lie play'd, 7 

for mc ? ) anti LA' 1 la I = no f no ' Sue vol i, night -\\u 1 should |ia\ o 

explained a line which has puzzled some leaduis 

'* A sun (face) on wand (neck) in knoll of aaud (hips) she showed/* etc, 

1 Arab ,f Al-limvayna/'a laie tuiin, 

2 Xliiglit in the eyes of the famishing who is allowed to hi calc his fast, 

3 Mi Payno leads " Maghiabi Maiu Unn fan, Mai ocean, the Moots 
(not llie Moonsii Jews ol Aiabs) being a race ot paode lasts kom highest 
lo lowest Hut the Mac and liid I-dits have '* Ajsimi M 

4 For '■ Ishk u/ri ” = platonic love, see mglits wiii and \U\ 

5 Zaynab (Zuilobia) and Zayd are gtincxic names foi women and men 

0 i.c He wrote “Kasidalih (=odes, elegies) nftm the fashion of the 
"Suspended Poems” which mostly open with the lovci ga/ing upon the 
u L \ccs of the camp wlieie his beloved had dwelt. The emggCL Mud. conven¬ 
tionalism of such ts\oidinm shows that these c.uly poems had been preceded 
by a host of carheT pieces which had been odopLud as canons of pucliy. 

7 The vtnscs aie very mal-.i-pi opos, like many ocemring in Thy Nights 
foi the maligned Sliaykh is pi oof against all the seductions of tho pielty buy 
and falls m love with a woman aflci the fashion of Don Ouixotc, Mr. Payne 
complaints of the obscurity of the oiigmal, owing to abuse of the JigmceimlJago, 
but t find them explicit enough, lcfening to some tie banc, bed eldoi after tho 
type of Abu Nou'fis 
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Then he came up to the boy and gave him a root 1 of sweet 
basil, wheiciipon his father pul foilh his hand to his pouch and 
brought out foi him some small matter of silver, saying, "Take 
thy porLron, O Danvaysh, and wcncl thy ways." He tool: Lho 
diihaniSj bul sat down oil the masomy-bench alongside the 
shop and opposite the boy, and fell to gazing upon him and 
heaving sigh upon sigh, whilst his tears flowed like springs 
foiuUing. The folk began to look at him and remark upon 
him, some saying, “ All Danvayslies are lewd fellows/ 1 and 
other some, “Verily, this Danvaysh’s heart is set on fire for 
love of this lad ” Now when Abd al-Rah man saw this case he 
airsu and stud to the boy, “Come, O my sou, let us lock up 
the shop and hie us home, foi it hoolclh not to sell and buy 
this day; and may Almighty Allah loquite thy mother that 
which slui hath done with us, foi she was the cause of all this T 1 
Then said he, 41 0 Dcuwaysli, rise, that I may shut my shop." So 
Elio Darwaysh rose and the merchant shut his shop and taking his 
son walked away. The Darwaysh and the folic followed Ihcin 
till they reached their place, when the hoy went in and his father, 
turning to the Daiwaysh, said to him, “What wouldst thou, 
O Darwaysh, mul why do I see Ihcc weep ? ,J lie lcplied, 
“ O my lord, I would fain be thy guesL this night, for the guest is 
the guest of Almighty Allah. 1 ' Quoth the nicichanl, u Welcome 

to the guest of (bul: enter, O Dill way sh l " - And Shahrazad 

perceived the dawn of clay and ceased saying her permitted say, 

Jlilatu hjljrn it toacf tfjc Jftiitc ItfjMrtJrctJ nntr AtytyslUty JlUifffjb 

She puiisucdp It hath Lunched me, O auspicious King, that when 
the meichant, the father of Kamar nl-Zaman, heard the saying 
of the Dunvnysb, “I am Allah's guest/ 1 lie lcplied, n Welcome 
to the guest of Clod : enter, O Daiwaysh 1 ” As soon as Kamai 
ahZaman was alone in the room with the Daiwaysh, he sat down 
by his side and the old man began to look upon him and sigh and 
weep. Wlnmevei the lad bespako him, he answered him kindly, 
trembling the while and would turn to him groaning and crying, t 
and thus ho did till supper was In ought in, when he fell 
to eating, with his eyes on the boy, but refrained not from 
shedding lours, When a fourth part of the night was past 
and talk was ended and sleep-tide came, Abd al-Rnhman said 

j Ai fib. " 'li li" - a mot which must lioi o mean o. bprig, a twig The basil 
fliows to a compfiialivol) laigc sizt) in the Hast 
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to the lad, fl O my son, apply thyself to the service of thine 
uncle the Darwaysh, and gainsay him not”* ancl would have 
gone out ,_but the Dai'waysk. cvicd to him, u O my lord, cany 
thy son with thee or sleep with us.” Answered the merchant, 
“Nay, my son shall lie with thcc: haply Ihy soul may desire 
somewhat, and he will look to thy want and wait upon thee/’ And 
then he said to the Darwaysh, “ O my brother, why didst thou weep 
and sigh when thou sawest my son ? Say me, is there a reason 
for this?" He replied, “There is"; and Abd al-Rahman pur¬ 
sued, 11 Now Allah upon thee, tell me the cause of tliy weeping 1" 
The Darwaysh sighed and said, “ O my lord, chafe not a closed 1 
wound.' 1 But the merchant said, ff There is no help buL thou tell 
me ; and the oLhei began :—Know thou that 1 am a Darwaysh 
who wandeieth in the lands and the countries, and talcclh warning 
by the display 2 3 of the Cieator of Night and Day It chanced 

that one Friday I enteied the city of 13assornh in the undiuii- 

And Shalirnzad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say. 

JI3o\u to[)m ft tudu t&c SSlint pinttrvcb nitto Jftinfjt, 

She resumed, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
Darwaysh said to the merchant :■—Know, then, that I a wandering 
mendicant chanced one Friday to enter the city of Bassoiah in the 
undurnand saw the shops open and full of all mannui of wares and 
meat and dunk ; hut the place was deserted and therein was 
neither man nor woman noi girl nor boy ■ noi in the in;* diets and 
the main streets was there a dog or cal uql sounded sound not 
friend was found. I marvelled at tins and said to myself, “ I 
wonder whither the people of the city be gone with their cats and 
dogs and what hath Allah done with them ? *' Now I was an¬ 
hungered so I took hot bread from a balcci's oven and going into 
the shop of an oilman, spread the bread with clarified huttci and 
honey, and ate. Then I entered the shop of a shcibeL-seller and 
dianlc what I would; after which, seeing a coffee-shop open, I 
went m and found the pots on the hie, full of coffee''; blit there 
was no one there. So I drank my fill and said, “ Veiily, Lhis is a 
wondious thing* It seemeth as though Death had sUicken the 


1 Arab, 11 S.iLin ,l =qmescunt, let a sleeping bound be, 

2 Aiab rl As.u M lit traces, t e, thcwoils, Llie unglUy signs and maivels 

3 The mention of cofiee now Xiequcnlly occlus in tins talc and in that 
which follows, the familial use of it thawing- a coiuptU a lively late date, and 
net suggesting the copyist’s hand 
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people of this city and they had all died this very hour, or as if 
they had taken fiighL at something which befell them and fled, 
without having Lime to shut iheir shops.' 1 Now whilst pondering 
this matter, Jo J 1 hc.'ud a .sound of a band of drains heating, 
wildcat I was afiaid and hid myself for a while; then, looking- 
out Lb lough a crevice, I saw damsels, like moons, come walking 
thiotigh the marked, two by two, with uncovered heads and faces 
displayed. They wcic in forty pans, thus numbering foiuscore, 
and in their midst a young lady, liding on a hoiso that could 
hardly move his legs for that which was upon it of silvern 
trappings and golden and jewelled housings. Idol face was. 
wholly unveiled, and she was adorned witli the costliest orna¬ 
ments and dad in the iitrhcsl of laimeiiL, and about hei neck she 
wore a collar of gems and on her bosom weio nccldaces of gold ; 
hoi wits Is wcie clasped with luncclets which spaiklcd like sL.us, 
and hci ankles with bangles of gold soL with piccious stones. TI 10 
slave-girls walked bofme her and behind and on her right and left, 
and in flout of hei was a damsel bearing in hnldnc a great sword, 
with giip of emciald and tassels of jewebenciusLcd gold, When 
that young* Jafly came to whole I Jny hid, she pulled up her boise 
and said, il 0 damsels* I hear a noise of somewhat within yondei 
shop : so do ye seaicli it, lest haply them he one hidden them, 
with inlcnL to enjoy a look at us, whilst we have our faces 
unveiled. 11 So they scinched the shop opposite the coffee-house 1 
wlieiciu I lay hid, whilst I abode in Lerror; and presently I 
saw Ilium come fuilh with a man, and they said to her* “O 
our lady, we found a man there and here lie is before tlice. 1 ' 
Quoth she to the damsel with the swonl, “ Smite his neck/’ 
So she went up to him and struck off his head; then, leaving 
the dead man lying on the ground, they passed on. When I saw 
tliis I was nlTiighLcd ; hut my heart was talc an with love of 
Ihe young lady. After an hour or so, Lhe people reappeared and 
oveiy one who had a shop entered il; whilst Lhe folk began/to 
v conic and go ubcmL the bazars and gathered mound the slain man, 
stating at him as a curiosity. Then I crept forth from my hiding 
place by stealth, mid none took note of me, but love of that lady 
had gotLen possession of my heart, and I began to enquire of hei 
piivily. None, however, gave me news of her ; so I left Uassorali, 
with vitals yearning for her love ; and when I came upon this thy • 
son, I saw him to he Lhe likost of all aeaLuics to Lhe young lady, 


i Arab li Al-Kahwah,"’ the place being called from its pioduce. Set 
Pilgiimage, 3, jiy-iS, 
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wherefore he reminded me of her find his sight revived the file ot 
passion in me and ldnclled anew in my heart the flames of love- 
Jonging and distraction. And such is the cause of my shedding 
tears * Then he wept with soie weeping till he could no moic 
and said, li O my lord, I conjuic thee by Allah, open the door to 
me, so I may gang my gait I " Accordingly, Abd al-Rahman 
opened the door and he went forth. Thus fared it wiLh him ; but as 
legards Kamar al-JCaman, when he heard the Daiwaysh’s story, his 
heart was taken with love of the lady and passion gat the mastery 
of him and raged m him longing and distinction ; so on the moirow 
lie said to his sire, “ All the sons of the merchants wander about 
the woikl to aLtain their dosiie, nor is there one of them but his 
hither provide!.h for lum a stock-in-trade wherewithal he may 
tiavel and traffic for gain. Why, then, O my father, dost thou 
not outfit me with mcichamlise, so I may fare with it and find 
my luck ? " He replied, 44 O my son, such merchants lack money , 
so they send their sons to foreign parts for the sake of profit and 
pecuniary gain and piovision of the goods of the world. Rut I 
have moneys in plenty nor do I covet moic ; why then should I 
exile thee ? Indeed, I cannot brook to be pai ted from Lhee an 
hour, nioie especially as thou art unique in beauty and loveliness 
and peifeel guice, and I fear for thee.” ]3ut Kamar al-Zmnan 
said, 41 O my father, nothing will serve but thou must furnish me 
with merchandise wherewithal to travel; else will I fly fiom thee 
at unawares though without money oi meiclmndise, So, an thou 
wish to solace my heart, make ready for me a stoclc-in-liade, that 
I may Lravel and amuse myself by viewing the countries of men, 11 
Abd abUahman, seeing his son enamoured of travel, acquainted 
his wife with this, saying, 14 Verily tliy son would have me provide 
him with goods, so be may hue theiewith to flu legions, albeit 
Travel is Travail, 1 |J Quoth she, “ YVhaL is there to displease 
thee in this? Such is the wonL of the sons of the meichants, und 
they all vie one with other in gloiflying globc-tioLtmg and gain. 11 
Quoth he, ,f Most of the merchants are poor and seek giowth of 
goods ; buL I have wealth galoie," She replied, 4i More of a good 
thing luu tclh not ; and, if thou comply not with his wish, I will 
furnish him with goods of my own moneys,'* Quoth Abd al- 
Rnhman, (f I feai &liangelhood for him, inasmuch as tiavel is the 
Woisl of trouble ” ; but she said, u There is no harm iii $>Uangel¬ 
hood foi him when it leadeLh to gaining good ; and, if wc consent 

i Aiab ■’ /M-Ghmbah Kiirbah u ■ tho trauslalion in the tc\l is taken from 
my late friend lichwiul East wick, tinnslator of the CriilJstan and antlioi of a 
hobl of woilcs which show him to have been fi ripe Oriental scholar. 



321 


Kaniay al-Zaman and the Javelin's Wife, 

not, our sou will go away and we shall seek him and not find hmi 
and be dishonoured among the folic.' 1 The merchant accepted his 
wife’s counsel and provided his son with merchandise to the value 
of ninety thousand gold pieces, whilst his mother gave him a 
purse containing forly bezel-stones, jewels of puce, the least of 
the value of one of Avhich was live hundied ducats, saying, " O 
my son, bo caieful of this jeweliy for ’twill be of service to 
thee." Thereupon Kamai al-Zainan took the jewels and set out 

for Uassoiah-And Shahiazad perceived Iho dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 

Jlito it tons t&c- Stim 3>i&vrtvvt% 

She said, II hath reached me, 0 auspicious King, that Kamar 
al-Zaman Look the jewels and set out for Bassoiah after he had 
laid them in a bell, which he budded about his waist ; and he 
sLayed nol till thcuo icniained aught but a day’s journey between 
that city and himself; when the Arabs came out upon him and 
shipped him naked and slew his men and servants; but lie Jay 
himself down among the slam and wallowed in theu blnod, so that 
the wild lings Lock him foi dead and loft him without even turning 
him over, and made oil with thou booty, When tho Arabs had 
gone their ways, Itamar nl-Zaman aiose 1 having naught left but 
Iho jewels m his giullo, and lined on nor ceased faring lilL he came 
to llassouih. It chanced that his entry was on a Friday and the 
town was void of folk, even ns the Darwaysh had informed him. 
Ho found the lnavkot-sVreels desinted. and the shops wide open 
and full of goods; so ho ale and drank and looked about linn* 
Presently, lie lie.ud a band of drums beating And hicl himself in 
a shop, till the slave-giils came up, when he looked at them ; and, 
seeing Iho young lacly riding amongst them, love and longing 
overcame him and dosiicmul distinction overpowered him, so that 
he had no foico to shank Aftci awhile the people lcappearcd 
and the hnzais filled. YVheioupon he went to the market and 
icspaiiing to a jeweller and pulling out one of his forty gems sold 
it for a thousand duuus, wlieiewith lie returned to his place and 
passed the night Llano ; and when morning mouowcd lie changed 
hts clothes and going to the Ilammam came foith as he weic 
the full moon. Then ho snltl other font- stones foi four Lhousand 
dinars, and sauntered, solacing himself, about tho main sheets o£ 
ikissorah, clad in tho costliCvSt of clothes; till he camo to a 
nuuket, whoie lie saw a baibei's shop. So he went in to the 
baiberwhu slui\ed his head; and, clapping up an acquaintance 
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with inni f said to him, il O my faLlier, I am a strangei in lliusc 
parts and yesteiday I entered Ibis city and found it void of folk, 
nor was tilde in it any living soul, man nor Jinm. Then I saw a 
troop of slavc-gitJs and amongst them a young lady riding in 
state"; and he went on to tell him all he had seen, Said the 
bather, 11 O my son, hast thou Lohl any but me of this ?" and lie 
said, “No." The other rejoined, “Then, 0 my son, beware Lhou 
mention this befoie any but me ; for all folk cannot keep a secret, 
and thou art but a liLtle lad and I feat lest the talk travel from 
man to man, till it roach those whom it concerneth and they slay 
thee. For know, O my son, that this thou hast seen none evor 
kenned nor knew in other than this city. As for the people of 
Bassorah Lhcy are dying of Lliis annoy; for every Friday forenoon 
they shut up the dogs and cats, Lo hinder them bom going about 
the market-streets, and all the people of the city cntei the 
cathedral-mosques, where Lhey lock the doors on them, 1 and 
not one of them can pass about the bazar nor even look out of 
casement; nor knoweth any the cause of this calamiLy. But, Q 
my son, to-night I will question my wife concerning the reason 
thereof, foi she is a midwife and entereth the houses of the 
notables aiul knoweth all the city news. So Inshallah, do thou 
come to me Lo-morrow and I will tell Iheo what she shall have 
told me. ,J With this, Kamar al-Zaman pulled out a handful of 
gold, and said to him, “O my father, lake tins gold and give it to 
thy wife, for she is become my motliei." Then he gave him a 
second handful, saying, “Talco this for thyself." WhcLoupon 
quoth tile baiber, 11 O my son, sit thou in thy place, Ldi I go lo 
my wife mid ask her and bring Uiee news of the true state of 
the case." So saying, he left him in the shop and going homo, 
acquainted his wife with the young man’s case, saying, “ I would 
have thee tell me the tiuth of this city-business, so I may report 
it to this young meichanL, for he hath set his hemt on weoting 
the reason why men and beasts are foLbidden the lnailcut-sticuLs 
every Fiiday foienoon; and inclhmks lie is a lover, for he is 
open-handed and libeial, and if we tell him what he would 
trow, we shall get great good of him.” Quoth she, “Go back 
and say Lo him:—Come, speak with thy mother, my wife, who 
sen doth her salam Lo thee and saiLh to thee:—Thy wish is won," 


i The fiction inay have been 5% r ge!,icd by the Fact that in all Moslem 
cities from India to Baibniy the inner and outer pates ate carefully nlwit 
dm ing the noontide devotions, not 41 because Friday is Ihe day on which cication 
was finished and Mohammed entered Al-Madmah " ; but because Lheic is n 
popular idea lhat in limes now approaching the Clu Is linns will use up against 
ihc Moslems dining puiycis and will lepcal the 11 Sicilian Vcspeis ,J 
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Accordingly, he relumed to the shop, where he found Kamar 
al-Zaman sitting awaiting him ami repeated him tha very words 
spoken by lms spouse. Then lie earned him in to her and she 
welcomed lum and bade him sit down; whereupon he pulled 
out an handled ducats and gave them to liei, saying, “0 my 
mother, tell me who Lliis young lady may be, 1 ’ Said she, 
'“Know, O my son, thnL theic came a gem to the Sultan of 
Uassouih from the King of llind, and he was minded fco have it 
piciccd. So ho summoned all the jewclleis in a body and said 
to thorn:—I wish you to drill mo this jewel. Whoso pieiceth it, 
I will give him whatsoever he shall ask; but if he break it, I 
will cut off his head, At this Lhey were afraid and said :—0 King 
of the Age, a jewel is soon spoilt and there sue few who can 
pierce them without injury, for most of them have a flaw. So do 
not thou impose upon us a task to which we are unable; for our 
hands cannot avail Lo thill this jewel. However, our Sliaykh 1 
is more experienced than wo. Asked the King 1 —And who is 
yoiu Shaykh ? and they answeicdMaster Obayd: heismoio 
versed than we in this art and hath wealth galore and of skill 
great store. Therefore do thou send for him to the piescnce and 
hid him pierce thcc this jewel, Accoiclingly t Lhe King sent for 
Obayd and bade him pieico the jewel, imposing on him the 
condition aforesaid. He look it and pierced it to the liking of 
the King, who said to him:—Ask a boon of me, O master 1 
and said he r—O King of the Age, allow me delay till lo-niorrow, 
Mow the reason of this was that he wished to take counsel 
with his wife, who is lha young lady Lhou saw6sL riding in 
piocession; feu he loveth her with exceeding love, and of the 
greatness of his affection for her I 10 doth naught without con¬ 
sulting her; wheiefore ho put off asking till the monow. When 
he went home, he said to her:—I have pierced the King a jewel 
and he hath gitinted me a boon which I defeired asking till 
lo-monow, lhal I might consult thee. Now what dost thou wish, 
that I may ask it? Quoth she;—We have riches such as fires 
may not consume; but, an Lhou love mo, ask of the King to make 
piorlamation in Lhc streets of Bus south that all tho townsfolk 
shall uveny Friday enter tho mosques, two hours before the hour of 
piayet, so none may abide in lhc town al all great or small except 
they be in the mosques or in the houses aacl tho doois be locked 
upon them, \\\\d that every shop of Llio town be left open. Then 
Will I ride with my slave-women through the heart of the city and 


1 i e. lilts Syndic of llio Guild of Jewel lc is, 
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none shall look on me from window or lattice; and every one 
whom I find abroad I will kill. 1 So he went in (.0 Lhe King 
and begged of him this Loon, which he granted him and caused 

proclamation to be made amongst the Bassoules "-And Shzih- 

lazacl perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted 
say. 


Jftota toljw it tunc jftlitc nitb il3ijrfjh 

She continued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, " that when 
the Jewellei begged his boon, the King bade pi ocl am at ion be 
made amongst the Ba&soiites to the effect afoiesaid, but the people 
objected that they feared for their goods from the cats and dogs; 
wheiefore he commanded to shut the animals up till Lhe folk 
should come foith fiom the Fiiday piaycis. So the jeweller's 
wife fell to sallying forth every Finlay, two houis before the time 
of congiegatioiud prayer, and riding in slate through the city with 
her women ; during which time none daieth pass tlnough the 
market-place nor look out of casemenl or lattice, This, then, is 
whai thou wouldesl know and I have told thee who she is; but, 
O my son, was it thy desire only to have news of hei or hast thou 
a mind to meet her?" Ansvveicd he, "O my mother, 1 Lis my 
wish to forgather with her." Quoth she, 11 Tell me what valu¬ 
ables Lhou hast with thee "; and quoth he, " O my mother, I have 
with me precious stones of four sorts, the first worth five hundred 
dinars each, the second seven hunched, the third eight hunched, 
and the fourth a thousand ducats.” She asked, H Art thou willing 
to spend four of Lhese ? " and he answered, M I am ready to spend 
all of them." She rejoined, "Then, aiisc, O my son, and go 
straight to thy lodging and take a bezel-gem of those worth five 
bundled sequins, with which do thou lopair to the jewel-maikol 
and ask for the shop of Master Obayd, the Shaylch of the Jewel- 
lets. Go thither and thou wilt find him seated in Ins shop, chul 
in rich clothes, with workmen under Jus hand. Salute him and 
sit down on the front shelf of his shop 3 , Lhcn pull out the jewel 
and give it to him saying:—O master, take this stone and fashion 
it inLo a seal-ring for me with gold. Make il not large, a RlisUnl 0 
in weight and 110 more; but let the fashion of it be thy fairest. 


r This is ail Arab Lady Godiva of Ilia wrong soit. 

2 This is explained m my Pilgiimago, i. gr> ct seq , 

3 About three penny weights It vaiici, howcvci, evciywlieio, and in 
TUarocco the 11 Mczlcal," as they call it, is an imaguiaiy value, no such com 
tAJstlllg 
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Then give him twenty dinms and to each of his prentices a dinar. 
Sit with him awhile and talk with lmn and if a beggar approach. 
Ihce, show thy generosity by giving him a dinar, to the intent 
thaL lie may aJfecL thee, and after Lbis, leave him and return lo thy 
place, Pass the night theLc, and next morning lake an hunched 
dinars and bung them and give them to thy father the barber, 
foi he is poor.” Quoth Kamar al-Zamaii, “Beit so,” and returning 
to lus caLavanseiai, took a jewel worth five hundred gold ptcccs 
and went with it Lo the jewel-bazai. Tlieic he enquired foi the 
shop or MasLcr Ohayd, Hlmylch of Lho JcwcIIcls, and they directed 
him thereto. So lie went Lhithcr and saw the Shakyh, a man of 
austere aspect and robed in sumptuous raiment with four journey¬ 
men undci his hand, Ho addressed him with “The Peace he upon 
youl" and the jeweller returned his greeting, and welcoming him, 
made him sil down. Thou he hi ought out the jewel and said, 
“O master, I wish tliec to make me this jewel into a scaUiing 
with gold. Let it be the weight of a MisUal and no more, but 
fashion it excellently." Thun ho pulled ant twenty dinais and 
gave them to him, say mg, “Tins is the fee for chasing and the 
price of the ring shall remain. 1 * 3 ” And he gave each of the 
apprentices a gold piece, wherefore Lhcy loved him* and so did 
Master Ohayd. Then he sal talking with Lhe jeweller and when¬ 
ever a boggai came up to him, he gave him a gold piece and they 
all mar veiled at his genciosity. Now Master Ohayd had Louis 
at home, like those he had in the shop, and whenever he was 
minded to do any unusual piece of work, it was his custom to 
cany it home unci do it there, that his journeymen might not learn 
the secrets of his wonderful workmanships His wife used to sit 
before him, and when she was siLling thus and he looking upon 
hoi , 0 ho would fashion all mnnnci of marvellously wroughton 
LnnkcLSj such as were fit for none but kings. So ho wen l home 
and aal down to mould the ring with admit able workmanship, 
"When his wife saw him Lhus engaged, she asked him, “"What will 
thou do with Lhis bezel-gem?" and he answered, <f I mean to 
make it into a ling with gold, for Tis worth five hundred dinars / 1 


1 if, over and above the value of the gold, etc 

1 This was lho custom of contain p or aiy Europe, and iimrc than one 
masl cl culloi lias pul to death an apprentice playing Peeping Tom to detect 
the socict of avKiul-makmg. 

3 Among Moilcmn, hiinbands arc divided into thieo species: (1) 0/ " Halir, M 
who is man ictl for love, (2) of "Pain/ 1 for defence against the woild ; and 
(^) of «'MalnV’ for man 1 age-setllenients (money) Mastci Obaycl was an 
unhappy compound of the two latter, but he did not cease to be a man of 
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She enquned 3 “For whom ? M and ho answered, ,r J7oi a young- 
meichant, who is fail of face, with eyes that wound with desire, 
and cheeks that strike fire and mouth like the seal of Sul ay imin 
and cheeks like the bloom of Nu'man, and lips Led as coralline and 
neck like the antelope’s long and fine. His complexion is whiLe 
dashed with red, and lie is well-bred, pleasant and gencious, and 
doth thus and thus,” And he went on to describe to her now 
his beauty and loveliness and then his perfection and bounty, and 
ceased not to vaunt his charms and the geneiosity of his dis¬ 
position, till lie had made hor in love with him; foi thcie is no 
sillier cuckold than he who vaunteth Lo his wife anothei man's 
handsome looks and unusual libeirility in money liuiLicis. So, 
when desire lose high in her, she said to him, 11 Is aught oT my 
chiu ms found in him ? ,J Said lie, “He hath all thy beauties; 
and he is thy counterpart in qualities, Tvlesccmctli his age is 
even as thine and but that I feat to huiL thy feelings, I would 
say that he is a thousand times handsomer than thpu art/* She 
was silent, yet the fire of fondness was kindled in her heart* 
And the jeweller ceased not to Lalk with her and to scL out 
Kainar al-Zaman’s charms before her till ho had made an end of 
moulding the ling ; when he gave it Lo hex and she put U on her 
fingei, which il fitted exactly. Quoth she, u O my lord, my 
heart loveth this ling and I long foi it to bo mine and will not 
take it fiom my finger/ 1 Quoth he, “ Have patience I The 
owner of it is genetous, and I will seek to buy il of him, and if 
he will sell it, I will bring it to thee. Or if lie have another such 
stone, I will buy it and fashion it foi thee into a ling like this/’ 
—And Shnhrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 
her permitted say. 
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She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
jcwellei said to his wife, “ Have patience I The owner of it is 
generous and I will seek to buy it of him; and if ho will sell it, 
I will biing it to thee; or if he have another such stone 1 will 
buy it and fashion it for tliec into a ring like this." On this wise 
it fared with the jeweller and his wife; buL as icgards Kainar 
al-Zaman, he passed Lhe night in his lodging, and on the mouow 
he took an hundred dinars and can led them to the old woman, 
the barber's wife, saying to her, “Accept these gold pieces," and 
she leplied, “ Give them lo thy falhci/’ So he gave Lhcmi to the 



‘ Kumar af-Zaman ami the JtivelieZs Wip. 327 

baibcr and she aslred, ‘‘Hast tlion done as I bade thee ? " He 
answeiecl, "Yes"; and she said, 11 Go now to the Shaykh, the 
jewclJci, and if he give thee the xing, put iL on "the tip of tliy 
finger and pull it off in haste, and say to himO master, thou hast 
made a mistake ; the 1 ing is too tig lit. He will say■—O mcichant, 
shall I bleak it and mould it again laiger ? And do thou say-—It 
baoletli not to break it aiul fosluou it anew. Take it and give it 
to one of thy slave-women. Then pull olu another stone worth 
seven bundled dinars rind say to him :—Take this stone and set it 
foL me, foi ’Lis handsomci than the olhci, Give him thnty dinars 
and to each of Lhe pi entices two, saying:—These gold pieces are 
Jor the chasing and the pLicc of the ling shall lemaiu. Then 
return to Lhy lodging foi the night and on the mortow bung me two- 
himdied ducats, and I will complete lliee the lost of the device/’ 
Bo the youth wuil to the jeweller, who welcomed him and made 
him siL down in his shop; and lie asked him, tl Hast thou done 
my need ? ” 16 Yes," answered Obayd, and brought 011L to him the 
bC*al-imgi whom upon he set it on Ins finger-tip and pulling it off 
in haste, ciietl, “Thou hast made a mistake, 0 master 11 ; and 
ibuiw it to him, saying, “'TisUm sliait for my linger/’ Asked 
the jcwelim, M 0 merchant, shall l nuke iL hugoi?" But he 
answered, " NoL so, Lake iL as a gifL and give it to one of lhy 
slave-gills. ILs wotlh is Lulling, some Jive luuulied dinars, so it 
bootelh not to fashion it ovei again. 11 Then he biought out to 
him iinnLhoL stone worth seven hundiod sequins and said to him, 
lf Set this loi me ; 'Lis a fine] gem/' Moreovei, he gave him thiity 
dinars and to each of his workmen Lwo. Qualli Obayd, " O my 
lord, wo will Lake the piice of the ling when we have made ii.' n 
Hut ICaniai at-Zaman said,/' Tliis is for the chasing, and the price* 
of the ring remains over." So saying, he went away home, leaving 
the jewolloi and his men amazed at the excess of his generosity. 
Presently the jcwcllei 1 clumcd to his wife and said, " O Ilallnuih, 5 * 
never did 1 set eyes on 11 moie generous than this young man, and 
as for Lhee, Lhy luck is good, fm he hath given me the ling without 
pilot}, saying 1 2 :—Give iL Lo one of lhy slave-women/’ And he told 
hoi what had passed, adding, tf Mothinks tliis youth is none of the 
sons of Lho mctduntS) hul LhaL lie is of the sons of Lhn Kings 
and Sultans/' Now Lhtimoic he praised him the more she waited 


1 The Mac. Julil. hcie is a mass of blunders aiul mhpihus 

2 The Mac Kclit, cvoiywhcie calls lici 11 Saluyah n ~thc young Indy, and 
docs not ninnluin her name Halimah-lhc Mild, llie Gentle, (ill ilia cinKmuh 
nigln. I follow Mr Paymi'b example by jnii wincing >t earhei jutu Llio sloiy, 
Ub it avoids vagueness and repetition ot the indefinite. 
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in love-longing, passion and distinction for him. So she Look the 
ring and put it on her linger, whilst the jewelloi made another 
one, a iitlie larger than the first. When he had finished moulding 
it she put it on her finger, under the fust, and said, u Look, O my 
lord, how well the Uvo rings show oil my fingci 1 I wish they wei e 
both mine. 11 Said he, lt I^alicncc ! It may be I shall buy thee this 
second one." Then ho lay that night and on the nioirmvhe took 
the ling and wenL to his shop. As loi Katimr nl-Zaman, as soon 
as iL was clay, he repaiied to the bnibcCs wife and gave hei two 
handled dinars. Quoth she, 11 Go to the jeweller and when he 
giveth thee the ring, put it on th} r fingei and pull it off again m 
haste, saying:—Thou hast made a mistake, O nuUiu ! This 
ling is too huge. A ma&Loi 1 like thee, when the like of me 
cometli to him with a piece of woik, it hehovcLh lum to take 
right mcasme; and if Lhou hadst measured my fingci thou luidsL 
not erred. Then pull out another stone woith a thousand dinais 
and say to him :—'Lake this and set it, and give this ring to one 
of thy slave-women, Give him forLy ducats and to each of liis 
journeymen three, say mg',—This is for the chasing, ami foi the cost 
of Lhe ling, that shall remain. And sec what lie will say. Then 
biing tinea bundled dinars and give them to thy father the liaihci, 
that he may mend his foi tune wiLhal, for lie is a pool man. 11 
Answered Kamar al-Zaman, f< I hear and obey, 11 and betook him- 
self to the jewel lei, who welcomed him and making him sit down, 
gave him the ling, lie took it and put it on his fingei; then 
pulled it off in haste and said, “It behoveth a masLcr like thee, 
when the like of me biingclh him a piece of work, to take his 
measure. HadsL thou measured my finger, thou hadst noL cried: 
1 ml Lake it and give it to one of thy slave-women. 11 Thou lie 
In ought out to him a stone worth a thousand sequins and said to 
him, “Take this and set it in a signcL-iing for mo aftui Lhcincusmc 
of my finger. JJ Quoth Obayd, ff Thou hast spoken sooth and ait 
in the right M ; and look his measure, wheieupon he pulled out 
forty gold pieces and gave them to him, saying, " Tnku these foi 
the chasing and the piice of the ling shall leinain." Cued ihe 
jewel lei, u O my lord, how much hire have we taken of thee * 
Verily, thy bounty to us is great 1 ° M No haun»” replied Kamar 
al-Zanian, and sal talking with him awhile and giving a dinai La 
evciy beggai who parsed by the shop. Then he left him and went 
away, uhilst the jeweller returned home and said to his wife, 
<c How generous is this young merchant l Never did I yet eyes on 
a more open-handed oi a coinoliei than he, no, not a sweeter of 
speech.’' And he went on to recount to her his charms anil 
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generosity and was loud in his piaisc, Cried she, “ 0 thou lack- 
Lict, 1 since tliou notesl these qualities in him, and indeed he hath 
given thee two seal-rings of price, it behove th thee to invite him 
and make him an entertainmenl and entreat him lovingly- When he 
seesl that Lliou affectcst him and he coineLh to our place, we shall 
siuely get great good 0 [ him; and if thou grudge him the banquet 
do thou had him and I will entertain him of my moneys." Quoth 
lie, “ DosL Ihou know me to he niggaidly, that tliou sayest this 
&ny? M and quoth she, 14 Thou ml no niggard, bid thou Jackcst 
tact. IuviLe him this vciy night and come 110L without him. An 
he infuse, conjuie him by the divoicc oath and be pCLskstonfc with 
him.” 11 On my head mid eyes," answered ho, and moulded the 
ring till he had finished it, after which he passed the night, and 
went foiLh 011 the monow to his shop and satLheie, On Lhib wise 
it was with him; but as for Kanmi al-Zaninn, Lie Look tineo 
hunched dinais and canying them to the old wife, gave them to 
hci for the barbci, hei husband. Said she, u Most like he will 
invito thee to his house this day; and if he do this and thou pass 
the night there, tell me in the morning what befallotli thee and 
bring with Lhuo foul bundled dinars and give them to Ihy father. 11 
Answtiiod he, “Hearing and obeying 11 ; and as often as he ran 
out of money lie would sell soma of his stones. So he repined to 
the jeweller, who lose to him and received him with open aims, 
greeted him henilily and clapped up companionship wiLh him, 
Then he gave him Lho ring and he found it altoi the measure of 
his fmgin and said to the jeweller, "Allah bless thee, 0 prince 
of ailists? Tim selling is conformable, hut the stone is not to iny 

liking."-And Shnhraxud pciceived the dawn of day and censed 

to say her pel milled say. 

Jftaiu lulicu It \uncf tljt jsaiuc Ixurtrrt nnto &cbrntitty JBIfllit, 

She tesumed, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that 
Kamar al-Ziiman said Lo the jcwellei, “ The selling is conform- 
able to my wishes, but Lho stone is not to iny liking. I have a 
handsoiiim than this: so Lake the seal-ring and give it Lo one of 
thy slave-women," Then he gave him a fouiLli slone, and an 
hundred dinais, saying, "Take Lhy hiic and excuse the Lioublo 
wc have given Lhec.” Obayd implied, “ O merchant, all the 
tumble tliou hasL given us thou hast requited us and hast over- 

1 Aiab. '* Adini nl-Zruilc "=a without savoiu, applied to rm insipid manner¬ 
less man, as "ImiM ” (cold) Is to n fool, 11 Aid Zauk " is a man of pleasme, a 
vohipluaiy, a hedonist. 
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whelmed us with thy gieal bounties: and indeed my heart is taken 
with Jove of thee and I cannot brook pal ting from thee. So Allah 
upon thee, be thou my guest this night and heat my hcait." He 
iejoined, 44 So be it; but needs must I go to my Khan, that I may 
give a charge to my domestics and tell them thaL I shall sleep 
abioad to-night, so they may noL expect me.” et Whciie dost thou 
lodge?" asked the jeweller; and he answered, f£ In such a 
Khan. M Quoth Obayd, fi I will come foi thee there"; and 
quoth the other f< 'Tis weIl. ,, So the jewellei repahed to the 
Khan bcloie sundown, feanng lest his wile should bo an-angered 
with him if he letuinecl home wiLhouL Ins guest, raid ctulying 
Kumar al-Zaman to Ins house, sealed him in a saloon UiaL had 
not Us match, Halim ah saw him as he enleiedancl was lavished 
with him. They talked till suppei was setved, when they ate 
and drank; after which appealed coffee and sheibots, mul the 
jcwellei ceased not Lo entertain him with talk till even tide, when 
they prayed the obligatory pmycis, Then onLorcd a handmaid 
with two cups 1 of night-dunk, which when they had dumb, 
drowsiness oveicnine them and they slept. Picscnlly in came the 
jewellei's wife and seeing them asleep, looked upon Kumar al- 
Zuman’s face and her wit was confounded at his beauty. Said she, 
"How can he sleep who lovotli tlic fair?" Then, in the mania 
of hci passion £ol him, she uuned down kisses on his checks lilL 
she left a mark upon them and they became exceeding red 
and his cheek bones shone; and she Slicked his lips till the 
blood ran out into hci mouth ; but with all this her fire was 
not quenched noi her thus! assuaged. She ceased not Lo kiss 
and clip him till the foiebiow of Mom giew while and the 
dawn broke forth in light; when she put in his pocket four 
cockals 2 and went away. Then she sent hci maid with something 
like snuff, winch she applied to then noslnks and they sucoml 
and awoke, when the slave-giil said, u 0 my luids, prayer is u duLy; 


1 Amb, “FinjAn," the cgg-sliell cups from which the Easterns still di Ink 
coffee 

2 Ainb 11 AwAshilc," n iaie v/oicl, which Dozy tmnslatos "obseleL" (or 
ossellc) and Mr Payne, " buck lebo jigs," concerning winch ho has ol>li^ocl me 
with this note Chanibiuul lcndcia ossolet by 11 petit os ilvcc leipuil lcs infant!* 
jmicinl ” Ilucklcbonc is the hip-bone hut in the pliu.il it applies to our 
codails or cncklcs: Lallinm gives " inicklobono" (m eouk.i.]}, one of the 
small voilebi.1! of the coccygis., a ml LiLllcton tianslatcs “Talus, 11 a burble- 
hone, a bone to play with like a die, a play called codt.il (So also in liiclur ) 
Iliiclricboncs and knucklebones me syn. but the laiUn is modem and liable 
to give a false idea, besides being tautological. It has noLhing to do with the 
laundries, and domes ft om flit Gci man H Kntohcl'* {dialectically KiiuchnloLu), 
l\ Lionelct. 
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so lise ye and play the dawn-piaycr. 1 ” And she bLoughl them 
basin and ewer. 1 Quoth Kamar al-Zaman, 14 0 masLci, Tis late and 
we have ovei slept ourselves”; and quoth Lhe jeweller, “ O my 
friend, veiily the air of this room is heavy; for, whaiovci I sleep 
in it, this happens to mu." Rejoined Kainai al-Zamau, 41 Tine/' 
and piorceded to make the Wuzu-ablulioii; hut when he puL the 
Wild Lo his face his cheeks and lips burned linn. Cued he, 
" Piodigious I II the ail of the 100m be heavy and we have been 
drowned in sleep, what aileth my cheeks and lips that they burn 
me ? " And lie said to the jowellei, 44 O inasLei, my cheeks and 
lips bum me.” The othei lopltcd, 44 I guess this coniolh of the 
mosquilo-biLcs." n Strange I” said Kamar al-Zaman, 14 Hath tins 
thing happened Lo Lhec ? ” Replied Obayd, <f No I But whenevei 
1 have by me a guesL like thee, ho comphmiulh in the morning of 
the mosquito-bites, and this luppeueth only when lie is like Lliee 
beaidless. II he lie bearded, the mosquitoes sling him not, and 
naught liindoiolh them horn me but my beard. It seems mosquitoes 
love not beaidud men. 3 ” Rejoined Kanuu al-Zmnan, <4 Tuie. M 
Then Lhe maid hi ought them early breakfast and they bioke then 
fast and went out. Kanuu abZaman behmk lmnself Lo the old 
woman, who exclaimed, when she saw him, H 1 see the marks of 
joyanee 011 Lhy faco : tell me what thou hast seen.” Said he, fr I 
have seen nothing, Only I .supped with the huuse-niaslei in a 
saloon and pLayed Lhe night-prayoL, after which we fell asleep and 
woke not till morning. 1 ' She laughed and said, 41 What be those 
maiks on Lhy cheeks and lips?” His answered, H ’Twas the 
mosquitoes of the saloon that did this with me " ; and she rejoined, 
“ ’Tiu wuU. Rut dW the cvuuc thing betide the Uou^M\\asta' ? " 
lie retorted, 11 Nay; but ho told me that tho moi quitocs of Lhat 
saloon molest not bearded men, but sLing those only who have no 
hair 011 lace, ami that whenever he liciLh for guest 011c who is 
beardless, the iduuiger awaketh complaining of Lhe mosquito- 
bites; wluiuas, an hu have a beard, them befallctli him naught 
of this.” Saul who, 44 Sooth thou spcakcsLi but say mo, sawest 
aught save Lins? 11 And he answered, 11 1 found loin eockals in 
my pocket," Quoth she, ,c Show them to mo." So he gruc 
them to liei and she laughed and said, “Thy mistress laid these 
in thy pocket.” lie asked, u How so ? ” And she answered, 

1 For ablution after sleep and bofoio ptaycr The address of iho slave- 
((h-l ia pci kelly liatiual: in a Moslem house we should hcai U this day, nor 
does U allow Lhu lead sign of " fiowaiclncuK," 

'A Thu peifect hlupidUy of the old iviLLul la told with the chie-st Atab 
lmnioiu. 
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“ ’Tis as if she said to thee, in the language of signs 1 ;—An thou 
weit in love, thou wouhlst not sleep, for a lover bleepeth not but 
Lliou hast not ceased to be a child and fit for nothing but to play 
with these cockals. So what drave thee Lo fall in love with the 
fair ? Now she came Lo thee by night and finding thee asleep, 
scored Lhy cheeks with her kisses and left thee this sign, ihit 
thaL will not suffice her of thee and she will certainly send her 
husband to invite thee again to-night; so, when Hum goosl home 
with him, hasten not to fall asleep, and on the moiiow biing me 
five hundied dinaLS and come and acquaint me with what hath 
passed, and I will perfect fot thee the device/' Answcicd he, 
“ I hear and obey," and went back to the Khan. Thus it befell 
him; but as regaids the jeweller’s wife, she said to hci husband, 
“Is the guest gone?" Answeicd he, “ Yes, but, O Hnlijunh, 3 
the mosquitoes plagued him lasL night and scanfied his checks 
and lips, and indeed I was abashed befoie him.” She lejoined, 

1 “ This is the wont of Lhe mosqniloes of oui saloon ; for they 
love none save the bcaidless. DuL do thou invite him again 
to-night." Soho lCpnirod to the Khan whole the youth abode, 
and bidding him, cairied him to Ins house, whem they ate and 
drank and played the night-prayer m the saloon, after which the 
slave-girl cnteied and gave each of them a cup of night-dunk, 

-And Sliahiazad pciceivecl the dawn of day and ceased sa3 r iiig 

het pei muted say. 

JliJoVu toljcn It luad tfcc J! 3 utc Jhindivcb niitf SchcittysKrcrt JS/flDt, 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Lite slave- 
girl went in lo lhe twain and gave each of them a cup of nighl- 
think, and they drank and fell asleep, lhesunlly, in came 
Iialimail and said, “ O good-for-nothing, how canal thou sleep 
and call thyself a lovei ? A lover sleepeth not!” Then she 
mounted on his breast and ceased noL Lo come down upon him 
with kisses and caresses, biting and sucking his lips and so 
foith, till the morning, when she put m his pocket n knile 
and sent her handmaid to arouse them, And when the youth 
awoke, his checks were on lire foi excess of iisdness, and his 
lips like coial, for dint of sucking and kissing. (Juotli the 
jeweller, “Did the mosquitoes plague Lheo List night?" and 
quoth the oLlier, “Nay I” foi he now knew Lhe conceit and 

1 This is a icchauffc of Lho Language of Signs in 11 Adz and Azlzali,' 1 voi, 
li night c\ni 

2 In the Mac. Edit "YA FulAnali M = 0 certain pcisoii, 
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Kamar al-Zaman and the Jeweller's 

Wife. 

“ He emptied the cup behind the pillow and 
laid down. . . . Then, talcing a sharp knife, she 
went in to him.” 
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left complaining- Then he felt the knife in his pocket and was 
silent; but when he had bioken his fast and drunk coffee, lie 
left the jeweller and going to the Khan, took five hundred 
dinars of gold and canied them to Lhe old woman, to whom he 
lelatcd what had passed, saying, M I slept despite myself, and 
when I woke at dawn I found nothing but a knife m my pocket.’ 1 
Exclaimed the old trot, li May Allah protect thee from her this 
next night! For she satlli to thee by this sign:—An thou sleep 
again I will cut thy Lin oat. Tliou wilt once moie lie bidden to 
the jeweller’s house to-night, 1 and if Lhou sleep she will slay 
thee." Said he, “ What is to be done ? " and said she, 11 Tell me 
what thou atest and drunkest before sleeping." Quoth he, 14 We 
supped as was oiu wont and prayed the night-prayer, after which 
there came in Lo us a maid, who gave each of us a cup of night- 
diinlc, which when I had drunk I fell asleep and awoke not till the 
morning. n Quoth the old womau, 4 ‘ The mischief is in the cup; 
so, when the maid giveih it to thee, lake it from her, but chink 
not, and wait Lilt the maslci of the house have drunken and fallen 
asleep ; then say to her:—Give me a draught of water, and she will 
gn to fetch thee Lhe gugglcl, Then do thou empty the cup behind 
the pillow and lie down and feign sleep. So when she cometh 
hack wiLh Lhe gugglcl, she will deem that thou hast fallen asleep 
after having diuuk off the cup, and will leave thee ; and presently 
the case will appear to thee; but beware of disobeying my bid¬ 
ding, M Aaswoied he, U I hear and I obey, 11 and returned Lo Lhe 
Khan. Meanwhile, Lho jeweller’s wife .said Lo hoi husband, <c A 
guest's due honour is Lhicu nights' entertainment; so do thou 
invite him a Lhiid time-" Whereupon he bcLook himself to the 
youth and inviting him, carried him home and sat down with 
him in the saloon. When they had supped and prayed the 
night-prayer, behold, in came the handmaid and gave each of 
Lliem a cup. Her nia&Lcr chunk and fell asleep; but Kainar al- 
Zaman fuiboio to diink, whereupon quoth Lho maid, M Wilt 
Lhou not drink, 0 my lord?” AnsweLcd he, n I ;un a-thirst, 
bling mu lho gugglct," Accordingly, she went Lo fetch it, and he 
emptied lho cup behind Lhe pillow and lay down. When the 
slavo-giid relumed, she saw him lying down and going to her 
misUcss said, “IJc hath drunk off Lhe cup and fallen asleep 11 1 
whereupon quoth Iluhinah lo herself, u Veiily, his death is better 
than liis life*” Then, taking a shaip lciufo, she went in to him, 


i Ainb, "Laylat al-Kdbilnli," IU.-the coming niglit, our to-nlglil; for 
vdiicli sac vol. Hi., night clxxxix, 
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saying, M Tluoe limes, and thou nolcdst not the sign, O fool 1 ! 
So now I will rip up thy maw." When he saw hei making for 
him| knife in hand, he opened his eyes and lose, laughing J whoie- 
upon said she, 41 * * * * * Twas not of thine own wit, that thou earnest at 
the meaning of the sign, but by the help of some wily cheat; so 
tell me whence thou hadst this knowledge. 11 a Fiom an old 
woman/* replied he, “between whom and me befell, such and 
such '*, and he told her all that had passed. Quoth she, “To- 
mouow go thou forth from us and seek her and say :—Hast thou 
any furthei devicem store ? Ami if she answci;—I have; do thou 
rejoin :—Then do thy best that I may enjoy her publicly. Phil, 
if she say:—I have no means of doing that, and this is the last 
of my devices; put her away from thy thought, and to-mouow 
night my husband will conic to thee and invite thcc. Do thou 
come with him and tell me and I will considoi what lcmaiueth 
to he done.” Answered he, lf Thctc is no harm in that 1 M 
Then he spent the Lest of the tuglil with her iu embiacing and 
clipping, whilst hei husband was as a cashout nunnalion of 
coiiftmctimi, 8 And they ceased not to bo thus till morning, when 
she baid to him, " ’Tis not a night of thee Lind will content me, noi a 
day, no, nor yet a month noi a yeai ; but it's my intent to abide 
with thcc the rest of my life. Wail, however, till I play my 
husband a tiick which would baffle Lho keenest-wit Led and win 
for us our wishes. I will cause doubt to enter into him, so that 
he shall divorce me, whereupon I will lYiiury tWoo and go with 
thcc to thine own country; I will also Lranspoi l all his moneys 
and hoards Lo iby lodging and will contiivo thee the nun of his 
dwelling-place and the blotting out of bis traces, lhit do thou 
hem ken to my speech and obey me in that I shall say to Lhce and 


1 Aiab, " Ya AlimakJ " which in Afruocco means a madman, a maniac, a 
Scuilon. 

2 Aiab. "Tamvln al-I/<ifah lna'zul" = Ihc minnation in eoiistnictioii 
cast out Jl T:uhvii\ m (nunnalion) is pronouncing the vowels of lho case- 
ejidmgs of a noun with n—un for u (nominative)—in foi i (genitive) and — 
an foi a (accusative) This minnation cxpicsscs huleinmeneiH, <' g " MaMun" 

= a lung, any king. When the noun is nude definite by Lho Ma’iifali oi 
aiticle (id), the Tamv'm must be dropped, o g Ai-Mnlikn — the King, 
Al-Mahkim being a gumunaticnl nbsuidity In cons 1 1 net ion or icgimcn 
(izaf.ih) the mmnatiou must also disappear, as Mahku T-Hindi the 

King of Hind (a King of Hind would be Malilum niiu AIuliiLi 'I-IIindi = 

a King fiom amongst the Kings of Hind). Thus, whilst live wife and lho 

the luvei were conjoined as much as might be, die liocussed and sleeping 
husband was dismissed (ma'/fil = degraded) him a niumaltnu chopped m 
consLiuctioii I may add that the teuninal syllables rue iimuiably dropped 
in popular parlance, and none but Mr G I'algiavo (who aUoi ivauh ignoied 

Ins own tis>-ciCion) ovei found an Aiab tube actually using Lho in in c on vei na¬ 

tion, although they are always pronounced when leading llio ICoinn and 
poetry. 
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gainsay me not.” Pie lephed, i( I hear and I obey; hi me there 
is none oppoMliom" Then said she, 11 Go to ihe Khan and when 
my husband comelh to Lhcc and inviteth thee, say to him ;—0 my 
bioLliei, a vSon of Adam is apt to be biu dens 0111 e, and when his 
visiLs glow ovei-frequent, both generous and liiggaul loathe him. 1 
How then shall I go with thee eveiy night and lie I and thee, in 
the saloon ? An thou wax not chagrined with me, thy IP a rim 
will bear me grudge, for that I hindci thee fiom thine. Therefore 
if thou have a mind to my company, take me a house beside thine 
own and we will abide thus, now I sitting with thee till the time 
of sleep, and now with 1110 thou, Then I will go to my place and 
thou to thy ITuim and this will bo a better lerte than that I hinder 
then Iiom Lhy Hruiin cveiy night. Then will lie come to me and 
take counsel wiLh mo, and I will advise him to I inn out our 
ncighlxmi, for the house wherein lie iiveth is am house and ho 
rentelh it of us ; and once thou art in the house, Allah will make 
easy to ns the rest of om schemed* And picscntly she added, M Go 
now and do as I hid Lluse.” Answcicd ho, “ I hear and obey 11 ; 
whcieupun she left him and went away, whilst he lay down and 
feigned to he asleep. Ihcsanlly, Lhc liandmaid came and aroused 
Lhcm; and when Lhe jeweller awnke, he said to his guest, “O 
nicichnnl, have the mosquitoes wonted Lhee? M Ho leplied , il No, M 
and Obayd said, “Belike Lhou ail giown used to them,” Then 
they bioke their fasl and chunk coffee, after which they fared 
foiLli to their nflaiis, and Kamar ai-Zuman betook himself to 

Llie old clone, and l elated to her what hud passed,-And 

ShahKi/ad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
peimiticd say, 

Jliioiu \djcit it \ma (Ijc J 13 lnc Hjmrticb inrtf Srhcirtp^cccnitr jafjjjt. 

She continued, II hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Kamar al-Zamau betook himself to the old clone, he related to 

1 This was a saying of Mohammed about ovin-fiwquency of vibitsi, lf Zm 
ghiblxui la/hi hub ban"--cull rarely, that friendship last faidy, So the veise 
of A1 Alulauablu — 

“How oft familiarity breeds disliko.” 

lhuston quotes Jesus ben Shach, p) ?/A7ri7rre tVa pj ivuujOfi^ Kdl jirf fjaKpiiv 
dc/jiVrti) tv a fii) iirth^rO^. Als,o Al-Ikujil (Asa xv. of M The Lognl 11 ; Dg 
S r icy, \), rjyH, l a), " Visit not your friend more than one day in a month, nor 
stop longer than that with him I " Also Ass xvi 487, H, 11 IVfiilttply not visits 
to lliy friend." Nono ho disliked U3 one visiting too often (Pieston, p, 3*5-1). 
In Lhc Cent Kouvulka NuuvHles (No, lit) the (lying father says to ma 
eon,—-J.miaiH ue vow haute/, taut on I'usfel do volie vofthi quo I'on vous- y 
sorvn rlu pain In these maLlors Moslems follow the pi caching and practice 
of the ApouLle, who was about as hearty and genial as the "gicat Wash 111 glo 11 Jl 
Hut the Aiah had a fund of dry humour winch the Anglo-Ameiicnii Inched 
jilta^elhei 1 
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her what had passed, saying, "She spake to me Lins and that, and 
I answered liei thus and thus. Now say me, hast thou any fm tber 
device for bunging me to enjoy her publicly ? JJ Quoth she, “ O 
my son, here endeth my contrivance, and now I am at Lhe leini of 
my devices. 1 ' Upon this he left her, and tclnnied to the Khan, 
where, as oven Lido evened, the jewellei came to him and invited 
him. He said, “ I cannot go with thee. M Asked the met chant, 
" Why so ? I love thee and cannot brook sepaialion from Lheo. 
Allah upon thee, conic with me I n The other replied, “An iL be 
thy wish to continue om comradeship and keep up Lhc fiicndsliip 
betwixt thee and me, take me a house by the side of thine own, 
and when tliou wilt, thou sbalL pass the evening with me and I 
with thee; but, as soon as the time of sleep cumcth, each of us 
shall hie him to his own home and lie LheieT Quoth Obayil, I 
have a house adjoining mine, which is my own propeiLy . so go 
thou with me tonight and to-morrow I wilt have the house 
untenanted for thee. ,J Accordingly he went with him, and they 
supped and prayed Ihcmght-piayci, aflei which the jeweller thank 
the cup of drugged 1 Liquor and fell asleep: but ui ICamar ul- 
Zainan's cup Lheie was no trick; so lie diank it and slept 110L 
Then came the jeweller’s wife and sat chatting with him tluough 
the dark horns, whilst her husband lay like a coipsc. When he 
awoke in the morning as of wont, he sent for his tenant and said 
to him, 11 O man, quit me the house, for I have need of it.' 1 14 On 
my head and eyes,” answcicd the other, and voided the house to 
him, whereupon Kamar al-Znman look up his abode Ihcictn and 
Liansported thither all his baggage. The jeweller passed that 
evening with him, then went to his own house. On the next day, 
his wife sent for a cunning builder and bribed him wiLh money 
to make Iicl an undeigiouncbway a fiom hoi chamber Lo Kamai 
al-Zaman's house, with a trap-dooi under Llie emth, So, before 
the youth was ware, she came in to him with two bags of money 
and he said to her, 41 Whence comcsl thou? " She showed him 
the tunnel and said to him, M Take these two hags of his money.” 
Then she sat with him, tho twain toying together till the morning, 
when she said, "Wait for me, till I go to him and woke him, so 

1 Arab, " ’Amal J> = action, operation In Ilimlostani it isused (often with 
an Allf for an Ayn) as uituxication, n g Amal pAm, sliong wntcis, mut applied [o 
Sliai.ib (wine), Jio7nli (Beei), Tsidi (tockly or tho ftsimonted jmcc of the Tad, 
J 3 t»'(issi(s flabelhfonms), NaiyAli (juice ol tlio cocoa-nut Uce), SAymldi (of the 
v/ikl date, Elate Syjucsfns), Aiy (m (opium and its putpaialions, post--poppy 
seeds) and vaiions foims of Ctmnnhis Satiw, as Ganja, Chains, Mud art, Sab?!, 
etc , foi which sec Heildots 1 Gio^aiy 

2 Arab, "Said^h," mostly an under ground 100m (vol, l. night x\xdi.) but 
heic a tunnel, 
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he may go Lo his shop, and I return to thee," He sat expecting 
her, whilst she went away and awoke her husband, who made the 
Wuz 11-ablution and prayed and went to htb shop. As soon as he 
was gone she Look four hags and currying them through Lhe 
SouLouain to Kamai al-Zaman, said to him, “ Store these up ” , 
then vshc sat with him awhile, after which she Lctiredto her home 
and he betook him.self to the bazar. When he returned at 
sundown he found in his house leu purses and jewels and much 
besides* PicsenLly the jewellei came to him and carried him (o 
his own house, where they passed the evening in the saloon, till 
Lhe handmaid came in accoi cling Lo cusLom, and brought them 
the dunk. Her master drank and fell asleep, whilst naught 
IkUkIccI Kumar al-Zanmn, ior that his cup was wholesome and 
there was no tiick Lheioin. Then came ITaiimah, who sat down 
a-loymg wilh him, whilst the slave-girl transported the jeweller's 
goods Lo Kamai al-ZamaiTs house by Lhe secret passage. Thus 
they did till morning, when the handmaid awoke her lord and 
gave them to drink coffee, after which they went each his own way, 
On lhe tliild clay the wife L>iought out to him a knife of hcr 
liusbaiul's, which he had chased and wrought with his own hand, 
and which he priced at five hundred drmus. Bui Lhoru was no 
knife like it and because of the eagerness with which folk sought 
iL of him, he had laid it up in a chest and could not bring himself 
to sell il Lo anyone in creation. Quoth she, u Take Lhis knife and 
set iL in thy waist-shawl and go lo my husband and slL with him. 
Then pull out Lhe knife and say Lo linn:—O master, look at this 
knife I bought lo-dny and tell mu if I have Lhe worst or the best 
of the bargain. Tie will know il, but will be ashamed to say to 
thee:—This is my knife ; so he will ask thuo:—Whence didst thou 
buy il and lor how much J and do thou make answer ;—I saw two 
Levantines 1 disputing and one said to the other, Whore hast thou 
been ? Quoth his companion, I have huou with my mislioss, and 
whenever I fmgather with liui, she givoLh me ten diihams; buL 
Lhis day she said to me, My hand is empty of silver for thee to¬ 
day, but Lake this knife of my husband's. So I look il and intend 
to sell It, The knife pleased me and hearing liis tale I said to 
him :—Will thou sell it to me ? when he replied, Buy, So I got il 
of him for tluuu hundred gold pieces and I wonder whether it was 
cheap m dear—and note what ho will say lo ihcci. Then talk 
with him awhile and use and como back to mo in haste. Tltou 

i Aaah. " AI-bihvancliyalL ,p : lldn unci tlir jri'qnonl mention of coffee and 
piesenlly of a watch (sd’nli) show that llm tale in its pioacnt slate cannoL bo 
older than lliu end of Ihu sivtceiuk emumy. 

V 
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will find me awaiting thee at the tunnel-mouth, and do thou give 
me (he Knife . lf Replied Kamai al-Zaman, “ I lioai and I obey”; 
and taking the knife set it in his waist-shawl. Then ho went to 
the shop of the jewellei, who saluted him with tlie salam and 
welcomed him and made him sit down, He spied the knife in his 
waist-shawl, at which he wondered and said to himself, " That is 
my knife • who can have conveyed it to this merchant. ? M Ami he 
fell a-musing’and saying - hi his mind, " I woildci an it be my knife 
or a knife like it ! ” Presently Kainai abZainun pulled it out and 
said to him, " Haikyc, master. take tins knife and look at it,” 
Obayd took it and knew it ligJiL well, but was ashamed to say, 

" This is my knife.’'-Ancl Shah l azad perccivctl the dawn of 

clay and ceased saying hci per mi Lied say. 

Jftoiu tofjcn if Likin lljr Jramc Ijpintirrt) nn& ^rUoitPdfja-D JftiQljt, 

vShe pm sued, It lialh reached me, C) auspicious King, that wJien 
the jewellci took the knife fi am Kamar a]-Zam;ui, lie knew it, but 
was ashamed to say, "This is my knife. M So he asked, “ Wlieie 
didst thou buy it ? u Kainai al-Zaman answeiod asHalimah had 
charged him, and the jewellei said, " 'The knife was cheap at that 
piice, loi iL is woilh five luuulied dmais " Tint fnu llamed in his 
heart and his hands wrue tied from woiking at his ciafL. Kainai 
al-Zaman continued to talk with him, whilst he was diowned in 
the sea of solicitudes, and fm 11 TLy woicls wluuowilli the youth 
bespoke him, he answeiod liini but one, fm Ins heait ached and 
Jus fiame was lacked and his Lhoughls wo to Imnblod anti )u; was 
even as saith the poet ;— 

I lisive no i\ tads though tolls would have me talk - Ami who bespeak 
me find me thou gliL* waylaid : 

Plunged in the Cai e-senN nmliseoveiocl ilepUm, * Nm might of 
difference see ’Uvixt man and maid 1 

When Kamar al-Zaman saw Ins case thus dunged, ho said to him, 
"Huliko thou ait busy at this piosunL," and leaving him, loluincd 
in hottest haste to lusorni house, wbcie he found Unlunah standing 
ill the passage-door awaiting him. (Juoth she, " Hast tliou done 
as I bade thee ? 11 and quoth he, " Yes.” She asked, " What said 
lie to thee ? M and he answered, " He told me that the knife was 
cheap at that piice, for that it was woilh five bundled dinars, but 
I could see that he was troubled, so I left him and know not what 
befell him aftei that.” Ciicd slie, "Give me the knife and leek 
lliou not ofhiin. M Then she took the knife and, icstoring il to its 
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pJace, sal clown. Now alter ICfimar al-ZamaiPs departure lire 
limned in llxc jewellei’s licai t, mid suspicion was mjic upon him and 
lie said to himself, " Needs must I gel up and go look foi the 
knife and cuL down doubt with cerLainty. ,J So lie lose and 
impaired to his house ancl went in to his wife, snorting like a 
diagon 1 ; and she said to him, 11 What malterclh thee, O my loid?" 
He asked* "Where is my knife ? 11 and she answered, “In the 
chest," and smote hand upon In east, saying, " O my grief! Belike 
thou hast fallen out with some ono and art come to fetch the Unite 
to smite him withal." Said he, "Give me the knife. Let me see 
it." But said she, 11 Not till thou swear to me that thou wilt not 
smite any one therewith," So he swore this to hoi and she opened 
the chest and InoughL out to him the knife and he fell to turning 
il over saying, n Veiily, this is a wondrous thing 1 " Then quoth 
he to her, " Take it and lay it back in its place ” ; and she, "Tell 
me the meaning of till this," He answeied, ,fi I saw with our 
friend a knife like this," and told her all Lhnl had passed between 
himself aiul the youth* adding, " But when I saw iL in the chest, 
my suspicion ended in certainty,” Said she, " Ilaply thou mis- 
douhledslof mo and dnemedst Lhal I was the Levantine’s mistress 
and had given him the knife." He lcplicd, "Yes; I had my 
douhis of this; blit when I saw the knife suspicion was lifted 
from my heart." Rejoined she, " O man, there is no good in 
thee I " Ami he fell to excusing himself to her till he appeased 
her; after which he fared forth and returned to his shop. Next 
day she gave Kamai al-Zainnn her husband’s watch, which ho 
had made with his own hand and whereof none had the like, 
saying, 11 Go to his shop and siL by Iris side and say to him :—I 
.saw again to-day him whom I saw yesLoi'day, He had a watch 
in his hand and said to mo, WilL thou buy this watch ? Quoth I, 
Winsnee hadsl thou it ? and quoth ho, I was with my mistress 
and she give mo this watch. So I bought it of him for eighUmd- 
filty gold pieces, Look at it : is it cheap i\t that piice ur dear ? 
Nolo what lie shall say to Lheo; then iQLiun to mo in haste and 
give me ihe waldi.” So Kamai al-Zaman lepaiicd Lo the jeweller 
and did with him as slio lud < lunged him, When Obayd saw Lho 
watch, he said, "This is woilh seven hundred ducats"; and 
suspicion entered into him. Then the youth left him rind relum¬ 
ing lo Llio wife, gave her luck the watch, Presently, hei husband 
suddenly caino in imoiting, and said to hci, " Whole is my 
wat< h ?" Said she, “lino it is"; and he cried, 11 Give it lo 

i Anil) <, Sli' 1 uii, 1 ’ vol. i night vvni, 

V 2 
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me," So she brought it to him and he exclaimed, il There is no 
Majesty and there is no Might save in Allah, the Gloiioits, the 
Gieat I *' and she too exclaimed, li O man, LheLe is something the 
maLler with thee, Tell me -what it is." He replied, “ What shall 
I say? Verily, I am bewildered by these chances I M And he 
recited these couplets 1 11 :— 

Although the Meiciful be doubtless with me, 

Yet am I sore bewildcicd, for new griefs 
Have compassed me about, or ore I knew it 
I have endured till Patience self became 
Impatient of my patience—I lmvc endured 

Waiting tilL Heaven fulfil my dosliny- 

I have cmluLcd fill e'en endurance owned 
Mow X bore up with lier; (a thing more bitter 
Than bitter aloes) yet though a bitterer thing 
Is not, than is that ding, it wore iholc bitter 
To me should Patience leave me unsustained, 

Then said he to his wife, “ O woman, I saw with the merclianL 
out friend fust my lcmfe, which I knew, foi that Ufa fashion was a 
device of my own wit, nor doth iLs like exist; and he told me of 
it a story that troubled the hearL. so I came back and found iL at 
home. Again to-day I sec him with the watch t whoso fashion 
also is of my own device, noi is there the fellow of it in llassoiah, 
and of this also lie told me a stoiy that saddened my heait, 
Wheiefotc I am bewildered in my wit and know noL what is to 
come to me/ 1 Quoth she, “ The purport of thy speech is that 
ihou suspccledsL mo of being the friend of thaL merchant and his 
Jemaiijand clce of giving him thy good; so thou earnest to question 
me and make proof of my peifidyj and had I not shown Lime the 
laiifc and the watch, thou hadst been eoiLified of my Lieason. 
Hut since, O man, thou docmesL me this ill dome, huncofoilh I 
will never again break wilh thee biead nor diain with Llice chink, 
foi I loathe thee with the loathing of piolubitioin"" So Jie gentled 
hoi and excused himself till he had appeased Iicl and returned, 


1 The lines have octimed in vol. i< night xiv, ; wheio I have noted the 
punning " hubt "=patience Ok aloes I quote Toi * cits . the Templar, liuwovci, 
uttei ]y abolishes the pi in in tbo last couplet,— 

The case is 110L at my command, but m fair Patience hand * I'm set by Ilim 
who oulerLli all and dotli such case command 

11 Ann " heic ^case (ciicu instance) ui com main l (older) with a suspicion of 
lefeieuca to himr=niyuli, biLLmicss 'Iho leader will note Lho je^ignalion 
to Tato’s decices which lieic and in hosts of places olcvaleH the lone of Lhc 
book 

2 if one loathes that winch is piohibitcd, and with a leal lung which 
undos it unlawful foi me to cohabit wtLli thee, 
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repenting him of having bespoken her thus, to his shop, where he 

sal-And Shalirazad peiceivcd the dawn of day and ceased to 

say her permitted say. 


JQnto iu!)cn it nmc tljc Jlilmc nnU ^ckcnfu-foiutlj Jrkfffjt, 

She resumed, It hath 1 cached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the jeweller quitted his wife he repented having bespoken her 
Lhus, and returning to Ins shop, he saL Lheie in disquiet sore and 
anxiety galore, between belief and unbelief. About eventide lie 
went home alone, not bunging Kamar al-Zaman with him; 
whereupon quoth his wife, “Where is the merchant ?’’ and quoth 
lie, “In his lodgings." She asked, “Is the friendship between 
thee and him grown cold?" and lie answered, “By Allah, I have 
taken a dislike to him, because of that which hath beliderl me 
from him. 1 " Quoth she, “Go fetch him, to please me." So he 
aioso and went in to Kaniar al-Zaman in his house, wheie he 
saw his own goods strewn about and knew them. At this 
sight fno was kindled in his heart and ho fell a-sighing. Quoth 
the youth, “ How is it that I sec thee melancholy ?” Obayd was 
ashamed to say, “ Here arc my goods in thy house : who brought 
thorn hither?’’ so he replied only, “A vexation hath bedded 
111c; but come thou with me to my house, that we may solace 
0111 selves theie." The other mjoined, “Let me ho in my place : 
I will not go with Lhoo." But llio jowelloi conjured him to come, 
and took him to his house, where they supped and passed the 
evening together, Kamar al-Zaman talking with the jeweller, who 
ivvts dimmed in ifce .mt ol solicitude and for a bundled wuls 
whciewith the guest bespoke him, answered him only one woul. 
Presently the handmaid brought them two cups ol chink, as 
usual, and they drank; whuieupon the jeweller fell asleep, but 
the youth abode on wake because his cup was not drugged. 
Then ciune I-Ialimah and said to hoi lover, “ How deemest Hum 
of yonder cornuted, who is diunken in his hcedlcssiioKS and 
WOOleLh not the wiles of women ? There is no help foi it but 
that I cozen him into divmring me. To-mouow I will disguise 
myself as a slave-gill and walk aflei thee to his shop, wheie do 
11,0,1 Sll y to him :—() master, I wonl to-day into the Khan of Al- 
Yasiijiyah, where I saw this damsel and bought hci for a thousand 
dinars. Look at her for me and tell me whether slje was cheap at 
that piice or dear. Then uncover to him ruyf.ice and breasts and 

i This b (julle natniiil to the sensitive JtfUilorn, 
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show all of me to him, after >vhich do thou carry mo back to thy 
house, whence I will go to my chamber by the secret passage, so I 
may sec the issue of onr affair with him. 1 ' Then the hvam passed 
the night in mirth and meiruncnt, converse and good cheer, dalli¬ 
ance and delight till dawn, when she relumed to her own place 
find sent the handmaid to mouse her lawful lord and her level. 
Accordingly, they arose and played the dawn-prayer and brake 
theii fast and thank coffee, aflct which Obayd repaired to his shop 
and Kamar al-Zaman betook himself to his own house. Presently, 
in came Hahmnh to him by the tunnel, in the guise of a slave-girl, 
and indeed she was by bit tlx a slave-girl, 1 Then he went out and 
she walked behind him till he came to the jewulleFs shop, and 
saluting him, sal down and said, <x O inastci, I went into the Khan 
of Al-Ynjjitjiyfih lo-day to look about me, and saw this damsel in 
the broker’s hands. She pleased mo, so I bought her foi a 
thousand dimus, and I would have Lliec look upon her and sec 
if she l)e cheap aL that price or no. J ’ So saying, he nncoveied hei 
face, and the jeweller saw her to hr Ins own wife, clad in hei 
costliest clothes, tucked out in hei finest tiinkets and kohl'd and 
henna'd, even as she was wont to acini n hei self bofoie him in the 
house, He know with full knowledge her face and dress and 
hinkets, for those ho had wrought with his own hand, and lie saw 
on her fnigei s the seal-rings lie Jiad newly made for Kamai al- 
Zanian, whereby ho was ccUificrl ^viLl^ entiie assiuanco that aho 
was indeed his very wife. So ho asked her, H What is thy name, 
O slave-girl ?" and she answeicd, 11 Halminh,''naming to him her 
own name, whereat ho was amazed and said to the youth, "For 
how much didsL thou buyliei?” lie leplied, M For a thousand 
diuais"; and the jeweller rejoined, 11 Thou hast gotten hei gratis, 
for hei lings and clothes and trinkets aie woiLh nioie Lh.m that. 1 ' 
Said Kamar al-Zaman, "May Allah icjoiec; Ihee with good news I 
Since she pleaseth thee, I will carry her to my houses' 1 ; and Obayd 
said, " Do thy will. 11 So he took her off to his houses, whence she 
passed thiongh the Seoul passage to hei own apartment and sal 
tlwie, Meanwhile, fue flamed in the jewellers brail and he bind 
to himself, *' I will go sec my wife. If she he at homo, this slnve- 
giil must bo her counloipaU, and gloiy bo to Hun Who alone hath 
no countoipait I 13 ut if she he not at home, 'tis she hen self without. 

i Hence, at.cm cling lo Modem and Kiilmi diemy guneiully, her lewd 
and Uoft'iimabk ounduct Uiu m Eg} pi nut a few ftrubmn women, and ll 
too of the noblest, would beat hei hollow at bm own little game Sit Inr in¬ 
stance the booklet, aUnbutrd m Jalal liLi and entitled KiLih jd-t/ah Si ■ Ilm 

ftt-NiMh. Theiii is a lopy of it in Llui Untish Mmuim; anil a liicrul loudly 
supplied me with a hilio^i.iph fioin Caiio, warning mo lliaL then* mo doubts 
about, the a Lit hoi 4»b ip 
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adoubL.” Then lies set off miming, and coining to his house, found 
his wife sitting m the same clothes and ornaments he had seen 
upon hci in the shop; wlieicupon he beat hand upon hand, saying, 
“Theieisno Majesty and thcie is no Might save in Allalp the 
Gloiious, the Gioal I " " 0 man/’ asked she, 4i art thou mad or 

what aileih Uigo? 'Tis not thy wont io do thus, and needs must 
it he that something hath befallen thee." Answcicd he, 11 If thou 
wilt have me tell Lhcc be not vexed.” Quoth she, " Say on” ; 
so ho said, “ Our fiiend the mcichant hath bought a slave-giil, 
whose shape is as Lhy shape and her height as thy height; more¬ 
over, hci name is even as Lhy name and hci appaLel is the like of 
thino appaiel. Brief, she rescmbloth tliee in all her attributes, and 
on hci fingers arcseaL-iings like thy seal-nngs and her trinkets are 
as thy trinkets. So when lie displayed her to me, niethought 
it was thyself .and I was perplexed concerning my case. Would 
we had novel &eon thus merchant nor compauied with him; and 
would ho lmd ncvoi lull his own counliy and we had not known 
him, for he hath Lioublcd my life, which bufouj was serene, causing 
ill-fechng to succeed good faith and making doubt to enter into 
my heart.'' Said she, ct Look in my faco, bellied am she who was 
with him and he in my Lovcl and 1 disguised myself as n slave-giU 
and agreed with him Lhal he should display me to thee so he 
might Lay a smuts foi thee," He replied, u What words are these ? 
Indued, I never suspected that thou wouldst'do Lho like of this 
dead." Now this jeweller was iniveisod in the wiles of women and 
know not how they deal with men, nor had he heard the saying of 
him who said ;— 

A heart hove then off in chase of the fair, * As fled Youth and came 
Age wi‘ his homy hair: - 

LayhX LioiibloH mo ruid love-joys are far; ■ And rival and risks brings 
us cculc and 

An ivoulcTtit ask mu of munaii, behold J inn * In physic of woimuJuml 
wise and ware: 

When gri/dolh man's head ami his moneys fail, « Ilia lot in their love 
is a pom aflau. 

Noi that of another 1 : — 

Gainsay women, he obeyed li Allah host, who s.iilli Lhcun nay, And he 
prospers not who givelh them his bridle lcin to sway; 

For they 1 !! hinder him fiom winning Ln perfection in hiy gifts, Though 
a thousand years he bliuly, seeking nftei wisdom’s way. 

And a thiul:— 

Women Sulims aits made for woe of man: « To Allah I fly from such 
SiiLauosM'S I 

i These lino-, li.ivo oicuuod in vol ill. night clx*. I quote Mr, P.tyno. 
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Whom they lure by their love hr tn grief shall come ■ And lose bliss 
of world and tile Faith that blesses. 

Said she, ** Heic am I sitting 111 my chamber ; so go thou to bun 
forthright and luiock at the door and con hive to go m to him 
quickly, An thou sec the damsel with him ’tis a slave-girl of his 
who resembletli me (and Ghny be to Him Who hath no icsem- 
hlance 1 1 ). But, an thou sec no slave-gill with him, then am I 
myself she whom thou sawcsl with him in the shop, and thine ill 
thought of mo will bostablibhcd .’ 1 11 Tine," answcicd Obayd, and 
went out, leaving her, whereupon she passed thiough the hidden 
passage and seating herself by Kmnai al-Zainan, told him whal 
had passed, saying, “ Open the door quickly and show me Ln Jiini." 
Now as they weie talking, behold, theie came a knocking at the 
door. Quoth Kamai nl-Zaman, “Who is at the dooi ? ,J and 
quoth the jeweller, ‘< 1 , thy fiiencl; thou displayed^ to me Lhy 
slave-gal in the ba/ar, and I rejoiced foi thcc m lier, but my joy 
in hei was not completed ; so open the door and lei jno look at 
her again . 11 Kejoincd lie, f * So be iL / 1 and opened Ihcs doni Lo 
him, whereupon he saw his wife sitting by him, She rose and 
kissed their hands ; and he looked at hei j then she talked with 
, him awhile and ho saw hei not to bo distinguished fiom his wife 
in aught and said, u Allah aealoLh wliatso ITc? will-" Then ho 
went away moic disheaitoned than bcfoie and ictuinod to his 
mvn house where he saw his wife silting, foi she had fmegoncj 

him thithci by the souLcnnin.-And ShalimsKiil peiccived the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

JEtoto Vfim it to t&c ifhnc fomrtUTli ftetarntp-Rttl) 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that die young 
lady forewent her spouse by Lhc soilLoi min us he fared thiough the 
door and sat down in hoi upper chainboi a ; so as soon as lies enlmed 
she asked him, 11 Whal hnsL thou seen?” and he answeied, ■' I 
found her with hei master; and she lesembloth thee*” Then said 
she, “Off to thy shop and let this suffice thee of ignoble suspicion 
and never again deem ill of me, n Said lie, 11 So bo it: acemd me 
pmdon foi whal is past." And she, “Allah gianL thoe gmco u l ” 
wheieupon lie kissed her light and left and went back to Ills shop, 
Then she again betook hcisolf to Kamar al-Zaman thiough llie 

3 Tins ejaculation, aq tlict waw sliowi, is pa lent licit ic; .spoken eithor by 
IlaVmiab, hy Slialna/atl, or by Llie wiitoi, 

2 Aiab M Kfisr," licic meaning ail npppr mom. 

^ To avoid haying, I pmdon ilie<\ 
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undciground passage with fom bugs of money, and said to him, 
“ Equip thyself at once for the road and be ready to cany off the 
money -without delay, against I devise foi thee tire device I have in 
mmcl.” So he went out and pm chased mules and loaded them and 
made ready a travelling litter, he also bought Mamelukes and 
eunuchs and sending, without let or hindrance, the whole without 
the city, leturncd to II a lima li and said to her, 11 1 have made an 
end of my affairs.” Quoth she, “ And I on my side am icady; for 
I have transported to thy house all the icsI of his moneys and 
treasures and have left him 1101 little 1101 much, whereof he may 
avail himself. All this is of my love for thee, 0 dearling of my 
heart, for I would sacrifice my husband to thee a thousand times. 

But now it belioveth thou go to him and farewell him, saying:_I 

purpose to depart after three days and am come to bid thee adieu: 
so do thou reckon what I owe tliee for the hire of the house, that 
I may send it to thee and acquit my conscience. Koto his icply 
and return to me and tell me; for I can 110 more ; I have done 
my best, by cozening him, to angei him with me and cause him 
to put mo away, but I find him none the less infaluated with me. 
Sn nothing will serve us 1ml to dcpn.il to thine own coruiliy." 
And quoth ho, “ (.) laic 1 an but svvevcns piovo Iluc 1 !" Then lie 
went to the jeweller's shop and siLltng down by him, sard to him, 
“(3 mantel, I sol out for homo in tlneo days' time, and am conic to 
laic well time. So I would have thee reckon wlml I owe thee for 
the lure of the house, that I may pay it lo thee and acquit my 
conscience.” Answeied Obayd, “Whirl tail: is this? Veiily/tis 
I who am indebted lo thee. By Allah, 1 will take nothing fiom 
thee, ftu the rent of Lhe house, for thou liasL brought down bless- 
mgs upon ns I However, thou desolates! mo by thy departure, 
and but that it is forbidden to me, I would certainly oppose thee 
and binder thee from returning to thy country and kinsfolk." 
Then lie took leave of him, whilsl they belli wept wrLh soic 
weeping, and Lhe jeweller went with him, and when they entered 
Kan1.11 al-Zaman’s house, tlieie they found Haliinali, who stood 
hefoio them and solved them ; but when Qbayd relumed home, 
lie found her sitting there, nor did I10 cease Lo see her thus in 
each house in trim, for the space of Llneo days, when she said lo 
Kiunai al-Zdinnn, “Now have 1 transported to thee all that ho 
hath of moneys and lioauls and caipols and things of piice, and 
Iheiu leinahielh with him naught save the slave-gnl, who used Lo 


1 A jHoveibi.il saying, which lioie means I could only (beam of such good 

luck 
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come in to you wiLh the night-dunk ; luiL I cannot prut with her, 
for that she it. my kinswoman and .she is deal to me as, a con¬ 
fidante. So I will boat her and be wiotli with hei and when my 
spouse cometh home, I will hay to him:—I can ua iongei pul up 
wiLh this slave-gul 1101 stay in Lhehouse with lier; so take Iicl and 
sell her. Accoi dingly, he will sell hoi and do thou buy her, that 
we may cany hei with usd' Answcied he, 44 No liaim in that ,J 
So she beat the gfrl and when the jewellei came in, ho found lieu 
weeping and asked her why she wept. Quoth she, £l My niisUess 
hath beaten me.’ 1 He then went in to his wife aiul said to “her, 
u What hath that accursed girl done, that thou hast beaten her? " 
She replied, "O man, I have hut one woul to say to llice, and r tis 
that 1 can no longei bear Lho sight of this gill; so take hoi and 
sell her, 01 else divoice mod 1 Quoth lie, ‘ f I will sell hei that I 
may not cross then in aught"; and when lie went out to go to Lhe 
shop ha took hei and passed with her by Kanuu al-Zamuii. No 
sooner had lie gone out than his wife slipped Lluough the uiuIcl- 
giomul passage to Kamnr al-Zaman, who placed her in the litter, 
befoic Lhe Sliaykh her husband reached him. When the jewellei 
came up and the Inver saw Lhe skive-girl wiLh him, he asked linn, 
4£ What girl is Ibis ? 11 and the other answmed, 4f, Tis my slave- 
girl who used to serve us with Lhe night-dunk; she JiaLh disobeyed 
her mistress who is wtolh with her and hath bidden me sell herd' 
Quoth Lhe 3 r outh, 41 An bar misLro&s have taken au aversion to hei, 
Lheio is for lior no abiding with Iicl ; buL sell her Lo me, that I 
may smell your scent m her, and I will make hesi handmaid to my 
slave Halimah." 44 Good, 1 ’ answcied Obaycl: 41 take held" Asked 
Kmnar al-Zanmn, “ What is licr price ? M hut Lho jcnvollei said, 
“I will take nnlhing from thee, foi thou hast been bouiiLiliil to 
usd 1 So he accepted heir from him ami said to Hulmvah, “ Kis^ 
thy loid v s haiidd’ Accordingly, she caiuc out from the litter rind 
kissing ObaycVs hand, lcmounlod, whilst he looked haul at her, 
Then said Kamar al-Zainan, 11 1 commend thee to Allah, O Maslei 
Obayd f Acquit my conscience of jiesponsthility. 1 ” Answcied 
lhe jeweller, M Allah acquit thee I and cairy thee safe In thy 
family!" Then he bade him huoweli and went io his shop 
weeping, and indeed it was giicvous to him to pml from Knnuu 
al-Zaman, for LlinL he had been Ins friend, and friendship hath ihs 
dubloiship, yet lie icjoiced in the dispelling of the doubts which 


i A good old custom amount Moslem*) who 1i*lvo had husfno i >>i liansao 
Linus uilli rncli oLhci , Mich iicfjimuiu ti oi till possible ohiim'i will Ins quolod 
mi '* Juilgiiiant-D.iy, 11 when debts will bu soemoly owpiiicd into. 
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had befallen him anonL his wife, since the young man was now 
gone and ins suspicions had nol been alnblislied. Such was his 
case; but as leg-arcls Ivamai nbZ.mmn, the young lady said Lo 
hnn, 41 An Ihou wish hu safety, Luivel wiLh nic by olhei than the 

wonted way. 1 *-And Shahiazad pctceivcd Lhc dawn of day and 

ceased lo say heu pen milled say, 


JRo\u luljcn if iurtd H;r Jftinr Ipimturtr miTi &c\jrnf]SQiji , tfj JRiq-R 

She continued, II haLh maclied me, 0 auspicious King, tlmL when 
Malimab said lo Kamai al-Zaman, ,£ An Lhou wish for safely, 
travel with me by olhei* than the wonted way," he roplieclj 
11 Hearing and obeying 11 ; and, taking a toacl other than Lhat 
used by folk, fared on 'without ceasing hom legion to region till 
ho icached Lho confines of ligypL-iaud 1 and soul his site a lettei 
hy a iunneu. Now his lalhei Lho mcichant Abel al-Kalmiau was 
sitting in the niailcol among the nusrdiiuils, with a heaiL on fue 
fm sepiualion fiom his son, because no news of the youth had 
reached him since Lho day of Ins dopailuie, and while he was in 
Mir.li case the unmet came up and aied, “ O my loids, which of 
you is called the met chant Alxl abKahinan ? " They said, M What 
wouldsL lhou of him ? M and he said, “ I have a lettei for him 
fiom his sou Kamai al-Zaman, whom I lefL aL Al-Arish. 3 '* At 
this Ahd al-Kalmian tejnired and his breast was broadened and 
the meichauls rejoiced Iol him and gave him joy of lus sou's 
safoLy. Then he opened the lettei and read as follows;—From 
Kaniar abZaman lo the meulianl Abd al-Ihihiuan. And after. 
The Peace be upon Ihec and upon all the metchanlsl An yo ask 
concerning us, lo Allah he the praise and Lhc thanks. Indeed 
we have sold and houghLand gained and ate come back in health, 


i Aisib ’* lvuLi (tiact or qn.uloi) fthsi," vulgaily pionmmcptl ' 1 M;lsl 
1 may ii'inind lho icadtii 1 that Lho Assyrians called Lho Nde-\*illcy 11 Mum.ii," 
wiuincu pi ninthly tho Hub Misiaim, a dual fuim doiioLinf^ Uppiii mid Lower 
ICjiypt, which fm 1 Htill distUigiushell hy tin* Arabs into Sa’itl and Misr The 
hieroglyphic leim is Ta-mora- Land of Lire Lined, and the Grcok Aig3 ? plos is 
piohahly deiivcrl from Kuhi-Plah. (icgnm of the gioal Grid Piah)orMa Ka 
Hah (House of lho smtl of Hnh) The woid " Oipt " or M Kept," m Egyptian 
pl Klll)Ll" and pronounced *' Gnbti,’ 1 contains tlics faamo consonants 

a Now an iinimpoilanl JionUm foit and village dividing Syria-Paks-gino 
fiom KgypL, and famed foi Lho Fienrh hattlo with tho Mamelukes [Ifeb kj, 
iyog) mul Lho con von lion !oi uviiumling Hgypfc dm old times it was an 
important silo built upon llm 11 Rivci ol Egypt," now a duod-up Wady ; and 
it was tho chief poi t of the Lhou populous Nujnh oi SouLli Country, Aecoidmg 
lo Abulfeda, ltdouvod lisnanni (the 11 hoothy," lho iml) fromn hut built there 
by lIk- bmlhni'i (if [o.eph when slopped at the frontier by the guards of 
Him anli Hut Ihhi is initial Jewish mice linn of liistmy 
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wealth and weal,” Whereupon Alxl al-Rcihnitiu opened the dooi 1 2 
of lejoicmg and made lunqueth and gave feasts and enteitain- 
jiients galoic, sending for instiiimenLa of music and add tossing 
himself to festivities after laic&l fashion. When Kamai al-Zanmn 
came to Al-Salihiyali, 3 4 * * * * * his father and all Lhe met chants went foith 
to meet him, and Abd al-Rahman cmbiaccd him and strained him 
to his bosom and sobbed till he swooned away. When he came 
to himself lie said, id O 'tis a boon clay, O my son, whereon Lhe 
Omnipotent Protcctoi hath leunited ns with Lluc!” And he 
repeated the words of the baul:— 

The return of the fiiond is the best of till boons, * And the joy-cup 
circle** o' uioins and noons ; 

So well come, welcome, fail welcome to llice, * The light of iho lime 
and the moon o’ full moons. 

Then for excess of joy, ho poured forth a Hood of tears from his 
eyes and be rented also these two couplets:— 

The Moon o 1 the. Tune,® shows unvcilfcil light, * And, I us journey done, 
at our door doth alight: 

Ili,s locks as the nights of his absence nro black * And tho sun npsl.uuhs 
fiom his collar’s ■* white. 

Then the mcichants came up to him and saluting him, s.iw with 
him many loads and servants mid a travelling lillor enclosed in a 
spacious circle.*' So they Loot him and earned him home; uml 
when Halimah came forth from the httci, his father held hei a 
seduction to all who beheld her. So they opened bet an upper 
chainbci, as it were a tieasuic from which the talismans had been 
loosed 11 , and when his molhei saw her, she was lavished with 

1 Arab. “BAb, 1 ’ which may also-" OinpLer " or catrgoiy Sit vol i 
night mv,, and olsmvhcio (mdu\). In Hgypt ''Jlfih 1 ' suinotniins means ,i 
sepal dual cave licwn in a lock (plm Ihhan) fiom ihn Coptic " Dih 11 

2 i,e, "The Iloly» M a town .sonic linen inarclin (fjo miles) N, luist of 
Cau-0 , Ums showing the honoui done tooui uulieime licit) Them is, 
Sdhliiyali quaiLcr oi submb of JUnruvicus famous foi ih cemotoiy ot holy men; 
but the facetious Cils change lhe name to Zalliniyah “■earning to sltay . in 
allusion to its Kimlish population Jiaioii von Hummer icad " le Jsuibunig 
Adclich, 11 built l)y Al-Malik al-Adil, and (minded a Hiinnologic.il aigiuueuL oji 
a dei i cal error. 

3 Kamai al-Zaninn ; thenonn.il pun on Lius name; .i piaeLien as popular 
in the East as m the West, and van Lliy only of a pickpocket in Hlhoi plaui. 

4 Ami), " A/uu," plui of "Znr" and lit - " Inittmri/ 1 i,c of Jin lobe 

coJlai, fiom which lus white neck and face appeal shining as the) vni, 

Aiab 11 I > all all " ; the lihli.iI inclosin e of Kan a is m tent-11 a ps pitched foi 

piivacy dining the halt 

(j ia it wris so nchly ornarnented that it icsembtod an enchanted boaid, 

whose spells, hiding it fiom sight, hml hern biokon by .some happy heuMiio 
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her find deemed her a Queen of the wives of the Kings, So she 
lejoiced in lier and questioned her; and she answeied, “I am 
wife to thy son” ; and the mother rejoined, ,r Since he is wedded 
to thee wc musL make thee a splendid marriage-feast, that we 
may rejoice in thee and in my soil.” On this wise it befell her, 
buL as legal ds the meichant Abel nl-Rah man, when the folk had 
dispensed and each had wended his way, he forgatheied with 
hib .son and said to him, " O my son, whaL is this slave-girl thou 
hast brought with thee and for how much didst thou buy hei 1 ? " 
ICamzir al-Zninan said, “ O my f.ilhei, she is no slave-gill; but 
T tis she who was the nuusci of my going abroad.” Asked his 
siie, 11 How so ? » and lie answeied, 11 'Tis she whom the 
Daiwaysb described to us the night he lay with us; Xoi indeed 
my hopes clave to her from that moment and I sought not to 
Liavel save on account of lid, The Aiabs came out upon me 
by Lhc way, and shipped me and took my money and goods ; 
so that I enteicd Jiassinah alone, and there befell me IhcLO such 
and such things"; and he went oil to relate to his parent all 
thill had befallen him fiom commencement to conclusion. 
Now when bo had nuidc an end of his sLory, his father said to 
him, 41 C) my son, and after all Lius didst thou marry her ? " “No, 
but I have pionnsed her mariiageT n Is it thine intent to 
many hei ? M 14 An thou bid mo many her, I will do so ; otherwise 
I will not many liei." Thereupon quoth his father, "An thou 
many her, I am qmL of thee in Lliis world and in Lhc next, and I 
shall ho in<.nnsod against thee with sore indignation. How canst 
thou wed luu, seeing that she hath dealt thus with hoi husband? 
For even as she did with but spouse for thy sake, so will she do 
the like with thee for another's sake, because she is a traitress and 
in a liaiLor Ihciu is no Unsling, Wherefore, an thou disobey me, 
I shall ho wiolh with then; but, an thou give ear to my woid, I 
will seek thee out a gill handsomoi than she, who shall be pine 
and pious, and many thee to hei, though I spend all my substance 
upon hei ; and I will make ilieo a wedding without equal and will 
gloiy in thee and in her; for’lis hot Lor that folk should say, “Such- 
sm-uno hath mairicd Such-an-ono's daughter, than that they say, 
Uo hath wedded a slave-girl sans bii th or woi 111." And he went on 
to peisiuide his son to give up matrying hei, by citing in support 
ol his say, proofs, stones, examples, voices, and moral instances, 
till K.miai al-Zanian exclaimed, “O my father, since the case is 

i The moicli.uil who is a *' slcin pauiinl" ami i'\cmliiiKly licldbh on llie 
I'unrlohoi, hsiw ill In si ‘iiglil her snvilis mi/'in, wlucli li.id escaped lhc nuilhcr 
Usually li m llut uilim vr.iy. 
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thus, ’Lis not light and piupcr dial I many hei." And when his 
father heard him speak on such wise, he hissed liijti between Llie 
eyes* saying, “Thou ait my veiy son, and as I hve, O my son, I 
will assuredly many thee In a gbl who hath not her equal l Ti 
Then the muchiint set Obayd's wife and her handmaid in a 
chamber high up in the house and, befoio locking the dooi upon 
the twain, he appointed a blade slavogiil to cany them theii 
meat and drink, and he said to Hahmuh, “ Yu shall a hide impusoned 
in this ehmnbei, thou and thy maid, till I laul emu who will buy 
you, when I will sell yon to him. An ye resist, I will slay 
yc both* foi thou ait a tinilloss, and llicie ih no good in tlioe. 11 
Answeied she, “bo tliy will: I desetve all Hum canst do with 
me.” Then he locked the door upon ilium ami gave las Halim 
a ehaige uspucUng them, saying, “Let none go up to them 
nor speak with them save the black sluve-ghi, who shall give them 
tlioii moiU and dihik lluougb Lhe casement of the uppui chambei.” 
So she abode with hei maid, weeping and lrprnling Inn ot that 
winch she had clouts with hei spouse, Meanwhile, Abd al-li:ihni;ui 
sent out the mamuge-biokets to look out a uurnl of biith and 
worth for his son, and the women ceased not to make search, and 
as olLeti as they saw one gii), they lieaul ol a label Llun she, till 
they came to the house of Lhe Shaykh aJ-lslam 1 and saw his 
daughter In hei they found u viigin whose equal was not in 
Cano (or beauty and loveliness, symmeUy and poafecl giacc, and 
she was a thousnml-luld handsomer than iluMvde of Obayd. So 
they told Abd cibKahniuii of her, and ho and Lin: notables lepaiied 
to 1101 kilhei and sought her in wedlock of him. Then they wrote 
out lhe manlagc-rontiact and made hei a splendid wedding; alter 
which Abd aMtalunuu gave luidedeasts and held open huuseioiLy 
days. On the Inst day, he invited the doi tms nf the 1 /l\v and Limy 
held a splendid lialiviLy 3 ; and tm the iihuiow, he invited all lhe 
meichaiitSj and so on dining the iest ol the ibity days, making a 

i Not tlu» head of the Hunch or Chief Pontiff, but tins Chief of pie 
Olunia and luilwilia (hnlolis oi J) l)s) men lu.unod jn ihu J aw (ilivmily) 
'Mu 1 oulei is pcuiliaiiy jMu,lt*ni. in fa( L, tliu snr< cclatinim for tho Hiiisdau 
" lurinicliy,” an jiisLiLnlion man emUi'inpUtcd by the ImhijuIoi of (Jliristirmity. 
q Ins lilies starve tho rnnrimi dale of lhe I.lIc 

i Amh " Miuihd/* inop applied iiwho (hyth-foasi of Mohammed, which 
begins on the ^<1 day of Rain al-Awual (Paul Moslem tuotuLi) and lasts a 
week or Leu days fac-coidm# to local custom), u-mully undingoii Lhe 14II1 .nut 
cHohiuUul with salukss of camion, onciuiiorsion-fi’usLji, mimiaj'C haiuiucLs, 
Xtki-hUnirs, peilections ol tins Kowm, and all nunnoi uf solemn ft >, UivUuj , p, 
lnclmliiiK the 11 pumlci-plny u (Lab .ihll'u lil) in dm wile in (nriicis of AMsihun. 
U is also apphoal to the IdulWusUvivls ol ipeiu Hah Ions (us Ahmad ablhuLwi) 
fiu which sets Lane, M k tJupL v\iv, in lhe lost it is used UUo the Span. 
" luincion " oi the JIjlkI " Tanias!^!, any yicai occasion of nioiry-nuiUnib 
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banquet evciy clay lo 011c 01 other class of folk, till he had hidden 
all the Olema and Emirs and AulieuEs 1 and Magistrates, whilst the 
lccttle-duuns who chummed and the pipes were piped and the 
merchant sal tu gLeeL the guests, with his son by Ins side, that he 
might solace himself by gazing on the lollc, as they ale hoin the 
Uays. JEacli night Abd al-Rahman illuminated the sheet and the 
final Lcl wiLh lamps, and there came every one of Lhc mimes ami 
jugglei s and mountebanks, and played all manner play; and indeed 
it was a peeiless wedding. On the last day he invited Lho Fakiis, 
the poor and the needy, ftu and ncai, and they flocked in troops 
and ate, whilst the hum chant sat with his son by his side.® And 
among the pnupeis, behold, ciileicd Shayldi Obayd Lhe jewel lei 
and lie was naked and weaiy and hme on his face the mailcs of 
wayfaie. When Kamar abZaman saw him, he knew Iiim and said 
lo his sire, M Look, 0 my fatliei, at yondei poor man who is but 
now come in by the dotn.” So he looked and saw him clad m 
worn dcjllies and on him a patched gown 1 woilh two duhams: his 
face was yellow and he was covcicd wiLh dust and was as heweie 
an oflVast of Llui pilgiinis, 1 lie was gioaimigas groancth a sick 
man in need, walking with a LolLeiing gait and swaying now Lo 
the light and then Lo the lufL, and in him was lealized his saying 
who said f T — 

Lack gold ahasoLh niim and doth Ilia worth away, Even lus.lho setting 
sun that pales with ended day. 

11 0 passoth ’innngsL tlio folk and jam would hide his head; And when 
alone, ho weeps with Loais (hat nover stay. 

Absent, 110110 takolh heed to him 01 liis concerns; PiesmU, lie hath no 
pint in liTe or ploaannoo aye. 

Hy All,ill, when,is men with ptwuLy ruo ciuscd, hut strangers hnidsL 
Lheii Inn mid eumiLrymou me Lluiy J 

And Lho saying of anullun :— 

The poor man lines hy ovmything opposed : ■ On him to shut the door 
Earth ne’er si 1 nil fail: 

Thou seest men abhor him sans u sin, * Aud foes he finds Lho’ none 
the cause ran It'llr 


1 Amh *' SniMpIt M phu. of Sanjalc (TinU ) -a hannei, tilso applied to Lho 
heiu ci (ensign or cm nel) mid ton inihL.uy milk moslly coucspmding with 
Hey m Colonel, 

•a 1 have followed Mi lYiyne's oidering of Lho lost which, I10LI1 m tlic 
Mac and lhil, Kill Is, is wholly incontinent and hns not lho excuse of 
1 hyiue. 

\ Aml» " JilMlj," a long coaise veil or gown winch in Ltaibaiy becomes 
ii " Jnll.dnyuh, a sii Ipeil and hooded cloak of won!Ion stuff, 

,| 1 r. a hiohcn-down pilgiim loll Lo die mi Live mid 

f) These 1 Hues have ocuilired in vol i night ?>xvi I quote j\Ji, Payne. 
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The very dogs, when jdghting wealthy 111a.11, * Fawn at lus feel and 
wag the flattering tail ; 

Yet, an some day n psuipci loon they sight, * All at lum baric and, 
gnashing fangsi assail. 

And bow well quoth a third :— 

If generous youth be blessed with lude and wealth, * Displeasures ily 
his path and pciiis fleets 

His cnvicas pimp for him and par's!to-wise * E'en without tiyst his 
miblicss hastes to meet, 

When Honks lie wind, they say, 41 IIow well ho sings I " ■ And when he 
lumetli ciy they, ,f Oii T how sweet! ” 

-And Shalirazad pciteivetl Llie dawn of clay and ceased saying 

iici permitted say. 

JdJolu lu&cit It liNiiu tljr Jfllitc Ijuirtii'rt nidi ^r\jcnt^c\jcntO Jftifli[)t, 

She pm sued, It hath 1 cached me, O auspicious King, that when 
his son said to Abd uhKahimn, “Look at yonder pan pci I” be 
asked, u O my son, who is this ? M And Kanuiral-Zamaii answoied, 
14 This is Master Obayd the jewullei, husband of the woman who 
is imprisoned with us/* Quoth Abd al-Kalunun, "Is this he of 
whom thou Lolclesl me ? " and quoth lus sou, “ Yes; and uulml I 
wot him right ivell. M Now the inanncL of Obayd’s coining LluLhet 
was on tins wise, When ho had larewelled Kansu al-Zaman, lie 
went to his shop, and thence going homo, laid his hand oil the door, 
wlieieupou it opened, and lie entered and louml neither his wife 
not the slave-giil, hut saw the house in aouiesL plight, quoting in 
mule speech his saying who said 1 :-— 

The chambers were like a bee hive well stocked: when their bees 
quilted it, Ihejr became empty. 

When he saw the house void lie turned light and left, and 
presently went round about the place like a madman, but came 
upon no one, Then ho opened the doni of his Lreasme-closet, 
but found Lheiein naught of his money nor his hoards; where¬ 
upon he lccovcicd ftom the inLoxication of fancy and shook off 
his infatuation and knew that it was his wife heisotf who had 
turned the tables upon him and oulwiUcd him with her wiles. 
He wept for that winch had befallen him, ImL kept his ullaii 
secieL, so none of his foes might exult oven him nor any of Ins 
friends lx* tumbled, knowing Lhal if he disclosed his hccioL, it 

i These Jiues have occurred in mght de\K, whi'iu LIjg pun on Khaliyali 
is explained. I quote I#rmc. 
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would bring* him naught but dishonoui and contumely from the 
folk; whciefnio ho said in himself, Li O Oluyd, hide that which 
lialh betided Lheo of affliction and niinaLioii; it behovelh thee to 
do in accoidance with his saying 1 who said :— 

If a man's breast with bane hr hides be straitened, * The breast that 
tells its hidden bale is strailei still." 

Then ho locked up his house and, making foi his shop, gave it in 
chat go of one of Ins appientices, Lo whom said ho, fi My friend 
the young merchant hath invited me to accompany him to Cairo, 
for solacing out selves with the sight of the city, and sweaioth 
IhaL he will not maich except ho c.uiy us with him, me and my 
wife. So, O my sou, I make thee my sLewaul m the shop, and if 
the King ask foi mo, say thou Lo him :—Tie is gone vviLli his Ilaiim 
to the Holy House of Allah, 1M Then he sold some of his eflucls 
and bought camels and mules and Mamelukes, together with a 
skive-gill, 3 and placing hui in a Idler sot out fioin Hassoiah after 
ten days. Ilis friends faiewolled him and none doubted but LlniL 
lie had taken his wiTo and gone on the Pilgrimage, and the folk 
tojoicvd in this, for that Allah had dclivciccl them from being shut 
up in iho mosques and houses eveiy Friday, Quoth some of 
them, “Allah giant he may novel lcLuin Lo ihissoiah, so we 
may no mote bo boxed up in the mosques and houses 
every Friday I” for Unit this usage had caused the people of 
Ikmsoinh exceeding vexation. Quoth auoLJiei, n Mclhinks he 
will not LOtmn fioin his journey, by reason of tho imich-piaying 
of the people of I SassoraU against him."” And yet another, “An 
he i elmn, ’twill not be but in revet sed case, 41 ' So tho folk 
lejnired wiLli exceeding joy in the jeweller's depmtiue, after they 
had been m mighty great chagrin, and even then cats and dogs 
weui miufoitcd. When Friday came round, however, tho ciier 
pLudniinrd as usual that the people should lepair to the mosques 
two horns before prayoi-lime or else hide themselves in their 
houses, together with Lheir cats and dogs; wheieai their breasts 
went sIl aliened and they assembled in gone ml assembly ami 
betaking them selves Lo tho King’s diwan, stood between his 

x The iv.ii.il puiiij\l of " fkifl-hi/aieMi, 11 rvi the Comoro men cnll it, For 
tile Lille nt thi' Kii’.UmIi m*c my IMgi imago, vol iu 141). 

u fill 1 , w.i'i hi ouloi lo Imvcl ic. ii ic^ii'e table man ; ho could also flonil 
ilu* gul u’i u*py into Lhe (lilimmi ILmtns to Icuin news of the lady who lull 
doped 

j A. polite foi hi of alluding Ln Hum* cm smg him. 

I id on account ol Lhu King Inking oJluncu at lna nneoremonious clopar- 

tmu, 

2 


vm„ vii. 
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hands and said, “O King of the Age, the jeweller hath taken 
his I-larim and departed on the pilgrimage to the Holy House of 
Allah: so the cause of our restraint hath ceased to be, and why, 
theiefore, are we now shuL up ?” Quoth the King, u How came 
this traitor to depart without telling me? But when he comctli 
bade from his journey all will not be save well 1 2 ; so go ye to 
youi shops and sell and buy, for this vexation is lcmoved from 
you." Thus far concerning the King and the Bassontes, but 
as for the jeweller, he fa Led on ten days’ journey, and as lie drew 
near Baghdad, there befell Him that which had befallen Itamar 
al-Ziumin befoie his enleimg Bassorah ; for the Arabs 3 * * * * came 
out upon him and shipped him and took all he had and he 
escaped only by feigning himself dead. As soon as they weie 
gone, he rose and faied on, naked as lie was, till he came to a 
village, wheie Allah inclined to him the hearts of cut tain kindly 
folk, who covered his shame with some old clothes; and he asked 
his way, begging fioiu town Lo town, till he icachcd the city of 
Cairo the Gochguanled. TIiclc, burning with Juingct, he wont 
about alms-seeking in the market-streets, till one of the townsfolk 
said to him, 41 O poor man, off with thee to the house of the 
wedding-festival and cal and drink; for today rheic is open table 
for paupeis and strangeia/' Quoth he, “ I know not the way 
thither and quoth the other, "Follow me and I will show 
it Lo thee.” He followed him till he brought him to the house 
of Abd al-Rahman and said to him, 11 This is the house of tiio 
wedding; enter and fear not, for l here is no cl dor-keeper at the 
door of the festival. 11 Accordingly ho enlcicd and Knmar al- 
Ionian knew him and told his sire, who said, O my son, leave 
him at this present: belike he is andiungeied : so let him cat his 
sufficiency and rccovci himself, ami after we will send for him/’ 
So they waited till Obayd had eaten his till and washed his hands 
and drunk coffee and sheibels of sugar flavouiod with music 
and Eimbeigris and was about lo go out| when Abd al-Uahman 
sent after him a page who said to him, “ Come, O stranger, and 
speak with the meichant Abd al-Rahman.” "Who is ho?" 
asked Obayd; and the man answeied, 11 Ho is lhe niastei or tlui 
feast.” Thereupon Lhe jewellei tinned bade, thinking that he 


1 i,e it will lie tlicwoiso foi him. 

2 I would hem lCtrnnd tho reader that ‘Aiablyyun, [A 'Uih is a m.ui of 

pine Anib i ace, whether of Lho Mil al-Miulai (-people of innitm, i,e ejlbous) 

or Ahl al-IVnbar (stents of goat oi camol's htiu), whcioas A'iuluyyun, pi, 

A’r.ih is ono who dwells in lhe Desei t vlicllii'i Aiab oi not Bunco Mio 

vuiso:— 

They name us Al-A'iAb but Al-'lJrb is oui name. 
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meant to give him a gift, and coming up to Alxl al-Raliman, saw 
his fiicnd Kamar al-Z:unan and went nigh to lose his senses for 
shame before him. But Kamar al-Zaman rose to him and 
embracing him, saluted him with the salain, and they both 
wept with soie weeping. Then lie seated him by his side and 
Alxl al-Rahman said to his sou, " O destitute of good Lasts, 
Lhis is no way to loeeive friends I Send him fust to the 
Hainnuvm and despatch nUei him a suit of clothes of the 
rhoicesl, woi Lh u thousand dinnis. 1 ” Accoidingly, they earned 
hnn to the balli, where Lliey washed his body and clad him in a 
costly siub and be became as he woie Consul of the Merchants. 
Meanwhile, the by stall dots questioned Kamai al-Zaman of him, 
saying, il * Who is this and whence knowest thou him ?" Quoth ho, 
“This is my fiiend who lodged me in his house, and to whom I 
am indebted foi favouis withouL numbei,foi that he entreated me 
with exceeding kindness. lie is a man of competence and con¬ 
dition, and by liado a jewulksi, in which ciafl lie hath no equal. 
The King<>f llussoiah loveth him dearly, atul liolcleth him in high 
lumoiu, ui i< 1 his wind is law wiLli him,” And he went on to cu¬ 
bage bctoiu them on his pauses, saying, 4 S * * * * * '"Veiily, he did with me 
thus and thus, and I have shame of lum and know not how to 
lrquilo him his generous dealing with me." Not dill lie leava to 
extol him till bis woilli was magnified to the bystanders and he 
became vcnoiablo in then eyes; so they said, “Wc will all do 
lmn Ids due and honour him for thy sake. But we would fain 
know the loason why lie hath depaited his native land and the 
cause of bis coining hither, and what Allah hath done wiLh him 
Lhal lie is icduced to this plight?" Replied Kamar al-Zaman, 
n O folk, marvel not, for a son of Adam is still subject, to Fate 


i 1 would remind the leader that tho Dindr Is Iho golden denaiius 
(or solidus) of Fas torn Koine, while the Du ham is iho silver dtmruiiis, 
whoiLio damn, danaio, dhiheim, etc,, etc The oldest dinais dale horn 
A,II, nnd we find lias following doscuption of one struck 

in A, II, v)fi by Al-WalM, Iho VI Ommvade; -• 

u rAiea "'there is no i Id'll luit Allah lie is one: lie hath no paitner,” 
ft Iciiclc " Mohammed is tho Messenger ot AUah, who hath .sent him 

£ \ with the Uuu (.ittuhmeo and tMiijnm that he mivvnfcst ahovo all 
O [ oilier theeds M 

S (Aum. ‘'Allah is one: Allah is Kloinal; He bc^elloth not, 1101 is Ho 

aj J begot." 

^ pedicle 14 13igiiulln.il J This Dinar was struck anno gfi. 11 

Suo «■ ‘lldm-cn-Nim 11 (warnings for Folk) a pleasant littlo volume by Mia. 

(Hidfiey Cliuhu (hujulon, King & Co,, ith/j), mostly consisting of the minor 

tales fiom TlinNighK ir.peeiiilly Lhis gmup Iji'Lwuon nights ccdvii and cdlxl.; 

lull mndmul valuable by iho iliinoluliuna ul my old fneiul, the lale Fiedenck 
Ayitnn. 
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and FoiLune, and what white lie abidclh in this vvoild he is nol 
safe from calamities. Indeed he spake tiuly who said these 
couplets:— 

The world Lears mail to shieds, so he U1011 not * Of those whom Imn of 
lank and title draws : 

Nay; 'ware of slips and tinn from sin aside * And ken that banc and 
hale aie worldly laws ; 

How oft high Fortune falls by tea&l mishap * And all things heal 
in hied of change a cimsol 

Know thaL I entered Ifcissoiah in yet lllcr case and wotse distiess 
than this man, for that he enlciod Cairn with his shame hidden hy 
hut I hukccl cimio. u\tu his. Lavm with luy mdicdwisa \vw- 
coveiecl, one hand behind and anothci befme ; and none availed 
me but Allah and this deal, man Now the reason of this was thaL 
the Arabs stripped me and took my camels and milled and loads 
and slauglileied my pages and seiving-mon, huL I lay down 
among the slain and they thought that J was dead, so they went 
away and loft me. Then I arose and walked on, molhoi-naked, 
till 1 came to Ihibsotah, where this maw met me and cloth ml mo 
and lodged me in his house; he also furnished me with money, 
and all I have brought back with me I owe to none save to Allah’s 
goodness and his goodness. When I dupailed, lie gave me g 1 e. 1 L 
store of wealth, and I loriuned to the city of my Lmtli with a heail 
at ease. I left him in competence and condition, and haply (.line 
hath befallen him some bale of the banes of Time, thaL hath 
foiccd him to quit his kinsfolk and counliy, and tluno happened 
to him by Lhe way the likes of whaL happened to me, Them ns 
nothing sLumge in this; buL now it buhovolli me to lerjuile 
him Ins noble dealing with me and do iiccouling to tho .saying 
of him who saitli:— 

() who praise st fnno with the lauest appiaku, * Kimwest thou wti.U 
'rune hath made .tucl inunatlo ? 

What thou dost at least he ft kindly ihmo, L * l'ur uilH pay hr pay^ 
shall man be lepiddd 1 2 

As Liiey were talking and telling the Laic, behold, up crime Oluytl 
as he wcic Consul* 3 of Lhe Mon hunts; wheicupou they all lose to 
salute him and seated him in the place of honour. Then said 
ICamar al-Zaman Lo him, “O my fuend, veuly thy day" is blessed 
and foiLunate] There is no need to iclate to mo a thing that betel! 

1 The madci will note the puiMstoncy with which Lhe duly uf univrisal 
hoiiavolom u i*. pu tiLkiciV 

2 And) (mm Porh " SSJi.ill-l>ancLusco vi>l 111 night 

3 if ot Lhy coinuij', a, popular compliment. 
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mo before thee. If the Arabs have stripped thee and lobbed thee 
of thy wealth, verily our money is the lansom of our bodies, so let 
110I thy soul be Lroubletl; for I enteiecl lliy ciLy naked and thou 
dothcdsl me and entionteclst me genetousty, and I owe thee many 
a kindness. But I will tequile Ihccd’——And Shahraxadperceived 
ihc dawn of clay and censed Lo say her pci milted say. 

JRoto luljcii It lufiu tljc JdJmc fomiSvclJ nnt) ^dicnt^in-ljrl; JUliffljt, 

She resumed, It hath toadied me, O auspicious King, that Kairmr 
al-Zmnan said to Maslei Oluyd the jeweller, '* Verily I cuLered 
thy city naked and thou elolhudst me, and I owe thee many a 
kindness. But I will requite, thee and do with thee even as thou 
didst with me; nay, inoie; so be of good checi and eyes clear of 
tear / 1 And he went on to soothe him and hinder hun from 
speech, lest lie should name Ins wife and what she had done 
with him; not did he cease to ply him with saws and moral 
instances and vcisos and conceits and sloties and legends and 
< on sole him, till the jeweller saw his diifl and look Lhe hint and 
kepi silence concerning Hie past, diverting himself with the tales 
and late anecdotes lie homd, and lepealing m himself these 
lines:— 

On the brow of the World Is a wriL ; an thereon thou look, N Its 
cuLitcLitH will compel thiiu 1 eyes tears of blood la rain: 
h'or tho World never 1 landed to humans a cup wiLh ita right, « But 
willi IrU iL compelled them a beaker of min lo dim 11. 

Then Kamai al-Zainan and his father Look Obayd and canying 
him into Lhe saloon of the Ilarim, shut themselves up with him; 
and Abd aMvahinan said to him, M Wo did not hinder thee fioin 
speaking bnfme the folk, but for fear of dishonour to thoe and to 
us 1 but now we a us pi irate; so lull me all that hath passed between 
lhoc and thy wife and my son.” So lie told him all, from beginning 
In end, and when lie had made ail end of his stoiy Abel al-Ttuhinan 
asked him, " Was Lhe faulL willi my son 01 with Lliy wife ? 11 He 
answered, "By Allah, Lliy son was not to blame* for men must 
needs lust after women, and his the bmmdcn duLy of women to 
deiund themselves fumi men. vSo the sin Jielh with my wife, who 
played me false and did with me those deeds. 11 ' Then Abel al- 
ttuhimiii aiosu and taking bis son aside, said to him, " O my son, 

r Tilth is the doctiiim uf the universal Kast, audit is tine concerning wives 
nud widow, net tfivls wlmn innocent 01 ml tier i^inimriL. AccouhiiR lo Wrtftom 
uU\v\ Kumar al-Zanmn was a young scmincUul of Llui dmkost dyo whose only 
UMtttVil WLrVli Witt IXgO, lllti illCXpCl llMVLO, Mtd UlH pASSUMLS. 


358 Alf Layhh wa Lay/ah, 

vvc have proved his wife and know hot Lo be a haitress; and now 
I mean to prove him and see if he be a man of honom and manli¬ 
ness, or a wiLLol . 111 "How so ? " asked KaJiiai al-Zaman; and 
Abd al-Ralmian answered, ■■ I moan to urge him lo make peace 
with his wife, and if he consent thcLolo ami fmgive hci, I will 
smite him with a swoitl and slay him and kill her after, her and 
hei maid, foi Lheie is no good in the life of a cuckold and a 
quean i 2 3 ; bill if he turn from her with aversion 1 will many him 
to thy sistei and give him motes of wealth than LhtiL thou Lookesfc 
from him," Then he went hack io Obaytl and said to him, " 0 
master, veiily, the commcLce of women requireLli patience ami 
magnanimity, and whoso loveth them hath need of foiLilude, foi 
that they older themselves viper-wise lowauls men and evilly 
eulieaL them, by leason of thoii supoiioiiLy over them in beauty 
and loveliness; wheiclbro they magnify Ihcmaolvus and belittle 
men. This is notably the case when thou husbands show 
thorn affection; foi then they locpiito thorn with hauteur and 
coquetiy and luusJi dealing of nil kinds. Hut, if a man bo 
wroth whenever he sooth m his Wife aught that oifemleth him, 
lheie cau he no fellowship between them ; nor can .my hit it 
off with Ihmu who is not magnanimous and lung-su(lining; anil 
unless a man hear wiLh his wjfo and requite her foul doing 
with foi given css, he shall gel no good of her conversation. 
Indeed, it bath been said of them:—Weio Limy in the sky, 
the nocks of men would incline LhomwaulH ; and ho who hath the 
power and panloneth, his uwvsiul is with Allah. Now this woman 
is thy wife and thy companion and she hath Long amsoiLed 
with thee; whorefoio it bohovolli that thou enLieal her with 
indulgence which in fellowship hi of the essentials of success. 
Furthermore, women fail in wit and Faith/and If she ha vo aiimed, 
she repenlctb, and, Inslinllah, she will not again return to Unit 
which she wluknne did. So Tis my icde that thou nuiko poium 
with her and I will lc&Loro thcc moio than the good she Look; and 
if it please thoc to abide wiLh mo thou ait wolcomo, thou and she, 

i Aiab. 11 Dfiyvas," pi op “*u mn.it who pimps for lus own wife ami In 
this son sg coiiRLaiitly occulting m conveisalion, 

z Tlusia taking' the law into ana's own hands with awltncsH ; yet amount 
jaers who pi ii serve Lhe Pun donor in full mul piisLiuo foi on, eg. Uio Animus 
amt the PeisKin Idydt, the killing so fn\ from hiring rmuddm'd mimlnr or nvon 
justifiable homicide would bo highly comma nrtrd by public opinion, 

3 Aiab, NflliifrAtii 'aklin wa din 11 the wnuh me ullrihuU'il lo the 
Piophei, whom wo find saying, lf Vcnly m your wives ami chiUlicn ye have 
an enemy, vvlieicfoie hewaio of Llusm" (Kman, Kiv. i.|). coinjuiu r <b)i\ 
vli. zfl, 3a, But Mattie Joliau do Meung wont fait her, 

Ton Los filo/:, ime/ on fiUcs, 

J)g faiel on dp mhuilrf, pules 
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and ye shall see naught but what shall joy you both ; bul, an thou 
scale to LG turn Lo thine own land, 'Lis well. For that which falJetb 
out between a man and his wife is manifold, and it bchoveth thee 
to bo indulgent and not take the way of the violent.” Said the 
jewellci, n 0 my lord, and whoic is my wife ? n and said Alxl al- 
Rahinan, u She is 111 thal upper chamber, go up Lo her and be 
easy with her, for my sake, and tumble her noL ; £ol when my 
soil In ought hci luthei ho would have mairied her, but I forbade 
him bom her and shut her up in yonder Loom, and locked the 
dooi upon her, saying in myself;— Haply hci husband will como 
and I will hand hei over to him safe; foi she is Jail. of favoui, 
and when a woman is Jilco unto this one, it may not be that her 
husband will Jot hm go. What I counted on is come about, 
and pinfeed be Allah Almighty for thy reunion with thy 
wife) As for my son, I have sought him another woman in 
niamage and have lmiricd him Lo her; these banquets and 
rejoicings ate foi his wedding, and tomighl I bring him to his 
bride. So heio is the key of the chamber where thy wife is: take 
iL and open the door and go in Lo hci and her handmaid and be 
buxom with hci. Them shall be brought you meal and drink 
mid thou shall not come down from her till thou hast had ihy fill 
of her." Cued Obayd, “ May Allah requite thee for me with all 
good, C) my lend I ” and Lnking the key, went up rejoicing. The 
other thought his wends had pleased him and that he consented 
thereto; so he Look the sword and following him unseen, stood to 
espy what should happen between him and his wife. This is how 
it fined with the macliiuiL Abd al-Rahumn; but as for the jeweller, 
when ho cnino lo the eliambor-dooh he hofud his wife weeping 
with sore weeping for that ICamar abZaman had married nnoLher 
than her, ami the handmaid saying to hot, u 0 my lady, how ofLen 
liave I warned thee and saidThou wilt get no good of this yauLU. 
so do thou leave his company. But Lhou heudedsi not my words 
and spoiledst thy husband of all his goods and gavest Lhem to him. 
AfLci Lho winch Lhou foisookcst thy place, of thine fondness and 
infatuation feu him, and earnest with him Lo this country. And 
now ho hath lasl thee out from Ills UioughL and married another 
and haLh made Lhc issue of thy foolish fancy for him lo be durance 
vile," Cried Ilalimuh, “Be silent, O acoiused! Though he be 
nun lied lo suiotheii yet some day needs must I occui to his 
Llujnghti I cannot ftngct Lho nights I have spcmL in his company, 
and in any caso I console myself with his saying who said :—■ 

O my lords, shall he to your mind occur * Who recurs to you only 
nans other mate ? 
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Grant Heaven you ne'er shall forget Iris slate * Who for state of yon 
forgot own estate I 

It cnnnol be but he will belli ink him of my affect and converse 
and ask for me, whciefoic I will not turn fioin loving him not 
change fiom passion for him, though I polish in piison ; foi lie is 
my love and my leach 1 2 3 and my reliance is on him that lie will yet 
return to nioaiul dcalfoiully with me. 1 ' When the jewellci Uoaul 
his wife’s words ho went in to her and said Lo hei, " O iiaiLiess, 
thy hope in him is as the hope of Hriis 1 * in Ileaven. All these 
vices weie m thee and J know not theieof; foi, had I been waui 
of one single vice, I had not kepL llice with me an hour. Jiul 
new I am certified oE this, in lUce, it helvwelh Ui do lUee die, 
although they put me to death foi thee, O tiaiticssl M and he 
clutched her with both hands and lepcaled these two couplcLs;— 

O fail ones, foilh yc cast iny faith till love « With sin, nor had yo aught 
legai cl for j ight . 

Ilowloug 1 fondly citing to you, but now « My lovo is lnnlhing and I 
hate yemi sight. 

Then he pressed hiudly upon hei mmlpipn and brake her neck, 
wheieupon hci handmaid died out, u Alas, iny mislioss 1 " 
Said he, m O harlot, His thou who ail In blame lor all Lins, for 
that thou knowc-hl this evil inclination to lie in hoi and Lohiest 
me not / 111 Then he seized upon heu and sUuuglcd lieu All 
this happened while Ahd id-Rahman stood, biaiul in hand, 
behind the door, espying with his eyes and healing with his 
ears. Now when Obayd the jeweller had done this, apple- 
Jicnsion came ujion him and he ienied Llici issue of his allair 
and said Lo himself, fi As soon as the merchant leaiiielli that I 


1 Arab, " Ilabihi wu Lnbibi,” Urn common jmj»lu 

2 Iblis and his connection with lhaholus has been noticed in vul. i. 
inglU I Tlw v/oul Ls foicitfn as m'll^ a V N. and tUcu-fme v\ impmCi'Ctly de¬ 
clined, although senna aiilhotilir > dotlucu it fmni 11 uhlasa " . ho dcspaiiod (of 
Allah's nun cy), Others cull him Al-ll.ins(lliel Aon) lumee Ilvij'h hi si Ijoiii was 
named in Ins honoui Ahfl til-IUms. J-lia angelic name was A/.a/il brlmr lie 
sinned by icfusing lo piosliaU* himself lo Adam, ns Allah had rnimn mi In I I lie 
heavenly bo'll tm a. trial of laitb, not to woiship ihe hist man, but in make him 
n Kihlah oi dnoelion of piayut aiklmsiu'd to the Almighty LIciku- hr vvas 
ejected fioin Heaven andncrameihiwudwmuinyof uuuiUiml(Kouiu, wui, 

He was an angel but lchUctl to the Jinn; Al-Jhiy/awi, however [on Km an, 
ii» 82), opines that angelic by' luUmr iie brniniu a Jinn hy ml. Ihn Ahhai 
hold dint lie belonged to an oidui of angels who mo ml led firm and hrgnt 
issue as do tho jwisu.h, llin Glnil, and Lhe Kuimb, which, howovoi, me main 
and female, like the pic-Adaiuito miui-wtinnm til l lom* 1 .is. ll\o "bUuno" of mu' 
inodei n days. 

3 As usual in the Unst and in l lie* West tlm husband was the last Lo hoar 
oi hi 3 wife's ill conduct. Jiut even Othello did not hill ban ilia 
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have killed them m his houbc, he will sruely slay me ; yet I 
beseech Allah that lie appoint the taking of my life Lo be 
while I am in the True belief ! 51 And he abode bewildered 
about his case and knew not what to do; but as he was thus, 
behold, in came Abel al-Uahman fiom his hit king-place with¬ 
out the door and said to him, “ No harm shall be tall thee, ioT 
indeed thou dcstu vest safety, See this sword in my hand. ’Twas 
in my mind to slay Ihcc, hadst thou made peace with hei an-d 
restored her to favour, and I would also have slain her and the 
maid, Hut since thou hast done this deed, welcome to thee and 
again welcome I And I will inward thee by many mg thee to my 
dauglUei, Kamar al-Zaman's sister.” Then he canied him down 
and scut for the woman who washed the dead; whereupon it was 
limited ubioad lh*it Kanuir al-Zamau had hi ought with him two 
slave-giils fmm Massoiah and that both had deceased. So the 
people began lo condole with him, saying, M May thy head live ! " 
and n May Allah compensate then I M And they washed and 
shioudud LIhmh and limit'd them, and none knew the tiulh of the 
mattei. Then Ahd ul-Kahman sent foi the Shaykh aMslain and 
all the notables, and said, “ C) Shaykh, diaw up Lhe contiuct of 
lnaniago between my (laughter Kaukah abSalah 1 and Master 
Olmyd the jeweller, and set down that her dowiy hath been paid 
Lo mo in full.” So ho wioLo out the eonlincL and Abd aURahnum 
gave Iho company Lo drink of sheibeLs, and they made one 
wedding festival for the two biirics, the daughter of the Shaykh ai- 
Islam and Kamai al-Zaman’s sister; and paraded them jn one 
litlor on one and Lire same night; after which they canied Kamar 
al-Z.iinan and Obayd in piocossion LogoLher and hi ought them in 
to tlioii hi ides, a When the jowollei went tn to Abd al-Rahman's 
dauglilei, he found hex* handsoinei than Halimah and a thousaud- 
fold lovelier. So he Look her virginity, and on the morrow he 
went to the Ilaimnain vviLh Kamai al-Zainan. Then he abode 
with ihom awhile m pieuhunco and joyanee, altei which lie began 
*n ycriin foi his native land! so ho went in lo Abd al-Rahman 
and said Lo him, " CJ uncle, I long Lor my own country, for I have 
there estates and effects, whirl) 1 lefL in charge of 011c of my 
pi entices ; ami I am minded Lo journey thithcu that I may sell my 
propeilies. and xeliuzi Lo Iheo. So will limn give me leave to go 

i t,e Mar nf Llm Morning ■ llui lust word occurs in 13nr C’nKba 
iliiidioehcba Son of llui Mar, ic winch was lo como oat of Jacob 
(Nnnihoi s \xiv 17). Tho loot, which dors not occur in II«b, is ICauKab, Lo 
si lino, This K.iblu Akiluli was also called IJ:u t'o/k- tlon of H10 Lie. 

{ Hum t,omo OMUsum has been judged advisable, as llui names of Iho 
hi ideal ooiir. mul llm hi iiltvi recur with "damnable notation ” 
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in my country for that purpose ? ” Answered the merchant, “ 0 
jny son, 1 give thee leave to do this, and there be no fault in theo 
or bJanie to thee for these words, for 1 2 Love of mother-land is a 
psufc of Religion *; and lie who hath not good in his own country 
hath none in other folks 1 countiy. But, haply, an thou depart 
wiLhout thy wife, when thou ail once come to thy native place, it 
may seem good to thee to settle there, and lliou will be peiplexed 
between returning to thy wife and sojourning in thine own home ; 
so it were the lighten redo that thou cany thy wife with Lhco , 
and aflei, an thou desire to return to us, return and welcome to 
you both; for we ,iie folk who know not divorce and no woman 
of us mamuth twice, nor tto wo lightly tlkttud man. 1 M Quoth 
Obayd, u Uncle, f fear me thy lUnghlci will not consent to 
journey with me to my own counliy.' 1 Replied Alai al-R;d\num, 
“ O my son, wc have no wmuon amongst us who gainsay their 
spouses, nor know we a wile who is wroth with hoi man." 
The jcwellei ciied, “ Allah bless you and youL women ! ,f ami 
going in to his wife, said to her, “ I am minded to go to my 
counliy ; what snysl thou ? M Quoth she, M Cndrcd, my >siiu luut 
the articling of me wlutsL I was a maid, ami whoa 1 mamed 
Lha ordering all passed into the hands of my lord and master, iuu 
will I gainsay 111111." Quoth Obayd, “ Allah bless lhco and thy 
father, and have mercy on the womb that baas Lhco and the loins 
that begat thee I " Thou he cut his thongs 1 and applied himself 
to making icaily for his journey. Ills fatliei-in-la vr gave him 
much good and they Look leave each of other, after winch Lho 
jeweller and his wife journeyed 011 without ceasing till they 
reached liassoiah, where his kinsmen and comiadus came out to 
meet him, doubling noL buL that he bad been in Al-llijax. Homo 
lcjoicecl at his return, whilst others wcio vexed, ami the folk said 
one Loanolhci, 11 Now will hostiaiton us again every l'hiday, as 
Indore, and wo shall lie shut up in the mnmpios mid houses, oven 
to our cats and our clogs." On such wise it fa 1 oil with him, 
hut as icgauls tlic King of Rassorah, when he heard of his 
return, be was wioth with him ; and sending Jor him, upbiaklcd 
him and said Lo him, 11 Why didst thou depaiL without letting 
111c know of Lhy dcpaituic? Was I unable to give thee 
somewhat wherewith Ihou. inighLest liavo succouujcl thyself 

1 Sua tho note by bane's Sli.-iyldi at llio licaimilng of the tnlo Liu**- 

quotes tlic following nmignml nolo Lo llus tain by ]iis SliaykJu "Tho eonli asL 
boUvoen tho vicious wife of soryiiu en^iu and lho vhtuous vvilo of noble 
biilh is fondJy dwult upon but not alcsl." 

2 tv. those of las wiLiu ^Itins for the journey, which a-i iifiiud loqulicd 
patching and .supplying with fresh handles jilLei long Jyin^ t ], y, 
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in thy pilgiimago to the Holy House of Allah?” Replied 
Lhe jewcllei, “Pardon, 0 my lord 1 lBy Allah, I went 
110L on Llie pilgrimage 1 but llicie have befallen me such and 
such things/’ Then he told him all tlml had befallen him, 
with his wife and with Abel al-Rahm.in of Cairo, and how the 
merchant, had given him his daughter to wife, ending with these 
Avoids, 11 And I have brought hci to BdShorah/’ Saul the King, 
“ By the Loid, did I not fern Allah the Most High, I would slay 
thee and mmry this noble lady after Lhy death, though I spent 
on her minLs of money, because she befitteth none but Kings. 
But Allah hath appointed her of Lhy porLion, and may He Mess 
thee 111 liei l So look Lliou use her well/ 1 Then he bestowed 
largchso on Lhe jeweller, who wont out fiom before him and 
abode with his wife live years, after which he was .admitted to 
Lhe mcicy of tha Almighty. Presently Lhe King soughL his 
widow in wedlock; but she lefused, saying, “O King, never 
among my kindled was n woman who manied again after her 
husband's death ; wlioialoic I will novel take another husband, 
nor will I matry Llioe, no, though thou kill me/' Then he sent 
to her one who said, “ Dost thou seek to go to thy native land ? " 
And she answered, 11 A11 thou do good, thou shall be requited 
ihuiewilh/ 1 So lie collected foi her all the jeweller’s wealth and 
added unto bei ol his own, after the mousuio of his degree. 
Dually ho sent with hoi one of his Waziis, a man famous for 
goodness and piety, and an cscoiL of five hundred hoise, who 
journeyed wiLli hci, tilL they brought hci to her father ; and in 
his home she abode, without manying again, till she died and 
they died alt. bo if tins women would not consent to replace 
hot dead husband with a Sultan, how shall she be compared 
with ono who replaced her husband, whilst he was yet alive, with 
a youth of unknown extraction and condition, and especially 
wliuu this was m lewd coinage and not by way of lawful 
niui lingo? So he whodoemelli all women alike, 1 there is no lemcdy 
for the disease of 1 ns insanity. And gloLy be to Him to Whom 
bulongolh Lho Umpire of the Seen and the Unseen, and lie 
is Liu) Diving, Who diclh not I And among Lhe tales they Lell, Q 
auspicious King, is one of 


1 A. popidai saying also npphocl to men. It Is usually accompanied witli 
showing the upon hand anil a ivfoionro to iho spo of tho fingeri., I find this 
:4r>iy mcnl Intel citing fimn an until! etiological point of view ; suggesting 1 how 
dlOoionlly imiJoii'i race a login cl Lho hubjcct of adultery. 
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ABDULLAH BIN FAZIL AND MIS 
BROTHERS . 1 

This Caliph Harnn al-Rashid was one day examining the tiilmtes 
of his various pievinces and viceroyallies, when he observed that 
the lonliibutions of all the countries and regions had come into 
(he uoasvuy, except that of Bassoiah, which had nol arrived that 
ycai. So he held a Diwau because of thus, and said , 14 HiUici to me 
with the Wa/.ir Ju’afar M ; and when they luoughl him uito the 
presence lie thus bespoke him, “The h duties of all the provinces 
haveconic into Lhe tieasmy, save lhaL nf Ihissoiall, no pm t ivlicueof 
hath ainved,” Ja'afar lcplied, u O Commander of the J/niLhful, 
belike Lheie hnLh befallen the governor of lkissorali something that 
hath diverted him from sending the aibiUe,” CJunlli Lhe Caliph, 
“The time of the coming- of Lhe tiilmta was iwunLy days ago; 
what, then, can bo his excuse for that in this time he hath neither 
sent it nor sent to show cause for not doing so? 11 And quoth the 
Ministei, “ O Commander of the Faithful, if iL idea so thee, wo will 
send him a messenger." Rejoined the Caliph, 11 Send him Aim 
I shale abMausili* the boon companion'* ] ;m<l Ja'afar, 41 Haaila mug 
and obedience to Allah and to time, O Piinro ol Turn Belie vers I" 
'Then he leVnrnod to his house, ami summoning Abu Tshnlq wiolo 
him a toyal wit and said to him, “Go to Abdullah bin luixSl, 
Viceioy of Mussmah, and sec what hath diverted him horn sending 
the tribute. If it be, ready, clu thou receive it from him in full and 
biing it to me in haste, foi the Caliph hath examined the Uilmlc's 
of the piovivwes and findeth that they ate all come in, except that 
of Uassmiih : lnu an thou see that it is not ie,uly and he make an 
excuse to thee, bring him hack with thee, (lut ho may repeal Iijh 
exi use to Lhe Caliph with his own longue, 11 Auswoietl Aim Ishak, 
14 1 hoai and I obey”; aud taking with liim five thousand hmsn 
of Ja'nfar's host, set out for llassoiah, Nnw when Abdullah bin 
l ? u#i| hoaul of his appjoaeh, lie wont out to muni Jiim with his 

i Touitfowns thut Lliis is " one of thinnnul cntci Lamina laics in llm w«a It, 1 ' 
bul he omits it lf because its cliirf .uul lusifc nmlinii is <MsunlM,lly the Mine 
The Sloiy of the lui U ef the Thicc f/adas in lUghilad/' '\ ho Uuih is ln« >v.r» 
straitened for spnee 1)y liis publisher, and thus compiiUml io cut out ‘,omn of 
Iho best suuicb iii The Nights. 

? i f. kl\ak of Mosul, tho musiciiui pool often lYuvnlinnoil in Thi 1 Nighls 
I must again ivam the rcadpr lliat the mime is pmiuwnn'il l',-hrtk (lilu f, uu: 
with a cenlial aspiudo) not TsJnllc. This is not unncu’ss.iiy when \vu |n,u’ 
Tail-shill for 'falt'b hill imclFunlcvicli-shall ” lm IMudilclc'*! hall 
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tioops, and led him into the city and earned him to his palace, 
whilsL the oscoil encamped without the city walls, where lie ap¬ 
pointed to them all wheieof they stood in need. So Abu Ishak 
enlcied the audience-chamber, and silting clown on the throne 
scaled the govemeu beside himself, whilst the notables sat round 
him, accoiding to their several degrees, After salutation with 
the sakim, Abdullah bin Fazii said to him, M 0 my loid, is there 
foi thy coining to us any cause?" and said Abu Ishak, "Yes, 

1 conic to seek the Lnbute; for the Caliph enquiretli of it and the 
time of its coming L'gone by," Rejoined Abdullah bin Fazii, " O 
my loid, would IJcavcn thou hudst not weaned thyself nor taken 
upon thyself the hardships of the journey! For the tribute is ready 
in full lain and complete, and I pm pose to despatch it lo-moirow. 
Hut, since thou ail come, I will cnlrusL iL to thee, after I have 
entertamed Ihee three days; and on the fourth day I will set the 
U Unite between thine hands. But it bchovoth us now too flu l Lluxs 
a present in pail loquiUil of thy kindness and Ilia goodness of the 
ConiiinuickiL of the Faithful." u There is no harm in that," said 
Abu Jshale. So Alnlullah bin Fazii dismissed the Diwaii and 
carrying him into a salnon that had not its match, baile sot a tray 
uC load hofoic him and his companions * They ale and. drank and 
made merry and enjoyed Lhcjinsolvea, after which the tiay was 
loinovcd and llime came codec and sherbets. They sat conversing 
ii 11 a third pait of the night was past, when they spread for Abu 
Islialc bedding on an ivory couch inlaid with gold glittering sheeny, 
So ho lay down and the viceroy lay down beside him on another 
couch; but wakefulness possessed Abu Islialc and ho fell to 
meditating on the metros of prosody and poetical composition, fot 
LhaL lie was one of Llui pinnesL of the Caliph's boon -companions, 
and ho hud a mighty Cum loia-anvd in producing verses and 
plunsanl stories; noi did ho leave to lie awake improvising 
poetry (.ill half the night was past. IhosenLly, behold, Abdullah 
hm Faxil aiose, and girding lhs middle, opened a locker/ 5 whence 
he In might. mil a whip; then, taking a lighted waxen taper, he 

wenL foilh by the dooi of the saloon,-And Slnihrazad pci 

i cived tlu dawn of (lay ruul l rimed s,vying her permitted say. 

Jftfllu |t ma for JT^mr fouiituxUf nub ftmn^wilnflj iliMjipt, 

She said, It hath michucl me, 0 auspicious King, that when 
Abdullah bin Fazii went foilh by the dooi of the saloon, dooming 
Abu ish.ik asleep, (he Caliph's oup-rnmpanloii seeing ihis, nuu- 

x i r liu wsi'i a piofintiiU, an adopt. 

2 Audi hour IVis, i>ulal> a waioi wheuk u bntleip, a cupboard. 
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veiled and said in himself, “Whither wendeLh Abdullah bin Tuizil 
with that whip? Pci Imps lie is minded to punish some body. 
But needs must I follow him and see whal he will do this night," 
So he aiose and went out afLer him sofLly, very softly, that he 
might not be seen, and pieseutly saw him open a closet and take 
thence a tiay containing four dishes of meal and bread and a 
gugglct of water. Then he wenl on, cauymgthe tiay and sccietly 
followed by Abu Isliak, till became to another saloon and entered, 
whilst the cup-cunipaiiion stood behind the door and, looking 
through the chink, saw a spacious saloon, furnished with the 
iidlest furniture and having in its midst a couch of ivoiy plated 
with gold glilteiing sheeny, to which two dogs weu) made fast 
with chains of gold. Then Abdullah set down the tiay in a 
coiner and, tucking up Ins sleeves, loosed the fust dog, which 
began to stiuggJe in his hands and puL its muzzle to the Hum, .is 
it would kiss giound befme him, whining the while in a weak 
voice, Abdullah tied Us paws behind its Uncle and throwing il on 
the guumtl, (hew foith the whip and beat iL with a painful beating 
and a pitiless. The dog struggled but could not got luv, and 
Abdullah ceased not to bent it with the same whip till it lofL 
gioaning and lay without consciousness. Then hu took iL and 
tied it up in its place, and unbinding the second dog, did with 
him as ho had done with the first, after which he pulled out a 
lceichicf and fell to wiping away Lhoir teats and comfmling them, 
saying, “Hcsu me not malice; ioi by Allah this is not of my will 
1101 is il easy to me 1 liuL it may Im Allah will giant yon relief 
Irani this .strait, and issue from your aJllietion." And lie played 
for the twain, whaL while Abu Isliak the cup-companion stood 
hearkening with his ears ancl espying with his eyes, and indeed hr 
marvelled at his case, Then Abdullah biought the dogs the ti.iy 
of food and fell to moiselling them with his own hand till they 
had enough, when he wiped their muzzles and lifting up the 
guggleL, gave them to dunk; after which ho took up the tiay, 
gugglel and candle, and made for the dour. Milt Abu Isliak 
forewent him and, making his way back Lu 1 m; com h, lay down ; 
so that lie saw him not, neither knew Lliat he had walked behind 
him and watched him. Then the gnvcjinoi unplaced cliu tiay and 
the gugglel in the closet and, returning to the saloon, opened the 
locker and laid Lire whip in its place; aflei which lie dulled his 
clothes and laydown. Jhil Aim Isliak passed the iest of that 
night pondering this aflaii, iiciLhoi did sleep visit him foj mm ess n f 
wondeinicnt, and he ceased mil to say m luinself, 41 l wonder what 
can be the meaning ot this ! ,J Noi did lie leave wondning till 
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daybreak, when they arose and prayed the dawn-prayer. Then 
they set the biealdasl 1 befoiethcm, and they ate and thank coffee, 
after which they went out to the diwan. Now Abu Ishak's 
thought was occupied with this mystery all clay long, but he 
concealed the matter and questioned not Abdullah theieof. Next 
night, he again followed the governor and saw him do with the 
two dogs as on the previous night, first beating them and then 
making Ins peace with them and giving thorn to eat and to drink ; 
and so also he did the third night. On the fouith day he brought 
Llic tiibute to Abu Islialc, who took U and departed without 
opening the matter to him. He faied on without ceasing till he 
came to Baghdad, where he delivered the tiibute to the Cahph, 
ivho questioned him of the cause of its delay. Replied hej “O 
Commander of the Faithful, I found that the govemoL of Bassorah 
had made loady the tiibuLe and was about Lo despatch it; and 
had I delayed a day it would have met mo on the road. Blit, O 
Ik hire of Tluc Believers, I had a woudious adventure with 
Abdullah bin Fazil; never in my life saw I its like." 11 And 
what was it, O Abu Islialc ?" aslced the Caliph, So lie replied, 
11 1 saw such and such' 1 ; and, Inief, acquainted him with that 
which the governoi hsul done with the two dogs, adding, “ After 
such fashion I saw him do liuee successive nights, first beating 
the dogs, then making his peace with them and comforting them 
and giving Lhom to esiL and dunk, 1 watching him and he seeing 
nio noL M Asked the Caliph, n Didst thou question him of the 
cause of this? n and the other answered, *' No, as thy head livelh, 
O Commander of the Faithful." Then said AJ-Rtiahid, n O Abu 
Ishuk, I command thee lo return to Bassoiah and bring me 
Abdullah bin Fazil and the two dogsd* Quoth he, il O Com¬ 
mander of Llio Faithful, excuse ino from this; foi indeed Abdullah 
entertained me with exceedingly hospitable entertainment, and 1 
became wave of ibis case with chance undesigned and acquainted 
thee therewith. So how can I go back Lo him and bring him Lo 
thee? Verity, if I leLiun lo him, I shall find me no face foi 
shame of him ; whoiefoie ‘twere meet ilial thou send him another 
Lhan myself, with a letter under thine own hand, and he shall 
bring him to thee, him and the two dogs, 1 ' But quoth the Caliph, 
M I[I send him other than thyself, porad venture lie will deny the 
whole aflair ami say, IVe no dogs, But ifl send thee and thou 

i Aiab, ■*Full'llZ* the clihnll hifeiii of Anglo-Tuilm or breakfast proper, 
oaten by Moslenvi immediately utter the fliiwn-prajui, except In Rainn^tn. 
Amongst hohmIjIh people it is a hiibstantiul meal of bread and boiled beans, 
ciuik'il milk, and Lius pasliy called fatirah, folLowcd by collco 
and a p.pis See A.wrn, M li„ eh apt. v. p aiul my u <\ 8. 
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say to him, I saw them wilh mine own eyes, lie’ will not be 
able Lo deny that. Wheiefore nothing will soive bill that thon 
(jo and fcLch him and the two dogs; otherwise, 1 will snioly 

slay thee, 1 "-And Shalun^ul poiccsivcd the .dawn of day and 

ceased to say hei pcimiLLod say, 

J[0oti) iuljcu it hind fin? JBinc IbnntiicXr null Ci^tidb 

She con turned! Tl hath joached me, O auspicious King, Hint 
the Caliph Marnti abRashid said lo Abu Ijdiak, 41 Nothing ^vill 
faCLve but lliaL thou go and fetch him and (he two dogs; olhoiwise 
1 will study slay thee, 5 ’ Abu Inhale lepJiod, " Homing and obey¬ 
ing, O Commander of Llio Faithful; Allah is 0111 aidanee and 
good is the Agent. He spake south who said Man's wiong is 
Jrom the tongue 2 ; and 'Lis I who sinned against myself m tolling 
thee. BiU wiiLts me u uiyitl iowuipl rt ami t will go to him ami 
hi mg lum brick Lo thee.” So the Caliph gave him an autogiaph, 
and he took it and icpaued to Kissmalu Seeing him come in 
the govnnoL said, u Allah [01 fend us hoin the mischief of thy 
leUun, O Abu I shale [ Ilow eomelli it 1 see thee letiiui in hash'? 
Reiadvunlme, the t l i 1 >ute is deficient and the Caliph will 110L 
accept it ? " Answered Abu Ishak, M U JCum Abdullah, my return 
is not on nccouuL of the deficiency of Llie liitmto, for r Lis lull 
inisiswui mul the Caliph atxepUdh it; but ] hope that thou wilt 
excuse me, for that I have Iniled in my duly as Lhy guest, and 
indeed this lapse of mine was deal end of Allah Almighty." 
Abdullah enquired, 11 And what maybe the lapse? 11 and he 
plied, u Know that when l was with Iheo, t followed theo three 
following nights and saw thee lisu at midnight and beaL the dogs 
and return; whereat I nuiveiled, but was ashamed to (pieslinn 
thee thoieoL When I c.uno back Lo Baghdad 1 told Ihe C\ilij>Ji 
of thine affair, casually and without design, wlw 1 eupnn he rh.ugeil 
me to ictiun to thee, and lioui is a Idler undoi Ins hand, IT.uI J 
known that the ailaii would lead Lo this I had not told him, but 
Dubliiiy fouimdained Lluis.” And ho went on Lo excuse himself 
to hnn, whereupon said Abdullah, "Since limn hast told him 
tins, I will bear oill Uiy iopoiL with him lost he deem thee a Jiai, 
lor thou art my fiiond. Weus it othci Ilian Lhou, I had denied 


t Tlu* " ofl-wilh-hii-lusvr 1 st^le mint not Im umlnsLuml Ulnall) A \ I 
nave noted, iL is intondud by U10 wilin' tci slmw Iho kminlnp iumI iho nuur ,lv 
ol Llm 11 Vicar or Allah " 

% I At “ Llic ctilnmiLy of man (ms.Ui) is ft 0111 llio L«iii|;ue " (lis.ln), 

3 Voi Ktaftlt Shmil, lit — ^ noblu liAtci, vol. i. ni^iit wwi'n 
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the affa.il. and given him the lie, But now I will go with thee 
and cany the two dogs with me, though this be to me ruin-rife 
and the ending of my term of life." Rejoined the other, “ Allah 
will veil 1 thee, even as thou hast veiled my face with the Caliph I’ 1 
Then Abdullah Look a present beseeming the Commander of the 
Faithful, and mounting the dogs wiLli him, each on a camel, bound 
with chains 3 of gold, journeyed with Abu Ishak to Baghdad, 
whole he went 111 to the Caliph and kissed ground before him. 
1 -Ie deigned bid him siL; so he sat down and brought the two 
dogs before Al-Rashid, who said to him, “ What be these dogs, 
O Emir Abdullah?" Whereupon they fell to kissing the floor 
between his hands and wagging their tails and weeping, as if 
complaining to him. The Caliph maivelled at this and said to 
tho governor, “Tell me the history of these two dogs and the 
loason of thy beating them and after entreating them with 
honour. 11 lie replied, “O Vicar of Allah, these be no dogs but 
Lwo young men, endowed with beauty and scemliness, symmetry 
and .shapeliness, and they are my Inotheis and the sons of my 
father and nioLliei." Asked Lhc Caliph, “Plow is it that they 
were men and are become dogs?" and he answered, "An thou 
give me leave, O Ihincc of True Believers, I will acquaint thee 
with the Liulh of the diciumLancc," Saul Al-Rashid, “Tell me 
and \vaio of leasing, for ’Lis of lhc fashion of tho hypoodles, and 
look thou tell truth, for that is the Aik" of safety and the mark of 
vhtuous men." Rejoined Abdullah, “Know then, O vice-regent 
of Allah, when I tell Llieo the sLoiy of these dogs, they will both 
bear wilness against mo: an I speak sooth they will coitify it, and 
if I lie they wilL give me the lie." Cried the Caliph, “These are 
of tho dogs; they cannot speak nor answer, so liow can they testify 
fot Llieo or against Lhoe?" But Abdullah said to them, “ O my 
In others, if I speak a lying word, do ye lift your heads and slate 
with youi eyes; buL if I say sooth, hang down your heads and 
lower yom eyes." Then said ho to the Caliph :—Know, O Com¬ 
mander of the Faithful, tbaL we are three broLlicrs by one mother 

1 Arab. “Allah yiwlurit-k "=piolcct thee by hiding wlint had better be 
hidden. 

2 Amb " Janitzir " 1= chains, an Arabised phnal of tho Pcrs Znnjii 

with ilici niclailirdij ni linnapoaibou of Icttcis peculiar £0 live vulgar; 
“ Jiina/n*" for " ZnnAjir," ( ' 

3 At ah '■ Salinati" ^ (Noah's) Ark, n myth derived from tlio Barb of 
iqjynt \ViLh subsequent ombidliHhnionts fimn Llio Babylonian deluge-legends 
Lhc jaLlLT may have been mu vivah of the days when the walcia of Lho Persian 
< Sulf extended to llm mountains of Iftistorn Syna Hence I would explain Hie 
o\isloiiLO of on lmet volranoos within sight of Damascus (sue Unexplored 
Syria, i p. iw) visited, I helmva, for the fust time by my lale friend Charles 

TyiwinLL-J hake and myself in May, 1871. 

VU!., Vtl. ^ A 
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and the same lather. Our she's name was Fazil, and he was so 
named because bis moLhcr baie two sons at one biitti, one of 
whom died fortluight and the othei twin remained alive, whcrc- 
fotc his sire named him l 7 azil—the Remainder, His father 
brought him up and reaicd him well till he giew to manhood, 
when he mairied him to our mother and died. Our mother con¬ 
ceived a fust time and bare this my first brother, whom our she 
named Mansur; then she conceived again and bare this my 
second brothel, whom lie named Nash 1 ; after which she con- 
ceived a third time and bate me, whom lie named Abdallah, My 
fatliei rented us all three till wc came to man's estate, when Ik? 
died, leaving us a house and a shop full of colomod stuffs of all 
kinds, Indian and Greek and Khoiasani and what not, besides 
sixty thousand dinuiS, Wo washed him and luiiicd him to tho 
mlh of Ins Loul, after which we luiilt him a splendid monument 
and lcL pray for linn prayers foi the deliverance of his soul fioiu 
tho fire and held perlortions of the Kuian and gave alms on his 
behalf, till the foily days' 1 weic past* when l called together the 
merchants and nobles of tho folk and made them a sumptuous 
entertainment. As soon as they had eaten, I s.iid to thorn, O 
merchants, vciily this woild is epluuneial, but the next world m 
eternal, and extolled be the perfection of Him Who cnduiuih 
always after Ilis creatures have passed away I Know ye why I 
have called you logelhei this blessed day ? M Ami Lliuy answered, 
11 Extolled be Allah sole Scuml of the hidden things, 0 ” Quoth 
I, M My father died, leaving much of money, and L fear lest any 
have a claim ag.iinsL him for a debt oi a pledge' 1 oi wliat not else, 
and \ desire Lo discharge my father's obligations Lovvurds the folk, 
So whoso hath any demand on him, let him say!—Ilooweth mo 
so and so, and I will satisfy it to him, that I may acquiL the 
jesponsibility olmy sum 1511 The meiehaiiLs jeplied, 11 O Abdullah, 

1 Mansur and Nftsu me passive and active pirtkiplen fioin Ihcnuiiuj root, 
Nnsr — victory ; the lorniei moans luumuVnint and the UtU.r iniunphing 

2 The normal leun of Moslem moiiuuiii;, which Mohammed greatly 
reduced t disliking tho abuse* of it by the Jews, who oven in the; puisimfc day aro 
the strictest in its ohuirvancu. 

3 An cuplwiBtic and miphcimsdc stylo of Haying, "Ro, wo don't know." 

4 Arab, " Kalian," ail article placed with linn in pawn. 

5 A Moslem hi bound, not only by honmn but by i ell)’ion, lo ilU'lnugo 
tlio dchLi of his dead frulier and mother and so save them iiom punishment 
on Judgment-day Mohammed who enjoined inciey lo dobtoui while in ihu 
flesh, (cha.pl. i\ 280, etc) fc*ld, "Allah eove.uuh aU kiuhu OMVpt debt; that y» 
fo say, there will lie pinushintml llieidoi " Abo, 14 A imiUyi 1 ulmll bo p:\uJoiind 
every tault but debt " On oiuj occasion lie lefuscd It) pi.iy for a Moslem who 
died insolvent Such hrobhntss b. ;i eiuioub coutuast with the kniuncy winch 
advised tho creditor lo icniit debus by way of ,ilnv„ And pi act it:, illy Him imld 
view of indebtedness lencleui it highly unadvisable to oblige a iMWom fijeml 
with a loan, 
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verily the goods of this world sLand not in stead of those of the 
world to come, and we are no fiaudful folk, but all of us know 
the lawful finin the unlawful, and fear Almighty Allah, and abstain 
from devouring the substance of Lhe orphan. We know that thy 
fathoi (Allah have meicy on him!) slill let his money lie with the 
folk, 3 not did he sillier any mail's claim an Mai ta uiiquitted, 
and we have ever heard him declare :—I am fearful of the 
people's substance, He used always to say in his piayeis, 0 my 
God, Thou rut my stay and my hope I Let me not die while in 
debt. And it was of Ins want that, if he owed any one aughL, 
he would pay it tn him without being pies sod, and if any owed 
him aught lie would not dun him, but would say lo him:—At thy 
Jcismo. If his debtor were poor, he would release him from Ins 
liability and at quit him of responsibility ; and if he were not poor 
and died in his debt, he would say:—Allah forgive him what 
he owed me I And wc all testify that he owed no man aught.” 
Quoth I, lf May Allah bicss you I " Then I Lurncd to the.se my 
brothers and aaid, r ‘ Our iaLhoi owed no man aught and hath left 
us much money and stuffs, besides the house and the shop. Now 
we are lluco, and each of us is entitled lo one Hurd part. So 
slull we agicci to waive division and wone co-pui tners in our 
wealth and eaL logethei and drink together, or shall we appor¬ 
tion the sLnfls and the money and lake each his part?” Said 
they, 14 Wo will divide them and take each his slifiie. (Then 
Abdullah tinned to the two dogs and said to them, M Did it 
happen thus, 0 my brothcLS?” and they bowed their heads 
and lowoicd their eyes, as to say, '‘Yes.") Abdullah con¬ 
tinued:— I called in a depaiLiLor from the KnzPs comt, O 
l’rinco of True I Jclicvets, and he distrihuLcd amongst us the money 
and the stuffs and all our fat hen had left, allotting the house and 
shop Lo mo in exchange foi a pail of the coin and clothes to which 
I was entitled, Wo were conlenL with this : so the house and shop 
fell Lo my shaio, whilst my broLhms look thou portion in money 
and stuffs. I opened Lhe shop and slocking it with my stuffs 
bought olheis with the money appoUionijd Lo mcj over and above 
the house and shop, till the place was full, and I sat selling and 
buying- As for niy brothers, they purchased stuffs and hiring a 
ship, hoi out on a voyage to the far abodes of folk. Quoth I, 
44 Allah aid them both I As for me, my livelihood is ready to my 
hand and peace is priceless/ 1 I abode thus a whole yeai, diumg 


1 tc ho dill not press thorn for payment \ and, it railst bo. icmeiYibcmd, 
he 1 liceivocl no inleitifrt upon liis moneys, this being foi bidden ill tlio Koun. 
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which time Allah opened the door of forLuna to me and I gained 
g'leat gains, till I became possessed of tho like of that which 
our father had left us, One day, as I sat in my shop, with 
two fur pelisses on me, one of sable and tho other of ineniver/ for 
it was the season of wiutei and the time of the excessive cold, 
behold, theie came up to me my two brothers, each clad in a 
lugged sliirl and nothing moio, anil then lips wcie white with 
cold, and they wcio sliivtaing. When I saw them in this plight, 

it was grievous to me mid I mourned foi Lheni--And Shalnazacl 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her pci milled say. 

JQnH) lvfjfit if inner IJ)c Jflinc DimTircti anti ©iBityJfirsft Jlihflbf, 

She pm sued, It hath leached me, O auspicious King, that 
Abdullah bin l T a»il conLinuod to the Caliph j—When 1 saw them 
in this plight, it was giiovuua to mo and J mourned for them and 
my tcason fled my head, So 1 ioso ami embnued them and wopl 
ovet Lheu condition . then ] put on one o[ them Lho pelisse of 
sable and on the olhei the fui coal of menivur and, c,utying them 
to the Hammain, sent thilhui lot ciu.ll of them a Mill of uppatcl 
such as bdilLod a miueliant woitli a thousand . 11 When they had 
washed ami donned each his suit, T cm liml them to my house 
whciCj seeing them well-nigh famished, I set a tray of food befous 
them and Eile with them, ciuessiug U\om and tumfniluig them. 
(Then he again tinned Lo the two dogs find said lu them, “Was 
this so, O my luotliois?" and they bent thoir heads and lowtucd 
thcii eyes*) So Abdullah continued ^Wliun they laid oaten, O 
Vicar of Allah, quoth I to them, “Wind hath befallen you and 
where arc your goods?” and quoth they, “Wo faiod up the iivei, JI 
till we CfUiie to a cvly called Cufa, wbeio we hold foi ten din.un 
the piece of stuff that had cost half a ducat, and Lhat which cost 
Us a ducat foi twenty. So \\c. pi o/i Led greatly and bought IVisi.m 


i Al-HIaViidi (ulmpL, *vn) allude*) to fun of Sable (M.imm), huimslluie 
(A\-l':u wall) mu\ Hm t&i (Tuikish) hirs of bVu h mid ml I*i\es. Pm’ S.iimir >,ni 
vt»l lii night cdviil Rinjitb in 1‘oiMiUi foi tliu s.hin of lhu grey mjiiuiH 
Inunm, the lmnnnng), the ltiunivei, cm j emme-dy ininiwa (nwrui v.iji), as 
oppi jsulI In Lhu ermine--(Min' rliflirjdtfs, or nuntria enmniti). } m i * 3 vui vi »U 
Kiigltind without being sinpusuil at the vile run worn by Uni iirii, and die 
folly of the pool in noL adopting tills j,h<‘rpsJrm with tbe uuol SikhIh and die 
Uvithiiv well taonwl, wWell Wp* lUc* piMsiml w.mn and rninfm i.ibV iietwmi 
Cioalinund AlglMiusUn 

7 Aiab M Alii," which may mean a tliouh.ind diiuis (/'jno) oi a 
thousand pvines (--jf^ionn) *■ A.Ui 11 is not nn unronnunni 1 VN , meaning that 
the beam (Pasha 01 paupei) had linen bought foi u thousand loll iudulmite 

3 Tiym-liUplirnLUs. 
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stuffs at the rale of ten sequins per piece of silk worth forty 
in Ba&sorah. Thence we removed to a city called AbKaikh 1 
wheie we sold and bought and made gain galore and amassed of 
wealth gLoat sLore,” And Lhey went on to set forth to me the 
places and the profits. Sol said to them, 11 Since ye liad such 
good luck and lot, how conicth it that I see you return naked ? ” 
They sighed and answered, n O our brothoi, some one must have 
evil-eyed us, and in tiavel Hide is no busting. When we had 
gotten together these moneys and goods, we Weighted a ship 
therewith and set sail, intending for Bass or ah. We fared on 
ibiue days, and on the fourlli day we saw the sea rise and fall and 
rum and loam and swell and clash, whilst the waves clashed 
together with a clash, striking out spaiks like lire 3 in the darks. 
The winds blew contrary lor us and our ciaft struck upon the 
point of a bill-piojccLcd lock, where U brake up and plunged 
us into the livci, and alL we had with us was lost in iho 
wiLns. Wo abode struggling on Lhe aiufiicoa clay and a night, till 
Allah sent ns another ship, whose: crew picked us up and we beg¬ 
ged oiu way iroin Lown to town, stiffening mighty sore hardships 
and selling oui body-clothes piecemeal, to buy us food, till we chew 
jicui Jhibsuiah ; nui' did we make Lhe city till we had chained tlie 
(Untight ol a thousand miseries. 1 hit had wo come safely off with 
that winch was by us, we had brought back aches that might be 
evened with those of the King; but Lliis was fore-ordained to us 
of Allah,” I said, “ O my htofcheis, let not your hoarLsbe grieved, 
[bi wealth is the rau.soui at bodies and safety is pioperty. Since 
Allah hath wntLen you of the saved, this is the end of desire, for 
want amt wealth are but as it wciu illusions of dreams, and Goil- 
giflecl is ho who said :— 

If a man from do*(motion mu save his head * Let him hold his wealth 
as ii slice of nail. 

I continued, fl 0 my Mothers we will suppose that our sire died 
to-day and left us all this wealth that is with me, for I am light 
willing to share it with you equally.” So I fetched a departitor 
limit the KazTs o.ouil and brought outio him all my mouey, which 
he clisLubuted into Lluoo equal pails, and we each look one. Then 
hsud I to tiicm, ,f 0 my Mothers, Allah blesscthamau in Jus daily 
In cad, if lie bo in lus own country' so let each of you open him a 
bhop and sit themm to get his living; and lie to whom aught is 

—~ ” ' 1 “ 

x Possibly the quai ler of Baghdad an called and mentioned an Tbo Wights 
moio than onco 

a Vor lids fioiy sea huu Sind Revisited, i. 19. 
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oidmned in the Social Puipow, 1 needsinusl lies getil." Acmdingly, 
I helped cadi of them Lo open .a shop and idled ii Tot him with 
^oocls, saying Lo them, “ Sell and Imy and keep your moneys find 
spend n aught thin oof, fni all ye n end of meat and chink and so 
lutlh I ivill furnish Lo you.*’ I con Limit'd Lo onLieal tluMiigontiiously, 
and they fell lo selling and haying hy <lay and rrlmning at oven- 
tide lo my house, whom they lay Hit: night; nor would l suffcL 
them lo expend aught of then own subslanco. 1UU wliencvei I 
sat talking with them, they would pinHe travel and piovkum its 
ploa.su ics and vauuL Lhc gains they had nude Ihrtein; and they 
erased not lo uige me to accompany them iu Uavcdliug over 
foreign pails. (Then he said lo the dogs, f< Was this so, 0 my 
biolhcis ? M and they again bowed their heads and lowoi ed Lheu 
eyes in confunmlion of liis woids.) He continued On simli 
wise, O Vieai of Allah, they continued Lo uige me and tempt mo 
to liavel liy vaunting the gieal gains and piolit Lo he obtained 
thcuihy, till I said Lo Llunn, r ‘ Needs must I hue wilh you lor yoiu 
sake I ” Then I on lined into a conliaeL of paUnnsliip with them, 
[iiul wo chaiteird a ship and parking up all mannei of piruiniiH 
shifts and metehundisc f>f evoiy kind, fieighlod iL Lheirwilh; aflui 
which wo emluiknd in :L all we needed and, selling sail from lias 
sot ah, launched out into the dashing sea, swollen with clashing 
smge, wherein Lo whoso enleirlh is lone and loin and whence* 
whoso cometh forth is as a babe now-bom, Wu censed not sailing 
oil till we came Lo a city of the tiLies, whom wo sold and bought 
and made guv.it cheapo. Thence we went on lo another plate, 
and we ceased not Lo pans limn land to land and pint to pint, 
selling and buying and profiling, LdUve lud gotLeu us ['teal wealth 
and much advantage, rresmlJy, wo came to a mountain," when: 
Lhe captain cast anchoi and said lo us, 41 O paKuen^m^ %n ye 
ashoie; yo shall bo saved horn this day/ 1 and make HUiudi; iL 
may ho yo shall find walei.” So all landed, I an ongsl LJm ciovvtl, 
and dispelsed about lliu island in se.uuh of waUii, As fni me, I 
climbed Lo the lop of the niouiUaiUj and whilst I went along, Jo 
and behold I I saw a while snake fleeing and Jollowed by a bhtek 
diagon, foul of favom and fiighLfu! of fbuu, holly pm suing her. 
lYcsonlly he ovci took hen and clipping 1 km , seized hei by the head 
and wound hits tail about hoi tail, whemupon she uiied out and f 

i Aul) “ Al-Ghayb," which may akin mean 11 in the inline'' (unknown la 
nuu)i 

v Aiah. " Jabal " ; lirni .i mouniiiinmis lslaml; si-rs vol i. night \iv, 

A f.f ye bhall bo spaniel this day's inkimich Sow my Pilgi images vnl i, 

3i-l, and llio delight with wluch wo glided into RUml iVmglwdi 
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“Taking up a lump of granite, I . , . hurled 
it at the dragon. It smote him on the head and 
crushed it, and ere I knew, the while snake 
changed and became a young girl bright with 
beauty and loveliness and brilliancy and perfect 

grace,” 
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knew tlmL lie puiposcd to tape her. So I was moved to ruth for 
lid, and taking up a lump of gL anile, 1 2 five pounds oi more in 
weight, hiuled it at the chagon, It sinoLe him on Lhe head and 
cuishcd it, and ere I knew, Lhe white snake changed and became 
a young gill bright wiLh beauty and loveliness and brilliancy and 
ptMfccl giaccj as she were the .shining full moon, who came up to 
ino and kissing my hands, said to me, 41 Allah veil lliee with two¬ 
fold veils, one horn shame in this world and the other from the 
Oamc in Lhe world to come on the day of the Great Upstanding, 
lhe day when noilhci wealth nor children shall avail save to him 
who shall come to Allah with a sound IicmiLU' 1 And presently 
she continued, 11 O moLLal, thou hast saved my honour and I am 
indebted Lo thee for kindness, wherefore lL behoveth me to requite 
lime.” So saying, she signed with her hand to the caitli, which 
opened and she descended theieinlo : Lhen it closed up again over 
her and by this 1 knew that she was of the Jinn, As for the 
dragon, fue was kindled in him and consumed him and he became 
♦Uihos. I marvelled at this and returned to my comtadcs, whom I 
acquainted wiLli whulsu I hud seen, and we passed the night in the 
island. On the moriow the Captain weighed ancliot and spread 
the sails and coiled the lopes, and wo sailed till the shore faded 
horn mu g:i/c. We fared on twenty days, without seeing or land 
nr bird, till our water came to an end ) anti quoth the Rais to ns, 
n O folk, our feesh water is spent.” Quoth we, c< Let us make for 
land ; haply we shall lilid water," But he exclaimed, n By Allah, 
1 have lost my way and I know not what course will bring me to 
tins scabtKud.” Thereupon he titled us soie chagrin and we wept 
and besoughL Almighty Allah to guide us into the right comse, 
Wc passed that night in Lhe soniesl case ; but God-gifted is ho 
who said ;— 

IIow many a night have I spent in woes * That would grizzle the 
suckling-L vaUg with fc;u : 

llul moirowod not morn ere to me them came * 11 Aidancc fioni Allah 
and victoiy near. 11 " 


1 Arab 11 SiWAii” — ,J Syenllo 11 (-granite) also used for flint anrl other 
luucl filones. Sco vol. i. night xxiil 

2 Km an, xxlv, Male children aic to Lhe A mb as much pi bed an object 
of possession ns i iclies, since without them wealth is of no value to him, 
M oh Annuo <1, lUevefoio, couples wealth with child lcii as the two things whero- 
with olio wauls off the ills of this woihl, though they me powerless against 
those of l ho world to come, 

1 An cm; him a l ion derived from the Sui.\t Nasr (c\ i), one of tho moat 
affecting dm Koran, It gave Mohammed wauling of his death anti caused 
Al-Abb.is lo ‘.bed Lears; LheTiophel smgs a sung ok victory hi die i\d\ year 
ol Lhe Iliji.ih (ho died m the Oh) and implores the panlon of liiu Lord, 
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But when the day arosa in its sheen ami shone, we caught sight 
of a high mountain ;mcl rejoiced therein, When we came to its 
skills, the Captain said to us, M O folk, ro ashore and seek for 
water." So wc all landed and sought water but found none, 
wheicat we were sore afflicted because we were sufluiing foi 
want of it. As for mo I climbed up to Die moiminhuiop 
and on the other side Ihcicof 1 a spacious circle 1 distant, 
flout us an houCs join 11 cy or moic. fheseuLly I called my 
companions, and, ns soon as they all rejoined me, said to them, 
11 Look at yonder basin behind this mountain; foi 1 see Lheicin 
ix city high o£ base and a sliong-coruevcd place gill with sconce 
and nimpaitiy, pattliimgQ ami lea, and doubtless it wuiUolh not 
watci and good things. So hie wo Lhithri and fetch think theie- 
fiom and buy vvliat wo need of provisions, moat, and fiuit, and 
return." BuL they said, “Wt! fear lost the city-folk bo Kafus, 
asciibiug to Allah paLbUus and enemies of "Idle Ihulli, ami t.iy 
hand on us avul take us captive or else slay us; so should wo 
cause the Joss of our own lives, having cast ouisolvci, into 
destruction and evil empiiso, Indeed, llus pnmd and pie- 
MimpLuous aio novel pi «usowerUiy, Jor thaL Limy ovcl Jam m 
danger of calamities, oven as sailli of sucli-an-nue a on Lain 
poet;— 

Li>ng as earth 3* eiuth, long as sky is sky, ■ ’this uYapimul is hi,nurd 
iho* fi ojii link he lly I 

So we will noL expose niusulvos to puul." I icpUol, “O lolk, l 
have no authority over you ; so I will Lake my biotlieis ,uul go to 
yonder city." Ihtl my huitliuis snnl to me, Wo also Jem this 
thing and will not go with IheoA (JuoLli T, “As lm me, 1 am 
lusolvul to go thither, and 1 put my Uust in Allah ami aft opt 
whatsoever lie shall circuit* In me. Do ye Uu'ieUue await me, 
whilst I wend thilhei and lutmn to you twain/’* - And 
Shahraxad perceived the dawn of day and erased to say Jier 
pci milled «ay. 

JBnUi lu&cn it Uuitf Hjc JQnxc lfxiritrrrlv niD lEfflftfa-tffcoulf Jl%|)b 

She resumed, It hath leached me, O auspicious King, dial 
Abdullah said, “Do ye twain await me whilst I wiu\d tluthci and 
letum to you.” So I left thorn ami walked on till I came to the 
gate of the place and saw it a city ot building wondums and 


1 Aiab “ JUbaV * lx basin »mnuiiiuUul by hilh 'l’brj woi ch whit li follow 
may mean, 41 Au 1khu\h jniuney ur iiious in hioivUh/' 
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projection marvellous, with boulevards high-towering and towels 
strong-buildcd and palaces high-soaring. Its poihils were of 
Chinese non, laicly gilded and graven on such wise as confounded 
the wit. I entered the gateway and saw theic a stone bench, 
whereon sat a man homing on liisfoieann a chain of brass, 
wlioieto hung fourteen keys ; so I knew him to be the porter of 
the city and that it had four teen gates, I drew near turn and said 
to him, "The Pence bo upon Uicei” buL he returned 110L my salaui 
and I saluted him a second and a thud time ; but he made me no 
loply. Then I laid my hand on his shoulder and said io him, 
" IIo thou, why closL thou not return my salam ? Ait thou 
asleep or deaf, 01 othci Limn a Moslem, IhnL Lhou rcfuunesl fiom 
exchanging the salutation ? 11 IJul he answered mo not, neither 
sLuicil ; so I considered liim and saw that he was stone* Quoth 
I, "Venly an nduiiiahlc matLci ! This is a «itono wioughlen in 
the semblmu fc e ol a son of Adam, and wanting m naught save 
speech I " 'Thou l left him and enleiing the city, beheld a man 
tttunding in Lho load: so I went up to him and scmlinised him 
and found him stone. PiosunLly, as I walked a-down Lhe broad¬ 
ways, and saw that this was everywhere the case, I met an old 
woman bearing oil hei head a bundle of clothes loadly for washing; 
so 1 went up to her and examining hoi, saw that she was stone, 
anil the bundle; of clothes on her bond was stone also . 1 Then I 
luted for Lho mailed, whore I saw an mliuau with his scales ^et 
up and funded by vmious kinds of wuies such as cheese and so 
JmLli, all of sLone. Moreover, I saw all niannci of tradesmen 
sealed in Llicsii shops, and men and women and childicn, some 
standing anil some wiling; but they weie all stone; and the sLufls 
wcio like spiders' webs. I amused myself with looking upon 
them, and as often as I laid hold upon a piece of stuff it powdoied 
in iny hands like dust dispreml. Presently I saw somo clicsLs and 
opening one of them, found it full of gold in bags; so I laid hold 
upon Lho bags, luiL Limy mumbled away in my giasp, whilst the 
gold abode unchanged, I earned off of it what I could cauy and 
said to myself, 11 Were my brothers with me, they might take of 
tins gold Limit fill and possess themselves of these hoards which 
have no mvnin. IJ Then I entered anothei shop and found therein 
inoie than this, bill could beat away no inoju than T had homo. 
I lull Lius market and went on la another aiul thence to another 
and annllmi, much enjoying the sight of all manner of creatines 


r Theso polli hod folic have occupied in the 41 Eldest Lady's Tala " (vol, J. 
night xvii), wlium they uiu of " black stone." 
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of rations kinds, all several stones, even to tlm clogs and (he cats, 
till 1 came Lo the goldsmiths’ bazar, wlieio I saw men siLting in 
then shops, with their slock-in-Uatle about them, some in Lluur 
hands and ollim in ciatos of wudvoi-woik When I aaw Lius, O 
Commander of Llie Faithful, I throw down the gold and loaded 
myself with goldsmiths’ ware, as much as I could rally. Then I 
went oil to the jewel-market and saw their the jewelleis seated in 
then shops, each with a tmy befnio him, full of all soils of piccious 
stones, jacinths and diamonds ami emeralds and bahitis rubies, niul 
so forth; but all Hie shop-keepers were stones ; who i« upon, 1 throw 
away the goldsmiths’ ware and ennied off as many jewels as I 
could rally,Handling that my brothers writs not with me,so they 
might lake wh.it they would oF those costly gems. Thou I JufL 
the jewel-nuuhot and weiiL on till I came Lo n gro.iL dom, quaintly 
gilded and deanaled after the fmicsl fashion, within whu h wcio 
wooden benches and in Lhu poich sat eunuchs and body-gunuls ; 
hoi semen, and footmen and officeis of police, c,u h and <u eiy inhed 
in the nchestof raiment; hut they we in allsLunes, I toui’lied one 
of them and his dollies euunbled away fiom hie body like cob¬ 
webs. Then I passed Lluough the door and saw <l palace without 
equal for its budding and the goodliness nf the works that woio 
theioin. Ifeie I found an audience-chamber, hill of (ii,unions tuul 
Wazirs and Officers and JCmus, Heated upon chans and oveiy one 
of them stone. Moieovei, f saw a iluoiie ol icd gold,! lusted with 
peaiIs aiul gems, and seated Lhcioon a son of Adam aiiayed in 
the most sumptuous raiment, and healing <m his head a Chessman 1 
crownj diademed with llm fine,tit stones that sluid a light like the 
light of day; but when 1 came up to him I found him stoma 
Tluin I wont on to Lho gate of the Jfatiin and cnleiing, found 
myself in the Queen’s picsenee-chanilHsi, wherein [ saw a Lluone 
ol red gold, inlaid wilh peails and gems, ami the Oilcan seated 
thereon. On hn head she worn a crown diademed with (inesL 
jewels, aiul round ahnuL her were women like, muons, seated upon 
chaiis and clad in lho most Kumptiious clothing of all rolmiis. 
There also the eunuehiy, with Llirii hands upon then biennis, 1 ' 
were standing in the attitude of sciviee, and indeed this hall 
confounded Lho belie ride is' wiLs wilh what was thciein of quaint 


r Arab 11 T.ij KHiawi/'Midi as was worn |jy tin; (Iidmui’*) Kiiiipi, vSeo 
vaL i. viii, 

2 1 fa mi 1 1 nr anil fat-Tinned Napoleonic pn^r, with lho in inn cmv.cd 
nvoi Uio hruiv.t, h Ihiuiigbrml Urn Past lho .unhide avaniird hy davit ami 
soi vai|it in pi cm 1 n oo of his mablui, Tliosu who scud 'UiiLiku to Anjilu-ludui 
slionUl rcnnmibm Llm. 
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gilding and rare painting and curious caLving and Hue furniture. 
There hung the most biilhanl lustres 1 of limpid clirysfcal, and in 
every globe 9 of the chiystal was an unique jewel, whose pi ice 
money might not fulfil. So I thiew down Lh:it which was with 
me, C) Vrincc of Tine Tclmveis, and fell to taking ot these jewels 
what I could cany, bcwildoicd as to whuL I should bear away 
ami what I should leave; fm indeed I saw the place as il weic 
a li casino of the treasuries of Lho cities, Presently I espiorl a 
wicked' 1 standing open mid within it a stun case : so I onLcrccI, 
and mounting ioity steps heaicl a luiman voice icciting the 
Kol an in a low tone, I walked lowmds that sound till I came 
to the main done hung with a Mlkon curtain, laced with wires of 
gold whereon wuio sluing pcails and coral and liihies and cut 
emeralds which gave forth a light like the light of stars, The 
voice came horn behind the an lain : so I lmsed it and discovered 
a gilded dooi, whose hoauLy anui/ed the mind. I passed through 
llie tkioi and found myself in a saloon as it were a hoard upon 
earth’s suifure, 1 and tlimein a gill as she were the sun shining 
fullest sheen in llm mrilh cil a sky an ream She was Lobcd in the 
(witlii'Kt nl i.iiinmit and clerked with ornaments the most precious 
that could hu, and withal she was of passing beauty and love¬ 
liness, a model of symmetry and ■ soomlineaK, of elegance and 
per loci glare, willi ward slcndoL and hips heavy and dewy lips 
«~,ich as heal Liu* sick and eydids lovely in their languor, as iL 
weie sin* <>l whom the snyor spake when he said :■— 

My best s.iUm to wluil that ioho enrobes of symmetry, » And what 
Hurl blooming garth of olreuk enguards of rosy blue: 

It Mionis as (hough the Pleiades depend upon her brow; » And ofhci 
light h nl Ni;;h( in knots upon her breast we see : 

Did slid but don a gaimenl weft of Uosr’s soUesl leaf, « The leaf of 
Komi would draw her blond * when pluckt that fruit from hcc ; 

i Amb. "TaYdilt " 1 1 an King lamps, often in Inn Loin shape with coloured 

hIhvi ami prohem ui'iLimoiiliifiim ; thu Mmoccnn rito now familiar to Itnglanil 
a Audi, " ludiah," lit a pot, kollle , it can luridly moan “an interval" 

\ TTks wielwt or sruall dnmway, usnuclally by the shift of a-gato or poital, 
is milt'd " Lho cyu of the noodle 1 ," anil oxplains Matt xi\, 2.\ and Kf>]an, vii 
itf In Uuj Knbhinio fmm nl tlus piovcih Lho camel becomes an elephant 
Kumo luivn pndmtod to rlungti llm Ivuianie Janurl («.unH) for Ilabl (cabla}, 
anil much higuiuiUy lias bren wasted by OhutUian coiiuuniliiloia on Maikx 
'jr )t am! J-uliti wiil. 

.| i c. ii "Kauv:” (enchanted luwmiy} usually hidden midcigiound hut 
njHMiod l>y a counter-spell and tiansfened to ninth's facts Tho reader will 
unto llsn goigonnsnius nf tliu picliuu 

i; Oiionl.il widen, Indian and Persian, as well as Arab, fay tfreat stress 
upon the extronns deheiuy of the stun of the fail ones. celebrated in theii 
mnU, omisimilky aUulmting to theii homines bodies so sensitive as to lu’onk 
with tlilliculLy Llm rotdact of tlui finest shift. Seveial ImUuiLCs of this will be 



3 So Alj Layhih zva Layla h. 

And did she cracho in Ocean’s Glcg, next Morn would sco a change n 
To sweeter than the honey cojijI) of what was luiiiy sea : 

And did she deign her favours giant to grey-board rdatf-eopropped * 
He'd wake and rend the linn's Jimlis for might and valiancy, 

Thou Abdullah continuedO Piinco of Tiuo ISditmus, ns sonn 
as I saw that girl, I fell pnssionnLely in lnve with Iicm , and going 
sliaight up to hej, found her scaled on a high couch, leriliug )>y 
heart and in grateful memory the “Boole of Allah, to Whom belong 
honour and glory 1 Her voice was like the harmony of the gates 
of Iloavcn, when Ri/wan oponcsth them, and the words came horn 
her lips like a hhenver of gouis; whilst hei face was with beamy 
(light, blight and blossom while, even as sfiiLh the poet of a similar 
sighL:— 

O Llion who gLiddniest man hy sptHicd] and liiiest quality; «. Ciimv 
longing and 1 opine for thee ami ^mw huyoml drgtro l 
In thee two tilings consume and melt the vntmies oi Love; * I lie 
ilulecL song of Ihivid joined u illi Joseph’-* lnillumcy, 

WJwii I home] her voice of melody loniing the sublime Kman, 
my luMit quoted hom hei killing g binms, " I Vaco, ;i woid hom 

fmnul in the piesont rollocHnn, and wo may i.tii ly -issnnir that the skill of ,ui 
Kaslevn beauty, undni thu iiillueiu r of rnnst.uiL sri lusitui ami tile umriniLling 
use of cosmetics and the balli, would in lime attain a pilcEi of dehracy and 
hcmsilivenc's.s Mich an would in some measure jLislify the seemingly oxh.i- 
vairant bUlouients nf Uidi pnriusd achimei's, of which the tullnwiiq' anecdote 
(quoted l>y Ihn KJiallik.ui hem the historian lil 'JVheih is a fair s.periinen, 
iVideslnv ihn lluUrk (Aitiwn ,es I ), the hist Sassnui.m knq; ei 1 ‘eisi.t (AJ). 
2_>fj-2.|2), having lenfj unsiimfv,hilly besieged K 1 Uedi, ,i shoiig uiy of 
Mesopotamia belonging in the prLLy Kin/.; Ks Mat noun, at last obtained 
possession of It hy the liraebeiy of tins owners, dnughhT Ncsthrli and mauled 
the latter, tins having been Hie price stipulated by her fin the hoLiayul in liim 
of Lius place, "It happened iifluiw.uds that, one Jiiglil, -is she wan unable 
ta sleep and turned timu tMv. to sulo in the lied, Aidoshu asked Uor wlui 
prevented lior hom hleupintf She ie plied, ' l uevei yet slept on a utuglut 
bod than this , I feel sonuiLbinif ii k me,' ilo ouleictl the bod Le lm rli.ui/jed, 
hut tdio was still mtaUo to sleep, Nest niDumijj, she complained of hei side, 
ancl on examination, a myille-Jeaf was found jidhriing in a fold oi tho skin, 
hom which it hud dniwn blend, Astonished at lliin < iinimsinnee, Aidt-uliii 
asked her if it was this LhrU had kept bn mvake, and nhn lepliutl m Llm .dtiiniu- 
live 1 Jtciw then , 1 asked he, 4 did your father bunj{ you up ? ’ Mho m rave us I, 

1 Ho spread me a bed of satin, anil clad mu in silk, anil led mo with mat row 
and QUMiii and the lvmey of viigiu liras, iuid g.ivu me jmi'o wine le dunk’ 
Quolh Aulusbui, 1 The, suuc lchun wluch you made ytuu UlhiM (m Ins kind¬ 
ness would lie made much moie leadily to me', ,uirl bade hind hei by the luui 
in din tail of si hoisn, which galloped ufl vdih her and killed hei " h will hr 
lonmmbeied that Lilt? tine pun< rs L i, in the well-known Lmumi popul.u tale, h 
(liseovmcd liy n sinulu lncklniL Lo that of Lho inyrllr-lrub I quote Hint r\< nl* 
leni note fiom Mi. Payne fix, 148), only iqppuing llut annotation did not 
entei into Inn pkin of pindncing TLie Ni;;lils Aiiuuiipit Ilmdn sloiy-lellri 11 n 
nlicnonlon«il softness of the rikm Is i\fuu tottwtun . see Vikuuu and tUo Vamplvo 
(p “Of ihc rmuvcMims delicacy of thru nnmis"), ami Ihn Tale of the 
Syliaute lie idfaircrt to in the lines ^rven abovn 
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a compassionating Loid 1M ; but I stammered 1 in my speech and 
could not say the snlam-salutation aiiglit, for my mind and sight 
woio confounded and I was become as saith the bard;— 

Lovu-loiigiiig urged me riot except to trip in speech o’er lice; « Nor, 
save to shed my Wood 1 parsed the campmout's bmindaiy : 

I ne'er will hoar a woul from those who love to iail, but I « Will testify 
to love of him with cvoiy mud of mo 

Then I hmdelicti myseirnyauisL the honors of 1 opine and said to 
Itoi, “The Peace be upon thee, O noblo Lady and treasured jewel! 
Allah gi'Utl eudimuiee In the foundation of thy fortune fair and 
upraise the pillnis of thy gloiy lain I n Raid she, t{ And upon thee 
fiom me bo the Teuco and sulutaLion and high honour, 0 Abdullah, 
O win of bV/dl l Well ccrnic and welcome and fair welcome to 
(.hue, O doarling mine and coolth of mine cyne I" Rejoined I, 
"O my lady, whence woitest thou my name and who art thou 
and what case bedell the people of this city, that they aic become 
stones? I would have thee lull mo the tnith of the mailer, foi 
indeed T am admit ing aL this city and its citizens and Lhat I have 
found none alivo Iheiein save thyself. So Allah upon Lheo, teli 
me the cause ut all this, acetuding to the LiuLh l " Quoth she, 
c< Sit, O Abihillali, and Inshnllah, I will talk with thee and 
acquaint time in full with the fads of my case and of this place 
and its people; and tluno is uu Majesty anti there is iu> Might 
save in Allah, the (ilorious, the Gicall M So I sat me down by 
hoi side and sins said Lo mo: - Know, O Abdullah (may Allah 
have unary <m then)), dint 1 am the daughter of the King of this 
city and that iL n my siir whom tliou s.iwcsl seated on the high 
KlfMd in the ])jwan, and those who me imincl about him weiu the 
houls of his land and the Guards of his nuipciy. lie was a 
King of exceeding xUowess tiud had muter his hand a thousand 
thousand and sixLy thousand tronpeis. The number of the 


1 *« (y,) lmlciiil joyous i\n day aiw die ptsipte of Pauulhe in Lh&h 
employ, (30) In shadr 1 ., on Initial winches reclining they and then wives. 
(SV) In mis have Uu v y thmiln amt whaKi they dtvihe, (5H) 1 Pc ago t 1 shall hu 
a wind /rout a nniijiiV.sion.ilmg Lord" Koran, xxwi. 55-58, tlio famous 
" YVv which mo-.I educalvd Moslems haw a hylitiau Sue vol. ih 
o\\\ii. In addiuon In the proof) thereulieicil that the Moslem pAiodiso 
is not wholly \ may « J Mo nml woLtKli wlut couLlU of tluseye^ K 

1 Ciin vet I (for U10 good) in ivroinpomo of ihoii waits M (Km an, kx. 17), iTliu 
I’.Uiulv.e of4s\iii\g, thinking, and copukuhig was inounluid solely to the lias'T 
soi t o( IniiiMiiuy, which can umloi stand and appioeuito only the plcasuics of 
ihc. ttwiii lo talk of sphltwil joy 1 * Ivifme tlm IhuUwin would have Ijqgu a 
i/wM.m, even as it would be: Lo llui inuglai of our gieid cities 

Audi '■ l /ijluj/' UL mlLmg anything round tlio mouth when esaiug,, 
heme *»penlcnig IimiU cululoly, bring Um«iu»-Ueil p blulloimg, etc. 
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Emits of lus Empire was fotn'-muUtwenty thousand, .ill of them 
Governors a ml J)ign italics. Tie was obeyed by a thousand cities, 
besides towns, hamlets and villages , rind sconces and citadels, and 
the Emirs 1 * 3 of the wild Aial)S nndei Ills hand weuj a thousand in 
number, each commanding Lwonly thousand hoi sc. Moreover, 
he had moneys and li casinos and piocious stones and jewels and 
tilings of pi ire, such as eye novel saw noi of which car evet 

heard,-And Shuhra/ad peirei\rd the dawn of day and ceased 

saying her pci milted say. 

jraolu tuftm d hint* Hjr Jl^inr Ibirniurt anti JiXgfjt, 

She said, XL hath icurhed mo, O auspicious King, that Urn 
Vxinciw, daughter Lo the Kmft of the Slono-ciiy, thus con- 
tmLied ,— V01ijy, O Abdullah, my folJiei had moneys mid hoards, 
such as eye never saw and of which eat novel hoard. lie used to 
ilcbel Kings and do to death champions and I naves 111 luLLJe and 
in the field of light, so llul tho ('onquoi ms feaied him and Lhu 
CInwioes ,J hum 1 »lud Uioim,elves Ln him. inn all this he was a 
niiscicanl in cieod, asuiluug to Allah paidnoiship, and adming 
idols, instead of Lhe Enid of woisliip; and all lus Li oops wot o of 
images fain in lion of the All-knowing Sovereign, One day of Lho 
days as I10 sal on the thionc of his Kingship, compassed about 
with the CiisLiuloos of his lealm, suddenly them <anm in Lo him a 
Personage, whose hue illumined the whole Diwaii with its light. 
My father looked at him and saw him edad in .1 gai h of green, 0, 
tall nC stature and with hands that reached he neat lx lus knees, 
J lu was of icivcunul aspccL and awesome, and lhe light 4 * shone from 
his face. Said he Lo my sire, “ <) tebel, O idoJatm, how long 
wilt thou take piido in worshipping idols and abandoning I ho 
soivice of the All-knowing King? Sayd lustily that Ilium 
is no god ImL the God and that Mohammed is Jits servant and 
Ilis messengoi. And embrace Al-Islam, thou and lliy liiho; 
and pul away from you Lhe woisliip of idols, ioi they noillun 
sufhco man's need imr intercede, None is xvoishiplul save 
Allah alone, Who tamed up the, heave ms without columns, and 


1 The classical M rUyliueVm, 11 wlin had rluign of tVm htulavvin, 

a '^Tho JaUlbnah " (s'hmL-iuJwsof hyiiu) andlho M AliiWiiLli"(riu»sinwr 
Kings 01 Pci si a). 

3 This bhovrs («uul we itic jnesently told) that ilui mliudui was AI hlil/i, 
Uni 11 CJieen lhuphut," fni whom lasi vol, iii night t cciv, 

4 if. ufsalvation, MgToiird lo i.uliatc huiu all Piophub, especially 110111 

Mohammed 
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spread out the cailhs like carpels, in mercy to His creatines. 1 " 
Quoth my father, 11 Who ait thou, O man, who icjectest Lhc 
woishipof idols, that thou sayesl thus? FcaLc&L Lhou not that 
Lho idols will be wioLli with thee ? ,p Mo leplied, “ The idols aLC 
stones; then anger cannot piejudicemenoi Ihoir favom profil me, 
So do Lhou scL in my piesencu thine idol winch Lhou adoiest and 
bid all thy folk bung each his imago: and when they ulo all 
pioseiil, do ye pi ay them to be wiotli with me and I will piay my 
Mold to be wioth with Lhom, and yc bliall descry Lhc difference 
between the angci of Lhc cieature and Lhul of the Chcatoi. F01 
your idols, yo fashioned them yom solves and Lhc Sabins chul them- 
hid\ os Lhoiowiih as with clothing, and they it is who spake to you 
fiom within the hollies of Lho images , 3 for your idols are made 
and the uuikci is my God Lo Whom naught is impossible. An 
lhc Tine appeal to you, do yo fallow it, and if the False appear 
to you do ye leave * h.” Cued they, H Give 11 s a proof of thy god, 
Lliat wo may sen it"; and quotli he, “Give me pioof of your 
gods." So the King bade every one who woishipped his Lord in 
nnage-foiin to luing it, and all the annics bioughL their idols Lo 
Lhc Diwan, Thus fined iL with Ihcm ; buL as foi me, I was 
silting belli lid a cm Lain, whence I could look upon my ftiLlici's 
Liwan, and I had an idol of emoiald whoso bigness was as the 
liigness of a son of Adam. My father demanded it, bo I sent it 
lo lho ]>iwan, whoie Lhoy sot il down beside that of my she, 
which was of jacinth, whilst the Waair’b idol was of climnojid 
As foi those of the Grandees and Notables, some were of balass- 
uiby ami some of rrunelian, olheiR of coral or Comotiii aloes- 
wood and yol oLlicra of ebony oi silver 01 gold; mid each hud 
his own idol, after (he im»asuio of his competence; whilst 4 ho 
idols of the common solclim and of the people weie some of 


1 Ibis Lunula, which has occnvuitl hem lhc beglnnlna (vol, i. 1) is 
Whonlldlly Jxoiauk*’ aim CluipL, li. iH-iy and Jhnsrn, 

a 'tills luck of lho piliist hidden within U10 iiniijjo ni«iy dale from (lie days 
of lho vocal Munmnn, anil was a favourite in India, esp at Lho sluJno of 
henumnlh (Sonu-iuUlij, lho Muon-god, Alergads Aphrmhlc, etc. 

i And*. " Alnuif. ' - I Gr. Adunms, In opposition to lho learned ox- 
Pnjkv.tu 1 W.ihkulync l hold lliat llm culling of llio diamojid h of veiy ancienl 
dato, Mr \V. M Flhnkua PcAvio (Thu Pyramid?; and Temples of Gw.ah, 
Louden. Field and Tuur, i«H|) whosu sliulios lmve llioiongfeily demolished 
lho fu’iiks anil unfacta, the fads mid fancies, of (he "ryiamidihh.'Luul who 
may 1m said to have laiml nuMMiionumt to the mnk of a fine art, behoves 
dial die JCiii ilio hlnlmss of old JCgypl, such us that of Klinfu (Cheops) in Lhc 
JhiUk Museum, wise (hilled by means of dianiDiuIs. Allienirus lolls us (lib v.) 
Dial (Lin Indians himight pirarls and dunionds !<» die pioecsslon of Ptolemy 
VhdvuUdphus; and this cuUing, ns nulliing c%ui ho less ornamental 

limn lho much L stiuiu. 



384 A If Lay hi h wa Lay la h. 

granite, some of wood, some of polLcuy and some of uuul; and 
all were of vmicms hues., yellow and icd, giccn, black and wlriLe. 
Tlion said Hie Poison ago to jny siro, ,l Pi ay yom idol and those 
idols to be wiotli with me." So they aliened the idols in a Diwim, 1 
selling my fritlici's idol on a cluiu of gold at the upper oiul, 
Avtlli mine by its side, ami ranking the others nuii according 
to the conrliLion of him who owned iL and worshipped it- Then 
my fatliei aioso and prostrating himself to his own idol, said 
to it, u O my god, thou ait the bountiful land, urn is them 
among Lho idols a greater than thyself. Tlum knowoftt that 
this person coineth to mo, ;iLLac,king Lhy dhiniLy mid making 
mock of thee; yea, he givouelicLli that ho hath a god sUmigor 
than thou and oideielh us leave adoring thee and admu Jus god. 
So bo thou wialh with him, O my god 1 " And lie wont cm Lo 
supplicate tlie idol; bul the idol lelmiied him no reply iioilhm 
bespoke him with might of speech ; u hereupon qunLli lui, ,f O 
my god, Lhis is not of thy wont, fm Uum nsodsl Lo answer mo when 
I addressed thee, flow comelli it LbaL l see thee sileuL and 
speaking not ? AiL thou unheeding in asleep' 1 ? Awake I ,sm roui 
me and speak to mol" And ho shrink iLv/hU his hand; but il 
spnko not neither stiued fiom its stead. Thmuipon quoth the 
l^rsonago, u Wind siiletli Lhirn; idol tliat it speukrlh noL?” and 
quOth the King, rc Wo Hi inks hn is absent-minded or asleep, 0 
liKclaimud tluiolhoi, <f O enemy of Allah, how oumU thouwmship 
a god that spuakolh not nor avatlolh unto aught, ami noL worship 
my fjod, Who Lo prryois deigns assent and Who is aver pi a,scut 
and novel .ibscnL, miiLhri unheeding noi sleeping, Whom coin 
jiicturci m\y not v/eeu, Who cvwtU ,\ud is not sum \ww\ Who ovci 
all things toironu is uninipoLnnL? Thy gml is pmveiless and 
cannoL guaicl iLself Oom Jimm ; and indeed a stoned Hulun had 
clothed himself Llieiewilh an with a rout tliat he; might dekmeli 
lliee and delude time. I hit now hath its devil dquiled; so do 
Lliou worship Allah ami testify llinL thuin is no god but lie, and 
that none is worshipful nm w msliip-wm Hi lint I liimielf; neither 
is Llu i us any good lint Ilia good. As leu this thy god, it e.umoL 

i tjn. ns i[ they weir holding a 11 Jkului"; the King's uM u\ the S.uh 
Vi [>Jaco ofUommr, ami lho mlicci mni'cil about it in Hum' mivui d miAs 

« Tlu*sa wcmls .110 piolwibly hoiiowccl horn lho laimt'i nl !■ Iij.ili In Mu* 
jii'ioslh of Jkial (1 KinjfiJ Aviii. uy). Dnlli Jrw L i inul Moslem'. > v 1M11 11 y i/;mnnt 
lho piopor lisa of Lho image nr ulnl, wliidi was lo uetve as a idhluh 01 
diicciioii of piftym autl im object upon which to eojireulmle Dirnig III, and 
looSut only lo lho filnvju of Lho ignnbilo vul/jiv. who helim-ril in iK minovle 
ircwmis. CluistiMulom has pnjHSn.U^U lho ilv.pwko . Huninni'im .lIIivh ‘ 4 ,Uni-, 
and plenum, Gicok mlLoiloxy piauwvt aiul mil sUiUiwts mul lho so 1 ailed 
l'rnLe,mm r.m onsei liollr 



No. 52. 

Abdullah bin Fazil and his Brothers. 

“ So they aligned the idols in a Diwan, setting 
my fa til el's idol on a chair of gold at the upper 
end ... he wenL up to the idol and dealt it a 
cuff on the neck, that it fell to the ground, -where¬ 
upon the King waxed wrath." 
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waul oft hint fiom it; so how shall iL ward off haim from thee ? 
See with thine own eyes its impotence . 11 So sayings he went up 
to the idol and dealt it a cuff on the neck, that it fell to the 
ground; wheicupon tho King waxed wioth and ciied to the by- 
stamhuK, (l This fLcnvaicl atheist hath smitten my god. Slay 
hiinl JI vSo they would have niisen to smite him, luiL none of them 
could stir fiom his place. Then he piopimndctl to them Al-Islam; 
hut they lcfusud to become Moslems and he said, "I will show yon 
the wniLli of ruy Larch ' 1 2 OuolliLhey, "Let us seoUl 11 So lie spread 
out his hands and said, M C) my God and my Lord, Thou art my 
stay and my hope; answer Thou my piaycr against these lovd 
folk, who eat of Thy good and woiship othei gods. 0 Thou tho 
Tiulh, O Thou of All-might, O Crealin of Day and Night, I beseech 
Thee to turn these people into stones, foi Thou ait the Puissant not 
is aught impossible to Thee, and Thou ovei all Lhings art omni¬ 
potent I M And Allah Uausfonued the people of this city into 
stones; hut, as for me, when I saw Lhe manifest proof of Ilia deity, 
I submitted myself to Him and was saved bom that which befell 
tho lest. Then Lhe Personage drew nutu me and said, "Felicity 1 
was foie-mdained of Allah ro thee and in this a pm pose had He/ 
And he weuL on Lo instinct me, and 1 took unto him the oath and 
covenant . 1 I was then seven years of age, and am now tliuly 
years old. Then said I lo him, li O my lord, all that is in the city 
and all Us ciLizons are become stones by thine effectual prayei, 
and I am saved, foi that I embraced A 1 -Islam al thy hands. 
Wheiefoie thou art become my Shaykh; so do Lliou toll me thy 
name, and succour me with thy security, and provide me with 
provision wlicicon I may subsist." Quoth he, “My name is 
Abu al-'Abbas nl-Khizr," and he planted mb a pomegranate-lieu, 
which foithlight grew up and foliaged, flowered and fruited, and 
bate one pmuegianafce; whereupon quoth he, “LaLof that whet o- 
with Allah the Almighty piovidcth Lhee, and woiship Him with 
the worship which is Ilis duo/ Then he taught me Lhe tenets of 
Al-Islam and Lhe canons of piaym and tho way of worship, together 
wiLh the ujcital of the Koran, and I have now woislnppcd Allah 
in this place tin ce-and-l wen Ly yeais. Each day the Lreoyioldelh me 
a pomegianate, which I eat, and it bustnuic thine fiom tide to tide; 
and evuy Friday, AL-lCluzi; (upon w limn be tho Peace 1 ) conic th 


1 Arab. tl S.i’AclaU "e=-woildly pmipai ity and futine happiness. 

2 Arab " Al-’Alid wa ul-MrnV tii*i liotli pledged butwnen the Murid or 
[ipjuomiee-Dai way<ih and thu ShayUi or MasUir-Darwayah binding the former 
lo implicit ohsilionoo, etc. 
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to me,and J lis lie who acqiuiinlticl me with thy name and gave me 
the glad tidings of tliy soon coming hither, saying to me, "When 
lie shall coilig to thee, onlicat him with lionoui and obey his 
bidding and gainsay him iiqL; but ho thuu to him wife and he shall 
lie to thee man, and wend wiLh him whithciso lie will / 1 So when 
I saw thee 1 knew thee, and such is the sLmy of tins city and of its 
people, and the Ponce I Then she showed me the poinogiimuLc- 
tieCj whereon was one giamulo, whitli she took, and eating 
one-half theioof herself, gave mo the other to cat, and never 
did T taste aught MveoLei 01 more s.ivouiym more satisfying than 
that poinegianate. Artur this, J said to hoL, <f Ait them content, 
even as Lhc Shaykh Al-Kbwi < lunged lliee, Lo homy wife and take 
mo to mate; and ait Llinu teady Ln go with me Lo my own nminliy 
and abide with 1110 in the city of Uassmah?” She lcplicd, “Yes, 
Inshallali; an iL please Almighty Allah. I heathen Lo thy wind 
and obey Ihy best wit limit gainsaying. 1 ' Then I made a binding 
covenant wilii tier, and she cailied jno into hut (athei’s Lie.mmy, 
whence wo took what we could cany, and going hath that uly, 
walked 011 till we came (o my brolluus, whom I fomid snatching 
tor me. They asked, “Wheto hast thou been? Indeed Lliou liasL 
Lamed long from us, and om heaits weiu tiouMed fui Lhoe. 1 ' And 
the eapLain of the ship said Lo me, lf O meieliant Abdullah, the 
wind hath been fail foi us this gieat while, and thou husL hindered 
uy bom setting sad." Ami 1 answried, “There is no I1.11 in in 
that; oiL-Limes slow 1 is suit?, and my absence hath \vt ought us 
lmughL but advantage, for indeed then? hath bclidod inti llierein 
Lhe attainment of mu hopes, and (ind-gilted in ho who said:— 

I weet not, whenas to :l land I hue * In quest ui good, wliut I shall 

ihoLO obtain; 

Or gain I fans with solo elesue to seek ; * Or lost, that srekoLh mo when 

.seek I gain. 

Then said I Ui them, “Sue what liaLh fallen lo imp in this mine 
absence," and displayed to Llioin all that was with me of tuMsunv; 
and told them wluit 1 had beheld in the City at Stone, adding, 

II Had yo hoatkeued lo me and gone with mu, ye had gotten of 
these things gieat gain,"- - And Shalua/atl peiecimt the dawn 
of day and teased Lo say hei peinuLLed say. 

i Aiah 11 T.ifildni' " lit |inslpiHU iarnl p jiml nuMiiing lining wllli ileliheia- 
lum sis opposed te " Ajal" |Ltu.,iii) ( piviipilnle tieliun comluiiinud in ilio Km an 
(hv, jll) 
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She continued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that 
Abdullah bin Fuzil said to his shipmates and to his two brothers, 

*' Had ye gone with me, ye had gotten of these things greaL gain." 
But they said, ,f 33 y Allah, had we gone, we had not dared to go 
in to the King of the city!" Then I said to my biolheis, “No 
Ilium shall befall you, for that which I have will suffice us all, 
and this is our lot, 1 " So I divided my booty into four parts 
acrouHng to ournmnber, and gave one to each of my hi others, and 
to I he Captain, taking the foiuth for myself, setting aside some¬ 
what for Hie scl van Is and sailors, who icjoiecd and blessed met 
and all were content, with what I gave them, save my biothers 
who changed countenance and rolled their eyes, I perceived 
IhaL lusL of June had gotten hold of Lhcm both ; so I said to them 
"() my Inollieis, mcLliinketh whaL I liayc given you doth not 
satisfy you but we arc biolheis and there is no didcicncc between 
ns. My good and yoma are one and the same thing, and if I die 
none will inhciil of me bill you." And I wont on to soothe them. 
Thun I bmo the Piinouss on board the galleon and lodged her 
in the cabin, where I sent her somewhat to eat, and we sal talking, 

I and my luollieis. Said they, “O our brothel, what wilt thou do 
with that damsel of sun passing beauty ?" And I leplied , 11 1 mean 
to con Li act nuiumge with her ass soon as I reach BussoraU and 
maleu i\ splendid wedding and go in to her there." Kxclnimed 
one of them, 11 O my brother, vciily, Lins young Jady excelleth in 
beauLy and loveliness, and the love of bci is fallen on my heart; 
'whcLofoie 1 desiits that thou give her Lo me and I will espouse 
her." And the other ciied, “I too desire this: give her to me, 
that I may espouse herd 1 ' f< 0 my hiothcis,"answered 1, 11 indeed 
she look of me ail oath and a covenant that I would marry her 
myself; so if I givo her to one of you, I shall be false to my oath 
and Lo Lhe covenant between me and her, and haply she will be 
biokeu-heailcd, for she came noL with me but on condition that I 
many luu. So huw can I wed her to other than myself? As for 
youi both loving lieu, I love her moie than you twain, for she is 
my lieasmo- trove, and as for my giving hei to one of you, that is 
.a thing which Jiuiy not be. Bui if we icach Ikissoiahin safety, I 
will look you ouL two girls of the best of the damsels of IJassorahj 

i i i! 1 liavis ha,Hi lucky enough to geL Lhit>, and we will sliaio it funonghl us. 

XI 11 2 
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and demand Lhem for you in maningc mid pay llie dower of my 
own moneys and make one wedding and we will all llueo go in to 
our Inkles on the same night. But leuvoyu this damsel, fur she is 
of my poilion," They held Llieii peace, and I thought they were 
content wiLh lliaL which I had said. Then we fared on wauls for 
Ikissoiah, mul cwoiy day T sent her rnent and dtinU; butsheumm 
not foilli of the cabin, whilst I slept between my biotlnus on deck. 
We sailed Unis foidy days, till we sighted Bassoiali city and 
icjmced that we weteccuue ueai it. Now I hulled in my hioLUeis 
ami was at my ease with thorn, foi none knowctli the hidden luLme 
save Allah the MosL High ; so 1 lay down tc) sleep that night; LuiL, 
as I abode dtowned in slumber, I suddenly fouud myself caught 
up by Lliese my brothci'S, one seizing me by the legs and the other 
by the aims, loi they had taken c-cumsoi together to cliown mein 
thoscnfoi the sake of Lhe damsel. When 1 saw mysrll in then 
hands, T said to them, “O my Inotheis, why clo ye this with me?" 
And they implied, M Ul-biml that thou ait, will tlmu h.utor our 
alfeotion for a gilt? we will cast thee into the sea because of 
this." So saying, they threw me ovethoaul. (Ileus Abdullah 
tinned to Lhe dogs and said U> ihom , 11 Is this that I have said hue, 
O my biothers, or not?" and they bowed their hands and tell n- 
wliining, as if con fuming his speech; whereat the Caliph wondmed.) 
Then Abdullah lusuiuod:—O Commander of the TailliUd, when 
they throw me into the sea 1 sank to the boLtum; but the water 
bom mo up again to Llio surface, and before I could think, behold, 
a gieal bird, the bigness of a man, swooped down upon me and 
snatching me up, flew up with mo into uppoi ah. I fainted, and 
when I opened my eyes 1 found myself m a slroiig-pillaied place, 
a high-builded palace, adoinoil with m.iguilimiL paintings and 
pendants of gems of all shapes and hues. Tlieirin were damsels 
standing with their hands crossed over thou breasts and, behold,in 
Llicit midst was a lady seated on a Uuono ol led gold, sot with 
peails and gums, and clad in apparel wluueon no limit jl might 
open his eyes, for the lustre ot the jewels whcLuvvilU they worn 
decked. About hoi waist slits woic a giidlo of jrwehs no money 
could pay their worth, and on her head a Lhioo-lnld liarn claying 
LhoughL and wit and dazzling ho;ut aud sight. Then the biul 
which had cniicd mo thiLlier shook, and became a young huly 
blight as sun raying light. I lixed my eyes on luir and behold, it 
was she whom I had seen in Simla 1 foiiu cm tho mountain and bad 
rescued from tho dmgnn which bad wound iLs tail aioinul hoi, 
Then said to hor the lady who sat upon the throne, n Why 
hast Ihou hiougliL hithei tins nioilal?" and she replied, « O my 
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mother, this is he who was the means of veiling my lion0111 1 2 among 
the maidens of the Jinn . 11 Then quoth she to me, “ Knowest thou 
who I mu ? 11 and quoth I, 41 No/' Said she, “ I am she who was 
on such a mountain, where the black dragon stiavc with me and 
would have forced my honour, buL thou slowest him.” And I 
wiid, " I saw but a while snake wilh a dragon." She rejoined, 
41 ’Tis I who was the white snake ; but I am the daughter of the 
Red King, Sovran of the Janu, and my name is Sa’ldah* She who 
sitlelh there is my moLhei and her name is Mubtirakah, wife of the 
Rod Kmg. The black dragon who attacked me and would have 
done aw.iy my honour was Wazir to Lho Black King, Darfif by 
name, and he was foul of favoui. It chanced thaLhe saw me aud 
fell in love with me ; so lie sought me in maiiiagoof my sire, who 
sonL to him to say, 41 Who art Llion, O semn of Wazirs, that 
thou fihoulilsL wed with Kings’ daughters ? 11 Whereupon he 
was wioLh, and awaie an oath that he would assuredly do away 
my honour, to spite my father. Then he fell to tiaching my 
steps and following me whithersoever I went, designing to 
lavish mo; whcLefore Ihcie befell between him and my paient 
mighty fierce wais and bloody j L us, but my sire could not pievail 
against him, for that ho was iieic’e as fuuullul, and as often ns 
my fiithei pressed Imrcl upon him and seemed like to conquer 
ho would escape fumi him, till my sue was at his wits' end. 
Kveiy day I was foiced to lake new form and line ; foi, as often as 
I assumed a shape, lie would assume its contrruy, and io whatsoever 
laud I Hod he would snuff my fragrance aud follow me thither, 
so that I suJfoLcd sore affliction of him. Ai hist I took 
Lho form of a snake and boLoolc myself to the mountain whcia 
Lima sawesL me; whereupon he changed himself to a dragon and 
jho, IjJJ I foJl inlo his hands, when he strove iwih we aud 
I st niggled with him, till Jieweaucd me and mounted me, meaning 
to luivc Ins lustful will of me: but thou earnest and smoLcsl him 
wiLh the stone and slewesL him. Then I lelurned to iny own 
shape and showed myself to thee, saying:—I am indebted to thee 
for a service such as is not lost save with the son of adulterySo, 
when I saw Lhy In others do with llicio Ibis treachery and Ihiow 
Uieo into the sea, I hastened to thee and saved thee from destruc¬ 
tion, and now honour is due to Lhrc from my mother and my 
ialhir.” 'Hum she said to the Queen, ,f O my mother, do thou 


1 / c, of Miing 1110 Horn being lavished 

2 s.l’kUIi lln; iUhpK'unn (fom ) * MuMtaltnli-dic blessed ; both names 
showing iIlilI Lhe luMiei'i weie T\lO'ilenifih , ». 

j Hu* I) isu-Ijiun, fuJin uhoin lu-»u deeds may be expected*. 
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honoui him as dcscrvcth ho who saved my vhtuo.” So tho 
Queen said Lo me, f< Welcome, O menial! Indeed thou hnst done 
us a kindly deed which mouleth honour." LiesentLy she oidoiod 
me a ticnsurc-siiit , 1 wot Lh a mint of money, find stoio of gems mid 
piccious stones, and said, "Take him and cany him in to the 
King.” Accoidingly, they cat tied me in to the King in his Diwan, 
wheie I found him sealed on his Lhiono, with his Mauds and 
guards before him ; and when I saw him my sighL was blent for 
that winch was upon him of jewels ; hut when ho saw mo, lie lose 
to his feel and all his offiteis rose also, to do linn wmsliip. Then 
he saluted jug and welcomed me and unhealed me with the 
utmost honour, and gave mo oC that which was with him id good 
things; aftei which lie said lo some of his followers, “Take him 
and enuy him hack to my daughlor, that she may iu«d,mo him Lo 
the placn whence she bioughl him." So they ran ird me back Lo 
tins Lady Su’idah, who look me up aud Hew away with mu and 
my Ireasmos. On thiswise laird it with me mid Ihr Piiucrss; 
but ns lOgaids the captain of the galleon, he was amused |>y the 
Splash of my Jail, when my IhoLIutk cnsl me inLo (lie sea, and 
said, “ WliaL isthriL which haLh fallen uvrihoaid ? ” Whrirupnn 
my brothers fell Lo weeping ami healing of hi muds and irplied, 
“ Alas, for our hi other’s Joss I He thought lo do his need uvoi 
the ship’s side'* and foil into the walei J " Then Uiny laid thou 
]Kinds on my good, but Ihcne hrlcll dispute between them because 
of Lliedamsel, each saying, M Nunc shall have Inn* buL ] *” And they 
abode jangling and wrangling each wilh nLliei and leiurmhiTed 
not their bioUier hol his diowning ami thoii mourning lor him 
ceased. As they were thus, behold SViilah alighted with mo in 
the midst of the galleon, — And Sliahi'azad piaecivod the dawn 
of day ancl ceased saying her pouuiUod say. 


jRota tolicn (i mu (fir JRIac lbuntircK milr iCijibfjn Ml}) JMfllih 

Sho put sued, It hath reached ine, 0 auspicious King, tliaL 
Abdullah bin l'V/il continued, " As they won thus, behold, 
Sa'idah alighted with me m the midsL of the galleon, and when 
my luothciB saw me, they emluaeed me and lejoiml in mu, 
saying, Cl O our brother, how hast thou iaied in that which held l 


i Aiah M Ikullat Kunii/iyali " - miHi a dirn in would hr found in 
enchanted hoards (Kiniiu). r/j, I'ijiko I'aacilm/.y’'! diamond j,u1o,i 

'* The lioi c/'ciitATirf in Hnslrrn rnifui is usually a woodm < or ii.imi'- 
weak f.istrmal miiude- llm gunwale, voy cKjaidyJuit m lonl msdlin vary 
unuimfui table and even dangeicms. 
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tliee ? Indeed oui hearts have been occupied with thee," Quoth 
Sa’idiili, " Ilad ye any haarb yearnings for him 01 had ye loved 
him, ye had 110L casL him into the soli; but choose yc now what 
d&tlh yc w/W die.” Then she seized 011 them and wouid have shun 
them; but they ciied out saying, “ In lliy safeguard, O our 
hioLher I " Thereupon I interceded and said to her, "I claim of 
thine honoui not to kill my brothers." Quoth she, ■« Theie is no 
help but I slay them, for they are traitors." ] 3 ut I ceased not 
to speak her fair and conciliate her Lilt she said, " To content thee* 

I will not kill them, but 1 will enchant them . 11 So saying, she 
In ought out a cup and filling it wilh sea-water, pronounced over it 
Avoids that might not bo understood; then saying, “Quit this 
human shape for the shape of a dog,” she sprinkled them with 
the waLur, and immediately they weie trails mewed into dogs, as 
llion seojit thorn, O Victu of Allah. (Wheieupoii he turned to the 
dogs and said to them," Have I spoken the tiuth, O mybiotheis ? M 
And they hawed their heads, as they would say, 11 Thou hast 
spoken sooth.”) Al this lie continued-—-Then she said to those 
who woie in Lhe galleon Know ye that Abdullah bin Fazil here 
pu'svnl is heroine wy brother and 1 sh:i J 1 him once or twice 
ovciy day ■ so whoso of you ciosseth him ol gamsiiyolli his 
bidding or doth him hull with hand ol Longue, I will do with him 
even as I have done with these L\vo tiaiLois and bespell him to a 
dog, and I10 shall end liis days 111 that foirn, nor shall he find 
deliverance." And they ah said Lo her, " O our lady, we ate his 
skives and his scivauts every one of us and will not disobey him 
in aughlT Moreover, she said to me, * When Ihou earnest to 
Lhissoiah, examine all thy property, and if L hurts lack aught theie- 
of, tell hie .iiiil I will bung it lo thee, in whose hands and in what 
place soever iL may be, and will change him who took it into a 
dog. \Vheii thou hast magazined thy goods, clap a collai 1 of 
wood on Liu* neck ot each of these two traitors and lie them to the 
leg of a couch and shut them up by themselves. Moreover, eveiy 
night, at midnight, do thou go down to Lhcm and beat each of 
them a bout till he swoon away ; and if thou differ a single night 
i<? pivot ii'jiJwul bailing them, i will conic to Lhce and drub thee a 
sound drubbing, uftei which I will huh them,” And I unsweied, 

1 Ainb "(Umll," ft colhu of iioii or nthui 111eL.il sometimes made to 
iCMunliln tlio Chinese K/aoi Caii^iie. .1 Kind of ambulant |dU01 y, solving like 
lUu old uiucKs which still show m ltiigland llm vctei is vestigia inria. See 
J>uvK " Tim ClniKHO," 1. 2 [i. Accoiclmg to Al-Siyuli {p 3O2) the Caliph Al- 
MuUwaldul oidtsiod Urn Christian 1 ! Lo weiu these Gliulls lound the neck, 
yellow hecid-KtMi' stud giulles, lo 11 w wooden sunups, and la place figiuci of 
devils ImloHiWii houses. The wiitoi of the Nights picscntly changes Ghull 
la 41 cl nuns " and " ielUns of iion. M 
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»* To hear is Lo obey , 11 Then said -she, 11 Tic them up with ropes 
till Lhou conic to ] 3 assorah.' p So I Lied a ropes about oacli clod’s 
nude and lashed them to the must, and she went hei way, On 
th(. mm tow we enteuid Unssornh aiul the merchants canio ouL In 
meet me and sainted me, and no one of them cnquiicd of my 
biolheifi. Ihil they looked at tlio dogs and said to me, “Ho, 
Such-and htirli , 1 what wilt thou do with those two dogs lhou hast 
biought with thee ? " (JuoLh I, “ I toaiod them on this voyage 
and have biought them home with me," And they laughed at 
them, Knowing not that they wine my broLhoia. When 1 toadied 
my house I put the twain hi a closcL and busied mysidf all that 
night with Lhe unpacking ami disposition of lho bales of stuffs and 
jewels. Moieovn, Lhe mcudianls wun wiLli mo, being minded Lo 
offer me the salnm; wbeiefoie I was occupied willi them and 
forgot to bent ilia dogs or chain them up. Then without doing 
them aught of hurt, I lay clown to sleep, but suddenly and un¬ 
expectedly thine camo Lo mo lho lied King’s daughtei Sa’idali 
and said Lo mo, "Did I not bid Lime clap chains mi then nodes and 
give each of them a bout of beating ? M So saying, she seized me, 
and pulling out u whip, Hogged nio till I Jaiulrd away, ,-lILol winch 
she went Lo the place whom my bioLheitf wcie, and with the Maine 
scourge beat Ihem both till they came, nigh upon death, Thru 
said she to me, 11 Heat cadi of them a like Uml evny night, and 
it thou let a night pass without doing this, I will beat llioo "; and 
I loplied, "O my lady, In-mmimv l will pul chains on their lurks, 
and next night I will beat them not will I leave them one night 
unbeaten / 1 And she charged mo stlictly to beat them, and dis- 
appoaied. When Lho morning monowed, it being no JigliL inatlrr 
i'oi mo to put fotlois of iioil cm their necks, J went to a goldsmith 
and Imdc him nut lee them eullais and (bains of gold, lie did Lius, 
and I put lhe rolhus on then necks and chained them up, us she 
bade me ; and next nighL 1 beat Litem both in mine own despite, 
Thu? befell in Lhe Caliphate of Al-l\kilidi,* lliiul of the sons nl 

i Aiab, 11 V,i fiili'in,’ 1 C> ci*iInin prison 1 Knt vnh ik nigliL rhi, 

9 L-.Uliei of Iliirun al-Kashid A U\ I'/l-iOi) ( 7 /W‘Vj) tliii «1 ALi)>,isu 1 t 

who liolh m lilt; IVllie, anti Utr lhil halits is railed " Liu iillli nl Lhe smi* 
of AbAbUis " He \vtL‘i a gouil peel and a mail of leiieis, ulsn n jici<e 
pmscculor of lhe ''Zinflilui” (Al-biynti, - ,r /H) p ,i Osin rspe< hilly applied h 
lluise who unvl lho tfeiul honks and adhwotl to^nioasLiismiMii,alilmit^h alh r* 
winds apphid lo ivny hi U:lio m mluna Mr inivle muny i h:inj;e i i al Mn cmU, 
MW I was lho jii si who bad aU.nnnJ t anwls laden with snow lor his i riie-lmieid 
along a in oils in ed mad of 700 miles (Milihon, rhapl lii ) lie died of .111 arn 
dcwl when lwmtiug olhi is say Vu* was pmsnued alha li avih|« Inn thmnr to hli 
soiifj Mus.i td-IlfuU and Ilanm abKashid 'Mm name iiKMris "Heaven- 
diurlod." and nmsL not 1 m rnnlouiuled willi tlm hllr nl the Luilllh Sht’nli 
Imam Mnlwuiuni-d Abu ub Kasim, horn ,u iUutvuuuuii, A,H, whom W,\\v 
(sot L iv ) mill " Malnlt ni 1 >11 odor, " ami whoso expected lelm 11 lias ( amasl 
and will cause so much tumble: in Al-Jj.lani 
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AkAbbas, and I commended myself Lo him by sending him 
pichuiiUi, so lie invested me with the government and made me 
viccioy of JSnssoinh. On this wise I abode some lime, and aftei 
awhile I said lo myself, 11 Haply her wialhis grown cool"; and 
left lhcm a night unbeaten, whcmipon she came to me and beat 
me a bout, whose burning 1 shall novel forget long ns I live. So, 
from UmL lime lo this, I have never lefL them a single night 
unbeaten dining the icign of Al-Mnhdi; and when ho deceased 
and thou camosL to the succession, thou scnlcst lo me, confirming 
me in the government of ltassoi'ah. These twelve years past have 
T beaten them eveiy night, in mine own despite; and after I have 
beaLc ‘11 them, I excuse myself Lo them and comfoit them and give 
them to eat and dunk; aiul they have icinaincd shut up, nor did 
any of the cieaUuos of Allah know of them, till Lhou sen lest to me 
Aim Isli.ik, the 1)()on-c ompanion, on accomiLof Lhc tribute, and he 
discovoicd my soviet and lolmning Lo thee, acquainted thee 
lluuowilh. Then them scute si him hack to fetch me and them; 
so 1 answeied with 'Ilraikuning and obedience, 1 and brought 
them before thee, whtucupon U\ou quefitioncdsl me and I told 
thee Lius Uulli nl the case; and this is my hi&Loiy. 1 ' The Caliph 
nunvi Uni at the case o£ the two dogs and said to Abdullah, 
M Hast llum nl this picscnL foigiven thy Lwo biolhcis the wrong 
they did lhco p yea or nay? 1 ' He icplied, "O my loid, may Allah 
fmgive them and acquit them of losponsibility in this woild mid 
Lite next l Indeed, ’lis 1 who stand in need of Llioir foigiveness, 
hu that these twelve yea is past l have bcatoii them a grievous 
luniL ovoiy night I M Unjoined the Caliph, n O Abdullah, Inshallali, 
1 will endeavour for Llioir release and that they may become men 
again, as (hey wcie bekne, and I will make peace between thee 
aiul (hem; so shall you live the lest of your lives as biotheis 
hiving one mint her ; and like as Lhou hast forgiven Lhoin, so shall 
they imgivu then. lhiLnow take them and go down Willi Lhcm to 
thy lodging and this night beat them not, and to-morrow Lhorc 
shall he naught wave weal." (Juoth Abdullah, “O my Lord, as 
thy head liveth, if I leave them onu night unbeaten, Sa'vhih will 
come to mo ami boat mo, and I have no body lo brook beating/ 1 
(JuoLh the Caliph, n J'Ysir not, foi I will give Lhtso a wiiUng under 
my hand, 1 An shu come lo thee, do lhou give her the paper; and 


i This mniosum niiiaeuhnn must not lie held a pionf lliat the laic was 
wiiLi.cn m.iuy yr.iri .illci the days ol Al-KaOnd, Mh,\c|us giow apace m the 
riiid a lew yearn hulliro lo malum llicm Thu invasion of A hi alia the 
AlM'S'.inum look pi,on (hiniitf Llui year of Mokunineirs lmlh, and yet in an 
rally i Li.ipli'i «>f l he Knitiu (No ev), wjiUoii perhaps foity-five yean, siftcr- 
w.nib ilm ‘.mall pm in Umvuil into iv peeule wul ti\luvaiymu miracle I my- 
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if, when she has 1 oatl it, she spare Lhen, Llio favour will ho hois; 
but if she obey not my bidding, unvmul thy business to Allah smd 
let her boat then a bout ami suppose that thou hast foigoLliui to 
beat them for (mo night, aiul that she bcalolh thee because ol that; 
and if it fall ouL thus and she Ihwail inn, as siuo as I am C]om< 
maiiclci of the Faithful, I will be even with lieu” Thm he vmile 
her a [otlor on a piece of paper, two Jnigcis bionil, and sealing it 
with lus signet -l mg, gave it lo Abdullah, saying 11 O Abdullah, if 
Sa'nlali como, say to her;—Tlus Caliph, King of mankind, hath 
commanded mo to leave heating them, and hath wiitloii jug this 
loiter for thee; and lie sfiluloth Lhoo with the salani. Then give 
her the wan ant anti lent no haiin.” After which lus exacted of 
him an oath and n solemn pledge that ho would not heat them. 
So Abdullah took the dogs and rauied them to his lodging, 
saying to himself, 11 f wonder what Lhe Caliph will do with tins 
daughter nf the Sovran of the Jinn, if she. cioss him and bounce 
me lo-nightl I hit I will hear with a hout of heating h ji once and 
leave my hiotlieis at lest this night, though lor theii sake I suflei 
toiUue.” Then ho bethought himself awhile, and his mason said 
Lo him, “Did not the Caliph ie!y on some greal suppoiL, ho had 
never loibidden me fioui benLing Uhuii." So he untried Ills 
lodging and doffed the collars Jioiu llio dugs’ necks, saying, “ I 
pul my tiust in Allah," and (ell to comfoi Ling LJuuu and saying 
“No hairn shall befall you; 1 m the Caliph, lifth 1 of the sons of 
Al-Abbas, hath pledged himself Tor yrnu deliveiance and T have 
forgiven you. An it please Allah the Most High, Llio time is 
come and ye shall be delivered this blessed night; so rejoice ye in 
the prospect of ponce ,uul gladness.” When they hoaid Lheso 
words* they fell lo whining with the whining of dogs, - -And 
Shnluazad pel reived the dawn of day and caused to say Ium 
permit Led hay- 

JIDniu lo&cn <t tune* dje JIDiiir Ijpmlnrb nntJ (E|flljh> ofljdfj Jflfjjflb 

She resumed! It hath readied mo, O auspicious King, that 
Abdullah bin F.r/.il said to hit hiotlmis, u Krjmro yo in the 
piospocL of comfoit and gladness. M And when they braid his 
wo ids they foil Lo whining with the whining of dogs, and i uhlmd 

snlflimuuo the HiihjocUif a mu.rh In Suul which v\ duly \ Inomrlod h\ iho 
family annuls of a uuUiii Pii rn iHifjimii Uvcliri Sou History uf SJmlh 
(p ?\o) uml Hind Hovisiiuil (i, i/jo) 
i lu llio IokIs„ 11 isi\ih," 
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Hieir jowls a gains L his feet, as if blessing him and humbling them¬ 
selves befine hijiii Ho mourned over them and look to stroking 
their bricks till supper time ; and when they seL on the trays he 
bade tho dogs sit. So they sat down and ate with him from the 
liay, whilst his officers stood gaping and marvelling at his eating 
with dogs and all said, u Is he mad or are his wits gone wrong ? 
How can tho Viceroy of Jlnssoiah city, he who is greater than a 
Waxir, cat with dogs ? Knowelh he not that the dog is unclean 1 ? " 
And they stared at the clogs, as they ate with him as servants eat 
with llioii loi ds, a knowing not that they were his brothers; nor did 
they cease slating nl them till they had made an end of eating, 
when Abdullah washed Ins hands and Lho dogs also put out their 
paws and washed ; whcrcMipun nff who were present began to faugh 
at them and to marvel, saying one to other, 11 Never in our lives 
saw we dogs cat and wash their paws after eating I " Then the 
(logs Sill down on the dhvaus beside Abdullah, nor dared any ask 
him of this; and thus the case lasted till midnight, when he dis¬ 
missed the attendants and lay down to sleep ancl the dogs with 
him, cadi on a ennch ; whpienpon the servants said one to other, 
41 Viuily, lie hath lain clown to sleep and Lho two dogs are lying 
with him,” Quoth another, {t Since he hath catcrr with, tin* dogs 
from the same Liay, there is no harm in llicit sleeping with him , 
and this is naught save tho fashion of madmen." Moreover, they 
ale not anything of the food which lomainecl in the tray, saying, 
H 'Tin unclean.Such was. their case ; but as for Abdullah, etc 
ho could think, the carLh clave asunder and out rose Sa’idah, who 
said io him, 41 O Abdullah, why hast, thou not beaten them this 
night and why hast thou undone the collars from then nocks? 
IlasL them acted on thiswise perversely and in mockery of my 
commandment ? lint T will aL once beat then and spell thee into 
a dog like them," lie lephocl, "O my lady, I conjure thee by the 
graving upon tho seal-ling nf Solomon Davicl-son (upon the twain 
1)0 the Fence I) have patience with me till I tell thee my cause, 
and al’tei do with me what thou wilt . 11 Quoth she, " Say on"; 
and quoth ho, 4i The reason of my not punishing them is only 
this. Tho .King of mankind, the Commander of the Faithful, 
the Caliph Ifanin ah Rashid, ordered me not to beat them this 
night, and look ot mo oaths and covenants lo that effect; and 

i Audi " Najis coininoiiially impure, especially the dog's moulli, like 
Llu> eow'ii moulli amongst lho Ilnulus; and redlining after contact Llic \Vii7ii- 
fihlulLon lugim* thu Moslem can piay. 

• A mb 11 Aid uUusli.unuh 11 (hjwlin,mi\U = retinue; lnslimah=revci once, 
lush fulness) winch may also mean ,r decoioinly and respectfully,” accoidiug 
to llio vowel-points. 
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ho saluLotli thcc wiLh Uio salam, and hath committed lo mo a 
mandate uiulci his own hand, which lio bade me give thee. So 
I obeyed his outer, for La obey the Commander of the Faithful 
is obligatory; and here is the mandate. Take it and lead it and 
alter woik thy* will, 11 She replied, fl Ilither with it J 11 So ho 
gave her the let Lei and she opened it and read ah follows, "In 
the name of Allah, the Compassionating, the Compassionate I 
Fioin Lhe King of mankind, ] hinni al-Kashid, to the daughter 
of the Red King, Sa'idah I Ihit a ft cl. Verity, this man hath 
foigiveu Lus luothers and hath waived Ins claim against them, 
and we have enjoined them to reconciliation. Now, when leron- 
citation rulotli, reUilmlion is remitted; mu! if you of tho jinn 
ronLiiidici us in om commandments, wo will conti aiy you in youib 
and ti averse you i ordinances; huL, an yo obey our bidding and 
fnilhin our outers, we wdl indeed do the like with yours. Where¬ 
fore I bid then hurt them no hint, ami it thou believe in Allah 
and in T-Iis Apostle, it belmvelli then to obey and us to com¬ 
mand/ So an them spare them, I will requite thee with that 
whoiclo my Lord shall enable mu; and tlm token of ohiuhc.nvo is 
that thou remove thine enchantment from those two men, so they 
may come before me io-nioiiow, fuse, lhit an bum release llimn 
noL, I will release Lhem in thy despite, by the aid of Almighty 
Allah." When who had read the Idler, she said, “O Abdullah, X 
Will do naught till I go Lo niy she ami show him (he mandate of 
lhe monarch of mankind and JoLutn to thee with the answer in 
haste." So saying, she signed with hoi hand to the earth, which 
clave open, and she disappeared therein, whilst Abdullah's limit 
was like to fly for joy, and he said, “Allah advance thu Com- 
niandci of Lire Faithful I" As Jm Sa'idah, she went in to her 
falln-r; and acquainting him with that which had passed, gave 
him Llio Caliplfs letter, which he kissed mid laid on Ins head, 
Then he read it and understanding its contents said, “<) my 
daughter, voiily, the nuliuunco of Lhe monarch ol uiimkmd 
ohligelli us -and his commandments arc elleetuaJ over us, nor 
can wo disobey Imn; so go lliou and xelcaso the h\u men fullb- 
with and say lo them ; --Ye am heed by Lin; inleicession ol Llio 
innuaich of mankind. For should he be wjolh with us, ho would 
destroy us Lo the last of us; so do not Lliou impose on us llut 
■which wo i\rO unable/’ (Jfuolh she, M () my fathri, if I ho rnonauh 
of mankind \mr wiolli with us, -u li.it could lie do wilh ipi ? " and 
(piulli hci sire, “ Ile halh powei over us Joi sevei.il mmsiuui. In 

i i,c as llici Yire-irf'cnt of Allah imd Vicar uf (lie Pmpliel. 
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Lhc first place, he is a man and hath thus pie-eminence over m l ; 
secondly, he is the Vicar of Allah ; and thiidly, he is constant in 
playing the dawn-piaycr of two bows 2 ; thei-efoic weie all the 
lubes of the Jinn assembled together against him fiom Lhc Seven 
Woi Ids, they could do him no hurt. DuL he, should lie be wioth 
with us, would piay the dawn-puiyor of two bows and cry out 
upon us one ciy, when wo should all piesent oiuselves before him 
obediently, and bo before him as sheep before the butcher. If lie 
would, ho could command us to quit om abiding-places for a 
tloseil coiinLiy wheiein \vc might not endure to sojourn; and if he 
dunned to destiny us, ho would bid us destiny oiuselves, whcie- 
upon wo should destiny 011c aiiuthoi. Wherefore wc may not dis¬ 
obey his bidding for, if we did this, lio would consume us with 
fun nor could wc llec fiom before him to any asylum. Thus is it 
with tivoiy Tine Jluliovei who is persistent in piayuig the dawn- 
piayui of twu bows; liis com maud mcnL is effectual over us; so 
ho not Ihun the means of our dcsLuiclinn, because of two 11101 tills, 
bill go foilhiighl and leleaso them, eie the anger of the Com¬ 
mander of the Faithful fall upon us.” So she returned to 
Abdullah and acquainted him with her fat hoi's avoids, saying, 
“ Kiss lor us the hands-, of the Pillion ot Tiue Delieveis and seek 
his appiovallor us." Then she Inought out Lhe tasse aud, filling 
it ^vitU water, conjured over it and altered wouls which might nol 
be understood; after which she sprinkled Lhc dogs with the water, 


saying* “Quit the foim of dogs and return to the shape of 
men l Whuiettpon they became men as before, and the spell 
ot Lho en< hantment was loosed irom them. Quoth they, “ I testify 
that theie is no god but lhc God, and I tesLify that Mohammed js 


tins Apostle of God l " 
lit iffiViV, iWA.ViVi'g' i!i jYj'l 1 i i 1 (VijYi 


Then they foil on their brotlici’s feet and 
Jja 9 fwtfiri'uvss: hjaf lie said 


fl Do ye fmgivc me 1 ', and Limy both lcpcnkscl with sincere re¬ 


pentance, saying, ** Willy, the damned Devil lined us, and covcliso 
deluded us; Inil mu Lord hath requited us after our dcsetts, and 


foigi voihjhb is of the signs uf the noble," And they went oil to 
supplicate their I nothin mid weep and profess lepcuhuico fur that 
whuh had befallen him from them , 11 Then quolli he to them, 


“Wliat did ye with my wife whom I brought from the City of 
SLono ? ,J Quoth they, “When Satan tempted us and we cast 


i 1 *'ol thu supoi luiily of nuuiluuil to iho Jinn, sec nights dcclxxviii. and 

drexo, . . _ 

v. Accmdmg to Al-SiyiilJ, Ilaum nWtashlcl piayotl ovciy clay an luuuhed 

bom ... i r 

j As the snd end of lus biitiolheil was nllll to be accounted lor, 
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Lhec into the sc a, there aio.se sliife between us, each Haying;—J 
will have hei to wife. Now when she he a id these wends ami 
beheld oiu contention, she lenew that we had Lluown thee inLo Lho 
sen; so she came up fiom the cabin and said Lo us:—Contend not 
because of me, fon X willnot belong lociLhci of you. My husband 
is gone into the sen and I will follow him. So saying she cast 
hot self ovei hoax d ancl died." Exclaimed Abdullah, ,f lnvciy nnoLli 
she died a maiLyi 1 ! Xhit Llicie is no Majesty and tbeie is no 
Might save in Allah, the Gluiinus, the GinaL! " Then he wept for 
hei with soie weeping, and said Lo his hiotheis, ‘ 4 1L was not well 
of you to do this deed and heieavo mo of my wife/ 1 They 
answered, “Indeed we have sinned but our Eoid hath loijiuLud 
us oiu misdeed ami this was a thing which Allah deemed unto us, 
me He created us/ And ho accepted Linn cm use; buL fSa’idali 
said lo him, a IIave they done all these things to thee and wilt 
thou foi give them ? " Iloieplied, “O my sislci, whoso hath puwri - 
and spaieth, toi Allah's lewaiil he piopaiulli/ 1 Then said she, 
H 1 Jo on thy guaid against them, Joi Lluiy ,uo Uaitms” ; and I’aie- 
wotlecl him ami taunt foUh,— -And ShufuuxacI pen rived lho 
dawn of day and ceased saying hei pci milted say, 

JBniu lvljca it tljc JQlnc Jjuntivrt nnti tltiafjh) dcDcnlfj Thabl. 

bho said, It liaLh leached me, O auspicious king, that Abdullah, 
when Sa'idali warned him and Messed him a/id wont hei nays, 
passed the lest of the night wiLli his Imithois, and on the uinuow 
he senl them Lo the llamniam and clad each ol ilium, on his 
coming Itulli, in a soil waiLh a hoatd ol money Thun he railed 
foi the tray of food and they seL iL lieloiu him and In; ate, he .md 
his biolheis. When his uLLvndaiils saw the Lwaiu and km w them 
(cn Ins luolhuiK, they saluted tliem, and said to him, “ () cun lend, 
Allah give Lluie joy of thy leiumm with thy deal hiuthcisl 
Where have they been this while i*" lie leplird, 11 It was they 
whom ye saw in the guise of dogs; pi.iiso hr Lo Allah WJio hath 
deliveied them fiom pnscm and giievmm loiineiitl ,J Then he 
aimed Ilium to Lho Diw.m ol the Caliph, and kissing gmuml 
btsfotti Al-ikihbid, wished him continuum e of liouom and loi turns 
and suicuasu of evil and minify/' Ouoth the Caliph, 44 Welcome, 
O limit Abdullah I Tell mo what hath ho fallen thee/ 1 Ami quoth 

1 lea Lho m,u Lyidum uf ihu diowncd, f.oo vol i nighl NV nl (| umiiioLu no 

oilici places, 

2 IT iNickaMhe powu Lo icviMigu himself. Tim srulinuml r, (“lirisllan 

liiihci uiaii Moslem. 
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he, “ O ComnKinder of the Faithful (whose power Allah increase*) 
when I cm lied my biothcns home to my lodging, iny heatt was at 
icsL concerning them, because thou hadsl pledged thyself to their 
release and I said in myself, Kings fail not to attain aught foi 
which they stiain, inasmuch as the divine favour aidetli them. So 
I took off the collms fLoin Uicii necks, putting my tiust in Allah, 
and ate with them fiom the same tiny, which when my suiLe saw, 
they made light of my wit and said each to other:—He is surely 
mad I llow can the governor of Uoswmih, who is giealei than 
the Wazii, cat with dogs ? Then they threw away what was in 
the Li ay, saying, We will not cal the dogs' oits. And they went 
on to lie fan i my Louson, whilsL I liauid thch woids, buL leUuncd 
them no ieply because of their unknowing that Lhc dogs weie my 
luotlieis. When the hour of sleep came, I sent them away and 
addicsscd myself to sleep; but, eie I was waie, the earth clave 
in Kiuidei and out came Sa'alah, the Red King’s daughter, eniaged 
against mo, with eyes like hie." And he went on to relate to the 
Caliph all what had passed between him and her and her father, 
and how she had Uansinmved his biothcis fioin canine to human 
fmm, adding, <f And here they arc bofoie thee, O Commander of 
(he KutliJul I 11 The (‘idiph looked at them and seeing two 
young men like moons, said, “Allah lccjuilc thcc for me with 
good, C) Abdullah, foi that lliou hasL acquajnted me with an 
advantage' I knew noL I IfeiicefiHth, Inshallah, I will never 
leave to pi ay those two-how oiisons bcfoie the bieakmg of Lhc 
dawn, wluit while I Jive/' Then lie lepioved Abdullah's hi others 
for thoir pasL tiansgLessions against him, and they excused them¬ 
selves beluie the Caliph, who said, M Join hands 3 and fotgive one 
another, and Allah pm don what is pusL I ” Upon which he 
turned to Abdullah and said to him, li 0 Abdullah, make thy 
biothuui thine assistants and be cdieful of them .’ 1 Then he 
charged them to ho obedient to thch brother and bade them 
lclurn to IJussoiuh afteL lie had bestowed on them abundant 
kugesse. So they wonl down hom the Caliph's Diwan whilst he 
ujoired in this advantage be had obtained by the action afore¬ 
said, to vvil, pci sis Leu cc in playing two inclinations before dawn, 

x m, tlio power acquit ed (as wo aftci wauls learn) by the logular praying 
of tins diiwii-piayui, It is noL niton LliaL The Nights condescend to poinl a 
mural oi inculcate a lesson as lieic; and we me tj Lily thankful tor Llio 

immunity. _ , ,, . _ 

? Auib, '• Mus.If ahull," wliieii, I lmvo s.iul, scivcs for dui shaking hands, 
and extends over wide i«j*iona Tlicy apply tho palms of the light hands, flat 
l o each other without squeezing the lingeis and then raisa the laltei to the 
Jdi rln’iul. Pilgiunngo, it, hat. also been quoted 
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and exclaimed, "lie spake Until ’who said *—The inislorlumiof nno 
Lribc fuLluiiclh another lulu;. 1 " On this wise hull'll it to them 
horn the Caliph; but an uiganls Abdul/ah, ho left Ihighdad 
carrying With liim his bioLhcis in all honour aud dignity and 
increase of quality, and Jared on Lill limy (hew neat IUssnia.li, 
when Lho notables and chief imm ol Llio place came out Lo meal 
lhum, and aflui decorating the city bumghl llioni lliuioinlo with 
a pi occasion which had noL its match, and all the lollc shouted out 
blessings on Abdullah as ho scattered amongst Ihom silver and 
gold. None, liowavei, took heed to his hioll ers ; wliriolhrti 
jealousy and envy mined their brails, far all hr i nhratocl tlirjn 
t cuddly as one Loudens an ophthalmic oyr; but the more lin 
elicits lied them, the mom they i(‘doubled in Untied and envy of 
him: and indeed it is said un Ihn subject: — 

I’d win good will of every urn:, lml whoso em irs mo * Will not be won 
on any wise and maiden mine o I lien laud ; 

IIow gam Uie j;ms nl envious wight who rovrlrih jny good *■ When 
luiushl will sali'ily liim save Lo m’o my good gu mail'd P 

Then he gave each a roncubinu Lli.iL bad nut luu like, and eunuchs 
and stuvauls and slaves white and hlaik, of each kind Imly. (In 
also gave oat h c>[ them hlty steeds all Ihomnghhmdh and they gul 
them gnauls and followers; and hr assigned to them mvenuea .md 
appointed them soldo and sLipends and nuido them bis assistants, 
saying Lo them, “ O my Uolhcis, 1 and y<ju air equal and them 
is no distinction between me and you twain,- -And ,Hlmh- 
ia/ad poi reived Lho tlav/n of day and < cased to say her pri milled 
say. 

Jfltito \uljni It tones tfjc JUmr IjMiiVturt nntJ ©Ijrtjty ctft()||) Jl'hflljb 

She continued, Tt hath reached me, () auspicious King, that 
Abdullah assigned stipends to his biuthottj and made them his 
assistants, saying, 11 O my biothms, I and you nm equal and them 
is no disliiicLion between mo and you Lwain, and after Allah and 
the Caliph, Lhe eoumuuuliucnL is jmnr and youis. So udo you at 
Uusaaiali m my absence and in iny presence, and yrin command' 
mcniLs shall bo olfeclnal; lml look that yo lenr Allah in yom 
ouliiiannis, and beware of oppmsMon, whit h, i( iL nudum, dt'iiopm 
late.tli; and apply yimisdvrs Lo justice, for justice, if iL bo 
piolunged, peoploLh a land. Oppress not Lho True I ielirvois, or 
they will cunits you and ill report of you will much the Caliph, 

t Kipuvalent la out bflylug about an 111 wind, isle, 
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whorefoie dishonour will belide both me and you. Go not there¬ 
fore about to violence any, but whatso ye greed for of the goods 
of the folk, Lake it from my goods, over and above that whereof 
yc have need; for 'tin not unknown to you what is handed down 
in the Koian of prohibition versels on the subject of oppression, 
and Allah-gifted is he who said these couplets:— 

Oppression ambuslirtli in sprite of man ■ Whom naught vvithhoideth 
save tho lack of might; 

The sage shall ne'er apply his wits to aught * Until bofitting time 
direct his sight 1 

The tongue of Wisdom wonetli in the heart; * And in his mouth the 
Longue of foolish wight. 

Who al occasion^ call 1 tic kb power to rise ■ Is slain by feeblest who 
would glut his spiLc. 

A man may hide ills blood and breed, bat aye « His deeds on darkest 
hid(kms east a light. 

Wights of ill strain with ancestry as vile * Have lips which never 
spake one word aright: 

And who commit lulli cube to hands of lool « In folly proveth self as 
fond tuul light; 

Anri who hks bme! lulls to folic at laige * Shall rouse his foes to work 
him worst dospight. 

Sullieo the gimcLona what rcgiuda his lot * Nor meddles he with aught 
I'i'gaidj, him not. 

And ho went on to admonish lus brothers, and bid them to equity 
and forbid them from tyLaiiny, doubting not but they would love 
him the better for his boon of good counsel , 1 and he relied upon 
Llmin and honoured them with the utmost honour; but notwith¬ 
standing nil his genorosity to them, they only waxed in envy 
mid hulled of him, till one day tho two being together alone, 
quoth Nasir to Mansur, 11 O my brother, how long shall we be 
more subjects of our brother Abdallah, and he in this estate of 
lordship mul worship ? Aftoi being a merchant, he is become ail 
JCinir, and horn being littlo, he is grown great; but we, we grow 
not groat nor is there might of respect or degree left us; for, 
behold, he laugholh nt us and imkclh us his assistants! What 
is tho meaning of this ? Is it not that wo aie bis servants and 
under his subjection ? Wul, long as ho abideth in good case, 
our uink will nevoi be raised nor shall we be aught of repute; 
wherefore wo shall nol fulfil our wish, except we slay him and 
win to his wealth, noi will it bo possible to get his gear save after 
his death. So, when we have slain him, wo shalL become louls 

1 A pi oof of lus o^Uoino simplicity and bonhomie. 

c c 


von. vii. 
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and will take nil that is in his treasuries of gems and things 
of price and divide them between us. Then will we send the 
Caliph a present and demand of him the government of Cufah, 
and thou shall be governor of Culali and I of Jiassoiah. Thus 
each of us shall have formal estate and condition, but we 
shall never effect this, except we pul him out of the world!" 
Answered Mtuism, u Thou snycsl sooth, but how shall we do Lo 
loll him? Quoth Nash, “We will make an cntaLainmeiil in the 
house of one of us and invite him thereto and serve him with 
the iillcimosL service. Then will wo sit through the night with 
him in talk, anil tell linn tales and jests and laic stones till his 
heart melteth with sitting up, when we will spread him a bed, 
that he may lie down to sleep. When he is asleep, wc will kneel 
upon him and tlnottlo him and Ihiow him into lho liver; and 
on the moil ow, wo will say:—His sister the Jinniyah came Lo 
him, as he sal chatting with us, and said to him :—0 thou hcmn 
of mankind, who art thou that thou shouldsl complain ol me to 
the Coinnmndei of the Taithfid ? Deemosl Lliou that we dread 
him ? As ho is a King, so wo Loo arc Kings, and if ho mend not 
his manners in our regard we will do him die by the toulost of 
deaths. 13 ul meantime I will slay thee, that we may see what the 
hand of the Bunco of Tine Believers availeth Lo do. So saying, 
she caught him up and clave the earth and disappeared with 
him, which when we saw wc swooned away. Then we revived 
and wc lcck not what is become of him. And saying this wo 
will send to the Caliph and tell him the case, and ho will invest 
us with the government in his room. Aftci a while we will 
send him a sumptuous present and seek of him the government 
of Culah, and one of us shall abide in Bassorali and the other 
in Cufah. So shall the land be pleasant to us and wo will bo 
down upon the True Beliovtus and win out wishes/' And 
quoth Mansur " Thou counsellest well, O my brother"; and 
they agreed upon the miuthei. So Nrmi made an onUaLainimuil 
ancl said to Abdullah, 11 O my brother, veiily 1 am thy binlhci, 
and I would have thee hearten my heait, thou and my brother 
Mansur, and eat of my banquet in my house, so I may boast 
of thee, and that it may bo said, The Kmii Abdullah liaLh 
eaten of liia brother Nasir’s guest meal; when my lioaiL will 
be solaced by this best of boons." Abdullah replied, 11 So bo 
it, O my InoLhcr; Lheio is no distinction between mo and tluse, 
ancl thy house is my house; but since thou invilest mo, nono 
lcfuscLb hospitality save the cluul." Then he Linnud to Mansur 
ancl said to him, “Will thou go with me to thy biolliei 
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Nasir's houso and wc will cat of his feast and heal his heart ? ” 
Koplied Mansur, n As Lliy head livcth, O my brother, I will not 
go with Ihce, unless thou swear to me that, after thou comest 
foilh of Mother Nasir's house, thou wilt enter my house and eat 
oi my banquet I Is Nasir thy brother and am not I thy brother ? 
So, even as thou hcuilcnest his heart, do thou hearten mine." 
Answeicd Abdullah, “Thcieis no harm in that: with love and 
goodly gree I When I come out from Nasir's house, I will enter 
Ihino, for thou ail my brother even as he.” So he kissed his 
hand and going foith of the Diwan made Leady his feast. On the 
11101 low, Abdullah took horse and repaired with his brother 
Mamvir and a company of Ms officers to Nasir's house, wheie 
they sat down, he and Mansur and his many. Then Nasir set 
the lrays before them and welcomed them; so Lhey ate and drank 
and sat in mirth and mcriiment; after which the hays and the 
plaLLeis were removed and they washed their hands. They passed 
ihc day in feasting mid wine-dlinking, and diversion and delight 
till nightfall, when they supped and prayed the sundown prayers 
and the night orisons; after which Lhey sat conversing and 
caiousingj and Nasii and Mansui fell to telling stories whilst 
Abdullah hearkened. Now they three were alone in the pavilion, 
llui lest ol the company being in another place, and they ceased 
not to toil quips and talcs, and rare advent me s and anecdotes, till 
Abdullah's hoarL was dissolved within him for watching, and sleep 

overcame) him.-And Shahwizad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say, 

JQctu luljcn if to t\jv jRfuc tyuntwrtr nnti (BlgfDtyiRtoty JE/jyJjt, 

She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, Lhat when 
Abdullah was a-wcaiied with watching, and wanted to sleep, they 
also lay beside him on another couch and waited till he was 
drowned in slumber, and when they were certified theieof they 
mono and knelt upon him: wheieupon he awolcq, and, seeing them 
kneeling on his bieasL, said to them, “What is Lhis, O my 
broLlims? ,p Ciied Lhey, "We arc no brotheis of thine, nor do 
\ve know thee, unmanncily Lhat thou art I Thy death is become 
bettor than thy life.” Then they gripped him by the throat and 
throttled 'him, till he lost his senses and abode without motion; so 
that they deemed him dead. Now the pavilion wherein they were 
ovei looked the river; so they cast him into the water; but when 
he fell, Allah senl to bis aid a dolphin , 1 who was accustomed to 

ic Aval*, “DAitU’' *-lhe Or, flcAr/iiy, later SeM/nV, suggesting that the 
wiilur had iced of Anon In IloiodoLns 1, 23. 
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come under Lhal pavilion because Lhe luLchcn had a window that 
gave upon Lhe stream; and as .often as they slaughtered any 
beast there, iL was their wont to throw the refuse into the livm, 
and the dolphin crime ancl picked it up fiuni the surface of Lhe 
water; whurofoie he ever inserted to the place. TlnU day they 
had cast ouL much offal by reason of the bun quel; ho the dolphin 
aLe moio than of wonL and gained sliength, Homing Lhe splash 
of Abdullah's fall lie hastened to the spot, whom he saw a son of 
Adam, and Allah guided him so that lie took lhe man on his hack 
and ciossing the cm rout made with him for Lhe other hank, whom 
he cast his burthen nshme. Now the place whom the dolphin 
cast up Abdullah was a well-beaten highway, and presently up 
came n caiavan, and finding him lying on the iivei bank, said, 
lf llete is a drowned man, whom Lhe live* hath cast up ,p ; and the 
travellers gaLhoied around to gaxe at the coipso, The Slmykh of 
the caiavan was a man of wculh, skilled hi all sciences and wised 
in llie mysleiy of medicine, and wiLhal, sound of jiulgmcuL; so 
he said to them, "O folk what is Lhe news?" They answned, 
11 Hero is a diowned man ” ; vvhoieupon ho went up Lu Abdullah 
and, examining him, said to thorn, “O folk, there is hie yet in this 
young mani who is a person of condition and of Lhe sons of 
the great, busd in honour and forUuie, and luslmlluli, them is 
still hope of him . 11 Then lie Look him, and clothing him in dry 
dotlius, warmed him before the iiio; after which lie mused him 
and Landed hi in tlnac days' lmuch till he lovived; but lie was 
passing feeble by mason of the shock, and Lhn chief of the caiavan 
proceeded to medicine him with such simples as he knew, what 
while they ceased not faring on till they had travelled tidily days’ 
journey from Httssomh and came lo a city in the land of the 
Persians, by name ’AiijV lloie they alighted at a Khan, and 
spread Abdullah a bed, where ho lay groaning all night and 
baubling the folk with his groans. And when morning nioiTowud 
the concierge of the Khan came Lo the chief of lhe caiavan and 
said to him, u What is this sick man thou hast with time ? Voiily, 
he (iisLiubelli us.” ChioLli tho chief, “I found him by the way, 
on the rivci-bank and well-nigh diowned,. and 1 have tended him, 
but to no effect, for lie lecovcreth not.” Said the poller, “ Show 


i ’Anj; 1 can only suggcsi. ^vUti due iliflhleiica, llmi Ibis h tnlnndal for 
Kucli llio well-known ItaJoch cily in IVihian (bnni.miii (Kiimun) and iiioilii 1 
by Riclnudbon'i "Koch u buloch " Hut us tlui wiilci homuvii sn mm li irom 
Al-Man’iidi it may jiossibly 1>g Aide in SisiUtn, wham stand the lioiolinil clly 
" ShAiliak, 11 cl nipt. cxxii 
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him to the SiiaykhalE Kajihah,'' “Who is this Religious? 1 11 ' 
asked the thief of the CiUavail, and the door-keeper answered, 
“Theic is with us a holy woman, a clean maid and a comely, 
railed Eajihah, to whom they present whoso hath any ailment; 
and I10 pnssctli a single night in hei house, and awaketh on the 
mouow whole and ailing nothing.” Quoth the chief, ,£ Direct me 
Lo her”; and quoth the porter, “Take up thy side man / 1 So he 
took up Abdullah, and the door-keeper forewent him, till he came 
to a hoi milage, Avhere ho saw folk enteung with many an ex voto 
ndciing, ami olliei folk coming forth rejoicing, The poiter went 
111 till he came to the ciutain , 2 and said, “ Permission, O Shaykah 
Rajiliah I Take Lins sick man.” Said she, “Bring luin within 
Lhe curLmn”; and the porLor said to Abdullah, “Enter.” So he 
entered, and looking upon the holy woman, saw her to be his wife 
whom lie had brought from Lhe City of Stone. And when he 
knew hei she also knew him and saluted him, and he returned her 
Rfllani. Then said he, “Who brought thee hither? 1 ’ and she 
answered, 1 When I saw that thy brothers had cast thee away and 
who ronLending concerning me, I threw myself into the sea ; but 
my Shaykh AbKhizi Abu ah'Abbas Look me up and brought me 
Lo this hermitage, wlioic he gave me leave to heal the sick and 
luulu cry in tho city -Whoso hath any ailment, lot him repair to 
the Shaykhah Rajibah; and ho also said to me;*—Tany in this 
hcinuLago till the lime bolide, and Lhy husband shall come to thee 
hero. So all the sick used to hook lo me, and I rubbed them and 
shampoo'd them, and they awoke on the morrow whole and 
sound ; whcieby fho rcporL of me became noised abroad among 
lhe folk, and they brought me votive gifts, so that I have with me 
abundant wealth. And now I live hero in high honour and 
worship, and all the people of these parts seek my prayers.” 
Then she inhbcd him, and by lhe ordinance of Allah tho Most 
High ho became whole- Now AI-Khizr used to come to her 
oveiy Eriday night, and it chanced that Lhe day of Abdullah's 
coming was a Thai sday," Accordingly, when the night darkened, 
he and fdie sal, after a supper of the richest meats, awaiting the 


1 ix the mnllrnt (or siirpashinu) Religions Shaykhah, the fem of 
SlwiyJvl], is u iilioclnef, even Lhe head of the dancing'girls being’ entitled 

11 Sli.iykliah " . 

•/ The cm him would screen her from the sight of men-invalids and 
pi nimbly hung nci 011 the bliigla room of the 11 Zfovlyah," or hei mil's cell. 
Tin* cm tain hi noticed in lhe Inles of two other reverend womon ; nights 
cvcenh. ami cuclxvl 

-j Abdullah met imwife 011 Thursday, the night of which would amongst 
Modems Ik; l'Vjday night, 
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coming of AI-Khizi, who made his appearance anon, and canying 
them foilhof tlu; hermitage, set them down in Abdullah’s palace 
at liassoiah, where he left them and went his way. As soon as il 
was day, Abdullah examined the palace and know it for his own; 
then heaimg the folk clamouring without, ho looked foith of the 
lattice and saw his brothers emu lied, each on his own cross. 
Now Llie reason ol this was as cnsucLh. When they had thrown 
him into the Tig ns, (he twain arose on the inonow a weeping and 
saying, “O hrolhoi I the Jinniyah hath earned off out luotliei 1 " 
Then they made ready a present and sent it to Llio Caliph, 
acquainting him with these tidings, and suing from him the 
government of "Ikissnrah. Tie sent for them and questioned them 
and they told him Lhe lalso tale we have recounted, whereupon he 
was exceeding wioth , 1 So that night he piayod a two-bow pruyoi 
before dayhioak, as of his wont, and called upon the tribes ol Urn 
Jinn, who tame bcfoiu him, subject-wise, and ho questioned them 
uf Abdullah; when they swain Lo him IhaL hoiks nl them had 
done him aught oriuuL, and said, ,f Wo know not ivliat is become 
of him . 11 Then came Su'idah, claiighloi ol the Red King, and 
acquainted the Caliph with Lho luiLh of Abdullah's rune, and ho 
dismissed this Jinn. On lho inouow lie subjected Nasir and 
Mansur to Lhe bastinado till they confessed, one against other; 
whereupon Lhe Caliph was uni aged with llusin ami nied, “Cjuiy 
them lo Jkissorali and crucify them there holme Abdullah’s 
palace , u Such was their rase; but as regards Abdullah, when lie 
saw his bioihcis crucified, In; commanded to bury Lhcm, then look 
house and repairing Lo lluglidad, acquainted the Caliph with Lhal 
which his luoLheis had done with him from first to last, and told 
him how he had lccovcicd his wife , wheieaL Al-Kashid inm veiled 
and summoning Lhe Kuzi and Lho witnesses, bade draw up the 
man iagO’Con tract between Abdullah and the damsel whom he had 
hi ought horn Lhe CiLyof Slone. So lu; wont in Lo Inn andwuned 
with her at Uassoruh till Llicre came to Lheiu lhe Destroyer uf 
delights and theSeveici of societies; ami extolled he the peilrrtion 
of the Living, who dioth not I Moreover, O auspicious King, 1 
have heard a Lain annul 

r i.e willi tfa'idali, 
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